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TO FFHE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE. 


GEORGE 


Lord Viſcount Lanſdown. 


| of Men Emin in 
different Ages, for adorn- 
923 ing 


u The Dedication. 


ing their Native Language 


with the Charms of Poe- 
try, and who now appear 
in a Body before _ Your 


Lordſhip, as One who can 


beſt diſtinguiſh their ſe- 
veral Claims and Merits. 
They come to You both as 
to their Patron and their 
Judge, as well to Protect 


their Names with the ge- 


nerous Spirit of an Engliſh 
Nobleman, as to Deter- 
mine their Shares of that 


Reverſionary Fame they 


expected from their Wri- 
tings. by one unqueſtiona- 
ble 


e 
me. 


N 


8 


The Dedication. 11¹ 


l | Je ett, the Pleaſing an 
Author of Your Taſte and 
| | Genius. 


ANEas in Viroil is 


made to look with Joy on 


the Heroes of his Family, 
who were to paſs into the 


World, and do Honour to 


his Name; Your Lordſhip, 
from this backward View 
of Your Predeceſlors in 
Poetry, may receive a Plea- 
ſure of another kind: The 
Line of Rome began with 


Him, the Line of Drama- 


A4 tick 


iv The Dedication. 


tick Poets 1s crown'd and 
compleated in Zou. 


This alone, my Lord, will 
juſtify me to the World, 
in imploring Your Patro- 
nage for a Work of this 
Nature. For whoſe Name 
could I ſo properly prefix 
to this Performance, as the 
only Nobleman, now living, 
a Dramatic Poet? Your Þ 
Lordſhip's Reputation in 
that Way we may now rec- 


kon Standard, ſince it has 


receiv d the Applauſes of 
 . me 


<9 * - 


The Dedication. v 
the greateſt Wits of the 


la Age: Thus while You 


enjoy the Praiſes of the 
beſt Dead Authors, You 
are above the Cenſure and 


Envy of the Living; for 
he who dares appeal from 


Mr. Waller and Mr. Dryden, 
muſt firſt Diminiſh their 
Fame betore he can Injure 
Your Lordſhip's. 


Your Lordſhip, I am ſure, 
is as unwilling I ſhould, as 


I know my ſelf unable to 


attempt your Character. 
This 
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vi The Dedication. 


This however I will ven- 
ture to ſay farther, that 
all who know You by 
Your Works admire You, 
and thoſe who are ac- 
quainted with You only 
in them, know the leaſt of 
my Lord Lanspown. 
Permit me, my Lord, a- 
mong the reſt of Your Ad. 
mirers, whom Fortune has ? 
thrown at a Diſtance from 
Your Quality, to with You 
the Continuance of the Ef- 
teem and Goodwill of Man- 


be Dedication, vii 


kind, that Natural Tribute 
which honeſt Minds pay 
to Virtue, and which alone 
is worthy the Acceptance 
of the Virtuous. I am, 


My LoR D, 
q Your Lordſhip's 


TY 


1 — Moſt Obedient, and 
Moſt Devoted 


Humble Servant, 


n ' 


S. SIG ENNIS 
Ae < 
= 


FR NYE 


* 
TO: 
22 
85 
* 
2 
Mt 
of 
22 
* 
LO: 
of 
© 


AM now to acquaint the 
Reader what Aſſiſtances TI 
7 S289 have receivd towards the 
7 Completing and Finiſhing this Ac- 
count of our Engliſh Dramatick 
PoETSs. 


Z The Foundation of the Work is 
Z? owing to Mr. Langbain, who was 
the firſt that brought theſe Memoirs 
into any tolerable Form ; and as he 
was Maſter of a great deal of Learn- 
ing and much Curioſity, his Work 
was rccciv'd with a general Applauſe 

How- 
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- PREFACE. 
However he had his Faults, and from 
particular Prejudices has bore a little 


too ſeverely upon ſome of our beſt 


POET Ss; heis a little too fanciful 
in his Conjectures, from whence 
Authors drew their PLO TTS, and 
having read much himſelf, imagin'd 


that every one elſe had done ſo 


too. What occaſional Uſe I have 
made of him, .I always freely ac- 


knowledge. 


Beſide theſe, I receiv d great Helps 
from private Hands, and have had 


the Opportunity of peruſing a great 


many old Catalogues of Ar 8, 
which they never ſaw; one of theſe 


4, 8D 
8 


was continu'd with great Care and 8 


Diligence, and communicered to me 3 


by a Friend, 
As 


l 


PREFACE. 


As to the Accounts of the Living 
Z AUTHORS, moſt of them came 
XZ from their own Hands, excepting 
ſuch Parts as relate to the Fame of 
their Writings, where I thought my 
ſelf at liberty to give ſuch Characters 
of Praiſe or Diſpraiſe, as the beſt 
Judges betore me had paſs'd upon 


their Performances. 


Jam in EE oblig'd to Mr. 

Z CoxGREVE for his free and early Com- 
I | munication of what relates to himſelf, 
as well as his kind Directions for the 
Compoſing of this Work. I have 
tried ro follow his Advice, and been 
very ſparing in my Reflections on the 
Verits of Writers, which is indeed 
nothing but anticipating the Judg- 
ment of the Reader, and who after 
4 | all 


PREFACE. 
all will judge for himſelE I forbear 
to mention the Names of other Gen- 
tlemen who have tranſmitted their 


Accounts to me, hoping a general 


Acknowledgment will be ſufficient. 


In a Work of this Nature there 
muſt be ſome Imperfections as well as 
Omiſſions, which I ſhall take a great 
pleaſure in correcting upon better 
Information, and which I promiſe the 
World to do in a Supplement to 
this Treatiſe, when Occaſion ſhall re- 


quire it. 
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Poetical Regiſter- 
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Lives aud CHaRacTERs 


PoE Ts. 
5 eee 
"1 
Jos EPH Appis0N, Eſq; 


HIS ſhining Ornament of Literature, 
is the Son of the Reverend and Lear- 
ned Doctor LAN CELOT APD PDISON, 
late Dean of Litchfield, He was early 
: plac'd to the Charter-houſe School, 
trom whenide he was remov d to St. Mary Magdalen s 
College, O Oxford, tor the 3 of his Education. 


Ms. 


of the Engliſh DRAMATICE. 


2 Lives and Characters of the 


Mr. Addiſon was firſt known to the World by the 
Excellency of his Latin Poetry, which he dedicated 
to that great Patron and Encourager of polite Lear- 
ning, the late Earl of * Halifax. His firſt Attempt 
in Englih Verſe, of a publick nature, was a Poem 
to His Majeſty King William III. preſented to the Lord Co 
Keeper Somers, in the Year 1695. And his Lordſhip, YH 
out of a due regard to Mr. Addiſon s great Merit, 
procur d him a conſiderable Penſion from the King, 


It to enable him to Travel into Italy, and other polite 

| Parts of the World, for the poliſhing of his Talents, 
| il and refining of his Literature. This qualified Mr. E 
i Addiſon, to ſerve his Country in ſeveral eminent 
100 Employments, for he ſucceeded Mr. Locke as one of 4 
Will | the Commiſſioners of Appeals in the Exciſe, was Under 
| Ii Secretary to Two Secretaries of State ; and Secre- 


tary of State in I eland under Two Lords Lieutenants. 
Upon the Death of the late Queen he was made 
Secretary to the Regency; and ſince his Majeſties 
Acceſſion to the Throne, he was one of the Lords 
Commiſſioners of Trade, from whence he was ad- 
vanc'd to be One of his Majeſty's Principal Secreta- 
ries of State. | 

To paſs by Encomiums on the perſonal Merit of 
this great and modeſt Man ; I proceed to his Ta- 
lents. In the Writings of Mr. Addiſon there appears 
an uncommon Beauty ; an Elegance of Style; an 
Improvement of Diction; a Strength of Reaſon ; an 
Excellency of Wit; and a Nobleneſs and Sublimity 
of Thought, equall'd by few, if any of our Modern 
Poets. | 

Beſides his excellent Compoſures of Latin and 
Engliſh Poetry, his Cr1ticiſms upon Milton, and the 
large ſhare he had in the Tatler, Spectator and Guar- 
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dian, he has honour'd the Stage with two Dramatick 
Productions in a different way. | 

I. RosamonD; an Opera, perform'd at the 
Queen's Theatre in the Hay-Market, 1702, In- 
ſcrib'd to her Grace the Dutcheſs of Marlborcugh, 
*Tis obſerv'd that this Opera, for the Beauty of 
its Diction, exceeds any Engliſh Performance of the 
Kind; bur being very ill ſet to Muſick, it had not 
the Succeſs due to its Merit. : 

II. Caro; a Tragedy, ated at the Theatre Royal, 
in Drury-laue 1712. This Play was ated with the 
greateſt Approbation of any that has been repreſen- 
ted on the Theatre, in this or any preceding Age; 
yer did not its Succels exceed its Deſerts. The Pre- 
renders to Criticiſm charge Mr. Addiſon with an 
Extravagancy of Zeal in the Cauſe of Liberty; and 
an Irregularity of Drama in not bringing Cato on the 
Stage till the middle of the Second Att. | 

Theſe are Mr. Addiſen's Dramatick Performances; 
and the Beauties ot the former are finely expreſs'd 


in the following Lines, by Mr. Tickel. 


No Charms are wanting to thy artful Song, 

Soft as Corelli, and as Virgil Strong. 

From Words fo ſueet, new Grace the Notes receive, 
Aud Mufic borrows Helps, ſbe us d to give. 


Jo reads thy Work, ſhall own the ſweet Surprize, 
Aud view thy Roſamond with Henry's Eyes. 


As for the latter,I think it modeſtly recommended 
dy the ſame Gentleman, in a Copy of Verſes written 
to Mr. 4ddiſo from Queen's College, Qxon. .* 


Thy Oxford ſmiles this gloriozs Work to ſee, 


And fondly triumphs in a Son like thee. | 
| 1 The 
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4 Lives and Characters of the 


T he Senates, Conſuls, and the Gods of Rome, 

Like old Acquaintance at their native Home, 

In T hee we find; each Deed, each Word expreſt, 

And ev'ry T hought that ſuelld a Roman Breaſt. 

We trace each Hint, that could thy Soul inſpire, 
With Virgil Judgment, and with Lucan's Fre; 
We know thy Worth, and give us leave to boaſt, 
Ne moſt admire, becauſe we know thee moſt. 


For gentle Iſis claims the Ivy Crown, 
To bind th' immortal Brows of Addiſon. | 


Earl of Sterling. 


Nobleman of Scotland, who liv'd in the 

Reign of King James I. He was very much 

in Favour with his Soveraign; and by his Writings 

he has ſhew'd Poſterity that he had a juſt Right to 

it; tho' his Plays may be rather term'd Hiſtorical 
Dialogues, than Dramatick Performances, 

My Lord ſeems often to have a peculiar Fancy to 
Punning; but this was more the Vice of the Ape, 
than of the Poet; and an Objection to his Verſe 
is their being alternate, like the Quartains of the 
French Poet Pibrach; and Sir Wiliam Davenant's 
Gondibert, which meaſure of Verſe is found fault 
with. To ſhew that this Nobleman ſometimes 
wrote in a very good Strain, I give yon the follow- 
ing Lines. | 

Love is a Joy, which upon Pain depends; 
A Drop of Sweet drown'd in a Sea of Sowres : 
What Folly does begin, that Fury ends; 
They hate for Ever, who have lov d. for Hours. 


5 
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In my Lord's Recreations of the Muſes, printed in 
the Year 1637, and Dedicated to King James, are 
four Plays, to which he gives the general Deno- 
mination of Monarchick Tragedies ; they are the Alex- 
andrian Tragedy, Creſus, Darius, and Julius Caſar. 
I. The Alexandrian Tragedy. This Play is built 
upon the differences about the Sueceſſion, that aroſe 
between Alexander's Captains after his Deceaſe, Cc. 
and is far from being after the Model of the Ancients, 
as Mr. Langbain will have it; but he has borrow'd 
very freely their Thoughts, many times tranſlating 
whole Speeches from Seneca, Virgil, and others. In 


this Play the Author ſeems to mittake the very Eſſence 


of the Drama, which conſiſts in Action; for there is 


ſcarce one Action perform'd in view of the Audience, 


but ſeveral Perſons come in and relate Adventures 
perform'd by themſelves or others. The two firſt 


Acts are entirely foreign to the Buſineſs of the Play; 


but upon the whole it muſt be allow d that my Lord 
was a very good Hiſtorian, and from his Plays the 
Reader may gather a great deal of the Affairs of 
Greece and Rome. For the Plot of this Play, conſult 
Quintus Curtius, and the Thirteenth Book of Juſtin, 
Diodorus Siculus, I. 18. Oroſius, I. 3. c. 21. Joſeph, J. 1 2. 
c. 1. Raleigh's Hiſt. l. 4, c. 3, &c. 

II. CR o Sus; a Tragedy, the moſt moving Play 
of the Four. It is chiefly borrow'd from Herodotus, 
lib. 1. Clio. Juſtin, I. 1. c. 7. Plutarch's Life of Solon, 


Salian, Torniel. In the Fifth Act there is an Epiſode 


of Abradates, and Panthaa, which the Author has 
taken from Zenophon's Cyropaideia : or, The Life and 
Education of Cyrus, lib. 9, The Ingenious Scudery 
has likewiſe built upon this Foundation in his di- 


verting Romance, call d Grand Cyrus, p. 5. b. 1. 


III. D a- 


i; 
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III. Daxivs; a Tragedy. This was his Lord- 
ſhip's firſt Dramatick Performance, it being Printed 
at Edinburgh, in the Year 1603. It was at firſt com- 
posd of a mixture of Engljh and Scotch Diale& ; 
and even then was commended by ſeveral Copies of 
Verſes. But the Author has ſince not only poliſh'd 
his Native. Language, but alter'd the Play itſelf. 
As to the Plot, conſult Ouintus Curtius, lib. 3, 4, & 
5. Juſtin, l. 11. c. 5, &c. Diodorus, J. 17. Arrian, de 


Expeditione Alexandri, l. 2. Plutarch's Lite of Alexander, 7 


Salian, A. M. 2719, &c. 

IV. Jurivs Cxsar; a Tragedy. In the 
Fifth Act of this Play, my Lord brings Brutus, 
Caſſius, Cicero, Anthony, &c. together after the Death 
of Cæſar, almoſt in the ſame Circumſtances as Shake- 
bear has done in his Play of this Name. But 
Shakeſpear's Anthony and Brutus raviſh you, while 
my Lord's Brutus, Cicero and Antheny incline you to 

2ep. This is much the moſt regular of all my 
Lord's Plays, at leaſt, in the Unity of Action: 
But after the Death of Cæſar it is unneceſſary to 
hear of the Conſequence of it, either in the Grief 
of Calpburnia, or the Factions of the Noblemen 


and Commors. The Story of this Play may be 


found in the Roman Hiſtories, Plutarch and Suetonius 
in the Life of Cæſar, Appian de Bellis Civilibus, lib. 2. 
Florus, lib. 4. c. 2. Salian, Torniel, &C. 

My Lord is very Sententious in his Dramatick 
Performances; and his Style, as he owns himſelf, 
not pure, for which he pleads his Country. 
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Mr. ROBERT ARMIN. 


| HIS Author likewiſe liv'd in the Reign of 

King James I. And in the Title Page he writes 
himſelf one of his Majeſty's Servants ; and tis very 
probable that he was of the then Company of 
Comedians; his Name being printed in the Drama 
of Ben. Johnſon's Alchymiſt, among the reſt of the emi- 


nent Players of that Age. He wrote only one Dra- 


matick Piece ; calld, 

The Hiſtory of the two Maids of Moor Clack, Play'd. 
by the Children of the King's Majeſty's Revels, 
and printed in the Year,1609. The Plot ſeems to 
be taken from an old Story in thoſe Times. 


933888—3383833338—3838838888 
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Mr. ABRAHAM Bally. 


Gentleman of the Society of Lincola's Jun, 
and Author of the following Comedy. 
The Spightful Sifter ; Printed in the Year 1667. 
This Author has not play'd the Plagiary, either as 
to Characters or Language, what he has writ be- 
ing allow'd to be all his own. But 'tis preſum'd 
this Play was never Acted, being printed without 
Prologue, Epilogue, or Dedicarion. | 


Re: M. 
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HIS Gentleman was Son of an Eminent 
Attorney of the City of London; he writ 
five Plays. 
I. The Humour of the Age; a Comedy, Acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1709. 5 | 
II. An Act at Oxford; a Comedy, Dedicated to 
the Right Honourable Eduard Lord Dudley and 
Ward. This Play was never Acted. | 
III. Turbridge-Walks, or The Teoman of Kent; a 
Comedy, Dedicated to the Right Honourable John 
Howe Eſq; This Play was acted at the Theatre Royal 
with great Applauſe, | 
IV. Hampſted Heath; à Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal. This Play is for the moſt part 
taken from the Oxford Act. 
V. The fine Ladies Airs or An Equipage of Lovers; 
a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal. 


FF 


Mr. JOHN BAN CRO r. 


T HIS Author was by Profeſſion a Chirurgeon, 
and by a frequent Couse with a Set of 
Witty young Gentlemen (to whom his Buſineſs led 
him after their Sportings with the Subſtitutes of 
Vents) he was very much inclin'd to Poetry. He 
wrote two Plays. 

I. SsRToRIUS; a Tragedy, Acted at the The- 
atre Royal, 1679. 'Tis Dedicated to Captain 
Richard Savage, and the Epilogue was writ b 
Mr. Ravenſeroft. For the Story fee Plutarch's Lite 
of Sertorius; Folleius Paterculus, lib. 2. Florus, I. 2. 
c, 22. &. The Elder Corneillèe has writ a Play on 
this Subject. II. HEx- 


Wi 
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II. HENRY the Second, with the Death of Ros a- 
MOND; à Tragedy, Acted at the Theatre Royal, 


1693. This Play has not the Author's Name pre- 


fixd to it ; and whatever Fate his other Play 
had, this met with good Succeſs, and may claim 
a Place with ſeveral celebrated Tragedies of this 
Age. For the Plot conſult. Daniel, Stow, Speed, Ba- 
ker, and other Engljh Chronicles, 


Annina 
Mr. JOHN BaNKs. 


ry HIS Gentleman was originally a Member of 


the Society of New Iain. His Genius led 
him to make ſeveral Attempts in Dramatick Poetry, 
with different Succeſs ; but when he had the great- 
eſt Encouragement, he was very ſenſible of his Er- 
ror in quitting the more profitable Practice of the 
Law, to purſue the Entertainments of the Stage ; 
tho* he is thus far to be excus'd, that he aſpir'd af- 
ter the Bays in the Golden Age of Poetry in the Reign 
of King Charles the Second. His Genius lay whol- 
ly to Tragedy: His Language is not the beſt, and 
his Epiſodes ſhew, that he never much ſtudied Ari- 
ſtotle; but in two of his Performances he has gain'd 
the true End of Tragedy, the moving Terror and 
Pity ; which ſome, more celebrated Authors, are 
deficient in. He has Seven Plays in Print, which I 
inſert in their Order of Time. 

I. The Rival Kings, or The Loves of QR 00NDATES 
and STATIRA; a Tragedy written in Heroick 
Verſe, and Acted at the Theatre Royal, 1677. 
This Play is Dedicated to the Lady Catharine Her- 
bert; and is chiefly founded on the Romance of 
Cafſandra : As to what relates to Alexander, ſee 


uintus Curtius and Juſtin, 
2 we 1 


10 Lives and Characters of the 


II. The Deſtruftion of Troy; a Tragedy, Acted at 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Vork's Theatre, 1679. 
and Dedicated ro the Right Honourable the Lady 
Catharine Roos. This Play met with but indifferent 
Succeſs on the Stage. For the Story conſult Homer, 
Virgil, Dares Phrygins, &c. 4 

III. Virtue Betray'd, or AN NA BULL EN; a Tra- 
gedy, Acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1682, and De- 
dicated to the Illuſtrious Princeſs Elixabeth, Dutcheſs 
of Somerſet. In this Play and the Earl of Eſſex the 
Authcr has had the good Fortune to pleaſe the Fair 
Sex. The Plot is taken from a Book call'd, The 


Novels of Elizabeth, Queen of England, &c. Speed's 


Chron. Herbert, Du Cheſne, Bp. Burnet's Hiſtory of the 


Reform. &C. 1 
IV. The Unhappy Favourite, or T he Earl of Eſſex ; 
a Tragedy, Acted at the Theatre Royal, 1682, De- 
dicated to the moſt High and moſt Illuſtrious Prin- 
ceſs, the Lady Anne, (the late Queen) Daughter to 
his Royal Highneſs. This Play was Acted with 
great Applauſe, and is ſo moving, particularly the 
Scene of the parting of the Earl of Eſex and his 
Dear Friend, that whenever it is repreſented, the 
Fair Sex have ſome Difficulty to refrain from Tears. 
The Prologue and Epilogue were written by Mr. 
Dryden : And the Play is founded on T he Secret 
Hiſtory of the moſt Renowned Queen Elizabeth, and the 
Earl of Eflex ; Camden's Elizabeth, Speed, Du Cheſue, 
Stow, Baker, &c. There are Two Hench Plays on 

this Subject. | | 
V. The Hand Queens, or The Death of MARY 
Queen of Scotland; a Tragedy, publiſh'd in the 
Year 1684. This Play had the ill Fortune to be 
denied the Juſtice of appearing on the Stage ; for 
which Reaſon it was publiſhed by the Author, in 
Defence of himſelf and the Piece. The Story is 
taken 


Engliſh DRAMATICX Poets, 11 


taken from Buchanan, Speed, Camden, Du Cheſue, 
Brantom's Memoirs, Cauſin s Holy Court, &c. 

VI. The Innocent Uſurper, or The Death of the Lady 
JANE GRAY; a Tragedy, printed 1694. This 
Play was like wiſe prohibited the Stage on account of 
ſome miſtaken Cenſures, and groundleſs Inſinuations, 
that it reflected on the Government. In his Dedi- 
cation there is a Defence ſetting forth its being 
writ Ten Years before; ſo that it could deſign no 
Reflection on the then preſent Government. And 
as a certain Author has obſery'd, his Defence ſeems 
reaſonable ; and I think him as much in the right 
when he tells us, that this Tragedy is inferior to 
none of his former. Mr. Rowe has written a Tra- 
gedy likewiſe on this Subject, which has met with 
very great Succeſs ; but the Story does not ſeem 
to be ſo exactly purſued by him, as by Mr. Banks, 
tho' his Language is abundantly more beautiful. 
The Story you may find in our Chronicles. 

VII, Cyrus the Great ; a Tragedy, Acted at 
the New Theatre in Lincoluc Ian Fields, and Dedi- 
cated to her Royal Highneſs, the Princeſs Anne of 
Denmark, 1696. This Play was alſo refus'd Acting 
at firſt, but afterwards it came on, and met with 
very good Succeſs. The Plot is taken out of Scu- 


dei, Romance of Grand Cyrus ; and for the true Sto- 
ry of Cyrus you may conſult Herodotus, Juſtin, &c. 


SS eee eee dee eee ee See e 


Mr. BARKER. 


1 Know nothing farther of this Author, than 

that he preſented the World with the following 

Comedies. 95 

I. The Beau Defeated, or The Lucky Younger Brother. 

II. FipeLia and FOgTUNATUS. pe 
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Mr. BARNABY BARNES. 


N Author, who liv'd in the Time of King 
James I. He wrote one Play call d, 

7 he Dexils Charter; a Tragedy, play'd before 
the King, 1607. This Tragedy ſeems to be writ» 
ten in Imitation of Shakeſpear's old Play, call'd PE- 
RICLES, Prince of Tyre; which gives an Account 
of the Lite and Death of Pope Alexander the Vith : 
For as Shakeſpear raiſcs Gower, an old Engliſh Bard, 
tor his Introductor in that Play; ſo this Author re- 


vives Guicciardine for the ſame purpoſe. And in the 


laſt Age, as well as the preſent Times, the Poets 
frequently introduc'd dumb Repreſentations, which 
were very taking with the Spectators, 


CEC EIIROIEIIOIEI IRIS 


ROBERT BARON, Eq; 


HIS was a Young Gentleman, who liv'd in 

the Reign of King Charles I. and the Inter- 
regnum of Oliver. He was firſt bred at Cambridge, 
and atterwards was a Member of the Honourable 
Society of Eray lun. He wrote Three Dramatick 
Picces. 

I. Deorum Dona; a Maſque, perform'd before the 
King and Queen of Cyprus, It is part of a Ro- 
mance written by the Author, calld T he Cyprian 
Academy, printed at London, 1647. And Mr. Lang- 
bain tells us, that part of this Piece is borrow'd 
from Mr. Taller's Poem to the King on the Navy. 

II. Grievs and Holo, or T he Paſſionate Lovers; 
a Paſtoral, conſiſting of Three Acts only, and bor- 


row'd 
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row'd a great Part from Waller's Poems, Meb- 
fler's Dutcheſs of Malfy, and the aforeſaid Ro- 
mance. The Author was but Seventeen Years of 
Age, when he compos'd that Romance. 

III. Mixrza; a Tragedy, acted in Pera in the 
laſt Age. This Tragedy-was printed at London, 
and Dedicated to the King. It was accounted by 
his Friends a good Play, and recommended by them 
to the World by ſeveral Copies of Verſes. The 
Plot is taken from Herbert's Travels, and for moſt 
of the Scenes and Language he ſeems to have con- 
ſulted Ben. Johnſon's Cataline. Sir John Denham wrote 
his Play call'd T he Sophy on the ſame Subject, and 
about the ſame time. | | 


CR CAS CIC CAST ICAS I ISIS II 


My. FRANCIS BEAUMO NT. 
See FLETCHER. 


FFP 
Mr. Lopowick BA RRE x. 


: N Author who liv'd in the Reign of King 
James I. He wrote only one Play, call'd, 
Ram-Alley, or Merry Tricks; a Comedy, Acted by 
the Children of the King's Revels, and printed in 
the Year 1611. The Plot of Mill Snallſbank's de- 
coying the Widow Tafera, is an Incident in Kali- 

grew's Parſon's Wedding, | 


Capt. 
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Capt. WILLIAM BEDLOE. 


HIS Gentleman, remarkable for his Evidence 
on the Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot, left be- 

hind him a Play, call'd, 
The Excommunicated Prince, or The Falſe Relick, 
printed 1679. The Town wou'd have this to be the 
Popiſh Plot in a Play, tho' he writ an Epiſtle to 


aſſure the Reader the contrary. This Play was 


written in Two Months, and the Plot is taken out 
of Heylin's Coſmography, 
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Mrs. AFRA BEHN. 


Rs. Bean was born in the City of Canter- 
bury ; her Maiden Name Johnſon ; and ſhe 
was no leſs admir'd in her Youth for her Beauty, 
than in her riper Years for Poetical Performances, 
in which ſhe excelld all of her own Sex in the 
Age ſhelivd, and exceeded many of her Contem- 


porary Poets of the other. She had a great Facility 


in Writing ; moſt of her Comedies had the good 
Fortune to pleaſe; and tho' ſhe borrow'd very much 
from the French Poets, and her own Countrymen, 
yet it proceeded rather from Haſte, than want of a 
ſprightly Wir of her own. She had a ſtrong Natural 
Genius, which ſhew'd itſelf in every Thing ſhe writ ; 


and ſhe was not only eminent for her Theatrical 


Performances, but alto for ſeveral other Picces, both 
in Verſe and Proſe, Her Plays are Seventeen in 
Number. 


I. A B- 
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I. ABDELAZ ER, or The Moor (Revenge; a Tra- 
gedy, Acted at the Duke of York's Theatre, 1671. 
This is only an Improvement of Marlo's Luſts 
Dominion, or The Laſcivicus Queen. 

II. Amorous Prince, or The Curious Husband; a 
Comedy, Acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1671. The 
Plot of Antonio is taken from the Story of the Curi- 
ous Impertinent in Don Quixot, Part IV. Chap. 6, 7,8. 

III. Forc'd Mar * iage, Or The Fealous Bridegroom 2 


Tragi-Comedy, Acted at the Duke of Vers Thea- 


tre, in the Year 1671. 

IV. The Dutch Lover; a Comedy, Acted at the 
Duke's Theatre, 1673. For the Plot of this Play, 
ſee a Spaniſh Romance, call'd Don Feniſe, and the 
Stories of Eufemie and Theodore, &c. 

V. The Toum- Fp, or Sir TmoTHy Tawpser ; 
a Comedy, Acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1677. A 
grear part of this Play is borrow'd from a Comedy, 
call'd The Miſeries of Forcd Marriage, written by 
Mr. Geo. Wilkins. 

VI. The Rover, or The Baniſbd Cavaliers, in Two 


Parts, both Comedies, Acted at the Duke of Torts 


Theatre, in the Years 1677, and 1681. The Se- 


cond Part Dedicated to his Royal Highneſs the 


Duke. Thefe Plays have a great deal of Wit in 
them; but they are moſtly taken from X:/ligrew's 
Den Thomaſo, or The Wanderer. 

VII. S. Patient Fancy; a Comedy, aged 
at the Duke's Theatre, 1678. The Character of 
Sir Patient Fancy is borrow'd from Moeliere's Le 
Malade Imaginaire ; The Hypocondriack. Other Cha- 
racters from Broom's Damoiſellle, 

-—Vi1H. Tu Feign'd Courtezans, or A Niebt's Intrigue ; 


a Comedy, Acted at the Duke's Theatre 1679. This 


Play met with very good Succeſs, and is eſteem'd 
one of the belt ſhe has written. 


IX. The 
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IX. The Round Heads, or The Good Old Canſe; a 
Comedy, Acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1682, and 
Dedicated to the moſt Illuſtrious Prince, Henry Duke 
of Grafton. This is only a Play of John Tateam 's, 
call'd, The Rump, alter'd. | 

X. The Falſe Count, or A New May to Play an Old 
Game; a Comedy, Adced at the Duke's Theatre, 
1682. Jſabella's being deceivd by the Chimney- 
Sweeper, is taken from Moliere s Les Precieuſes Ridicules. 
The affected Ladies | 

XI. The City Heireſs, or Sir Timothy Treat-All; a 
Comedy, Acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1682, and De- 
dicated to the Right Honourable, Henry, Earl of 
Arundel. This Play was well receiv'd, but moſt of 
the Characters are borrow'd; part of the Play is 
taken from one of Middleton s, call d A Mad World, 
my Maſters; and part from a Play of Maſſenger's, 
call'd The Guardian. | 

XII The Dung King, or The Miſtake ; a Tragi-- 
Comedy, Acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1683. This 
Play is Dedicated to ſome Gentleman, her particu- 
lar Friend, under the Name of Philaſten. The De- 
ſign is borrow'd from Calprenade's Cleopatra. See the 
Hiſtory of Alcamenes and Menalippa, p. 8. 

XIII. The Lucky Chance, or An Alderman's Bargain ; 
Acted at the Theatre-Royal, 1687, and Dedicated 
to the Right Honourable, Laurence Hyde, Earl of 
Rocheſter. Gayman's enjoying Lady Fulbauk, and 
taking her for the Devil, is copy d from Mr. Alexan- 
der Rickſhaw, and the Lady Artina, trom the Lady of 
Pleaſure, written by Shirley. | 

XIV. The Emperor of the Moon; a Farce, Acted at 
the Queen's Theatre, 1687. Taken from Harlequin 
Empereur dans le Monde de la Lune, ard was originally 
Italian. : 


XV. The Widow Ranter, or The Hiſtory of Bacon in 


ſties 


Virginia; a Tragi- Comedy, Acted by their Maje- 


1a 
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ſties Servants, 1690. This Play was publiſh'd by one 


* 6. J. a known Friend of the Author, after her 

ke Death. The Plot is taken from the Story of 

, = Caſfzs. : 

85 LL. XVI. The Dunger Brother, or The Amorous Filt ; a % 

14 Comedy, likewiſe publiſh d after her Death; to : 

e. which is added her Life. This Play was written 

5 above Ten Years before ſhe dy d, and tho' it had ill 

5, MX Succebs, yet there is a great deal of Wit in it, eſpe- 
cCially in the Two firſt Acts. It was taken from a true 

2 Story of Colonel Henry Martin and a certain Lady. 

. 1 See the Novel call'd Hatige or, The Amours of the 

of x . | Aing of Tameran. 

of C Mrs. Behn Died in the Year 1689, and lies in- 

bo terr'd in the Cloyſter of Meſtminſter-Abbe), under a 

4, Black Marble Stone, with this Inſcription ; 

9 Here lies a Proof that WIr can never le 

= Defence enough againſt MoRTALIT r. 

is | 

1 eee eee 

he Mr. DAWBRIDGE-COURT BELCHIER. 

'3 HIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of King 

d James I. and he writ one Interlude, call'd, 

ff HAN S-BEERNPO r, his Inviſible Comedy of, 

d See me, and ſee me not, 1618. Acted by an honeſt 

2— Company of Health Drinkers. The Author was an 

f Engliſh-man, and in his Epiltle he calls it neither 

.omedy nor Tragedy, | 
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Mr. RICHARD BERNARD. 


LL that I have toobſerve of this Gentleman 
| is, that he liv'd in Lincolnſbire, in the Time of 
Queen Elizabeth, and gave us the firſt entire Tranſ- 
lation of Terence's Comedies. They are Six in 
Number. 5 
Andrea, Adelphi, Eunuchus, Heautontimorumenos, He- 
cyra, and Phormio. Tis worthy Obſervation, that 
Publius Terentius was a Carthaginian born, and brought 


a Slave to Rome, but was made free by his Patron. 
Terent. Seneca, for his Wit, he having found the beſt - 


Way of writing Comedy. The Plots of his Come- 
dies he borrow'd from the Greeks, the Four firſt from 
the Comedies of Menander, and the Two laſt from 
Apollodorus. | 

Mr. Echard has likewiſe oblig'd the Publick with 
2 Tranſlation of this Author. | 
*, + i & > A. K. % 9% $S > & 
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Mr. THOMAs BETTERTON. 


7 HIS excellent Tragedian was born in Tuttle 


Street, Neſiminſter, and his Father was under 


Cook to King Charles I. When he arrived to Years 
ſuſſicient, he was bound Apprentice to Mr. Rhodes, 
a Bookſeller, near Charing-Croſs. 
What prepar'd him for the Stage was, that his 


Maſter Rhodes, having been Wardrobe-Keeper to the 


King's Company of Comedians in the Black-F;yars, got 
a Licence to ſet up a Company of Players in the 
Cock-Pit in Drury-Lane, 1659. Mr. Betterton being 
atthe Head of them. He was about Twenty two 
Yearsof Age, when he gain'd great Applauſe by acting 

| * in 
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in the Loyal Subject, the W/ild-Gooſe-Chaſe, the Spaniſh 
Curate, &c. But while he was thus riſing under his 
Maſter Rhodes, Sir William D'Avenant obtaining a 


Patent of King Charles II. for Erecting a Company, 


under the Name of the Duke of York's Servants, took 
Mr. Betterton, and all that ated under Mr. Rhodes, 
into his Company : And in the Year 1662, open'd 
his Houſe in Lincols's-Imn-Helds, 

Mr. Betterton making now the foremoſt Figure in 


Sir William D'Avenants Company among the Men, 


he marry'd Mrs. Saunderſon, who was no leſs excel- 
lent among the Female-Players, and a Virtuous 
Woman : But notwithſtanding the Induſtry of the 
Patentee, and Managers, the King's Houſe then 
carry'd the Vogue of the Town; and the Lincoln 
Jan-Fields Houſe being not ſo commodious, the 
Players, and other Adventurers, built a much more 
magnificent Theatre in Dorſet Gardens. This like- 
wiſe proving ineffectual, they endeavour'd to divide 
the Old Houſe, and the Animoſities of the Com- 
pany were ſo well improv'd, as to produce a Uni- 
on betwixt the Two Patents. This Union conti- 
nu'd from 1682, to 1695, when the Actors under 
the united Patents, got a new Licence to ſet up a 


Play-Houſe once more in Lincelns-Tan-Fields. But 


when the Succeſs of that Company began to give 
way to the Induſtry of the other; and Mr. Panbrugh 
had built a New Theatre in the Hay-Market, Mr. 
Betterton, weary of the Fatigues and Toil of Go- 
vernment, deliver'd his Company over to the New 


Licence. J hare ſaid thus much to ſhew the Progreſs 
and Revolutions of the Stage. 


He liv'd till he was 75 Years of Age; ard the 
Year before he died, 1799. the Town paid a parti- 
cular Deference to him, by making his Night worth 


500], He was buried with great Decency in the 
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20 Lives and Characters of the 


Cloyſter of Meſtminſter Abby, and his Death was 
equally lamented with that of Reſcizs the great 
Roman Comedian: Which Mr. Rowe prophetically 
foretold, in an Epilogue ſpoken by Mrs. Barry, at 
his laſt Benefit. . | 


IT hat he has been, tho preſent Praiſe be dumb, 
Shall haply be a T heme in Times to come, 
As now we talkof R osScivus, and of Rome. 


He was one of the greateſt Players we ever had 
in England; and there are three Dramatick Pieces 
written or tranſlated by him, tho' his Modeſty was 
ſo great, that he would never permit them to be 
printed in his Life time. 

I. T he Woman made a Juſtice ; a Comedy. 

II. 7 he Unjuſt Judge, or Appiis and Virginia; a 
Tragedy, written originally by Mr. Webſter ; but 
reviv'd and very much alter'd by Mr. Betterton. 

III. The Amorozrs Widow, or The Wanton Wife; a 
Comedy, actcd at the Theatre Royal. This Play 
is an Improvement of Moliere's George Dandin, or 
| The Wanton Wife; and was firſt printed from Mr. 
Betterton's Copy in the Year i710. This Play 1s 
always acted with great Applauſe. 


LT eee COONS 
Mrs. FRAN CES BOOTHBY. 


HIS Gentlewoman liv'd in the Time of King 
Cyparles II. ſhe writ one Play, call'd, | 
MARCELIA; or The Treacherous Friend; a Tra- 
gi- Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1670, and 
Dedicated to the Honourable the Lady Tate of Har- 
dington in the County of Worceſter. 
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e ee NESS ABLESY 


ROGER Bor 
Earl of Orrery. 


| Nobleman of the Kingdom of Ireland, of a 
| diſtinguiſh'd Character, both in Arts and 
Arms; andalſoas a Poet and a Patron. He has pub- 
liſh'd fix Plays in Heroick Verſe, wherein true Engliſh 
Courage 1s exactly delineated, and Morality and 
Virtue truly illuſtrated. They are as follow. 

I. The Black Prince; acted at the Theatre Royal, 
1672. For the Story, ſee Walſingham s Hiſtory of 
England, Wigornienfis Chronicon, Polyd. Vergilii, Flo- 
rentii Monarch. Troiſard Chron. de France & d' Angle- 
terre, Engliſh Chronicles in the Reign of King Ed- 
ward III. © | | 

II. Txvenon; a Tragedy, acted by his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of York's Servants, 1672: See 
the firſt Book of Maccabees, Foſephus, lib 13. Appian de 
Eellis Syriacis, &c. | 

III. HENRY the Fifth; Acted at the Dake of 
York's Theatre, 1677. For the Plot ſee the Chro- 
nicles of Exgland in the Reign of that King, and the 
Reign of King Charles VI. in the French Chronicles; 
as Jean Juvenal des Urfins, Le Hiſt. de Charles 6. Mexe- 
ray, &c. | 

IV. MvusTarnua; a Tragedy, Acted at the 
Duke's Theatre, 1677. See T huanus, lib. 12. Tho. 
Artus la continuacon de la Hiſt, des Tourc's, Knowles's 


Turkiſh Hiſt. &c. | 


V. Gvzman; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre 
Royal, 1693. The Plot of this Play is taken from 
a Romance of the ſame Name, 

VI. HE ROD the Great; a Tragedy printed 
1694. For the Story confult Joſephus, and Herod's 

| G4 Lite 


22 Lives and Characters of the 
Life in Cauſſin's Holy Court. This Play was never 


acted. 


He alſo wrote another Play, called Maſter 
Anthony. 


ND INE IND END END END DN DDE DRIED PHE D 


Mr. SAMUEL BRANDON. 


HIS Author livd in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and wrote one Play only ; calld, 
The Virtuous O cTAvia ; a Tragi-Comedy, prin- 
ted in the Year 1598. This Play was never preſen- 
ted on the Stage, tho the Author and others had a 
very good opinion of it. The Plot is taken from 
Plutarch's Lite of Mark Anteny. 


622 6 033 28 2648 7962 204522903529 BEES 


Mr. NIichOLAS BRETON. 


N Author who writ and publiſh'd one Inter 
lude; call'd, 

The Old Man's Leſſon, and Yeung Man's Love; a 
very antient Piece. 


bee OO E ROI, 


Mr. ANTHONY BREWER. 


HTS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of King 
1 8 J. He wrote two Plays, viz. 

I. The Corry Girl; a Comedy, acted in the Year 
1647. hr 8 Apr 8 This Play was reviv'd 
by one Leonard, 1677 inder the Title of Country In- 
nocence, or The Chainber 1 we mind Quaker, 


II. The 
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II. The Love-/fick Ring; an Englyh Tragical Hiſto- 
ry; with the Lite and Death of Carteſinunda, the 
fair Nun of Mincheſter, printed 1655. This Play 
was alſo reviv'd and acted at the King's Theatre, un- 
der the Title of The perjur'd Nim, Anno 1680. For 
the Story ſee Speed, Polyd. Vergil, Gu. Malmsb. Ingul- 
fus, Higden, Du Cheſne, &C. 


ICDOICDBEEDE EDDIE ESE Dank 
Mr. ALEXANDER BROME. 


| A Attorney by Profeſſion, and a Poet in the 
| Royal Cauſe, in the Reign of King Charles I. 


He wrote one Play; call'd, 


The Cunning Lovers; a Comedy, ated by their Ma- 
jelties Servants, in the Year 1654. with great Appro- 
bation. Part of the Plot is taken from the Hiſtory of 
The Seven I, ſe Maſters of Rome. See alſo The For- 
tunate deceiv'd, and Unfortunate Lovers, a Novel. 

Tho' this Gentleman wrote but one Play, yet he 
gave the World a Volume of Mr. Richard Brome's 
after his Deceaſe. 


* nass asses 
M.. RICHARD BROM E. 
Servant to Ben. Johnſon, who likewiſe livd 


I in the Reign of King Charles I. In imitation 
ot his Maſter, he ſtudied Men and Humour more 


than Books; and his Genius leading him to Comedy, 


he wrote himſelf into Reputation that way. His 
Plots, Mr. Langbain allows to be his own ; and his 
Plays, Fifteen in Number, were acted, moſt of 


them, with good Applauſe. They are as follow ; 
| C 4 I. No- 
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24 Lives and Characters of the 


I. NoveLLa; a Comedy, acted by his Majeſty's 
Servants, 1632. This Play exceeds many of our 
Modern Comedies. | 

II. The Court Beggar ; a Comedy, a&ed at the 
Cockpit, by his Majeſty's Servants, 1632. 

III. Antipodes; a Comedy, acted in the Year 
1638. by the Queen's Servants, at Salisbury Court 
in Fleet-ſtreet. 

IV. Asparagus Garden; a Comedy, 1640. Dedi- 
cated to the Earl of Newcaſtle. 

V. T he City Wit, or The Woman wears the Breeches; 
a Comedy, 1653. 

VI. Damoiſele, or The New Ordinary; a Comedy, 
1653. | | 
VIL T he Mad Couple well Match'd; a Comedy, 


165 3. This Play was reviv'd by the Duke of Vers 


Actors, under the Title of T be Debauchee, or T he 
Credulous Cuckold. | 8 
VIII. The Jovial Crew, or T he merry Beggars; a 
Comedy, acted by his Majeſty's Servants, 1653. 
IX. The Love-fick Court, or T he ambitions Politick ; 
a Comedy, 1658. : 
X. The New Academy, or The New Exchange; a 


Comedy, 1658. 


XI. Covent Garden weeded, or The Middleſex Juſtice 
of Peace, 1658. 
XII. The Queen's Exchange; a Comedy, acted with 
oo Applauſe, by his Majeſty's Servants at Black- 
va. 
II. Queen and Conculine; a Comedy, 1659. 
XIV. The Englih Moor, or The mock Marriage ; 
2 Comedy, aged by her Majeſty's Servants. 
XV. The Northern Laſs, or A Neſt of Fools ; a 
Comedy, acted with great Applauſe at the Theatre 
Royal, 1663. And is commended by Ben. Johnſou, 
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And you, Dick, do my Arts with good Applauſe, 
IWhich you have juſtly gained from the Stage. 
By obſervation of thoſe Comick Laws 
Which 1, your Maſter, firſt did reach the Age. 


Mr. Brome likewiſe join'd with Tho. Haywood, in 
a Play call * The Lancaſhire Witches. 


OEM NN INNER E & G Er 
Ar. RUBEN BOURNE. 


Gentleman late of the Temple, having one 
Play in Print, under the Title of, 
The Contented Cuckold, or The Woman? s Adwocate, 
1692. This Play was never repreſented on the 
Theatre, 


Mr. HENRY BURKHEAD. 


T HIS Author livd in the Reign of King 
Charles I. being then a Merchant of Briſtol. 
He wrote one Play; call'd, 

Cor a's Fury, or LyrENDA' Miſery; a Tra- 
gedy, printed 1645, and Dedicated to the Right 
Hc durable Edward Somerſet, Lord Herbert, The 


gubject of this Play, is the 11h Rebellion, which 
broke out in the Year 1641, 
never acted. 


This Tragedy was 


26 Lives and Characters of the 


eee 
Mr.. BURN AB v. 


Gentleman of the Inner Temple, whom, I am 
inform'd, had a Univerſity Education. He 
has writ three Plays. = 

I. Love betray d, or The agreeable Diſappointment ; a 
Comedy. : 

II. The Modiſb Husband ; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1702. 

III. The Ladies Viſiting Day; a Comedy. 


FFP 


HEN RT BURN EL, Eſq; 


N Lib Gentleman, that liv'd in the Reign of 
King Charles I. who writ the following Play. 
LanvpcarTHaA; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the 
New Theatre in Dublin, with very good Applauſe, 
1641. The Author introduc'd this Play with a Pro- 
logue {ſpoken by an Amazon, having a Battle-Ax in 
her Hand, to ſecure its Succeſs, in imitation of Ber. 
Johnſon, whom he ſtiles the beſt of Engliſh Poets. 
The Plot is founded on the Conqueſt of Fro, King 
of Suevia, by Regner, King of Denmark ; with the 
Repudiation of Landgartha, Queen to Regner. See 
Krantz ius, lib. 4. c. 6, Jo, Magnus, lib. 17. c. 4, 5.& 
Saxo. Gramat. lib. 9. | | 


e 
n 


85 
Ip 5 
n 5 
e 4 
EW 
8 ; 
22 & 
eG es * 1799 * 
2 + "NL 
I=% __ 
La 5 
. X 
K 1 
3 
1 
3 0 
2: 28 
Bs. 
* * 
3 
5 


3 


Lady ELIZABETH CARE w. 
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1 3 
i 


1 HIS Lady, who liv'd in the Reign of Queen 
the Elizabeth, wrote one Play ; call'd, 

1 MakIAu, the Fair Queen of Jury; a Tragedy, 
printed 1613. The Play is well writ, conſidering 
thoſe Times; but there is another Tragedy ſince 
written on the ſame Subject, call'd Hered and Mari- 
amue. The Plot is taken from Joſephus, lib. 14. & 
15. Salian. tom. 6. A. M. 4012. Cc. Torniel tom. 2. 


Mr. THOMAS CARE. 


R. Carew was a Courtier and Favourite of 
=» King Charles I. being Gentleman of the Bed 
gen. Chamber to that Prince; he compos d a Maſque ; 
ets, BE calld, 
ing L | Calum Britannicum; perform'd by the King, the 
the Duke of Lenox, the Earls of Devonſhire, Holland, and 
See FF others of the Nobility, in the Banqueting Houſe at 
GEG l hitebal, in the Year 1633. Mr. Henry Lawes ſet 
the Muſick upon this Occaſion. He was a Gentle- 


man of a great deal of Wit, but guilty of Extra- 
= wvagancy in his Poems (of which he publiſh'd a 
Volume, ſince, ſeveral times reprinted) as appears 
by this Stanza writ to him, by Sir Miliam D Avenant. 
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Thy Wit's chief Virtue is become its Vice; 
For every Beauty thou haſt rais'd ſo high, 

That now coarfe Faces carry ſuch a Price, 
As muſt undo a Lover that would buy. 


DS eee ee eee de ee ee eee e 


Lopowick CARLELL, Eſq; 


HIS Gentleman liv'd in the Time of both *' 

King Charles the Firſt and Second; he was an 
old Courtjer, and poſſeſt the Place of Groom of the 
Privy Chamber, and others. He publiſh'd Six 
Plays. ; 

I. Azviracvs and Puiricia; a Tragi- 
Comedy, in two Parts, acted in Black-friars, by his 
Majeſty's Servants, 1639. This Play was ſince re- 
vivd: with a new Prologue, writ by Mr. Dryden. 
For the Story ſee Geof. Monmouth, lib. 4. c. 16. Pol. 
Vergil, lib. 2. Matth. Weſt, pag. 93. Grafton, part 7. 
Pag. 77: 

II. The Paſſionate Lover, in two Parts; a Tragi-Co- © 
medy, acted before the King and Queen at Somerſet- © 
houſe, 1655. And Dedicated to the Illuſtrious Prin- 
ceſs Mary, Dutcheſs of Richmond and Lenox. 2 

III. The Fool would be a Favourite, or The Diſcreet 
Lover; 1657. acted by the Queen's Servants, with 
general Applauſe. _— 

IV. OsMonp the Great Turk, or The Noble Ser- 
vant ; a Tragedy, acted by the Queen's Majeſty's 
Servants, 1657. The Action of this Play, is the 
taking of Conſtantinople, in the Year 1453. See Knoles's 
Turk. Hiſt. in the Lite of Mahomet, Bandellos Novels, 
tom. 1. Hiſt. 2. Lipfi Monita, lib. 2. eap. I. Artus le 
Contin. de l Hiſt. des Turcs, lib. 11. 5 
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V. The Deſerving Favourite; a Tragi-Comedy, 


acted by the King's Servants 1659. with very great 


Applauſe. 
VI. HERACL IVS, Emperor of the Eaſt; a Tra- 


gedy, Printed in the Lear 1664. This is only a 
Tranſlation of a French Play, writ by Monſieur Cor- 
neille, and was never acted. See Zouar, Baronins, 
&c. N 

The Author has theſe Lines in his Prologue, as 
an Excuſe for his Tranſlation. 


All things have proper Idioms of their own, 
Their Elegance in ours is hardly ſhown ; 
This, but a Copy, and all ſuch go leſs, 
Great Beauties may be alter d by the Dreſs. 


And the following Diſtich ſhows his Opinion of 
Tranſlations in general. 


T hoſe who Tranſlate, hope but a Labourer's Praiſe, 
*7 i ſuch as can Invent, deſerve the Bays. 


. S E E. hp E E E E E &. 
Mr. JAMES CARLIL E. 


T HIS Author was firſt a Player; he quitted 
the Stage in his Youth, and ſerv'd in the [i 
Wars under King William III, where he loſt his Life 
1n the Bed of Honour. He wrote a Play ; call'd, 

T he Fortune Hunters, or Two Fools well met; a 
Comedy, 1689. Acted by his Majeſty's Servants 
with great Applauſe. | | 
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FEC 
W. RICHARD CARPE NT E R. 


A N Author that liv'd in the latter end of the 


Reign of King James I. He wrote one Play ; ; 


call'd, 
The Pragmatical Jeſuit new Leaven'd ; a Play ten- 
ding to Morality and Virtue ; the Author was ſup- 


pos'd to be a Divine. 


988288—————83883383889899895 


Myr. GEORGE CARTWRIGHT. 


A HIS Gentleman liv'd at Fulham, and oblig' d 
the World with one Play; call'd, 
Heroick Love, or The Infanta of Spain; a Tragedy, 
printed 1661, and Dedicated to King Charles II. 
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Mr. WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT, 


A Gentleman, eminent for Learning and Loyalty; 
brought up a King's Scholar at Eton, under 


Dr. Olbaſton, and choſe Student of Chr Mh < 


College in Oxon, where he took his Degrees of 
Batchelor and Maſter of Arts: In the Year 1643, 
he was choſen Proctor, and admitted by the Uni- 
verſity in April, but died the Winter following, la- 
mented by all that knew him. He was an excellent 
Orator, and an admirable Poet, which Cicero, 
with all his Pains, could never attain to. He was 
expert in the Latin, Greek, French and Italian Lan- 
guages; was extreme modeſt in his Behaviour, and 
beautiful in his Perſon; was beloved of Majeſty ; 
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and admir'd not only by his Acquaintance, but 
Strangers. Ben. Jehnſou call d him his Son: And 
Biſhop El gives him the higheſt Praiſe, in ſaying, 
He was the utmoſt that Man could come to. He writ 
four Plays. 

I. The Siege, or Love's Convert, a Tragi-Comedy, 
1651. Dedicated to King Charles I. The Story of 
M.ſander and Leucatia, is founded on that of Pauſa- 
aias and Cleonice, in Plutarch's Lite of Cymon ; and 


other Parts from Boccace's Novels. 


II. The Royal Slave; a Tragi-Comedy, perform'd 
by the Students of Chri/t-church College, Oxon. 165 f. 
Dr. Budy, late Schoolmaſter of Weſtminſter, acted a 
chief Part, approving himſelf a ſecond Roſcius; for 
he, with the reſt of his Fellow-ſtudents, exceeded 
the Performance of the Players at Hampton-Conrt. 
This Play, by the Nobleneſs of the Stile, and Ex- 
cellency of the Songs, with the fine Scenes, and ad- 
mirable Performance, was eſteem'd the beſt that 
had been repreſented in the laſt Age. 

HI. The Ordinary; a Comedy, 1657. Part of the 
Firit Act of this Play, 1s inſerted as a Love Dialogue, 
in a Book call'd Mit's Interpreter. p. 8 1. 

IV. The Lady Erraut, a Tragi-Comedy, 1657. 
This was eſteem'd a good Play. 

Theſe Plays are printed with his Poems in 8e. 
where moſt of the Wits of the Univerſity appear 
with Copies of Verſes, to ſhew the great Eſteem 
they had tor the Author. 


ccc 
Mrs. Sus ANNA CENT LIVRE. 


HIS Gentlewoman, now living, is Daughter 
of one Mr. Freeman, late of Holbeach, in Lincolu- 


Fire, who married a Daughter of Mr. Marham, a 


Gentle- 
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Gentleman of a good Eſtate at Lynn Regis, in the 
County of Norfo/k. There was formerly an Eſtate in 
the Family of her Father; but he being a Diſſenter, 
and a zealous Parliamentarian, was ſo very much per- 


ſecuted at theReſtoration, that he was neceſſitated to 


fly into Ireland, and his Eſtate was confiſcated : Nor 
was the Family of her Mother free from the Seve- 
rities of thoſe Times, they being likewiſe Parliamen- 
tarians. Her Education was in the Country ; and 
her Father dying when ſhe was but three Years of 
Age ; and her Mother not living till ſhe was twelve, 
what Improvements ſhe has made, have been meerly 


by her own Induſtry and Application. She was mar- 


ried before the Age of Fifteen, to a Nephew of Sir 
Stephen Fox. This Gentleman living with her 
but a Year, ſhe afterwards married Mr. Carrol, 
an Officer in the Army : And ſurvived him 
likewiſe, in the ſpace of. a Year and half, She is 
ſince married to Mr. Joſeph Cent Livre, Yeoman of 
the Mouth to his preſent Majeſty. She was inclin'd 
to Poetry when very Young, having compos'd a 
Song before ſhe was Seven Years old. She has wrote 
Fifteen Plays; her Talent is Comedy, particularly in 
the Contrivance of the Plots and Incidents ; the 
Conduct and Beauty of which, are ſufficiently re- 
commended by Sir Richard Steele, in one of the Spec- 
tator . Her Dramatick Pieces are as follow: 

I. The Perjurd Hiusband; a Tragedy, Acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1702. Dedicated to the late 
Duke of Bedſord. „%%% 

II. The Beau's Duel, or A Soldier for the Ladies, a 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre in Lincoln -Iun-Fields, 
Dedicated to Mr. Brown of Stcking-Hall, 1703. 

III. The Stolen Heireſs, or The Salamancha Doctor 
out-witted; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the Theatre 
in Lincolns-1an-Fields, 1794. Dedicated to Sir Stafford 
Fairbourne. | | 5 
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IV. The Gameſter ; a Comedy, acted at the The- 
atre in Lincilut-Hin-Helds, 1704 Dedicated to 
George Earl of Huntingdn, This Play is an im- 
prov'd Tranſlation of one under the ſame Title in 
each, and appear'd on the Stage with good Ap- 
lauſe. | . | 
| V. The Baſſet Table; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal in Drury-lage. Dedicated to the 
Lord Altham, _ | 

VI. Love's Contrivance, or Le Medicin malgre lui; 
a Comedy, acted in Drury-lane, 1705. Dedica- 
ted to the late Earl of Dorſet. This is a Tranſla- 
tion from Moliere. 

VII. Love at a Venture; a Comedy, acted at the 
Bath, 1706. Dedicated to the Duke of Beaufort. 

VIII. The Buſy Body; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1708. Dedicated to the late Lord 
yo This Play was acted with very great Ap- 
laufe. | 
: IX. Mar-eLor, the Second Part of the Buſy Body, 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1709. Dedicated to 
the Earl of Portland. 

N. The Perplex'd Lovers; a Comedy, adted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1710. Dedicated to Sir Henry 
Furnace. 

XI. The Platcnick Lady; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1711. | 

All. The Man's bewitch'd, or The Devil to do about 
her; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre in the Hay- 
Au, ket, 1712. Dedicated to the Duke of Devon- 


XIII. The Hinder, a Naman keeps a Secret; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Theatre Royal in Drury-laze, 
1714. Dedicated to his Royal Highneſs George, 
Prince of Males. This Play had very good Succeſs. 
XIV. The Cruel Gift, or The Royal Reſentment ; à 
Tragedy, acted at the 5 1716. For 
the 
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the Story of this Play, ſee Sigiſmonda and Guiſeards, | 
a Novel of Boccace. 

XV. A Bold Stroke for a Wije ; a Comedy acted 
at the Theatre in Lincolns-1nm-Fields, 1717. Dedica- 
ted to the Duke of Marton. 

Beſides theſe Plays, ſhe has writ three Farces. 


I. Bickerſtaff's Burying, or Mort for the Upbolaer. 3 


II. The Gotham Elec lion. 
III. 4 Wife well manag'd. 
But they were neither of them preſented on the 


Stage. 
A EEE EOEEESESESEOED ED EM =a 
Mr. ROBERT CHAMBERLAIN. 
N Author that liv d in the Time of King | 


Charles I. He wrote one Play; 

The Swaggering Damſel ; a Comedy, printed in the | 
Year 1640. Tis uncertain whether this Play was 
ever acted, 

VO OL ONT ONO Or nr (IN Pt 


Mi. WIL LIAII CHAMBERLAIN, 


HIS Author liv'd at Shaftesbury, in Dorſerſbire, 
in the Reign of King Charles I. He was an E 


old Cavalier, and by Profeſſion a Doctor of SHR Ck, 
He writ but one Play ; call'd, 
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Love's Victory ; a Tragi-Comedy, 1658. Ded: 


cated to Sir William Portman. 


by the Noſe, or A Peet A 


This Play was com- 
pos d during the inteſtine Troubles; and the Powers 
then in being, having ſuppreſs d the Stage, it was 
not acted 'til the Year 1678, when it appear'd and 
was acted under a new Title; call'd, The Mit led 


2 2 
©. AT 
1 N 
* 8 
31 
2 — 
. 
s ; 
4 
8 PA 
* 4, 


— Ha 
+ I 


35 
HEIDI RIDE IIIRI IIS 
Mr. GEORGE CHAPMAN. 


Engliſh DRAMATICK POETS. 


A Poet that flouriſh'd in the latter part of the 

Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and in the Reign of 
King James I. He was an Intimate of Ben. Johnſon s, 
and was careſs'd by the foremoſt Poetick Writers of 
that Age. He was extremely valu'd by all his Ac- 
quaintance ; particularly by the Gentlemen of the 
Middle-Temple and Lincoln - Iun, at whoſe Requeſt he 
wrote a Maſque on the Occaſion of the Marriage 
between the Princeſs Elizabeth, only Daughter to 
King James I. and Frederick V. Count Palatine of 
the Rhine, afterwards King of Bohemia, His Dra- 
matick Performances are ; 

I. Al Fools; a Comedy preſented at Black-fryars, 
1605, This was accounted an excellent Play 
in thole Days, and was acted before King James. 
It is built on Terence's Heautontimorumenos, or Self- 
Denyer, 

II. Eaftward Hie; a Comedy, likewiſe acted in 
the Black-fryars, 1605. This Play was written by 
Mr. Chapman, Ben, Fohaſon, and Mr. Marſton, who 
engag' d in a Triumvirate : And Mr. Tate, ſome time 
lince, revivd it, under the Title of Cuckolds Haven. 

III. The Gentleman her; a Comedy, printed in 
1606. This Play merits very little Commendation, 
and tis very uncertain whether it was ever acted. 

IV. Monſieur D'Orive ; a Comedy, often ated 
with Succeſs, at the Theatre in the Black-fryars, 
I 606. | 
V. The Conſpiracy, and Tragedy of Charles, Duke of 
Biron, Marſbal of France. Two Plays, 1608. acted 


in the Black-fryars, and Dedicated to Sir Thomas 
= /!5agham, For the Story, fee Davila's Hiſt. of 
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France, Mezeray, and other French Chronicles, in the 
Time of King Henry IV of France. 

VI. May-Day ; a witty Comedy, acted ſeveral 
times at the Black-fryars, 1611. | 

VII. Zhe Widows Tears; a Comedy, 1612 ; Plot 
from Petronius Arbiter. See alſo The Epheſian Matron. 

VIII. Bufy d' AMBO IS his Revenge; a Tragedy, 
acted at the private Houſe in the White-fryars, 1613. 
Dedicated to Sir Thomas Howard, This Play was 
not acted with that Applauſe, as moſt of the other 
Dramatick Works of this Poet. 

IX. The Temple; a Maſque, 1614. This was the 
Maſque preſented at Court before the King, at the 
Celebration of the Nuptials of Count Palatine of | 
the Rhine, and the Princeſs Elizabeth ; Mr. Inigo Jones 
ordering the Machines and Decoration of the Scenes. 

X. Two Wiſe Men, and all the reſt Holt; a Co- 
medy, acted ſeveral times, 1619. The Prologue 
and Epilogue of this Play are writ in Proſe. Mr. 
Langbain, in his Remarks on this Play, takes notice, 
that it exceeds, in the number of Acts, any Play 
whatever, it extending to ſeven; which is contrary 
to the Rule of Horace. 


Neve minor, neu fit quinto, productior aclu 


Fabula, que pi ſci vult & Spec lata reponi, 


XI. C SAR and POMPEY; a Tragedy, 1631. 
Dedicated to the Earl of Middleſex. The Story is 
to be found in Suetoniuss Lite of Julius Caſar, Plu- 
tarch, Vell. Paterculus, Florus, Dion, Lucan, &C. 

XII. Reveige for Honour ; a Tragedy, 1654. 
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XIII. ArPpnhoxsus, Emperor of Germany; a 
Tragedy, acted with great Applauſe at the private 
Houſe in Black-jryars, 1654. Plot from Chron. de Re- 
lis Germanicts. See allo Reynolds on the Paſſions, 
Iunle;'s Hilt. of Man. Mariana de Reb. Hiſt. lib. 13. c. 
10, &c. 

XIV. Humorous Days Mirth ; A Pleaſant Comedy. 

This Play was acted by the Earl of Nottingham s 
Servants. 
XV. Buſy d AMBOTSE; a Tragedy, pre- 
ſente d at St. Paul's, in the Reign of King James I. 
and ſince at the Theatre Royal with good Applauſe. 
The Piot is taken from the French Chron. Hen. III. 
Thuanns, De Serres & Rofſets Hiſt. Trag. de notre Temps. 
Ht. 17. P. 363. 

XVI. The Blind Beggar of Alexandria; a Comedy, 
neither divided into Acts nor Scenes. This is ſaid 
to be publiſhd in 1598 ; and if ſo, it is the Author's 
firſt Play. 

This Author laid down for a Rule, that a Moral 
ought to be the Foundation of a Play; Inſtruction 
being the chief Deſign of 'a Poet. And beſides: his 
Dramatick Works, he tranſlated all Humer, viz. his 

adi, Odiſſes, and his Batracomyomachia, or The Battle 
of the Fro gs and Mice: And Hefrod, and Muſæus, 
which were eſteem'd well done in the Infancy of 
Tranilation. | 


Mr. GCOLLEY C1HSBER 


N excellent Player, as well as an Author; 
he is of Foreign Extraction, his Father being 


Native of Holſtein, and a famous Statuary, which 
recommended him to King Charles II. He was ear- 
lv, by his Fancy, led to the Stage, but he did not 

D 3 make 
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make any conſiderable Figure there, till the Diviſion 
of the Houſes, when he at once exerted both the 
Poet and the Player. He has naturally a good 
ſhare of Wit, an uncommon Vivacity, and a great 
deal of Humour; and theſe are very much improv'd 
by the Converſation he enjoys, which is the beſt. 
He has publiſh'd Fifteen Dramatick Pieces. 

I. Love's laſt Shift, or The Fol in Faſhion ; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1696. The 
Part of Sir Novelty Faſhion, which the Author per- 
form d himſelf in this Play, very much increas'd his 
Reputation. This Play is Dedicated to Richard 
Norton, of Southwick, Eſq; And the Author aſſures 
his Patron that the Play is entirely his own ; neither 
the Plot nor any Expreſſions being borrow'd from 
either the Dead or Living. The Criticks allow the 
Plot to be new and admirable, but founded on 


an Improbability, viz. on Loveleſi's not knowing 
his Wite : And as for the Characters, they will have 


it, that Sir Novelty Snap, Nuarciſſa and the elder 
Worthy, ſeem Copies of Sir Fipling, Ferry in Love for 
Lowe, Setter in the Old Batchelor, &c. 

II. Homan's Mit, or The Lady in Faſhion; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1697. This 
Play is inferior, in Reputation, to the tormer, ſeveral 
of the Characters being borrow'd. The Character 
of Rakiſh, Father and Son, with the Plot of their 
Walk, are taken in a great meaſure from the Fortune 
Hunters; from Ortway's Dare Devil; and from Sir 
Thomas Revel and his Son, in Greenwich Park. 

III. XNERXES; a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre 
in Lincolus-Inm-Ficlds, by his Majeſty's Servants, 
1699. 3 
IV. Love males a Man, or The Fops Firtune ; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Theatre in Lincoluꝶ Inn-Helds, 
with Succeſs. It is partly taken from two of 
Fletcher's Plays, wiz. The Cuſtim of the Ccuntry, and 


The Elder Brother, "VT. 
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V. The Careleſs Husband ; a Comedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal; Dedicated to the Duke of 
Argyle. This Play was acted with very great 
Applauſe; and 'tis reported that he had ſome Af 
ſiſtance in it from his Patron and Mr. Manwayring. 

VI. The Ladies laſt Stake, or The Wives Reſent- 
ment; a Comedy, acted at the Queen's Theatre in 
the Hay-market, Dedicated to the Marquis of Kent. 

| VII. The Comical Lovers; a Comedy, acted at 
the Theatre in Drury-/aze. 

VIII. She wou'd, and ſhe wou'd not, or T he kind Im- 
poſtor ; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 
1703. Dedicated to the Duke of Ormond. 

IX. The: Rival Fools; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal. This Play met with but indifterent 
Succeſs. 

X. PeRoOLLA and IzaDoRa; a Tragedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1706. Dedicated to 
Charles Earl of Orrery. 

XI. The Double Gallant, or The Sick Lady's Cure ; 
a Comedy, acted at the Theatre in the Hay- market. 
Part of this Play is borrow'd from Mrs. Cent Livre's 
Love at a Venture, 25 

XII. The Nonjuror; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1717, Dedicated to the King. 
This Play was acted for near three Weeks together, 
with great Applauſe. The Coquet in this Play is a 
very fine Character, and the greateſt part of it new; 
but the Character of the Non-Juror ſeems to be 
taken from Molierès Tartuft, and the Tranſlation 
call'd the Engliſh Puritan ; acted in the beginning of 
the Reign of King Charles II. 

XIII. The School- Boy; a Farce, of two Acts. 

XIV. Venus and Aponis; a Maſque. 

XV. Mryrrilto; a Paſtoral Interlude. 

Beſides theſe, Mr. Cibber has produc'd another 

Play, call'd The Heroick Daughter; 3 Tragedy. This 
4 Play 
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Play has been acted, but was never printed. It is 
the CID of Corneile trarſlated. 


ITT 


Sir ASTON COCKAIN. 


A Gentleman of an ancient Family, who, in the 

Reign of King Charles II. lived at Aſhbourn 
in Derbyßire, where he had a fine Seat. He was 
educated at Trinity Coliege, Cambridge ; and about the 
Age of twenty four, he travell'd into France and 
F aty : And being very much inclin'd to Poetical 
Studies; he left (among ſeveral other Pieces) three 
Plays and a Maſque. 

J. A Maſque perform'd at Berthie in De, hyſbire, 
463 9. before the Right Honourable Phibp, firſt 
Earl of Cheſter field. 

II. The b/tinate Lady; a Comedy, 1658. This 
Play is an Imitation of The very /Y/oman, written by 
Malſinger. 

III. TRAPPOIIN ſarpobd a Prince; a Tragi- 
Comedy, 1658. The Plot of this Play is taken from 
Trapolen credulo Principe; an Italian Tragi-Comedy, 
which the Author ſaw acted at Venice. It was re- 
viv'd by Duffet, after the Reſtoration ; and ſince 
by Mr. Tate, being acted in Dorſet Garden, 1685. 

IV. Ovip's Tragedy, 1669. Part of this Play 
is taken from Ovid's Elegies, and part from 1! Athe- 


iſto Fuliminato, an Italian Play; particularly, the 


Pail-ge of Huunibal's inviting the dead Carcaſs of 
H. gidis to Supper; and on which e the | 
wy 2 75 at the Libertine is built. 

M ffanty and Mr. Thi lip, place to this 


Author The ſites, and Tyranmical Glxerhment, tho, tis 
fup295sd, they were none of his, Theſe are all 
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WILLIAM CONGREVE, E(q; 


T' HIS Gentleman is deſcended from the very 
- ancient Family of the Congreves, of Congreve 
in the County of Stafford ; and he is the only ſurvi- 
ving Son of William Congreve, Eſq; who was ſecond 
Son to Richard Congreve, of Congreve and Stretton in 
the ſaid County, Elq; He was born at a Place 
call'd Bardſa, not far from Leeds in Yorkſhire; being 
a part of the Eſtate of Sir John Lewis, his Great 
Uncle by his Mother's Side. | 

His Father being a younger Brother, his Affairs 
and Command in the Army carried him into Ve- 
land, when Mr. Congreve was very Young, by which 
means he had his Education, as to Humane Lear- 
ning, in the great School or College of Kilkenny, 
and the Univerſity of Dublin; from whence retur- 
ning into England ſoon after the Revolution, he was 
enterd into the Society of the Middle Temple, where 
he began the Study of the Law; bur did not make 
ſo great a Progreſs as ever to be call'd to the Bar. 
* And,as a certain Author has obſerv'd, Mr. Congreve 
vas of too delicate a Taſte, had Wit of too fine 
* a turn to be long pleas d with a crabbed unpala- 
table Study; in which the laborious dull plod- 
* ding Fellow generally excells the more ſprightly 
and vivacious Wit; This concurring with his na- 
** tural Inclinations to Poetry, diverted him 
* from the Bar to the declining Stage, which then 
* itood in need of ſuch a Support; and from 
* whence the Town jaſtly receiv'd him as Rome's 
other Hope. 

Mr. Cougreve, notwithſtanding he has juſtly ac- 


quird the greateſt Reputation in Dramatick Wri- 


tings, 
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tings, is ſo far from being puff d up with Vanity 
(a Failing in moſt Authors of Excellency) that he 
abounds with Humility and good Nature. He does 
not ſhew ſo much the Poet as the Gentleman; he is 
ambitious of few Praiſes, tho” he deſerves numerous 
Encomiums ; he is genteel and regular in Oecono-— 
my, unaffected in Behaviour, pleaſing and infor- 
ming in his Converſation, and reſpectful to all. 
And as for his Talents in Dramatick Poetry, I ſhall 
omit a Deſcription of the Beauty of his Dialogue, 
Fineneſs of his Humour, and other particulars; and 
confine what J have to ſay in the ſmalleſt Compaſs 
of Poctical Expreſſion. 


As riſing Sparkles in each Draught of Wine, 
So Force of Wit appears in ev'ry Line. 


Mr. Congreve has oblig'd the World with the fol- 
lowing Plays. £ | | 

I. The Old Batchelor, a Comedy, acted at the The- 
atre Royal, in the Year 1693. Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable Charles Lord Clifford, This 
Comedy was acted with a general Applauſe, and 
was introduc'd into the World with ſeveral Copies 
of Verſes, which it juſtly merited, tho' the Author 
was then not above nineteen Years of Age; and it 
not only made him known to the Town, and a noble 
Mecænds, but was honour'd with the Preſence of the 
beautiful and virtuous Queen Mary: And Mr. Con- 


greve, in return of Gratitude, wrote one of the 


tineſt Paſtorals we have in the Engl; Language, on 
the lamented Death of that incomparable Princeſs. 
There's a genteel and ſprightly Wit in the Dialogue 
of this Play; and the humorous Characters are 
agreeable to Nature, which can be ſaid of few 


other Dramatick Performances; yet the Criticks at- 
tack 


Engliſh DRAMATICX Potts. 43 


tack him for the Incidents of Marriages in Masks, 
as being ſcarce eyer done in reality. . 

II. The Double Dealer; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1694. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Charles Montague, Eſq; one of the Lords 
of the Treaſury. This Play did not meet with the 
Encouragement as the former ; neither had it equal 
Succeſs with any of Mr. Congreve's latter Dramatick 
Pieces; but I never ſaw any particular Criticiſm on 
its Defe&s ; which gives me leave to think its ill 
Reception proceeded more from a capricious Humour 
of the Town, than any confiderable Errors in the 

Compoſure of the Play. 

III. Love for Love; a Comedy, aced at the 
Theatre in Little Lincolus-Inn-Fields, by his Ma- 
jeſty's Servants, 1695. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Charles Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex. 
This Play was acted with very great Applauſe, at 
the opening of the New Houſe. There 1s abun- 
dance of Wit in it, and a great deal of fine and diver- 
ting Humour; the Characters are juſtly diſtinguiſh'd, 
and the Manners well mark'd. Some of the nicer 
Criticks find fault with the unravelling of the Plot, 
and the Conduct of Angelica in it: But in ſpite of 
Envy, this Play muſt be allow to be one of the 
beſt of our modern Comedies. 

IV. The Mourning Bride; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Little Lincoln Inn-Fields, by his Ma- 
jeſty's Servants, 1697. Dedicated to her Royal 
Highneſs the Princeſs Anne of Denmark. This Play 
had the greateſt Succeſs of all Mr. Congreve's Per- 
formances; and indeed met with Encouragement in- 
terior to no Dramatick piece, that has at any time 
appeard on the Engliſh Stage. The Excellency of 
this Tragedy can in nothing be more particularly 
deicrib'd, than in Sir Richard Blackmore's Preface to 
nis Poem, entitled, King Arthur; which runs thus: 

| | * Since 
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learned Doctor of Mr. Cong eve's Mourning Bride 


Since the writing of this, I have ſeen a Tragedy, 
calbd The Mourning Bride, which I think myſelf 


oblig'd to take notice of in this Place. This 


Poem has receiv'd, and in my Opinion, very juſt- 
ly, univerſal Applauſe ; being look'd on as the 
moſt perfect Tragedy that has been wrote in this 
Age. The Fabie, as far as I can judge at firſt 
ſight, is a very artful and maſterly Contrivance ; 
the Characters are well choſen, and well delinea- 
ted ; that of Zara is admirable. The Paſſions are 
well touch'd, and skillfully wrought up. The 
Diction proper, clear, beautiful, noble, and di- 
verſiſied agrecably to the variety of the Subject. 
Vice, as it ought to be, is puniſh'd; and op- 
preſs'd Innocence at laſt rewarded. Nature ap- 
pears very happily imitated, excepting one or 
two doubtful Inſtances, thro* the whole piece; 
in which there are no immodeſt Images or Ex- 
preſſions; no wild unnatural Rants, but ſome few 
Exceptions being allow'd, all Things are chaſt, 
juſt and decent. This Tragedy, as I ſaid before, 
has mightily obtain'd, and that without the un- 
natural and fooliſh mixture of Farce and But 
toonery ; without ſo much as a Song or a Dance, 
to make it more agreeable. By this it appears, 
that as a ſufficient Genius can recommend itſelf, 


and furniſh out abundant Matter of Pleaſure and 


Admiration, without the paultry Helps above 
nam'd : So likewiſe, that the Taſte of the Na- 
tion is not ſo far deprav'd, but that a regular and 
chaſte Play will not only be forgiven, bur highly 
applauded.” This is the Character given by the 


and I can, by ro means, be of Opinion with ſome 
pretending Criticks, that Sir Richard's Aim, in this 


Commendation, was more to depreſs the Praiſes of 


Mr. Cengrede's Predeceſſors, Mr. Dryden, Mr. Otuay, 


and 
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and Mr. Lee, than the raiſing of Mr. Congreve ; I 
look upon it to be meerly a Debt due to Merit, and 
arſu'd without any turther protracted Views. 

V. The Way of the Would; a Comedy acted at the 
Theatre in Little Lincclns-Tan-Fields, by his Majeſty's 
Servants, Dedicated to the Right Honourable Ralph 
Earl of Mountague. This Play, equal to, if not the 
beſt of Mr. Congreve's Comedies, unleſs it be his Love 

for Love, had not the Succeſs of molt of his other Per- 

formances; which ſhews there is ſtill an uncertainty 
in hitting the Humour of the Town: But tho' at firſt 
it ſcem'd to be rejected, it has been lately reviv'd 
at the Theatre in Drury-laze, and acted ſeveral 
Nights with very great Applauſe. 

VI. SEMELE; an Opera. This Performance 
was never repreſented on the Theatre. 

VII. The Judgment of PARIS; a Maſque, 

Theſe Dramatick Performances of Mr. Congreve, 
were publiſh d with his other Poetical Writings, 

in three Volumes Octavo, 1710. and the Criticks 
do him the Jultice to confeſs, that the Faults which 
may be found in them, are of a Nature that 
makes them very diſputable ; and in which both his 
Predeceſſors and Cotemporaries have offended. 
Whatever ſmall Errors there may be in Mr. Con- 
greve's Dramatick Pieces, he may be juſtly excus'd, 
when *tis conſider'd, that he both began and left off 
to write when he was very Young ; he quitted wri- 
tirg at the Age of ſeven and twenty; And what 
might not the World have expected from him, if he 
had continu'd his Dramatical Studies, when he was 
capable of writing an O/d Batchelor at Nineteen ? 
and the great Mr. Dryden did not compleat his firſt 
Pertormance till he was above the Age of Thirty. 

He is the only Dramatick Poet now living, excel- 
lent for both Comedy and Tragedy; the Plays he 
has written in both ways, being very much 1 

| cd; 


— 


il 46 Lives and Characters of the 
| | ed: And what Mr. Dennis has lately obſerv'd of : 
Il Mr. Congreve, is eſteem'd, by moſt Perſons, very : 
ob juſt ; That he left the Stage early, and Comedy 5 
0 has quitted it with him. 3 


Tho' I am doubtful I ſhall treſpaſs upon Mr. Con- 
greve's Modeſty, I cannot omit inſerting ſome Verſes 


il ſent to him by Mr. Dryden, upon his writing the 
| Double Dealer. 
| | To my dear Friend Mr. Congreve. 
| N eaſy Dialogue i Fletcher's Praiſe - E 
0 He mov d the Mind, but had not power to raiſe, w_ 
| Great Johnſon did by ſtrength of Judgment pleaſe, 3 
| Tet doubling Fletcher's Force, he wants his Eaſe - 1 
| In differing Talents both adorn d their Age; Hig 
| One for the Study, t other for the Stage. | 
il But both to Congreve juſtly ſhall ſubmit, , 
fl One match'd in Judgment, both o'er-match'd in Wit. : 
| Is Him all Beauties of this Age we ſee ; T9 
l Etherege's Courtſhip, Southern's Purity ; | Ef 
if The Satire, Wit and Strength of Manly Wycherley. Ex 
fi Maintain your Poſt : T hat's all the Fame you need ; | 
j For "tis impoſſible you ſhould proceed. 
4 Already I am worn with Cares and Age; 
= And juſt abandoning th' ungrateful Stage : 
[i Unprofitably kept, at Head ug expence,” 
i 4 live a Rent-charge on his Providence: 
9 | But Jou, whom eury Muſe and Grace adorn, 
| Hhom I foreſee to better Fortune born; 
ii Be kind to my Remains; and oh defend, 


Againſt your Judgment, your departed Friend! 

Let not th; inſulting Foe my Fame perſue; 

But ſhade thoſe Lawrels which deſcend to Vu: 

And take for Tribute what theſe Lines expreſs - 

Tou merit more; nor could my Love do leſs. 
EDwarD 


— Tl n WW A : 
WWW 7 x 
wo PSs, n 8 TAE 277 28 ST OE EEO, My N 3 n R PD EE el E 22 5 
FFV Te Ns oe WP IG Es A A EE cr 


Engliſh DRAMATICK PogrSs. 47 


2 DE DEND BHD IND TED GEDDEDDEDOED ED? 


EDwaRD COOK, Eſq; 


N Author, of whom no other Account is given 
by Mr. Langbain, than that he wrote one 
Play; call'd, 

Love's Triumph, or The Royal Union; a Tragi- 
Comedy, printed 1678. Dedicated to her Royal 
Highneſs Mary, Princeſs of Orange. Plot from 
Calſandra, a Romance, part 5. book 4. This Play 
was never acted. | 


Mr. Joun Cook. 


HIS is likewiſe an Author who has writ but 

one Play ; call'd, . 

GREEN'S Tu Quoque; a Comedy. Mr. Heywood 

tells us this Play was acted with great Applauſe. It 

had its Name from one Green, a famous Comedian 

in his Time, whoſe general Repartee to all Com- 
plements, was Tu Quoque. 


ASD eee 
Mr. Joun CoREx. 


Gentleman that has compil'd one Play, and 
tranſlated another. 

I. The Generous Enemies, or T he Ridiculous Lovers ; + 

a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1672. This 

Play is entirely a Collection from others. The chief 


Deſign is borrow d from Quinault's La Genereuſe Ingra- 
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titude; that of the Ridiculous Lovers from Corneille's 
D. Bertran de Cigarral; Bertran's Teſty Humour, is 
partly borrow'd from Randelph's Muſes Looking-Glaſs. 
And the Quarrel between him and Rubatzi, wholly 
ſtolen from Love's Pilgrimage. 

II. The Metamorphoſis, or The Old Lover outwitted. 
A Tranllaticn from Moliere. 


8588838888888888383888888688855 


CHaRLEs COTTON, Eſq; 


Gentleman of a good Family in Stafford hire. 

He tranſlated one of Coyneille's Plays; call'd, 
Horact; a Tragedy, printed 1671. This 
Play has been likewiſe tranſlated by Sir William 
Lower and Mrs. Katherine Philips; but the Tranſla- 


tion of Mr. Cotton is preferable to Sir Milliam's, 


and equal, at leaſt, to Mrs. Philips's. The Plot is 
taken from Livij Hiſt lib. 1. L. Hurus, lil. I. c. 3. 
Calſiodos us, Dionyſins, Halicar naſſus, &c. 

This Author has publiſh'd, beſides this Play, a 
Volume of Poems on ſeveral Occaſions; and was 
very ſucceſsful in his Burleſque — particularly 
his Virgil Traveſtie, 


ERIE EO eg Fre eeg ITED 
Mi. A. COWLEY. 


HIS excellent Poet was born in London, in the 

Year 1618. He had his Education at H/i- 
minſter School, and Trinity College in Cambridge. He 
had an eariy, ripe and caſting Wit; and great na- 
tural and improv'd Abilities. His early Inclina- 
tions to Poetry, proceeded trom his lighting, by 
chance, on Sexſer's Fairy Queea: At ten Years old 
he 


Ss . 
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he writ the Tragical Story of Pyramus and Thisbe; 
at twelve, that of Conſtantia and Philetus ; by thir- 
teen he had publiſh'd ſeveral Poetical Pieces : And 
moſt of his Works were writ or deſfign'd, whilſt he 
was at the Univerlity of Cambridge. He had an 
unaffected Modeſty, natural Freedom, and eaſy 
Vigour in his Writings, as well as his Manners, 
and the higheſt Characters of Religion, Knowledge 
and Friendſhip : He was entertain'd in the Service 
of my Lord of St. Albans ; and he attended the 
Queen-Mother to France ; where he was very ſervice- 
able to the Royal Family, during the Exile. He 
has publiſh d three Plays; and in neither of them 
he cannot. be chargd with borrowing from any 
other. They are, | 

I. Love's Riddle; a Paſtoral Comedy, 1633. 
Dedicated to Sir Aexelm Digby. This Play was 
written by the Authcr, whilſt he was a King's 
Scholar at Meſtminſter; and was firſt printed with 
his Poetical Bloſſoms. The Author makes this 
Apology for it in his Dedication. | 


Take it as early Fruits, which rare appear, 
Though not half rife, but worſt of all the Rar; 
And if it pleaſe your Taſte, my Muſe will ſay, 
The Birch which croun'd her then, is grown a Bay. 
II. The Guardian; a Comedy, printed 1650. 
This Play was acted ſeveral times privately in London 
during the Prohibition of the Stage ; as alſo at Cam- 
badge before Prince Charles; and after the Reſtoration 


it was publickly acted at Dublin with great Applauſe. 


III. The Cutter of Coleman-ſtreet ; a Comedy, 1663. 
This was the Play, call'd The Guardian, new 


> writ, and perfectly alter d. It was repreſented at 


the Duke of York's Theatre in Salisbury Court; and 


as at firſt oppos'd by ſome Perſons who envied the 


Author 
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Author for his Loyalty; but was afterwards acted 
with univerſal Applauſe. 

This Gentleman likewiſe wrote a Latin Comedy, 
intitled Naufragium Foculare ; The Merry Shipwreck; 
which was acted before the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, by the Members of Trinity College, 1638, 
He likewiſe wrote a great many other excellent 
Pieces in Verſe and Proſe : Of the former, his Love 
Verſes, call'd The Miſtreſs ; and his Davideis, a ſa- 
cred Poem on the Troubles of David, cannot be too 
much admird; and as he did not play the Plagiary 
in any of his Dramatick Works; ſo he cannot be 
accus'd of borrowing any thing in his other Wri- 
tings: Which is elegantly expreſs'd in theſe Lines of 
Sir John Denham. 


Horace's Mit, and Virgil's State, 
He did not ſteal, but emulate ; 
And when he would like Them appear, 


_ Ther Garb, but not their Cloaths, did wear. 


Mr. Cowley's Life was written by Dr. Sprat, late 
Biſhop of Rocheſter, and is prefix d to his Works, 
which are in three Volumes Octavo. Mr. Evehn 
gives him this Commendation, in his imitation of 
Ovid's Elegy ad Invidos. 


So long ſhall Cowley be admir'd above 
T he Croud, as David's Troubles Pity move, 
Till Women ceaſe to charm, and Youth to love. 


He was buried in Niſtminſter Abbey, near Two of 
our moſt celebrated Eugliſß Bards, Chaucer and 
Spenſer : The Duke of Buckingham ere&ed 4a fine 
Monument over him; with the following Inſcrip- 
tion. f 
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ABRAHAMUS COWLEIUS, 


Anglorum Pindarus, Flaccus, Maro, 
Deliciæ, Decus, Deſiderium Avi ſui, 
| Hic juxta ſitus eff. 


Aurea dum volitant late tua ſcripta per orbem, 
At fumd #teraum vivis, Divine Poeta, 

Hic placida yaceas requie; Cuſtodiat urnam 

Cana fides, vigi _— e, lampade Muſz ; 

Sit ſacer iſte Locus, Nec quis temerarius aufit 

S$:crilega turbare manu Venerabile Buſtum. 

Iutacti maneaut, maneant per ſecula Dulcis 

Coulei cineres, ferventque immobile Saxum. 

Sic vovet 
I'otumque ſuum apud Poſteros Sacratum eſſe voluit, 
Qui viro Incomparabili poſuit Sepulcrale Marmor; 


GEOROGI US Dux BuckiNGHAMIZ®. 


Exceſſit e vita An. At. 49. & honorifica pompa elatus ex 
Ad. Buckinghamiants viris Illuftribus omnium ord. exſe- 


quias celebrautibus, ſepultus eſt die 39 M. Aug. A. D. 1667. 


My. RICHARD Cox. 


Celebrated Comedian, that liv'd in the Reign 
| of King Charles I. On the ſuppreſſing of the 
Stage he compos > ſeveral Drolls, and with his Com- 
panions acted them by ſtealth, under the Colour of 
Rope-Dancing ; wherein he gain'd great Applauſe 
at re Oxford, &c. He publiſh'd one Interlude; 
intitled, ; 

Actrzon and DiaNa, 1656. The Plot is 
taken from Ovid's Metamorphoſes, 
23 Davivy 
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EDIRC 0h 


| David CRAUFORD, Eſq; 


Scots Gentleman, now living, the Author of 
two Plays. | 
I. Ceurthip Alamode ; a Comedy. 
II. Love at firſt Sight; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Lincolus-Inm-Fielde, 1 704. 


ccc 
Mr. JOHN CROWN. 


HIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles II. He was the Son of a Diſſenting 
Miniſter; and educated, under his Father, in that 
Part of America belonging to England, which is 
call'd Nova Scotia: And when a certain Courtier 
deſign d to do him a Prejudice, by informing King 
Charles II. of his Deſcent and Education, the King 
was pleas d, out of his great Generoſity, to expreſs 
a Contempt for the Informer. | | 
His Father ventur'd a conſiderable Fortune in the 
Plantations, which being taken by the French, and 
he being neglected, he was reduc'd to the neceſſity 
of commencing Author. His Performances, both 
in Tragedy and Comedy, have been acted with Ap- 
probation, tho' Comedy ſeems to be his Talent. 
He has oblig'd us with Seventeen Plays. 

I. JuL1aNa, or T he Princeſs of Poland; a Tragi- 
Comedy, acted at the Duke of 7rk's Theatre, 1671. 
Dedicated to the Earl of Orrery. 

II. ANDROMACHE; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Duke's Theatre in Dorſet Garden, 1675. This Play 
was only a Tranſlation from Monſieur Racine, by an- 

| bother 
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other Hand, turn'd into Exgliſß Verſe by Mr. Crows. 
The Play ſeems to be founded on Virgil, lib. 3. 3. 
zer. 292. and in part, on the Andromache of Euripides. 
III. Carisrto, or The Chaſt Nymph ; a Maſque, 
1675. written by Command of the Queen, and 
ofcentimes perform'd at Court by Perſons of great 
Quality. There are Songs between the Acts. It is 
founded on a Story in Ovid's Metam. lib. 2. fab, 5, 6. 
LV. The Country Wit ; a Comedy, acted at the Duke 
of York's Theatre, 1675. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Charles Earl of Middleſex. This Play 
contains a great deal of low Comedy, but was ap- 
- prov d by his Majeſty King Charles II. Part of the 
Plot and Language is borrow'd from Molieres Le Si. 
cilien, ou L'Amour Peintre. The Sicilian : or, Love makes 
a Painter. 


V. T he Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, by Titus Veſpafian, 


ö : in two Parts, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1677. 


Dedicated to the Dutcheſs of Portſmouth. Theie 
Tragedies are writ in Heroick Verſe, and were ac- 
ted with great Applauſe. For the Plot read Jaſephus 
Hiſt. lb. 6. & 7. Tacitus Hiſt, lib. 5. Suetonins, Euſe- 
bins, &c. 

VI. Te. Ambitious Stateſman, or The Loyal Favou- 
rte; a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1679. 
Dedicared to her Grace the Dutcheſs of Albemarle. 
This Play had but indifferent Succeſs, tho' eſteem'd 
oy the Author one of the beſt of his Performances. 
The Plot, ſee in De Serres, Mezeray, and other French 
Chronicles. | | 

VII. CHARLES the Eighth of France, or The Hu- 
n of Naples by the French ; an Hiſtorical Trage- 
ay, acted at the Duke's Theatre in Sali:vury-Court, 
1680. This Play is writ in Heroick Verſe, and De- 
dicated to the Earl of Rocheſter. Plot from Guicci- 
dine's Hiſt. Philip de Comines's Memoires : Andre de la 


ligne, and other French Chronicles. 
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VIII. HENRY the Sixth, with the Death of the 
Duke of Glouceſter ; a Tragedy, acted at the Duke 
of Tork's Theatre, 1681. Dedicated to Sir Charles 
Sidley. This Play, at firſt, was acted with Applauſe; 
but at length the Romi Faction oppos 'd it, and by 
their Intereſt at Court, got it ſuppreſs d. Part of this 
Play is borrow'd from Shakeſpear? s Hen. LI. 

IX. HENRY the Sixth, the Second Part, or The 
Meries of Civil War ; a Tragedy, a&ed at the 
Duke's Theatre 1681. Part of this Play is like- 
wiſe borrow'd from Shakeſpear. For the Plot ſee the 
Eugliſb Chronicles writ in thoſe Times, by Grafton, 
Holingſhead, Stow, Speed, &C. 

X. THYESTES; a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre 
Royal, 1681. The Plot is founded on Seneca's 
Theyeſtes, from Poctical Hiſtory. There are two 
other Plays on this Subject, one in Bench, the other 
in Spaniph. 

II T he City Politicks; a Comedy acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1683. This Play was acted with 
great Applauſe; and was a ſevere Satire upon the 
Whiggith Party in thoſe Times. 

XII. Sr Conrtly Nice, or It cannot be; a Comedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal 1685. Dedicated to his 
Grace the Duke of Ormond. This Play is eſteem'd 


an excellent Comedy, and has been often acted with 


good Sueceſs. It was written at the Command of 
King Charles II. The Plot, and part of the Play, 
is taken from a Han Come dy, call'd No pmued-eſer, 
or It cannot be, Tar ugo's let, &c. the Song, Step 
Thief, from the French of Me: ere | 
XIII. Daxivs, XI N Perſia; 2 Tragedy ac- 


aq at the Theatre Royal, 1688. For the Plot, ſee 


int. Curt. ib. 3, 4, and 5. Juſtin, lil. 11. cap. 5 


| 951 Dicgorns, lib. 17, &c. 


XIV. The Z Fryar, or T he Town Sparks ; 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1690. Dea: 
cated 
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cated to the Right Honourable Miliam, Earl of 
Devonſhire. This Play had not the Succeſs as the 
other Dramatick Pieces wrote by Mr. Crown. 

XV. REeGuLvus; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1694. The Deſign of this Play 
js Noble, the Example of Regulus being the moſt 
celebrated for Honour and Conſtancy of any of the 
Romans. See the Hiſtory in Livy, Lucius Florus, 
&c. | | 

XVI. The Married Beau, or The Curious Imperti- 
nent; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1694. 
Dedicated to the Marquis of Normanby. This is 
eſteem'd a good Play, and has been often acted with 
general Approbation. To this Play the Author has 
prefix'd a Preface, in Vindication of himſelf from 
the Aſperſions cait on him by ſome Perſons, as to 
his Morals, &c. The Story is taken from the Hiſto- 
ry of Don Quixot. 

XVII. CaLicvra, Emperor of Rome; a Tra- 
gedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1698, For the 
Plot, ſee Suetonius in his Life. | 
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Author ſaid to be born in Leland, but cer- 

tain it is that he liv d a great part of his Time 
in that Kingdom. About the Year 1670, he came 
orer into England ; and underſtanding the French and 
[alan Languages perfectly well, he tranſlated three 
Dramatick Pieces, from the Originals of three 


eminent Poets, viz. Taſſo, Corneille, and Quinault. 
T4 - I. AMYNTa ; 


* 
* 
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I. AMYNTAa; a Paſtoral, publiſh'd 1660. This 
is a Tranſlation from that celebrated Wit, Signior 
Torquato Taſſo, bred up at Padua, and Favourite of 
Charles IX. of France. He is call'd the Father of 
Paſtorals, being the firſt that reduc'd them from the 
Eclogue to Dramatick Poetry: This is eſteem d 
a Malter-piece of Paſtoral Comedy ; and has been 
tranſlated into the F ench, Spaniſh, German and Dutch 
Tongues, as well as the Exgliſb. It is printed with 
ſeveral Love Verſes, writ in imitation of Mr. Cou- 
ley's Miſtreſs. 1 
II. NIcOM EDE; à Tragi-Comedy, acted at the 

Theatre Royal in Dublin, 1671. Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Offory. This 
Play is tranſlated from the French of Corneile, and & 
Piece which he himſelf valu'd beyond any of his 
other Performances. The Story from Juſtin, Book 
711. AGRIPPA, Kirg of Alta, or The Falſe 
Tiberinus; a Tragi-Comedy, in Heroick Verſe, 
aged at the Theatre Royal in Dudlm, before the 
Duke of Ormond, Lord Lieutenant of Ieland, 1675. 
This Play was Dedicated to the Lady Cavendiſb, 
Davghter of the ſaid Duke of Ormond, and was ac- 
red with grcat Applauſe. It is a Tranſlation 
from the French of Monſieur Quinault. This Author 
has writ likewiſe a Romance, call'd 7 he Exglih 
Lovers, And ſeveral other Picces. | 
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SamUEL DANIEL FEfqj 


HIS Gentleman was born near Taunton in 

Somer fet/hire ; and in the Year 1581. he being 

then Nineteen Years of Age, he was enter'd Com- 
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moner of St. Mary Magdalen-Hall, Oxford; he con- 
tinu'd there three Years, applying himſelf, with 
great Aſſiduity, to the Study of Hiſtory and Poetry. 
When that time was expir'd, he left the Univerſity, 
and coming to London, his own Merit, and the Re- 
commendation of Mr. John Florio, his Brother-in-Law, 
refer'd him to be one of the Grooms of the privy 
Chamber to Queen Anne, Royal Conſort of King 
James I. He wrote moſt of his Plays retir'd 2 
little diſtance from London, amongſt the Solitary 
Amuſements of delighttul Gardens. At laſt he whol- 
ly quitted the Town, and remov'd into JViltfhire, 
where he commenc'd Farmer; and by a healthful 
Exerciſe in that Employment, he liv'd *till he was 
rear Eighty Years of Age. He had been Tutor to 
the Lady Anne Clifford, Heireſs of George, Earl of 
Cumberland, and afterwards Counteſs of Pembroke, 
&c. which Lady, after his Death, erecled a Monu- 
ment over him. He writ five Dramatick Pieces. 
J. The Queen's Arcadia; a Paſtoral Tragi-Comedy, 
preſented to the Queen and her Ladies, by the Uni- 


| _ verſity of Oxon, in Chriſt-Church-College, 1605. It is 


Dedicated to the Queen. The Scene of Carinus 
and Amyntas reſemble Quinault's Philene and Daphnis, 


in his Comedy ſans Comedie, Cc. 


IL CrxoPartRa; a Tragedy, firſt printed 1611. 
Dedicated to the Counteſs of Pembroke. This Play 
was very much eſteem'd in its Time, and there is 
another Edition of it 1622. which very much ex- 
cels the firſt, For the Story conſult Plurarch's Lives 
of Pompey and Anthony, Florus lib. 4. c. 11. Appian de 
Bel. Civil. lib. 5. and a Tranſlation of a French Book, 
call'd 7 he Hiſtory of the Three Triumvirates, done by 
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III. PaitoTas; a Tragedy, Dedicated to 
Ring Charles T. when he was only Prince, This 


Play had a good Reputation, but met with ſome 
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Oppoſition, on Suſpicion that Philotas repreſented 


the Earl of Eſſex, the unfortunate Favourite of 


Queen Elizabeth, This Play is ſaid to be the firſt 
the Author writ. The Plot is taken from Plutarch's 
Life of Alexander, Quint. Curt. lib. 6. c. 7. Juſtin, 
&C. | 

IV. Hymen's Triumph ; a Paſtoral Tragi-Comedy, 
preſented before the King, at the Os Court, on 
the Celebration of the Nuptials of the Lord Rox- 


borough. It is Dedicated to the High- born Princeſs 


Anne of Denmark, Queen of England, &c. 

V. T he Vifion of the Twelve Goddeſſes; a Maſque, 
preſented at Hampton-Court before the Queen and 
her Ladies; Dedicated to the Lady Lucy, Counteſs 
of Bedford. The Author's Deſign in the Twelve 
Goddeſſes, was, under their Shapes, to repreſent 
the Bleſſings this Nation enjoy'd, in the Reign of 


King James I. | | 
All theſe Pieces, with his Miſcellaneous Poems, 


are lately reprinted in two Volumes 1 2®, under the 


Title of The whole Poetical Works of Samuel Daniel, 
Eſq; He wrote, beſides, an excellent Hiſtory of Eng- 
land in Folio, ſince continu'd by Mr. Trufſel. 


SNN 


Kir WILLIAM DAVENANT. 


IR Piliam D'Avenant was Son to Mr. John 

D'Avenant, a Vintner of Oxford. He was born 
in the Year 1605. and his Father's Houſe being fre- 
quented by the famous Shakeſpear, in his Journeys 
to Warwick/hire, his Poetica! Genius, in his Youth, 
was by that means very much encourag'd ; and ſome 
will have it, that the handſome Landlady, as well 


as the good Wine, invited the Tragedian to thoſe 
Quarters. In the Year 1621, he was admitted a 
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Member of Lincoln College ; and after ſome ſmatte- 
ring in Logick, he quitted thoſe Studies for Poetry, 
which prov'd more to his Advantage: But as Mr. 
L.angbain obſerves, his Genius rather inclin'd him to 
walk in the more flowry Fields of Parnaſſus, in 
which he made a en Progreſs, than to purſue the 
Entertainments of the Stage. From Lincoln-College he 
went firſt into the Service of the Dutcheſs of Rich- 
znond, and afterwards to that of the Lord Brook ; 
after whoſe Deceaſe he apply'd himſelf to Drama- 
tick Writing ; and in the Year 1637, he ſucceeded 
Ben. Johnſon, as Poet Laureat ; which Place he en- 
joy'd in the Reigns both of King Charles I. and II. 
He obtain'd a Patent for a Company of Actors, 
who firſt began in Little Lincolns-Im-Fields ; but the 
other Company of Comedians, by their excellent 
Performances, winning the Favour of the Town, he 


ſet up the Whim of Operas; he being the firſt In- 
troducer of thoſe Entertainments here in England: 


Mr. D7yden gives Sir William the Character of a Per- 
ſon of a quick Fancy ; and tells us that his firſt 
Thoughts were generally the moſt happy. His Works 
were publiſh'd in Flio, 1673, wherein are the follow- 
ing Dramatick Entertainments. | 

I. The Cruel Brother ; a Tragedy, Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable the Lord Meſton, Lord High- 
Treaſurer of England. | 

II. AL BOvIN, King of the Lombards; a Tragedy, 
Dedicated to the Duke of Somerſet. This Play is 
commended by eight Copies of Verſes. For the 
Story lee Paulus Diaconus de Geſtis Longobardorum, lib. 
2. c. 28. Bandelly's Hiſtoires Tragiques, tom. 4. Nov. 19. 
Greg. Epiſc. Turonenſis Hiſt. Francorum, lib. 2. c. 28. 
Helis Coſmeg. part 1. book 1. page 5 7. 

III. The Fair Favourite; a Tragi-Comedy. 


IV. The 
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IV. The Juſt Italian; a Tragi-Comedy, Dedica- 
ted to the Earl of Dorſet, with recommendatory 
Verſes by Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Carew. 

V. The Law againſt Lovers; a Tragi-Comedy, 
taken from two Plays of Shakeſpear, Meaſure for 
Meaſure, and Much ado about Nothing. 

VI. Love and Honour; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at 
the Theatre in Little Lincolns-Im-Fields, and in Dorſet 
Garden, with Applauſe. | 

VII. The Wis ; a Comedy, acted firſt at Black- 
frzars, and afterwards at the Duke's Theatre with 
Applauſe. 

VIII. The Platonick Lovers; a Tragi-Comedy, ori- 
ginally printed with the Mis. | 

IX. The Man's the Maſter ; a Comedy, often ac- 
ted with Approbation. Plot from Scarrou's Joddelet, 
ou Le Maiftre Valet, &c. 

X. News from Plymouth; a Comedy. 

XI. The Play-Houſe to be Let. This Play is com- 
pos d of ſeveral different Species, and can be call'd 
neither Comedy, Tragi-Comedy, nor Tragedy. 
The Second Act is a Tranſlation of Moliere's Sa- 
narelle; a Farce. The Third and Fourth Acts con- 
rain the Hiſtory of Sir Hancis Drake, and the Cruel- 
ty of the Spanrards in Peru The Fifth Act conſiſts 
of Tragedy, Traveſty, and ſets forth the Actions of 
Cæſar, Anthony and Cleopatra, in Burleſque Verſe. 

XII. T he Siege; a Tragi-Comedy. 

XIII. T he Siege of Rhodes, in Two Parts, Dedica- 


ted to the Right Honourable the Earl of Clarendon, ' 


Lord High Chancellor of England. Theſe Plays, 


as allo the laſt mention'd Tragi-Comedy, were writ- | 


ten in the Time of the Civil Wars, and were acted 
with great Applauſe at the Duke of York's Theatre 
in Little Lincolns-tm-Fields. For the Story conſult 
Borfſardi Icones & wite Sultanworum Turcicorum in Vit. 
Solym. 2. T homas Artus Continuation de la Hiſtoire de 
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Tyrcs, and our Englih Hiſtory of the Turks, by 


olles. 
0 XIV. The Unfortunate Lovers; a Tragedy. 

XV. The Diſtreſſes; a Tragi-Comedy. 

XVI. Au Entertainment at Rutland-Houſe ; preſented 
by way of Declamation and Muſick, after the 
Manner of the Ancients. = 

XVII. Britannia Triumphans ; a Maſque, written 
by Sir William D' Avenant and Mr. Inigo Jones. 

XVIII. The Triumphs of the Prince D'Amous ; 
a Maſque, preſented before his Highneſs, at his 
Palace in the Middle Temple, * by the 
Members of that Honourable Society, as an Enter- 
tainment to the Prince Elefor. The Muſick of 
the Songs and Symphonies was ſet by Mr. Laues. 

XIX. The Temple of Love ; a Maſque, preſented 
at Court by the Queen, and divers of the Nobility 
of both Sexes, in the Reign of King Charles 1. 

Among Sir /ilkam's other Poetical Writings, his 
Gondibert made the greateſt Noiſe, which he began, 
in Fance the Year 1650. during the Time of the 
Civil Wars, when his Safety made a Retirement ne- 
ceſſary. He was made General of the Ordnance 
by the Marquis of Newcaſtle, and was Knighted by 
the King, 1643. 
He died in the Year 1668, aged 63, and was bu- 
ricd among the other eminent Poets in Meſtminſter 
a with only this Epitaph in 1mitation of Ben. 

On. ö 


O Rare Sir William D'Avenant. 
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Dr. CHARLES D'AVv E NANA. 


| HIS Gentleman was the Eldeſt Son of Sir 
William D' Avenant, and Doctor of Laws. He 
writ one Play ; call'd, | 
Cix c; a Dramatick Opera, acted at the Duke 
of Tork's Theatre, 1677. with great Applauſe. The 
Prologue was writ by Mr. Dryden, and the Epilogue 
by the Earl of Rocheſter. The Plot is founded on 
Poetical Hiſtory ; See Ovid's Metamorph. Natal. 
Comes, Boccace, &C. 


Mr. ROBERT DAVENPORT. 


8 N Author who livd in the Reign of King 
Charles I. He writ Two Plays. 

I. The City Night Cap; a Tragi-Comedy, acted by 
his Majeſty's Servants, 1661. Plot from Don Quix's 
Novel of the Curious Impertinent, and Boccace's 
Novels. | | 

II. King JoHN and MATII DA; a Tragedy, 
1655. This Play is Dedicated to the Right Honou- 
rable Montague Bertie Earl of Lindſey. For the Plot 
ſee Hollingſbead, Martin, Stow, Speed, and Baker's 
Chronicles. 


Mr. 
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Mr. ROBERT DAU BORN EE. 


HIS Author livd in the Reign of King 
+ James I, He had a good Education, being 
Maſter of Arts, but of what Univerſity he was, is 
uncertain. He writ the following Plays. 

I. The Chriſtian turnd Turk; a Tragedy, 1612. 
The Story from Barker's Overthrow of Captain 
IVard and Danſiker, two Pirates, publiſh'd, 1609. 

II. The Poor Man's Comfort; a Tragi-Comedy, 
1665. acted at the Cockpit in Drury-lane, with great 
Applauſe. 


FCC 


Ar. Joux Dax. 


HIS Gentleman, who likewiſe liv'd in the 
1 Reign of King James I. was ſome time Student 
of Caius-College in Cambridge; and was Author of Six 


Dramatick Pieces. 


I. The Travels of the Three Engliſh Brothers, Sir 
Thomas, Sir Anthony, and Mr. Thomas Shirley; 
an Hiſtorical Play, acted by her Majeſty's Servants, 
1607. Dedicated to Honour's Favourites, In the 
Compoſure of this Performance, Mr. Day was aſſiſ⸗ 
ted by Mr. Rowley and Mr. Wilkins. The Founda- 
tion of this Play 1s taken from Dr. Fuller's Worthies, 


our Engliſh Chronicles, c. 


II. 4 Parliament of Bees; a Maſque, 1607. This 
is an Allegorical Deſcription of the Humours of 


Mankind. 


IL Humour out of Breath; a Comedy, 1607. 
IV. Lau- 
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IV. Law-Tricks, or Who would have thought it; a 
Comedy, 1608. | 

V. The Jie of Gulls; a Comedy, acted in Black- 
fryars, 1633. Plot from Sir Philip Sidney s Arcadia. 

VI. The Blind Beggar of Bednal Green, with the 
merry Humour of Tom Stroud, the Norfolk Yeoman ; ac- 
ted by the Prince's Servants, 1659. For the Story 
ſee our Erngljh Chronicles in the Reign of King 
Henry VI. 

A Gentleman of Lincolns-Im writ a Poem upon 
the Tranſactions between Mr. Day and his Landlord, 
wherein are theſe punning Lines. | 


Here Night and Day conſpire a ſecret Flight ; 
For Day, tis ſaid, is gone away by Night. 

The Day is paſt, but Landlord where's your Rent, 
Jon might have ſeen, that Day was almoſt ſpent. 
Day ſold, at length put off what e er he might, 
Tho it was ne er ſo Dark, Day would be Light. 


RSA ane DI Sd dd 


Mr. THOMAS DECKER. 


Contemporary Poet with Ben. Johnſon, in the 
Reign of King James I. and a great Contender 
for the Bays. He writ Eight entire Plays himſelf, 
and four others with the Aſſiſtance of Mebiſter, Rowley 
and Ford; but the latter, vaſtly exceed the former, 


there being no Dramatick Piece writ by him alone 


of much eſteem, but The untruſſing the Humorous 
Poet; and this is chiefly on account of the Subject, 
which was the witty Ben. The Plays which he has 
compos'd, and had a hand in, are as follow. 

I FoR Tux Arus; a Comedy, 1600, This Play 
is not divided into Acts. 

| II. Sa- 
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18 II. SaTYROMASTIN, or The untruſſing the Hu- 
| 25 mort us Poet ; A Ccmeay, acted by the Lord Chamber- 
- EE J's Servants, 1co2. This Pay was occaſion'd by 
Ber. Johaſou's Poetaſter; where, under the Title of 
e Cin, Ben laſh'd this Author; which he endea- 
our d to retaliate by untruſſing Ben. under the Title 
Y 1 of Horace Junior. 
7 III. Nothuard Hie; a Comedy, 1607. Welſier 
EZ joirn'd in this Play. The Plot is founded on a No- 
n veel in the Dacento Nuvele del Sigaior Celio Maleſpins, 
| Pat 1. New. 2. | 
IV. Veſuard Hoe; a Comedy, 1607. Mr. 
IT" lier was likewile corcern'd in this Performance. 

V. T he Whoie of Babzlunu; an Hiſtorical Play, ac- 
ted by the Prince's Servants, 1607. This Play was 
delign'd to illuſtrate the Virtues of Queen Eliza- 
dat, to expoſe the Roman Catholicks at that Time, 
and fer torth the Danger which that good Queen 
eſcaped. | 

VII. 7 he Honeſt TI hore. Niih the Humours of the Pa- 
t,t Alan and the Longing Miihe; a Comedy, 1630. 
actzd by her Majelty's Servants with Applauſe. 

VII. Match we in Lmacu; a Comedy, 1631. This 
Play is Dedicated to Ledou ic Cartel, Eſq, and was 
accouned a good Play. 

VIII. The Honeſt Whore. Part the Second. Mith the 
Himors of the Patient Miu, and the Impaticut IWije ; 
4% the Comical Paſſage of au Italian Bridewell ; a Co- 
medy, 1675, This Play is not divided into Acts; 
and Mr. Langlain tells us it was never acted. See 
{11,rington's Epig. at the end of his Orlando Puricſo. 

IX. The Werder of a Kingdom ; a Comedy, 1636. 

N. The Mitch of Edmonton; a Tragedy, 1638. 
Vr. Rowley and Mr. Ford jourd in this Play. iN 
XI. 1f this bent a goed Play the Devil's int; a Co- | 128 
medy, acted with great Applauſe ; Dedicated to his 1480 
= bcroed Friends the Players. Part of this Play 1 
. | ſeems 
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ſeems to be taken from Machiavel's Belphegor, 2 


5 Novel. 
5 XII. W rar's Hiftory; a Play, writ by Mt. 
ll Decker and Mr. Webſter. See the Engliſh Chronicle in 


the Reign of Queen Mary. 


EINEM IP OI IN IN IN II EILEEN 


| En” Sir Joun DE N H A M, 
Tn | Knight of the Bath. 

„ | 1 HIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reigns of King 
„ | Charles I. and II; and was not only of the 


firit Rank in Wit and Gallantry, but alſo in Loyalty, 
He was Son of Sir John Denham of Horſley in Eſſex, 
Born in Jeland; his Father being, at the time of 
his Birth, a Judge and Lord Chief Baron of the Ex- 
chequer in that Kingdom. He was brought over from 
thence very Young, upon his Father's Promotion to 
the Exchequer in England; and in the Year 1631. he 
was ſent to Trinity College in Oxon, He remain'd ther 
ſome Years; and afterwards repairing to Lodi 
he ſtudied the Civil Law. On the breaking out of 
the Civil War, he got Admiſſion to King Charles! 
by the Aſſiſtance of Hugh Peters, being then em 
ploy'd on a Meſſage from the Queen: This Nego 
tiation he perform'd ſo well, that he was intruſtec 


pondence at Home and Abroad, privately in Lonudin: 
but after a ſhort ſpace, Mr. Cowley's Hand being 
known, he was diſcover'd, and oblig'd to make h 
Eſcape beyond Sea, where he afterwards gave hs 
Attendance on King Charles II. till the Reſtoratior: 


Wl The King oftentimes gave him Subjects to write 0", 
(1188 for the Diverſion of his melancholy Hours, where. 
N | in the Poet ſeldom fell ſhort of his Maſter's Ex 
"Ih [| pectation. His Majeſty made him Surveyor Gene 
N | ra 


by the King to take care of his Letters of Corrck | 
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ral of his Royal Buildings; and at his Coronation 
created him Knight of the Bath. He writ divers 
Pocms and Tranſlations; among which, Ceoper”s 
Hill is very much applauded ; a Poem, which Mr. 
Diden tells us, for the Majeſty of the Stile, is, and 
erer will be, the exact Standard of good Writing. 
To theſe Poems is prefix d one Play of this Au- 
thors, call'd, 

The Sophy; a Tragedy, acted with great Ap- 
plauſe, at the Theatre in Black-fryars, 1671. The 
Plot of this Play is the ſame with that of Barons 
Aa, taken from Herbert's Travels in the Life of 
AA 
He died at H/hitehall, in the Year 1668. and was 
buried in Niſtminſter Abbey, near the Remains of the 
Father of our Englih Poets, the great CHAuc ER. 


Mr. JOHN DENNIS. 


Gentleman now living, born in the Year 1657. 
and Son of an eminent Citizen of London. 
He had his firſt Education at Harrow on the 
i, under the pious and learned Mr. Milliam 
lor; having with him as School-Fellows, the late 
Lord Fraxcis Seymour, afterwards Duke of Somerſet, 
the preſent Duke of Somerſet his Brother, and ſeveral 
others, who have ſince made no inconliderable 


Figure in the World. He remov'd from Harrow, to 


(uu College in Cambridge, where he took the Degrees 
ot Batchelor and Maſter of Arts; and afterwards, 
celiring rather to improve his Mind than his For- 
tune, he ſaw France and ftaly. In his Youth he was 
very tamiliarly converſant with ſeveral Gentlemen 
about Town remarkable for their Wit and Gallantry; 
and the Affection he always had for Poetry, and which 
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began in his very Infancy, brought him acquainted 
with ſome of the moſt celebrated Dramatick Writers 


of the Age, viz. Mr. Dryden, Mr. Wjcherley, Mr. 


Congreve and Mr. Southern, Mr. Dennis 1s excellent at 


Pindarick Writings, perfectly regular in all his Per- 


formances ; and a Perſon of ſound Learning : And 
that he is Maſter of a great deal of Penetration 
and Judgment, his Criticiſms, particularly on Sir 
Richard Blackmore's Prince Arthur, ſufficiently de- 


monſirate. He has obligd the World with the 


following Plays. 

I. A Pht and no Plot; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1697. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Sunderland. This Play, I 
am inform'd, Mr. Dennis intended as a Satire upon 
the Credulity of the Jacobite Party at that Time; 
and, as a certain Author has obſerv'd, is exactly re- 
gular, and diſcovers it ſelf to be written by a 
Maſter of the Art of the Stage, as well as by a Man 
. | 

II. Rinatno and ARwmiDa; a Tragedy, ac- 
ted at the Theatre in Lincolus-4ua-PFrelds, 1699. Dedi- 
cated to the Duke of Ormond. 

III. Ir HIOEN IA] a Tragedy, acted at the The- 
atre in Lrncolus-Tan-Fields, 1700. 

IV. Liberty Aſﬀerted; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Lincolns-Jan-Fields, by her Majeſty's Ser— 
vants, 1704. This Play is Dedicated to Anthony 
Henley, Eſq; and was acted with very great Ap- 
plauſe. 

V. Aypivs and VIRGINIA ; a Tragedy, acted 
at the Theatre Royal; Dedicated to S:dney Earl ot 
GodIphin. | : | 

VI. Ye Comical Gallant ; Mith the Humours of Si 
Joux FarsrTaFr: a Comedy. Being an Altera- 
tion of Shakeſrear's Merry Hives of Windſor. T6 

| 11s 
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This Gentleman, in his Comedy, hath ſhewn 
a great deal of Juſtneſs, and Delicacy of Re- 


' flection, a Pleaſantneſs of Humour, a Novelty and 


Diſtinction of Characters, an admirable Conduct 
and Deſign, and a uſeful Moral. When he firſt be- 
gan to write Tragedy, he ſaw, with Concern, that 
Love had got the entire poſſeſſion of the Tragick 
Stage, contrary to the Nature and Deſign of Tra- 
gedy, the Practice of Sophocles, Euripides, and our 
Countryman Shakeſpear. As his Intentions were more 
to get Reputation than Money, and to gain the Ap- 
probation of the Judicious and Knowing (which 
he look'd upon as a certain.Earneſt of future Fame) 
rather than of a Crowd of ignorant Spectators and 
Readers; he reſolv'd to deviate a little from the 
reigning Practice of the Stage; and not to make his 
Heroes wiining Slaves in their Amours ; which not 
only debaſes the Majeſty of Tragedy, but con- 
founds moſt of its principal Characters, by making 
thar Paſſion the predominant Quality in all; and 


"which mult for ever make the preſent and ſucceeding 


Writers unable to attain to the Excellency of the 


Ancients : But he did not think it adviſeable at once 


to ſhew his principal Caaracters wholly exempt from 
it, apprehending that fo great and ſudden an Alte- 
ration might prove diſagreeable ; he rather choſe to 
ſteer a middie Courſe, and to make Love appear. 
wolent, but at the ſame time to give way to the 
torce of Reaſon, or to the influence of ſome other 
more noble Paſſion ; as in Rinaldo, it gives place to 
Clary; in Iphigenia, to Friendſhip ; and in Liberty 
Al'rr16d, to the publick Good. He tl.orght by 
theis means an Audience might be entertain'd 
and prepar'd for greater Alterations, whereby 
tne Dignity of Tragedy might be ſupported, 
ard its principal Characters juſtly diſtinguiſh'd. 
Ile has writ ſeveral other Pieces both in Verſe and 
F3 Proſe, 
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Proſe, beſide his Dramatick Works; the chief of 
which, with Four of his Plays, are publiſh'd in Two 


Volumes Ofave. 


DIEAEIEIRIILIIIAIIR 
Don! ex. 


T: HIS Author was ſome time a Student of Ori 

College in Oxford, atterwards he went into the 
Army, and quicted the Camp tor the Theatre. He 
writ the Three following Plays. 


I. T he Lover's Luck; a Comedy, acted at the The- 


atre in Little Lincolns-Inn-Fields, 1696. Dedicated 
to the Right Honourable the Lord Raby. This 
Play was acted with general Applauſe ; tho' moſt of 
the Characters are but Copies, Sir Nichclas Purfler, 
from the Antiquary of Marmiom; Gooſandele, from 
Mr. Crow's Sir Courtly Nice, and Six George Etherege's 
Sir Fpling Flutter. | 

II. The City Lady, or Folly Reclaim d; a Comedy, 


acted at the Theatre Royal, 1697. 
III. The Pretenders, or T he Town Lumas d; a Co- 


medy, acted at the Theatre in Liule Lincolni-Ini 
Fields. Both theſe Plays were unſucceſsful in the 
Repreſentation. 


Mr. THOMAS DOGGET. 


HIS excellent Comedian has lately quitted the 
Stage, to the great Concern of all Admurers 0t 

Humour. He has given us one Play ; call'd, 
The Country Wake ; a Comedy, acted at the New 
Theatre in Little Lincolas-Tau-Fields, by his N 
ervants, 
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Servants, 1696. Dedicated to the Duke of Ormond. 
This Play was acted with Applauſe. It has ſince 
been reduc'd to a Farce of one Act, which is the 
beſt Entertainment of the kind belonging to the 
Exglih Theatre. 

WIICITOLDISEDCDESDDDEDEDEDODEDDOLDT WY 


— — — 


Mr. JN DOVER. 


A Gentleman of Gray Inn, who liv'd in the Reign 
of King Charles II. He preſented the World 
with one Play; call'd, 

T he Roman Generals, or The Diſtreſs'd Ladies, a Play 
written in Heroick Verſe, 1697. Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable the Lord Brook. Mr. Langbain 
tells us this Play was never acted. For the Plot, ſee 
Plutarch's Lives of Cæſar and Pompey, Lucan, &c. 


e eee eee e 
Dr. James DRAKE. 


HIS Author was a Member of the College 
of Phyſicians, and Bred at Gonvile and Camus 
College in Cambridge. He writ one Play ; call'd, 

The Sham Lawyer, or The Lucky Extravagant ; 4 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1697. This 
Play is for the moſt part borrow'd from two Plays 
ot Fletcher, The Spaniſh Curate, and Wit without 
Mac; but it did not meet with Succels. 
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R. Dryden was by Deſcent a Gentleman cf 

a good Famiiy in No; thanittenhire; and 
born, “ as he himſelt ſays, in a Village belonging to 
the late Earl of E-cecer in tl. at County: He had his 
Education at H/tn, fer School (being King's Scholar 
there) under the learned Pr. Busby; 65 in the Lear 
1650. he was elected from thence to Trmity College, 
Cambridge; where he purſu'd his Studies, with his 
worthy Friend Sir William Bower of Denl um Court. 


1c may be preſum'd his Gen. did not lead himearly 


to Poetry, by reaſcn he was above the Age of Thirty 
betore he oblig'd the World with his firſt Dramatic 
Pcrtormance ; but when or.ce he appear d, he was 
incxhauſtible, like Springs a long time collecting, 
waich form a Stream not catily to be drain'd. 

He deſerv'd, in moſt of his Writings, the higheſt 
Applauſe; and notwithſtanding he was generally 
very much careſs'd by the generous Part cf Man- 
Kind, yet he was ſeidom reſpected beyond his Merit. 
Hs Dramatick Pieces, tho“ by ſome Criticks 
eſteemꝭd the molt iacorrect of his P. rlormances, are, 
with regard to their Nur iber, equal to the Produc- 
tions Ct any Ancient or Modern Writer; which oc- 
caiion'd his Advat cement to be Poet Laureat to 
King James II. neither was he leſs eminent in Proſe, 
he berg at the ſame time Hiſtoriographer to that 
Prince. | | | 

Mr. Din den was not only 2 voluminous Dramarick 
Writer, but alſo a very jult one in molt of his Per- 

termances: 


— — 


* * py "7. * . 21 . 4.55 * f ene — — 


* See, Tie Poſtcript to his Tranſlation of V irgil, 
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formances : And tho' he borrow'd ſome Hints, and 
made prodigious Improvements from the French 
Poets, and Greek and Latin Authors; and likewiſe 
from ſome of the Works of Shakeſpear and others, I 
cannot be of opinion with Mr. Langbain, that he is 
therefore a meer Plagiary, and entirely oblig'd to 
them for the Plots and Scenes of many of his Plays. 
A Hint or a Theme may be variouſly work'd up 
with uncommon Incidents and ſurprizing Turns, 
and thereby a ſufficient Novelty introducd to lay 
Claim to Property. And I doubt not but it will be 
generally confeſs d that he was ſo far from the pre- 
ſent Practice of borrowing whole Scenes and Plots of 
Plays, and frequently making them worſe, that he 
never ſtole any entire Incident, or was found in any 
Theft but what he ſet off with additional Luſtre, 
when taken even from the beſt of the ancient Wri- 
ters. 

Mr. Langbain, as is already obſerv'd, in a Con- 
tinuation of his Treatiſe, has ſhewn a great deal of 
private and ungenerous Malice, and brought in ſe- 
veral Things no way relating to the Buſineſs before 
him. What juſt Exception is it to the Reputation 
of a Poet, to have reflected upon a Body of Men 
liable to Frailty, equal with any; and perhaps equal- 
ly deſerving the Characteriſticks of Mr. Diden? And 
that he was a Man of Religion, I need only mention 
the Complaint he makes to my Lord Clifford, in one 
of his Dedications of Virgil; which will be a laſting 
Reproach upon this Nation, for Ingratitude to a 
Perſon of Mr. Dryden's Merit. Mat I now offer to 
your Lord hip (lays he) is the wretched Remainder of a 


feel Age, worn out with Study and oppreſs'd by Fortune, 


without other Support than the Conſtancy and Patience of a 

Chriſtian, | 
My Predeceſſor, in this Work, will not allow that 
the World could poſſibly agree in a diſtinguiſh'd 
| 5 e Character 
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#4 Lives and Characters of the 
Character for this celebrated Writer, or in any thing 


relating to him, but that he was Poet Laureat and 


Hiſtoriographer to King James. But I take it very 
few, if any Perſons can deny, that Mr. Dryden was the 
greateſt Refiner of the Enghh Language and Poetical 
Diction that ever livd ; was ſo much Maſter of 
Verſtfhication and Numbers, as to improve the Har- 
mony of Poeſy ; that he reaſon'd ſtrongly in Elegant 
Verſe; and wrote with very great Force and Eleva- 
tion. And as for his Criticiſms on the Works of his 
Predeceſſors Shakeſpear, Fletcher and Ben. Fohiiſon, 
wherein he is accus'd by Mr. Langbain of a great 
deal of Ingratitude and Ill- nature (not to mention the 
Freedoms reaſonable to be allow'd ſo great a Man, 
when we have ſuch numbers of ignorant Pretenders 
to Criticiſm in this Age) I ſhall here inſert what the 
igcnious * Mr. Congreve has ſaid of him, which 
mult certainly ſilence Envy and Partiality. 

Mr. Diyden had Perſonal Qualities to challenge 
«* both Love and Eſteem for all who was truly ac- 
* quainted with him: He was of a Nature ex- 
* cecdingly humane and compaſſionate, eaſily for- 
e giving Injuries, and capable of a prompt and ſin- 
„ cere Reconciliation with thoſe who had offended 
„him. Such a Temperament is the only ſolid 


© Foundation of all moral Virtues and ſociable 
* Endowments. His Friendſhip, where he pro- 


« feſs'd it, went much beyond his Profeſſions ; tho 
* his Hereditary Income was little more than a 


bare Competency. . | 
* As his Reading had been very extenſive, ſo was 


*© he very happy in a Memory tenacious of every 


thing that he read. He was not more polleſs'd of 


Know- 


— 
"I 


— * 


Dedicatien of Mr. Dryden“ Dramatic Works to the Duke 
of Newcaſtle 
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Knowledge than he was Communicative of it: 


But then his Communication of it was by no 
means Pedantick or impos'd upon the Converſa- 
tion; but juſt ſuch, and went ſo far, as by the na- 
tural Turns of the Diſcourſe in which he was 
engag'd, it was neceſſarily promoted or requir d. 
« He was extream ready and gentle in his Cor- 
rection of the Errors of any Writer, who thought 
fir to conſult him ; and full as ready and patient 
to admit of the Reprehenſion of others, in re- 
ſpect of his own Overſight or Miſtakes. He was 
of very eaſy, I may ſay of very pleaſing Acceſs, but 
ſomewhat ſlow, and, as it were, diffident in his 
Advances to others. He had ſomething in his 
Nature that abhorr'd Intruſion into any Society 
whatſoever. Indeed it is to be regretted that he 
was rather blameable in the other Extream ; for 
by that means, he was perſenally leſs known 
and conſequently his Chara&er might become 
liable both to Miſapprehenſion and Miſrepreſen- 
tation. | 
Jo the beſt of my Knowledge and Obſerva- 
tion, he was, of all Men that ever I knew, one 
of the moſt Modeſt, and the moſt eaſily to be 
diſcountenanc'd in his Approaches, either to his 
Superiors or his Equals.” 

This is the Perſonal Character of Mr. Dryden, 


given by Mr. Congreve; and his Talents in Poetry, and 
extenſive Capacity, can no way be more elegant- 
ly and particularly illuſtrated, than in the Continua- 
tion of that Gentleman's Encomiums upon his de- 
ceaſed Friend; which is as follows: | 


As to Mr. Dryder's Writings, I ſhall not take 
upon me to ſpeak of them; for to ſay little of 
them, would not be to do them right; and to ſay 
all that I ought to ſay, would be to be very Vo- 


luminous. But I may venture to ſay in general 
<.Lemms, 
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Terms, that no Man hath written in our Lan- 
guage ſo much and ſo various Matter, and in ſo 
various Manners, ſo well. Another thing I may ſay 
was very peculiar to him; which 1s, that his Parts 
did not decline with his Years : But that he was 
an improving Writer to his laſt, even to near 
Seventy Years of Age; Improving even in Fire 
and Imaginaticn, as well as in Judgment; witneſs 
his Ode on Sc. Cecilia Day, and his Fables his laſt 
Pertormances. 
* He was equally excellent in Verſe and in Proſe: 
His Proſe had all the Clearneſs imaginable, to- 
gether with all the Nobleneſs of Expreſſion, all 
the Graces ard Ornaments proper and peculiar 
toit, without deviating into the Language or Die- 
tion of Poetry. I make this Obſervation only to 
diſtinguiſh his Stile from that of many Poetical 
Writers, who meaning to write harmoniouſly in 
Proſe, do in truth often write meer Blank Verſe. 
* His Verxſification and his Numbers he could 
learn of no Body: Forhe firſt poſſeſs'd thoſe Ta- 
lents in perfection in our Tongue: And they who 
have beſt ſucceeded in them ſince his Time, have 
been indebted to his Example; and the more they 
have bcen able to imitate him, the better have 
they ſucceeded. 
* As his Stile in Proſe is always ſpecifically dit- 
ferent from his Stile in Poetry; fo on the other 
hand, in his Poems, his Diction is, wherever 
his Subject requires it, ſo Sublime, and ſo truly 
Poetical, that its Eſſence, like that of pure Gold, 
cannot be deltroy d. Take his Verſes and di- 
veſt them of their Rhimes, diſjoint them in their 
Numbers, tranſpoſe their Exprefſions, make what 
Arrangement and Diſpoſition you pleaſe of his 
Words, yet ſhall there eternally be Poetry, and 
ſomething which will be found incapable of being 
cc re- N 
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« reſolvd into abſolute Proſe; an inconteſtable 
Characteriſtick of a truly Poerical Genius. 

] will ſay but one Word more in general of his 
Writings; which is, that what he has done in any 
© one Species, or diſtinct kind, would have been ſut- 
« ficient to have acquird him a great Name. If he 
had written nothing but tris Prefaces, or nothing 
« but his Songs, or his Prologues, each of them 
« would have intitled him to the Preference and 
« Diſtinction of excelling in his kind. 

Mr. Congreve, out of the good Nature peculiar to 
him, has given this ſhining Character of Mr. Dryden's 
Talents; which, by all impartial Readers, muſt be 
allow'd to be no leſs juſt than affectionate. M.. 
Dryden was the Darling of the Muſes, and ſurpaſi d all 
other Writers of his Time, as Fire does all other Elements 
and in a Copy ot Verſes ſent to him by Mr. Congreve, 
on his Tranſlation of Lerſius, are the following 
Lines; which not only demonſtrate the very great 
Merit of Mr. Dryden, but ſhew the moſt conſum- 
mate Wit and Judgment of the Author. 


* 
* 


2 


. 


Old Stoick Virtue, clad in rugged Lines, 
Poliſh'd by you, in modern Brilliant ſhines ; 
And as before, for Perſius our Eſteem 

To his Antiquity was paid, not him 

S now, whatever Praiſe from us is due, 
Belongs not to Old Perſius, but the New. 

To; ſtill ebſcure to us, no Light he gives; 
Dead in himſelf, in you alone he lives. 

So ftubbora Flints their inward Heat conceal, 
"Till Art and Force th umvilling Sparks reveal: 
But thro” your Skill, from thoſe ſmall Seeds of Fire 
Bright Flames ariſe, which never {hall expire. 


* 
> 


—— — —— 
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Mr. Addiſon, in his Account of the Engliſh Poets, 
writ in the Year 1695. gives this Character of Mr. 
Dryden's Writings in general. 


But ſee where artful Dryden next appears, 
Grown old in Rhime, but charming ev'n in Tears. 
Great Dryden next ! whoſe tuneful Muſe affords 
The ſweeteſt Numbers, and the fitteſt Words. 
Whether in Comic Sounds, or Tragick Airs 
She forms her Voice, ſhe moves our Smiles or Tears. 
If Satire, or Heroick Strains, ſhe writes, 

Her Hero pleaſes, and her Satire bites. 
From her no harſh unartful Numbers fall, 
She wears all Dreſſes, and ſhe charms in all. 


I come now to his Plays, wherein I ſhall be as 


conciſe as may be; but withal take notice (in the 


ſame manner as I do of all others) from whom 
he has borrow'd any part of his reſpective Perfor- 
mances. I begin in their Order of Time. 

I. The Wild Gallant; a Comedy, written in the 
Year 1669. and acted at the Theatre Royal. This 
was the firſt Attempt which Mr. Dryden made in 
Dramatick Poetry; and met with ſo little Succeſs 
in the Action, that if he had not had a peculiar 
force of Inclination to writing, he would have been 
ſufficiently diſcoutag'd from any farther Progrels ; 
for this Play indeed made no Promiſes of that great 
Man he was afterwards to be. 

II. The Iudian Emperor, or The Conqueſt of Mexico 
by the Spania;ds, being the Sequel of the I:dian Queen; 
a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1670. 
This Play is writ in Heroick Verſe, and has ap- 
pear'd on the Stage with great Approbation. For 
the Story conſult Lopez de Gamare. Ht. general de las 
Incas & de Conquiſia de Mexico. De Bry America pars 9. 
J. 7. Ogilbys America, chap. 3. ſet, 10. Mariana N 

| Reb. 


Wo 


T. 
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Reb. Hiſp. lib. 26. cap. 3. Sir Paul Ricaut's Hiſt. of 


Peru. 

III. An Evening Love, or The Mock Aftroleger ; a 
Comedy, 1671. acted at the Theatre Royal; Dedi- 
cated to the Duke of Aewcaſile, The principal 
Plot of this Play is built on Calderon's El Aſtrologo 
fiugido. And the Play is, for the moſt part, taken 
from Corneilles le feint Aſtrolegue, Moliere's Depetit 
Amorenx, and les Precieuſes Ridicules ; Quinault's 
1” Amant Indiſcret. And ſome Hints from Shake- 

CA. 5 
# IV. Marriage A-la-mode ; a Comedy, 1673. ac- 
ted at the Theatre Royal ; Dedicated to the Righr 
Honourable the Earl of Rocheſter. The ſerious 
Part of this Play is founded on the Story of Seſoſtris 
and Timareta in Grand Cyrus, part 9. book 3. The 
Characters of Pa/amed? and Rodophil ſeem to be taken 
from the Story of Tyrianthes and Parthenia, in the ſame 
Romance, p. 6.6. 1. Melanthus making Love to Do- 
alice from Les Contes D'Ouville, part 1. pag. 13. 

V. Amnboma; a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre 
Royal, 1673. The Piot of this Play is chiefly 
founded on Hiſtory ; being an Account of the 
Cruelty of the Dutch to our Country-men in Amboy- 
ina, A. D. 1618. For which fee Subbs, Wanley's Hiſ- 
tory of Man, /ib. 4. c. 10. The Rape of /ſabinda, 
by Harman, is built on a Novel of Cynthais Gyraldi, 
Deca. 5. Nuv. 10, | 

VI. The Miſtaken Hiuband; a Comedy, 1675. 
acted at the Theatre Royal. This Play is in the 
nature of Farce; or, as the French term it, Baſſe 
Comedie, *Tis writ on the Model of Plautus s Mz- 
nechmi. Mr. Dryden was not the Author of this 
Play, but he added a valuable Scene to it. 

VII. AurtnGe-Zeee, or The Great Migul; a Tra- 
gedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1676. Mr. Lang- 
644 determines, that the Characters of Aurenge-Zeb. 
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and Neurmahal are borrow'd from Senecas Phadra and 
Hippolytus But as a latter Writer obſerves, there's 
nothing alike through their whole Story, only the Love 
of a Son- in- law, and his Averſion; but that does by 
no means conſtitute the Character (which is a thing 
Mr. Langbain ſeems never to underſtand) Hippolhtus 
has an Averſion to Love, Aurenge-Zebe is in Love, and 
much more polite ; Hippolyzus was a Hunter, and 
Aurenge-Zebe a Warrior : Nourmahal is a degree be- 
yond the Lewdneſs of evn Snecu's Phadra, who 


| degenerated extremely from her Original in Euri- 


pides ; and, indeed, ſhews none of her Qualities but 
Revenge for Diſappointment in Love. Mr. Dryden 
is blam'd by the Criticks for this Line. 


Tet her alone let not ycur Thunder ſeize. 


The Beauty of Senecas Expreſſion, Me velox cremet 
tranſactus ignis (which it muſt be conteſs'd, is borrow'd 
by Mr. Dryden) is loſt in this Trar ſlation; for ſeiz- 
ing is too calm and impotent a Word to expreſs the 
force of a Thunder- bolt. But this ſeems to be the 
effect only of writing in Rhime, and not thro' any 
want of judgment. 

VIII. T he Tempeſt, or The Inchanted Nand; a Co- 
medy, acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York's 
Theatre, in the Year 1676. This is only an Altera- 
tion of one of Shakeſpear's Plays, by Sir I/illiam 
D' Avenant and Mr. Dryden, as is acknowledg d by the 
Author. Tho' Mr. Langbain, in many places, at- 
tacks Mr. Drjden for ungrateful Treatment of his 
Predeceſſors; yet he ſays here, tis to his Praiſe that 
he ſo much commends his deceas'd Brother. 

IX. Feign'd Innocence, or Sir MARTIN MaR-ALL ; a 
Comedy, acted at the Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1678. 
The Foundation of this Play is originally French, 
which ſeems to be the reaſon that Mr. Dryden has 
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plot, and ſome of the Language of Sir Martin, is 
taken from Ouinault' L'Amant indiſcret, The Iudiſereet 
Lover, and Moliere's L"Eſtourdi. Warner's playing on 
the Lute inſtead of his Maſter ; and his being ſur- 
priz d by his Folly, from Firmuren, J. 7. Old Mocdy 
and Sir John's being ſet up in their Altitudes, from 
Shakerly Marmion's Autiquary. 

X. TheAſſ;gnation, or Love in a Nunnery ; a Comedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1678. This Play is 
Dedicated to Sir Charles Sidley, and ſucceeded but 
ill in the Repreſentation. Several of the Incidents 


and Characters are borrow'd. The Character of the 


Dake of Mantua, Frederick and Lucretia, from Con- 
ſtauce the fair Nun, Annals of Love, p. 81. Aurelian, 
Camillo, Laura and VHioletta, from Scarron's Comical 
Kimaice, Benito's Aﬀectation of Muſick, from Qui 
nauls's Jadolet, in his Comedie ſans Comedie ; Frontona's 


throwing Water on Laura, from Les Contes de M. de 


la Fontaine, part 1. Nov. 11. p. 74. 

XI. The State of Innocence, or The Fall of Man; an 
Opera, 1678. This Opera is taken from Milton's Pa- 
alliſe loſt ; and is Dedicated to her Royal Highneſs 
the Dutcheſs. Mr. Dryden is accus'd by ſome Criticks 
of Abſurdity in this. Performance; as his making 
Lucifer before the World was made, or at leaſt the 
Devil knew any thing of its Form, Matter, or 
Viciſſttudes. But this Piece is commended in a 
Copy of Verſes written by Mr. Lee; and the Author 
has prefixt an Apology for Heroick Poetry and Po- 
etick Licence. 

XII. The Congueſt of Granada by the Spaniards, Two 
Parts; a Tragi-Comedy, ated at the Theatre 
Royal, 1678. Theſe Plays are Dedicated to his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Tork, and have been 
ated with very great Applauſe. Mr. Langbain tells 
us, that the main Plot, Thoughts and Characters of 
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not affix'd his Name to it. The greateſt part of the 
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theſe Plays are borrow'd from French and Spaniſh Ro- 
mances, as Almahide, Grand Cyrus, Ibrahim, and Guf- 
man; and deſcends to Particulars too numerous to 
have place in this Treatiſe : But tho Mr. Langbain 
is of Opinion, that the Character of Almanxor is 
very like Ponce de Leon, in Almahide; yet Almanxor 
ſeems rather to be a Copy of the Achilles of Homer, 
ill underſtood. Tis no wonder that the Succeſs of 
theſe Plays rous'd the Envious, and introduc'd very 
particular and barbarous Criticiſms, eſpecially of 
Mr. Langbain; when *tis not long ſince one of the 
fineſt Writers of the preſent Age, met with the 
ſame ungenerous Treatment, upon obliging the 
Town with a beautiful * Performance. And 1 
think the ſingle Conſideration of Mr. Dryden's ha- 
ving produc'd fix Dramatick Performances in one 
Year, is ſufficient to attone for inconſiderable Thetts, 
and trivial Irregularities. | 

XIII. Al for Lowe, or The World well bit; 
a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1678. 
Dedicated to the Earl of Danby. This Play is writ- 
ten in Imitation of Shakeſpear's Stile; and chiefly 
taken from his Anthony and Cleopatra. For the 
Plot ſee Plutarch's Life of Anthony, Suetonius in Aug. 
Dion. Caſjirns, lib. 48, 51. Oroſſiss, lib. 6. c. 7. 

XIV. Tyrannick Love, or The Royal Martyr ; a 
Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1679. This 
Play is Dedicated to the moſt illuſtrious Prince 
James Duke of Monmouth; and is written in Heroick 
Verſe. The Plot of this Tragedy, Mr. Langbain 
ſays, is founded on Hiſtory, Zoſimis, lib. 4. So 
crates, lib. 5. c. 14. Herodian, I. 7. & 8. Jul. Capit. in 
vit. Max. Jun. | 
XV. TRroriLvus and CRESSIDA, or Truth found 
out too late; a Tragedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 

| I 679. 
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1679. This Play was firſt written by Shakeſpear, but 
revisd by Mr. Dryden, who added ſeveral new 
Scenes; and the laſt Scene in the Third Act, 1s al- 
low'd to be a Malter-piece. The Story is to be 
found in Chaucer's Troilus and Creſſida. This Play is 
Dedicated to the Earl of Sunderland ; and has a Pre- 
face pretix'd, containing the Grounds of Criticiſm 
in Tragedy. | 


XVI. Oxp1iPvus King of Thebes; a Tragedy, 


acted at the Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1679. It was 


written by Mr. Dryden and Mr. Lee. This Tragedy 
is eſteem'd one of the beſt we have extant : There 
are many Things taken from Sphocles ; and if the 
Authors had tollow'd Sophocles yet cloſer, in the Opi- 
nion of the beſt Judges, it had certainly exceeded 


the beſt of our other Modern Plays; ſo far are they 


from being accus'd as Plagiaries here. Oedipus's Re- 
liſh of an Embrace of Focaſta, after he had fled from 
his Crown and pull'd out his Eyes, is judg d an Ir- 
regularity. 

XVII. Secret Love, or The Maiden Queen; a Tragi- 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1679. The 
{-rious part of the Plot is founded on the Hiſtory of 
Cl-cbulize Queen of Corinth, p. 7. b. 7. The Cha- 
raters of Celadon, Florimel, Olinda, and Sabina, are 
borrow d from the Hiſtory of Piſiſtratus and Ce- 
1:4tha in Grand Cyrus, p. 9. b. 3. and the Hench Mar- 
quis from Ibrahim. p. 2. L. 1. | 

XVIII. The Rival Ladies; a Tragi-Comedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1679. This Play is 
Dedicated to the Right Honourable Roger Earl of 
OHeig, in the nature of a Preface, written in Defence 
ot Eg: Verſe. Mr. Dryden alledges that this Play 
was firſt written by the late Lord Buckhurſt, after- 
wards Earl of Dorſet : but Mr. Langbain affirms that 
Mr. Thomas Norton wrote the three firit Acts of it, and 
that not in Rhime, but in Blank Verſe. The Diſ- 
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84 Lives and Characters of the 


pute betwixt Amideo and Hypolito, and Gonſalva's 
fight ing with the Pyrates, is borrow d from Eucolpiut, 
Giton, Eumolpus and Teyphena's boarding the Veſſel 
of Lycas, in Petronius Arbiter; and the Cataſtrophe 
reſembles Scarron's Rival Brothers. 

XIX. The kind Keeper, or Mr. LIMBERHA; 
a Comedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1680. 
Mr. Faintly's Diſcovery of Love-all in the Cheſt ; {ee 
Cynthio Gyraldi, p. 1. Dec. 3. NM. 3. Mrs. Brainfick's 
pricking and pinching him, ſee Triumph of Love over 
Fortune ; a Novel. 

XX. The Spaniſh Fryar, or The Double Diſccvery ; 
a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the King's Theatre, 
1681. Here Mr. Langbain rails at Mr. Dryden vehe- 
mently, for his Character of Dominick, a Satire on the 
Romiſh Prieſts only, which he would have extend to 
the Clergy in general of all Opinions. The comical 
Parts of Lorenzo and Elvuira, are founded on a No- 
vel, call'd The Pilgrimage; written by Monſicur & 
Bremond. 

XXI. The Dube of Guiſe, a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1683. The Plot is taken from 
Davila, Mexeray, and other Writers in the Reign of 
Henry III, &c. For the Story of Malicorn the Con- 
juror, read Rrfſet's Hiſtoires Tragiques en Ia vie de 
Canope, p. 449. Mr. Lee aſſiſted Mr. Dryden in the 
compoling of this Play. 

XXII. ArBioNn and AL BAN US; an Opera, 
perform'd at the Queen's Theatre in Dorſet-Garden, 
1685. The Subject is wholly Allegorical, and ex- 


poſed the Lord HHafte. bury and his Adherents. 


XXII. Don SEBASTIAN King of Portugal; 4 
Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, in the Year 
1690. This Play, Mr. Langbain informs us, is one 
of the belt of Mr. Dryden's, and was acted with 
great Applauſe. It is founded chiefly on a French 
Novel of the ſame Name. 
| XXIV. King 
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XXIV. Xing ARTHUR, or The Britifh Worthy ; 
2 Tragedy, acted at the Theatre in Dorſet Garden, 
1691. Dedicated to the Marquis of Halifax. This 
Play conſiſts more of Singing and fine Scenery, than 
of Excellency in the Drama. The Incidents are extra- 
vagant, and Mr. Dryden's great Genius ſhines very 
little in it. The Iuchanted I/ood, and Oſmond's Art, are 
borrow'd from Taſſo; and the fabulous Story of 
King Arthur, you may read in Geoffry of Monmouth, 
XXV. AMPHITRYON, or The Two SOCIA'S; 
a Comedy ; acted at the Theatre Royal, 1691. 
Dedicated to Sir TLeviſon Gower, Bart. It is taken 
from Plautus's Play of the ſame Name. 
XNVI. CLEOMENES, The Spartan Hero; a Tra- 
gedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1692. This Play 
was acted with great Applauſe, notwithſtanding ic 
was miſrepreſented by ſome of Mr. Dryden's Ene- 
mies at Court. The Plot, the Author owns, is taken 
from Plutarch; but to the Story he has added the 
Love of Caſſaudra for Cleomenes, and has given him 
a Second Mie. See more of Cleomenes in Polybius and 
Cornelius Nepos. | | | 
XXVII. Love Triumphant, or Nature will prevail; 
a Trag- Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 
1694. Dedicated to the Right Honourable James 


| Earl of Salisbury, &c. This Play had not ſo good 


Succels as many of Mr. Dryden's met with; but in 
icveral Parts the Genius of that great Man breaks 
out, eſpecially in the Scene of the Diſcovery of 
Alphorfu's victorious Love, and the laſt Scene, where 
the Cataſtrophe is extremely moving. In the 
Epiſtle Dedicatory to this Play, Mr. Dryden in- 
form'd us, that it was the laſt he intended for the 
Theatre. Theſe his Dramatical Works are lately 
re-printed in Six Volumes 12%. and Dedicated to 
the Duke of Newcaſtle, by Mr. Congreve. 
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86 Lives and Characters of the 


Thus Mr. Dryden, in the ſpace of 25 Years, (be- 
ſides his other numerous Poetical Writings) produce 
27 Plays; and 'tis generally obſcrv'd,that many of his 
Dramatical Performances are Airy to a Degree, and 
border upon Obſcenity : In anſwer to which I have 
frequently heard it offer'd in his Favour, that his 
Neceſſities obliged him to a Conſtancy of writing 
for the Entertainment of the Town, the Taſte of 
which was very much deprav'd ; and that he has de- 
clard he never writ but one Dramatick Piece 
to pleaſe himſelf, in his whole Life ; which I think 
is related to be his Spaniſh Fryar, or The Doubl 

Diſcovery 

He died at London, in the Year 1700. and in the 
67th Year of his Age. He was buried at Weſtmin- 
fter : And the preſent Duke of Newcaſtle, out of his 
extenſive Liberality, and unprecedented Eſteem for 
Merit, has lately order'd a noble Monument to be 
erected over his Remains. | 
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Joun DRYDEN, Junior. 


Son of the great Mr. Dryden. He went early 

to Rome, where he was entertain'd by the 

Pope, as one of the Gentlemen of his Bed- Cham: 
ber. He wrote one Play. 

The Huband his own Cuckold; a Comedy, acted at 


the Theatre Royal in Little Lincolns-Im-Fie ds, 1696. 


Dedicated to the Right Honourable Sir Roter 
Howard, This Play is introduc'd with a Pretace 
written by his Father, 
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Mr. THOMAS DUFFET. 


HIS Author was a Milliner in the New Ex- 
change; but his Genius leading him to Po- 
etry (particularly low Comedy) he wrote four 


Dramatick Pieces, | 


I. The Spaniſh Rogue; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1674. Dedicated to Madam Eli- 
anon Gwyn. By Mr. Langbain's Remarks on this Play, 
ir ſhould be Heroick Verſe, which is very unuſual 
in Comedy; and tho' it is one of the beſt of this 


_ Author's, yet it had but indifferent Succeſs. 


IT. The Mock Tempeſt, or The Inchanted Caſtle ; a 
Farce, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1676. This 
Piece was purpoſely writ in a Burleſque Stile; and 
deſign'd to draw Spectators from the other Theatre, 

there being, at that Time, a great reſort thither, to 
ſee the Play reviv'd, call'd The Tempeſt. It is in- 
termixt with ſo much Scurrillity, that when it was 
preſented at the Theatre in Dublin, ſeveral Ladies 


and Perſons of the beſt Quality, quitted the Houſe : 
Such Ribaldry, according to Horace, pleaſing none 


but the Rabble. 


Offenduntur enim, quibus eſt equns, & pater, & res: 
Nec fi quid frifti ciceris probat, & nucis emptor, 
Huis accipiunt animis, donantve Corona. 


III. Beauties Triumph; a Maſque, 1676. preſen- 
| ted by the Scholars of Mr. Baniſter and Mr. Hart, 
at the Boarding School at Chelſey. 


| 


G 4 


Hor. de Art. Poet, 


IV. Psrcur 
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88 Lives and Characters of the 


IV. PsYcns Debauchd; a Comedy, or Mock 
Opera, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1678. This 
is a Burleſque on HHaduell's Phche, as was the above 
Meck Tempeſt on the Tempeſt, or The Juchanted Iſland, 
reviv'd with Alterations from Shakeſpear, by Mr. 
Dryden. ; - : 

What Succeſs both of them had, as Mr. Langbain 
obſerves, may be learn'd from theſe Lines; 

The duil Burleſque appear d with Impudence, 

Aud pleased by Novelty, for want of Senſe. 

But this low Stuff, the Town at laſt deſpis d, 

Aud ſcorn d the Fully, that they once had prix d. 

; Boileau's Art. of Poet. 
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Mr. THOMAS DURFE x. 


HIS Gentleman was born in the County of 
Devon, and was firſt bred to the Law. He 
has writ near Thirty Plays with various Succeſs ; but 
he has this Satisfaction, that the greateſt Part of 
them met with Approbation. His Excellency is 
Farce, which ſhews itſelf in moſt of his Dramatick 
Works; and he muſt certainly be allow'd a greater 
Maſter in the Compoſure of Songs, than at Theatri- 
cal Writings, He has ſhewn himſelf a notable Pla- 
giary in a great many of his Performances; and the 
Plays he has publiſn'd are as follow. 
]. The Siege of Alemphis, or The Ambitions Queen; 
a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1676. 
This Play met not with the Succeſs expected. 


II. Madam FIcRK ILE, or The Witty Falſe One; 2 


Comedy, acted at the Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1677. 
Dedicated to his Grace the Duke of Or mond. This 
Play is compil'd from ſeyeral other Comedies; 01d 
Love, from Vacranm in Marmion's Antiquary ; Zechiel's 
creeping into the Tavern-Buſh, and Tilkury's fas. 
run 
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Engliſh DRaMatickx Ports. 89 
drunk under it, @c. from Sir Reverence Lamard, and 


Pimpwell, in Jlington and Hog ſden Walks. See alſo a 


Play writ by Mr. Marſton ; call'd, The Fawn. 

III. Trick for Trick, or The Debauch'd Hypocrite ; a 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1678. This 
is only one of Flercher's Plays, call'd, Monffeur 
Thomas, reviv'd. 

IV. The Fool turn'd Critich 4 Comedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1678. Several of the Charac- 
ters of this Play are borrow'd ; as Old Wine-Love, 
Trim and Small Wit, ſeem to be taken from Simo, 
Aſctus, and Balio, in Randolph Jealous Lovers. 

V. The Fond Husband, or The Plotting Siſters; 2 


Comedy, acted at the Duke of York's Theatre, 1678. 


This is eſteem'd one of the beſt of Mr. Durfey's 
Plays, and was acted with Applauſe. 

VI. Squire Or D Sar, or The Night Adventurers; 
a Comedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1679. Se- 
veral Incidents in this Play, are borrow'd from Han- 
cion's Comic. Hiſt. Boccace's Novels, Les Contes de M. de 
la Fontaine. . 

VII. T he Virtuors Wife, or Good Luck at laſt; a 
Comedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1680. Se- 
veral Hints are taken from The Faun, Marriage 
A-la-mode, &c. | 

VIII. Sr BARNABTY ꝰ WEHI O, or No Mit like a 
Moman' s; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 
1681. Dedicated to the Right Honourable George 
Earl of Berkeley, The Plot of this Play is taken 
from a Play of Marmion's ; call'd, T he Fine Compa- 
nion; and part from T he Double Cuckold, a Novel, 
written by Monſieur &. Bremond. 

IX. The Rojaliſt; a Comedy, acted at the Duke 
of Nork's Theatre, 1682. This Play met with good 
Succeſs ; but it is collected chiefly from Novels. 
Camilla's Trick of impoſing Sir Oliver Old-Cut, for Sir 


Chai les King-love, is borrow d from Beccace's Novels, 
| c Day 
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90 Lives and Characters of the 


ſtolen from an Eclogue in The Shepherd's Oracle. 

X. The Jujur d Princeſs, or T he Fatal Wager ; a 
Tragi-Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1682, 
The Foundation of this Play is entirely taken from 
Shakeſpear's Cymbeline. 

XI. A Common-wealth of Nomen; a Tragi-Come- 
dy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1686. Dedicated 
to the Duke of Albemarle. This Play is borrow'd 
from Fletcher s Sea Voyage ; and is very ill written. 

XII. Z he Banditti, or A Lady's Diſtreſs ; a Come- 
dy acted at the Theatre Royal, 1686. This Play 
being opposd in the acting, by Perfons with Cat- 
Calls; the Author Dedicated it to a certain Knight, 
under the Title of, The extreme Mitty and Judicions 
Gentleman, Sir Critick-Cat-Call. Plot from Don Feniſe, 
& Hiſt. Don Antonio, Diego's turning Banditti, &c. 
borrow'd from Pipperollo in Shirley's Siſters. 

XIII. A Fool's Preferment, or The Three Dukes of 
Dunſtable; acted at the Queen's Theatre in Dorſet 
Garden, 1688. Dedicated to Charles Lord Morpeth, 
in a familiar way, as if the Author were a Man of 
Quality. There are ſeveral Songs in this Play fer 
by the ingenious Mr. Henry Purcel. The whole 
Play is little more than a Tranſcript of Hetcher's 
Noble Gentleman, except one Scene, which 1s taken 
from a Novel; call d, T he Humours of Baſſet. 

XIV. Buh D'AmBors, or The Husband's Re- 
denge; a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 
1691. Dedicated to Edward Earl of Carliſle. This 
is a Play of Mr. Chapmai's revis d; and the Cha- 
racter of Tamyra, Mr. Durfey tells us, he has alter'd 
for the better. For the Story ſee Thuanus Jean de 
Serres & Mexeray, in the Reign of Hezry III. of 
France ; and the particular Intrigue of Bufſy with 


Tamyra in Reſet, in his Hiſtoties Tragiques de Niſtte 
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XV. Love for Money, or The Boarding- School; a 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1691. De- 
dicated to the Right Honourable Charles Lord Viſ- 
count Lanſdown, Count of the Sacred Roman Empire, 
&c. This Play met with Oppoſition in the firſt 
Day's Repreſentation ; but notwithſtanding, it had 
tolerable Sueceſs. The Plot, in general, is allow'd 


to be his own. | 
XVI. T he Richmond Heireſs, or A Woman once in 


te Right; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 


1693. This Play had not the Succeſs the Author 
expected; bur being reviv'd with Alterations, it 
was well receiy d. 

XVII. The Marriage-Hater Match'd ; a Comedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1693. Dedicated to 
James Dake, Marquis and Earl of Ormond, &c. In 
a flattering Epiſtle, the Author tells us this is much 


the beſt of his Comedies. Mr. Dogget was firſt taken 


notice of as an excellent Actor, from the admirable 
Pertormance of his Part in this Play. 

XVIII. The Comical Hiſtory of Don Qulxo r, 
Part J. a&ed at the Queen's Theatre in Dorſet 
Garden, 1694. Dedicated to the Dutcheſs of Or- 
mond. This Play was acted with very great Ap- 
plauſe. It is wholly taken from the Spaniſh Ro- 
mance of that Name. 1 

XIX. The Comical Hiſtory of Don Quixor, Part 


II. acted at the Queen's Theatre, 1694. Dedica- 


ted, by an Epiſtle in Heroick Verſe, to the Earl of 
Dorſet and Middleſex. This Play was likewiſe a&ed 


with Applauſe. 
XX. Don Quixor, Part IL With the Marriage 


of Mary the Buxom, 1696. Dedicated to Charles 


Montague, Eſq; one of the Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Treaſury. This Play wanted Succeſs ; but the 
Author would not allow its Defects to be ſo noto- 
rious as they were repreſented, Theſe two laſt 

| | | Plays 
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Plays are alſo borrow'd from the incomparable 


Cervantes, 

XXI. The Intrigues of Verſailles; or A Tilt in all 
Humours; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre in Liu 
colns-Inn-Fields, 1697. This Play likewiſe had not 
the Succeſs the Author deſir'd; for in his Epiſtle to 
the two Sir Charles Sidleys, he condemns the Taſte 
of the Town for not liking it, when they had ap- 
prov'd others of his Plays of leſs Merit. The Thetts 
in this Play are numerous: Tornezres Diſguiſe, and 


Count Briſack's falling in Love with his Wife's Gal- 


lant in Woman's Cloaths, are borrow'd from a 
Novel, entitled, The Double Cuckold; Vandoſms 
Character ſeems to be a Copy of Olivia in the Plain- 
Dealer, and Mirtila, in Mrs Behn's Play, call'd, 
The Amorous Jilt. | | | 

XXII. CYNTH1a aud EnDIMIO N, or The Loves 
of the Deities; a Dramatick Opera, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1697. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Henry Earl of Rumney, This Play was 
acted with Applauſe ; and the Author, in his Title 
Page, lets his Patron know, that the late Queen 
Mary deſign'd to Honour this Oft 'ring of his Muſe. 
'There are many Lines in this Play above the Genius 
which generally appears in the other Works of this 
Author ; but he has perverted the Characters of 
Ovid, in making Daphne, the Chaſte Favourite of 
Diana, a Whore and a Jilt; and fair Syrinx to loſe 


her Reputation, in the unknown ignominy of an en- 


vious, mercenary infamous Woman. For the 
Story, ſee Ovid's Metamorphoſes, and Pſche, in the 
4th, 5th, and 6th Books of Lucius Apuleius s Golden 
A | 


XXIII. The Campaigners, or Pleaſaut Adventures at 


Bruſſels; with a familiar Preface upon a Iate Reformer 
| of the Stage.; ending with a Satyrical Fable of the Dog 
aud the O;ter, 1698. This Play is Dedicated to the 


Right 
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Right Honourable Thomas Lord Larton; and part 
of it is borrow d from a Novel ; call'd, Female Falſ- 
hood. | 
XXIV. MasSIANELLO, or, A Fiherman a 
Prince, in Two Parts; acted at the Theatre in Lin- 
colas-Inu-Fields, 1700. Dedicated to Thomas Lord 


Leigh. . | | 
| RXV. The Modern Prophets, or, New Vit for a 


 Husband ; a Comedy. 


XXVI. The Old Mode and the New, or Country 
Miſs with her Furbelbe, a Comedy. | 

XXVII. Wonders in the Sun, or, The Kingdom of 
Birds; a Comick Opera, pertorm'd at the Queen's 
Theatre in the Hay-market. 


OOO c e 
E. 


Mr. EDWARD ECCLESTON. 


Gentleman who wrote one Dramatick Piece, 
of the ſame Nature with Mr. Dryden's State 


of lunocence, but very ſhort of its Excellency; it is 


call'd, | 

Noan' Hood, or The Deſtrnftion of the World ; 
an Opera, 1679. Dedicated to the Dutcheſs of 
Monmouth. This Play not felling according to the 
Bookſeller's Expectation, appear'd after under two 
other Titles, viz. The Cataplaſm, or General De- 
lige of the Morld; and The Deluge, or The Deſtruction 
of the World, with ſeveral Ornamental Sculptures. 


M. 


94 Lives and Characters of the 


DDO ODD 5 


My. RIicHARD ESTCOURT. 


THIS incomparable Comedian was born in 
Glouceſterſhire : Coming up to London, he ſerv'd 

an Apprenticeſhip to anApothecary in Hatton Garden; 
and afterwards ſet up his Trade; but not meet- 
ing with the Encouragement he expected, he went 
over to Heland, and enter d himſelf in the Company 
of Players belonging to the Theatre in Dublin. He 
had not been long there, before he became Eminent ; 
and returning to England, he ſoon acquired the 


Character of an excellent Companion, one who was 
perfectly Maſter of well turn'd Complements, as 
well as ſmart Repartees.* He died in the Year 
1713. And the Dramatick Pieces he writ are Two 
in Number. | 

I. The Fair Example, or The Modiſh Citizen ; a 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1706. This 
Play is Dedicated to Chriſtopher Rich, Eſq; and was 
acted with Applauſe. 

II. PRUNELLa; an Interlude, perform'd (be- 
tween the Acts in the Rehearſal) at the Theatre 
Royal. This is a Burleſque upon the Talian 
Operas, particularly Ar/inoe, Camilla, and Thomyrs ; 
wherein the inimitable Humour of the Author 1s va- 
riouſly ſhewn. He lays his Scene in Covent-Garden; 
which he thus deſcribes: © Scene, A Hat piece of 
* Ground without Hedge or Stile: The Proſpect 


«© of a Church in view, and Tom's Colfee-Houſe at a 
** diftance, 


* 


* See more in the Spectator, Numb. 468. 
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greateſt Reputation. Sir Richard Steele gives him the 
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« g iſtance.“ And in his Burleſque on Arſinoe; Sat- 
tiniſco, the Mercer's Man, ſings this Air, alluding to 
4 fine one, ſung by Mrs. Tofes in that Opera. 


O Maid that art ſo fine, 

To thee I ſtill incline ; 

A prettier Laſs was never ſeen 
*7Zwixt Dover and the Rhine. 
Such Dazling fills my Sight, 
Like Flambeaus in the Night ; 
That Binfires on a Holy-day, 
Were never half ſo bright. 


n 


Sir GEORGE ETHEREGE. 


A Gentleman celebrated for his Wit in the Reign 
of King Charles IT. His firſt Applications were 
to the Law, at one of the Inns of Court; and his 
firſt Comedy gain'd him a general Eſteem amongſt 
all Lovers of Polite Literature. He was married 
Young to a conſiderable Fortune, whereupon being 
in favour with King James II. he was Knighted by 
Jum, and ſent Envoy to Hamburgh. Upon the Re- 
volution he follow'd the Fortunes of that Prince, and 
died in Fance. He has obligd the World with 
three Plays. 
I. The Comical Revenge, or Love in a Tub ; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Duke of Wrk's Theatre, 1669. 
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Guckburſt, This Play is part Serious and part Co- 
mical; and tho* the Serious part is not approvd 
1 i 85 other, yet it was acted with a general Ap- 
Plaue. | 

3 IT. She wou'd if ſhe cou'd; a Comedy, acted at the 
© Duke's Theatre, 1671. This Comedy is eſteem'd 
cue of the firlt Rank; and Mr. Shadwel, in his oo 
N ace 
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Dedicated to the Right Honourable Charles Lord 
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96 Lives and Characters of the 
face to The Humoriſts, gives it the Character of the 
beſt Comedy written ſince the Reſtoration of the 


Stage. | 
III. The Man of Mode, or Sir Fopit1inc Frvur- 


1ER; a Comedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1676. 


Dedicated to her Royal Highneſs the Dutcheſs of 
Tork. This Play is written with great Art and 
Judgment, and ſhews that its Author was Maſter of 
true Wit and Humour. It was acted with very 
great Applauſe. The Character of Dorimant was 
drawn in Compliment to the Earl of Rocheſter. 


DERGERIAGCRGERED 
; F. 


FRN FANE, 
Knight of the Bath. 


N honourable Author, who liv'd in the Reign 
of King Charles II. He was Grandſon to 

the Earl of Heſtmorland, and reſided, for the moſt 
part, at Fulbeck in Lincolnſbire. He writ two Plays. 
I. Love in the Dark, or The Mau of Buſineſs ; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1675. Dedica- 
ted to the Right Honourable John Earl of Rocheſter. 


The Plot of this Play is taken from The Inviſible 


Miſtreſs, in Scarron's Novels, Beccace's Novels, Lives 
of Great Men, &C. 
II. The Sacrifice ; a Tragedy, 1686. Dedicated to 


the Right Honourable Charles Earl of Dorſet and Mid- 


dleſex. For the Plot of this Tragedy, ſee the Lives 
of Tamerlane and Bajazet, Chalcocondylac, lib. 3. Leun- 
clavius, lib. 6. This Play was not preſented on the 
Theatre ; but it was highly commended by two 
Copies of Verſes to the Author, by Mr. Tate We 
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Mrs. Ben; in the former are the two following 
Lines. | 


Thts for a Theatre, the World you find, 
Aud your applauding Audience, all Mankind, 


2 Dru nD7 227 22 . 82 8 22 52 2 
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Sir RICHARD FANS HAW. 


HIS Gentleman was Brother to the Right 


Honourable Thomas Lord Fanſhaw. He had his 
Fducation. at the Univerſity of Cambridge, trom 
whence he remov'd to Court, where he did nor 
continue long without Preferment; being made 
Secretary to King Charles I. in Holland, France and 
Sotland : He was a perfect Maſter of the French, 
l:alian, Spaniſh and Portugeſe Languages; and was 
no leſs a Stateſman than a Scholar. After the Reſto- 
ration, he was ſent Ambaſſador, to agree upon 2 
Match between King Charles II, and Catherine the 
Intanta of Portugal. In the Year 1664. he was or- 
der d to the Court of Madrid, to confirm a Treaty of 
Commerce, and Died there, 1666. very mach la- 
mented, His Dramatick Pieces are only two in 
Number, and both Tranſlations. 

I. Faſtor Fido, or The Faithful Shepherd; a Paſ- 
toral, printed 1646. Dedicated to King Charles II, 
when Prince of Wales. It is tranſlated from the 
{a1 of the famous Guarini, who imitated Zaſſo's 
Anita, and excell'd it. This Paſtoral was firſt writ 
ca the Occaſion of Charles Emmanuel, the Young 
Dake of Savoy's Marriage with the Infanta of Spain. 

II. Querer per ſolo querer, To Love only for Love's 


ſake, 1671. This is a Dramatick Romance, tran(- 


lated trom the Sauiſ of Mendoza by Sir Richard, when 


ts was under Confinement in Taukerſly Caſtle in 
H Tork- 
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Torkſhire, he being taken Priſoner at the Battle of 
Morceſter, during the Civil Wars, exerting himſelf in 
the Defence of his Royal Maſter. This Play con- 
ſiſts of but three Acts, according to the Sanib 
Cuſtom. 


S ee e e 
Mr. GEORGE FAR QUHAR. 
Gentleman deſcended from a good Family in 
1 \ the North part of Ireland. He was Educated at 
Trinity College in Dublin; and afterwards he follow'( 
the Banner of Mars, which ſuited his Inclinations. 
He was a Lieutenant of Foot, when he wrote moſt 
of his Dramatick Pieces; and his Recruiting Officer 
ſufficiently ſhows that he was well acquainted with 
that gay Scene of Life. His chief Characters are 
generally Copies of himſelf; and his Humour, 
which 1s truly natural, makes all his Plays very 

entertaining. They are Eight in number. 

I. Love and a Bottle; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1698. Dedicated to Peregrine Lord 
Marquis of Carmarthen. This Play has a humorous 
Prologue and Epilogue, both written and ſpoke by 
Jo. Haines. | 


II. The Conſtant Couple, or A Trip to the Jubilee; 2 


Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1700. De- 
dicated to Sir Roger Meſtyn, Bart. Mildair in this 


Play, is the Character of the Author in his politeſt 
Capacity; but at beſt, it muſt be allow d, that in 
the Repreſentation, Mr. Mills, by his ſprightly 
Behaviour, vaſtly excells the Original. 

III. Sr HARRY WII DAIM, being the Sequel t0 
the Trip to the Jubilee, a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1701. Dedicated to the * 

Atve- 
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Alemarle. Both theſe Plays were acted with great 
Applauſe. | 

IV. The Juconſtant, or The way to win him; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1703. Dedi- 
cated to Richard Tighe, Eſq; 

V. The Twin Rrvals; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1705. Dedicated to Henry Bret, 
Eſq; This Play met with very good Succeſs. 

VI. Zhe Recruiting Officer; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1707. Dedicated to all his Friends 
round the Wrekin, This Play has a Prologue part- 
iv Proſe and partly Verſe, introduc'd with Beat 
of Drum; and was acted with Applauſe. | 

VII. The Beau's Stratagem; a Comedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1710. This Play was brought 
on the Stage, when the Author was on his Death- 
bed; and in a ſhort Advertiſement before ir, he 
gratetully acknowledges the Friendſhip of Mr. Mills, 
:0 whom he ſays, he owes the Succeſs of this Play. 

VIII. The Stage-Ceach ; a Farce, acted likewiſe at 
the Theatre Royal. 
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[exrRy Lord Viſcount FAULKLAND, 


7 5 HE learned Nobleman celebrated by Mr. 
Corley, He was Lord Lientenant of the 
County of Oxford; and very much reſpected for his 
extraordinary Parts and Heroick Spirit. He ho- 
:0:rd the World with one Play. 
The Marriage Night; a Tragedy, printed 18664. 
Þlis Tragedy has a great deal of Wit and Satire in 
it; but it is uncertain whether it was ever acted. 
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Mr. NATHANIEL FIELD. 


Poet that liv'd in the Reigns of King Jane 

and King Charles I. very much eſteem'd by 
Mr. Chapman, Maſſenger, and others his Contempo- 
raries. He writ two Plays. | 

I. Woman's a Weather-Cock ; a Comedy, ated be- 
fore the King at Jhite-Hall; and in the WWhite-fryar;, 
1612. This Play is Dedicated to any Woman that 
hath not been a Weather-Cock; and is commended 
by a Copy of Verſes written by Mr. Chapman. 

II. Amends for Ladies, with the merry Pranks of 
Morr CurT-Purssz ; or The Humour of Roaring ; 
a Comedy, actod at the White-fryars by the Prince's 
Servants, 1639. This Play the Author writ to a- 


ſ 


tone for the Oftence the other had given to the Fair 


Sex. The Plot is partly taken from the Novel of 
The Curious Impertinent in Don Quixot. 
_MEETSMIEEELYESFL-x: 
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Mr. E DH WAR PD FILME R. 


HIS Gentleman was Doctor of the Civil 
Law; and produc'd a Play in the Autumn of 
his Age. It is call'd, 

The Unnatural Brother; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Little Lincolus-Imm-Feelds, 1697. This 
Play, like its Author, wanted Force and Fire to live 
long; but ſome Lines in it diſcover the Compoſer 
to be a Man of good Senſe. The Plot is taken 
from Caſſandra. 
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{INN 


Mr. FISHBOURN. 


Gentleman belonging. to the Inns of Court, 
who writ an obſcene and unlicenc'd Play; 


E 


call d, 

Sodom. The Bookſeller, to make this Piece ſell, put 
the Letters E. R. in the Title Page, thinking by 
that means it might paſs for the Earl of Rochefter's ; 
But my Lord, upon a former Imputation, in a Copy 
of Verſes, denies his having any ſhare in the Com- 
poſure; neither has it any of my Lord Recheſter's 
Wit to make amends for the abominable Obſcenity. 


The only good Lines in it are theſe, deſcribing 


the Seat of Pleaſure, 


This is the Warehouſe of the World's chief Trade, 
On this ſoft Anvil all Mankind were made. | 


Mr. RicHaRD FLECKNOE 


T HIS Author liv'd in the Reigns of King 
Charles I. and II. and 'tis ſaid that he was ori- 
ginally a Jeſuit : he publiſh'd ſeveral Pieces both in 
Proſe and Verſe, particularly the latter; but as Mr. 
Zaugbain obſerves, he had a greater Propenſity to 
Rhiming, than Genius to Poetry ; and his Name 1s 
perpetuated more by Mr. Drydez's Satire, call'd 
Mack Flecknoe, than his own Writings. He writ ſeveral 
Plays, tho' he could never get but one of them 
acted; and that met with a very ill Fate. His Dra- 
matick Pieces are, 

8 H 3 I. Loves 
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I. Love's Dominion; a Pramatick Paſtoral, printed 
1654. Dedicated to the Lady Elizabeth Claypole, 
This Piece was written as a Pattern for the reform'd 
Stage, and contains a great deal of Morality. 

II. Loves Kingdom; a Paſtoral Tragi-Comedy, 
1664. Dedicated to the Marquis of Newcaſ:, 
This is little more than the former Play alter'd, 
with a new Title; and it was acted at the Theatre 
in Lincolas-Tan-Fields; but it had the misfortune to 
miſcarry in the Repreſentation. 

III. EX MIN IA, or T he Chaſt Lady; a Tragi-Co- 
medy, 1667. Dedicated to the Fair and Virtuous 
Lady Sorthcor. | 

IV. Damoiſelles A-Ia-mede ; a Comedy, 1667, De- 
dicated to the Duke and Dutcheſs of Newcaſtle, 
This Play, the Author owns, 1s taken out of ſeveral 
excellent Pieces of Moliere. The main Plot from 
his Les precieuſes Ridicules.,; the Counterplor of 
Spanarelle from his LEſcule des Femmes; and the 
two Nuturals from his L'Eſcole des Maris. 

V. The Marrigge f Oct axnusand BRITANNIA; 
a Maſque. | : 

In Erwinia, and Damoiſelles A la-mode, the Author 
has put the Actors Names, he deſign'd for the Per- 
formance, over-againſt the Dramatis Pe: ſonæ, tho 
they were never acted ; for which he gives this rea- 
ſon, that the Reader might have half the Pleaſure of 
ſee ing them acted, by a lively Imagination, which 
would ſupply the defect of Action: And this was 
politick enough, ſince it was his Buſigeſs to get them 
to be read. 


Mr, 
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Mr. JOHN FLETCHER, and 
Mr. FRAN CIS BEAUMONT. 


R. Fletcher was Son of the Reverend Doctor 

Richard Fletcher, created Biſhop of Briſtol by 

Queen Elizabeth; and by her tranſlated to the 
Biſhoprick of London, Anno 1593. He was Educa- 
ted at the Univerſity of Cambridge. As to his Col- 
league in Writing, Mr. Beaumont, he was deſcended 
trom the ancient Family of that Name, ſeated 
at Gracedieu in Leiceſterſhire. He was Brother to Sir 
Henry Beaumont Knight, of the ſame Place; and his 
Father, Francis Beaumont, Eſq; was Judge of the 
Common-pleas. He had his Education likewiſe at 
Cambridge; from whence he remov'd to the Inner- 
Temple. He was a Man of a great deal of Learning, 
good Wit, and better Judgment; inſomuch that, as 
Mr. Langbain obſerves, the great Ben. Johnſon thought 
it no Difgrace to ſubmit ſome of his Writings to his 
Correction. Mr. Fletcher was excellent at Repartee, 
the greateſt Grace of Comedy ; and his Wit was 
equal ro Mr. Beaumont's Judgment; but ſometimes 
low id to that height, that it requir'd a check from 
his Judicious Friend. They were both polite in 
their Manners, whereby they introduc'd fine Scenes 
vt Converſation; and Fletcher expreſs'd his Thoughts 
with ſuch Vivacity, drew the Paſſions ſo lively 
(eſpecially Love) and his Raillery was ſo witty, 
that he rather pleas'd than diſguſted, even thoſe very 
Perſons on whom he ſcem'd to reflect. Their Plays 
are Fitty three in number; and it muſt be confeſs'd 
that Hetcher's Fancy and Beaumont's Judgment com- 
bin'd in the Production: They were firſt collected 
H 4 | into 
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into one large Volume Folio, 1679. but are ſince re. 
printed in ſeven Volumes Octavo, 1711. Dedicated 
to the Duke of Devonſhire. And are as follow. 

I. T he Beggar's Buſh; a Comedy, at firſt acted 
with Applauſe, | 
II. Bo N DVA; a Tragedy. Plot from Tacitus“ 
Annals, Book 14. Milton's Hiſt, Engl. Boo 2. This 
Play has been twice reviv'd. 

III. The Bloody Brother, or Rol LO Duke of Nir- 
mandy ; a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre in Dorſer 
Garden, The Plot is taken from Herodian. Hift. lib. 
4. and part of the Language from Senecas Thebais, Z 

IV. The Captain; a Comedy. This Play has not 
been repreſented on the Theatre a great many 
Years. 7 ] 

V. The Chances; a Comedy. This Comedy was 1 
reviv'd by the late Duke of Buckingham, with great 3 
Alterations, 1682. and was acted at the Theatre in 
Dorſet Garden, with great Applauſe. 

VI. The Coronation; a Tragi-Comedy. Mr. Shirley 
claims this Play as his. . | 3 
VII. The Coxcomb; a Comedy. This Play has I 
been reviv'd at the Theatre Royal, with a Prologue 3 
ſpoken by Jo. Haines, Gs | 

VIII. Cupid Revenge; a Tragedy. 1 

IX. The Cuſtom of the Country; a Tragi-Comedy. | 
This was accounted a good Play. The Plot taken 3 
from Maliſpinis's Novels, Deca. 6. NÞv. 6. J 
| X. The DoulJe Marriage; a Tragedy, This Play 
Wl was reviv'd ſome Years ſince. = | 
XI. The Elder Brother; a Comedy, which met 
„ with good Succeſs. | | 
Mp XII. The Faithful Shepherdeſs ; a Dramatick Paſto- 

9 ral, firſt acted on a Twelfth Night at Somerfet Houſe, 
"8 This was entirely Mr. Fletcher's ; and inſtead of 2 
„ Prologue, was ſung a Dialogue, between a Prieſt and 
Il. a Nymph, writ by Sir Milliam D' Adenant; and the 
M Epilogue 
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Epilogue was ſpoken by the Lady Mordant. This 
Piece was Commended in two Copies of Verſes by 
Mr. Beaumont and Ben. Johnſon. 

XIII. The Fair Maid of the Im; a Comedy. Part 
of this Play is taken from Cauſin's Holy Court, and 
IWauley's Hiſt. of Man. 

XIV. The Falſe One ; a Tragedy. This Play is 
founded on the Adventures of Julius Cæſar in Egypt; 
and his Amours with Cleopatra. See Suetonius, Plu- 
tach, Dion, Appian, Florus, Oroſius, &c. 

XV. Four Plays in One, or Moral Repreſentations ; 
c:ntaining the Triumph of Honour, the Triumph of Love, 
the Triumph of Death, and the Triumph of Time. The 
Triumph of Time is wholly the Author's ; the 
others are built on Boccace's Novels. 

XVI. The Honeſt Man's Fortune ; a Tragi-Comedy. 
For the Plot ſee Heywood"s Hiſt. of Nomen. 

XVII. T he Humorous Lieutenant ; a Tragi-Come- 
dy, {till acted with Applauſe. Some Hints are taken 
from the Epiſtles of Horace, lib. 2. Ep. 2. And ſome 
from Ford's Apothegms, p. 30. Conſult likewiſe Plu- 
zarch's Life of Demetrius, Appian, Juſtin, &C. 

XVIII. The Hand Princeſs; a Tragi-Comedy, 
This Play was reviv'd with Alterations by Mr. Tate, 
and acted at the Theatre Royal, 1687. The re- 
viv d Play is Dedicated to the Right Honourable 
Henry Lord Walgrave. 

XIX. A King and no Ring; a Tragi-Comedy, 
acted with Applauſe. This Play has been likewiſe 


reviv'd. 


XX. The Knight of the Burning Peſtle; a Comedy, 
alſo reviv'd with a Prologue ſpoken by the famous 
Mrs. Elen Guin, 8 | 

XII. The Knight of Malta; a.Tragi-Comedy. 

XXII. The Laws of Candy; a Tragi-Comedy. 


Neither of thele two laſt have heen acted of late 


ears. 


XXIII. The 
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106 Lives and Characters of the 
XXIII. The Little French Lawyer ; a Comedy. The 


of Dinant, Clerimont, and Lamiza, are borrow'd 
from Don Lewis de Caſtro, and Don Roderigo ds 
Montalva, &c. | . 
XXIV. Love's Cure, or The Martial Maid; a Co- 
medy. | 
XXV. The Lover's Pilgrimage ; a Comedy. The Plot 
is taken from a Novel, call'd The Two Damſels; and 
ſome Incidents from Ben. Johnſon s New-In. 
XXVI. The Lover's Progreſs; a Tragi-Comedy; 
built on a French Romance, call'd Lyſander and Ca- 
liſta. 
Axvn. The Loyal Subject; a Comedy. 


the Story of Mundus and Paulina, in Joſephus, lib. 18. 
c. 4. This Play is commended in a Copy of Verſes 
by Sir Aſton Cocain. | 
 XXIX. The Maid in the Mill; a Comedy. The 
ſerious part of the Plot from Gerardo, a Spaniſh Ro- 
mance; and the Comical part from Bandellos Novels. 
This Play was reviv'd and often acted at the Duke 
of York's Theatre. + 

XXX. The Maid's Tragedy; a Play which has 
been always aced with the greateſt Applauſe ; but 
ſome part of it diſpleaſing King Charles II. it was, 


was reviv d by Mr. Waller, who entirely altering the 
laſt Act, it was brought on the Stage again with 
univerſal Approbation. 


5 XXXI. 4 Maſque of Gray Inn Gentlemen, pre- 
„ ſented at the Marriage of the Princeſs Elixabeth, 
9 and the Prince Palatine of the Rhine, in the Banquet- 
5 ing Houle at 1#/hite-hal, This Piece was written 
5 by Mr. Beaumont alone. | 

io XXXII. Mor eur 


Plot from Guſman, or The Spaniſh Rogue. The Story 
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XXVIII. The Mad Lover; a Tragi-Comedy. See 


for a time, forbid acting in that Reign, till it. 
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 X&XXU. Monſieur THOMAS; a Comedy. This 
Play has fince been a&ed on the Stage, under the 
Title of Trick for Trick. | 
XXXIII. Nice Valour, or The Paſſionate Mad-man ; 
2 Comedy. 
XXXIV. The Night-Walker, or The Little Thief; 
2 Comedy, acted by the King's Servants, ſince the 
Reſtoration, with Applauſe. | 
XXXV. The Noble Gentleman ; a Comedy. This 
Play was reviv'd by Mr. Durfey ; and by him call'd, 
The Fool's Preferment, or T he T hree Dukes of Duns 
able. - : | 
5 XXXVI. PRILAST FER, or Love lies a Bleeding; 
a Tragi- Comedy. This was the firſt Play that 
brought theſe excellent Writers in Eſteem, it being 
often acted with Applauſe ; and it is accounted one 
of the beſt Dramatick Pieces theſe Authors have 
publiſh'd. It was firlt repreſented at the Old The- 
atre in Lincotus-lan-Fields, when the Women acted 
by themſelves. 
XNXXVII. The Pilgrim; a Comedy, reviv'd and 
acted with Succeſs. _ | 
XXXVII, The Propheteſs; a Tragi-Comedy. 
This Play has been reviv'd by Mr. Betterton, under 
the Name of The Prophereſs, or The Hiſtory of D1 0+ 
CLESIAN; an Opera. For the Hiſtory conſult 
Nicephoras, lib. 6. and 7. Enſebizng, lib. 8. Baronins 
Au. 204, &C. | | 
. The Queen of Corinth ; a Tragi-Co- 
ꝛedy. 
XL. Rule a Wiſe, and have a Wife ; a Comedy, 
acted with Applauſe. | 


XLI. The Scoruful Lady; a Comedy, acted 


with very great Applauſe. 
NLII. The Sea Vojzage ; a Comedy, reviv'd by Mr. 
Durtey ; who gives it the Title of The Commonwealth 


of 


ſpear's Tempeſt, by theſe Lines. 


108 Lives and Characters of the 
of Nomen. This Play ſhould be taken from Hale 


The Storm which vaniſb d on the neighb ring Shore, 
Was taught by Shakeſpear's Tempeſt firſt to roar ; 
That Innocence and Beauty which did ſmile 
In Fletcher, grew on this Inchanted Ilie. 

Dryden, 


XLIII. The Spaniſh Curate; a Comedy, ſeveral 
times reviv'd with Applauſe. Plot from Gerardo's 
Hiſt. of Don John, 202. and his Spaniſh Curate, p. 
214. | 

XLIV. Trirky aud ThropoRET; a Tra- 
gedy. The Plot taken from the French Chronicles, in 
the Reign of Clotair II. Fredegarizs, De Serres, Mexe- 
ray, &c. 

XLV. The Two Noble Kinſmen ; a Tragi-Come- 
dy, Shakeſpear aſſiſted Fletcher. in the Compoſure of 
this Play, | | 

XLVI. VarteNnrTiNnIAN; a Tragedy, revivd 
and alter'd by the late Earl of Rocheſter ; and acted 
at the Theatre Royal with great Applauſe. The 
Plot from Amm. Marcel. Procopius, Hiſt. of Evagrius, &c. 

XLVII. 4 Wife for a Minth; a Tragi-Comedy. 
For the Story ſee Mariana and Louis de Mayerne Tur- 
Juet, Hiſt. Sancho the Eighth King of Leon. | 

XLVIII. The H/ild Gooſe Chace; a Comedy, for- 
merly acted with Applauſe. 

XLIN. Vit at ſeveral /eapons ; à Comedy. Tis 
thought Sir Wiliam D'Avenant built ſome of the 
Characters of his Play, call'd The Mits, on this Co- 
medy. . 

5 Nit without Money, a Comedy, reviv'd at the 
Old Houle in Lincohns-Hma-Fields, immediately after 
the burning of the Theatre in Druiy-lane, with 2 
new Prologue by Mr. Dryden. 

mY ; LI. The 
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II. The Woman Hater; a Comedy, reviv'd by 
Sir William D' Avenant, with a new Prologue in 
Proſe. This Play was one of thoſe writ by Mr. 
Fletcher alone. 

LII. Women pleasd; a Comedy. The comi- 
cal Parts from Boccace's Novels, Day 7. Nov. 6. 
Day 8. Nov. 8, &. 

LUI. Woman's Prize, or The Tamer tamd; 2 
Comedy, built on the ſame Foundation with Shake- 
ſpear's Taming of the Shrew ; and writ by Mr. Fletcher, 
without the Aſſiſtance of Mr. Beaumont. 

Mr. Cartwright preſented Mr. Fletcher with the 
following Lines, on his writing fingly. 


'Tis known, that ſometimes he did ſtand alone, 

That both the Spunge and Pencil were his own : 
What himſelf judg'd, himſelf could fingly do, 

Aud waz at laſt, Beaumont and Fletcher too. 


Mr. Fletcher join'd with Ben. Fohnſon and Middle- 
ten, in a Comedy call'd The Widow. He died of 
the Plague, in the Year 1625. in the 49th Year of his 
age; and was buried in St. Mary Overy's Church, South- 
uark. 

Mr. Beaumont writ, beſides his Dramatick Pieces, 


2 Volume of Poems, Elegies, Sonnets, &c. He died 


Young, before he was Thirty Years of Age, and 


was buried at the Entrance into St. BenedicF's Chapel 
in Heſtiminſter Abbey, in the Year 1615. 


In a Copy of Verſes writ by Sir George Liſig, to 


he Memory of Mr. E ancis Beaumont, are the two 
tollowing Lines. 


And this I'll fay, thou ftrik'ft our Senſe ſo deep, 
At once thon mak tus Bluſh, Rejoice, and Weep. 


And 
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Ito Lives and Characters of the 


And the famous Ben. Johnſon, in ſome Verſes 
to Mr. Beaumont (when living) in return of a Copy 
ſent to him, has this Compliment : 


And even there, where moſt thou praiſe Me 
For Writing better, I muſt envy Thee. 


Sir John Berkenhead, a noted Wit in his Time, 
writ under Mr. Fletcher's Picture theſe Latin Lines. 


Felicis avi, ac Præſulis Natus ; comes 
Beaumontio; fic, quippe Parnaſſus, Biceps ; 
FLETCHERUS wnam in Pyramida furcas agens. 
Struxit chorum plus fimplicem vates Duplex; 

Plus Duplicem ſolus : nec ullum tranſtulit ; 

Nec transferrendus : Dramatum aterni ſales, 
Anglo Theatro, Orbi fibi ſuperſtites. 
FLETCHERE, factes abſque vultu pingitur ; 
Quantus! vel Umbram circuit nemo tuam. 


ccc 
Mr. Jo HN FoRbp. 


Gentleman of the Middle Temple, who liv'd 
in the Reign of King Charles I. He writ 
Eight Dramatick Pieces. 

I. Lovers Melancholy ; a Tragi-Comedy, acted in 
the Black-fryars, 1629. Dedicated to ſeveral 
Friends of Gray's-1mn in particular, and the whole 
Society in general. | 

II. The Broken Heart; a Tragedy, acted by his 
Majeſty's Servants, at the private Houſe in the 
Blackjryars, 1633. Dedicated to the Lord Craven. 

III. Love's Sacrifice; a Tragedy, acted by the 

ueen's Servants at the Phenix in Drury-lane, 1633. 
Dedicated to John Ford of Gray lun, Eſq; Mr. Shin 
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writ a Copy of Verſes in commendation of this 
Play. | 

IV. "Tis pity She's a Whore ; a Tragedy, acted in 
Drury-lane, 1633. Dedicated to John Earl of Peter- 
borough. | 5 

V. PERKIN WarBEck; an Hiſtorical Play, 
ated by the Queen's Servants in Drurylane, 1634. 
Dedicated to the Earl of Newcaſtle. For the Story 
ſee Hiſt. of Perk. Warbeck, by Gainsford, and our 
Englib Chronicles in the Reign of Henry VII. 

VI. Fancies Chaſt and Noble; a Tragi-Comedy, 
acted in Drury-lane, 1638. Dedicated to the Lord 


Mackdonel, an Iriſb Peer. 


VII. The Ladies Tryal; a Tragi-Comedy, acted 
by their Majeſty's Servants, at the Theatre in Drury- 
lane, 1639. | 

VII. The Sun's Darling ; a Maſque, preſented at 


the Cockpit in Drury-lane, 1657. Dedicated to the 


Earl of Southampton. This Maſque was written by 
Mr. Ford and Mr. Deckar, and alludes to the Four 
Seaſons of the Year. | 
This Author join'd with Rowley and Decłkar; and 
his Plays are known by an Anagram inſtead of his 
Name, generally printed in the Title Page, viz. 


FIDE HONOR. 


NDS S S e eee ee See ee 


e Mr. Joun FOUNTAIN. 


Devonſbire Gentleman, who in the Reign of 
King Charles II. wrote the following Play. 

The Reward of Virtue; a Comedy, printed 1661. 
This Play was not deſign'd for the Stage by the 
Author ; but atter his Death it being reviv'd and 

| | alter'd 
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alter d by Mr. Shaduel, who gave it the Title of 
The Royal Shepherdeſs, it was acted with Applauſe. 


SERGE SOR DOLLS FR ene: GR: £4 
Ar. ABRAHAM FRANCE. 


AN ancient Poet. He livd in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and was Author of one 
Dramatick Paſtoral ; call'd, 

AMYNTAS ; Printed in a Book writ by him, 
entitled The Counteſs of Pembroke's Foy Church, 1591. 
It is a Tranſlation from Tao, in Hexameter 
Verſe. 


Sir RALPH FREEMAN. 
T HIS Gentleman livd in the Reign of King 


Charles I. and during the inteſtine Troubles, 


writ the tollowing Play in his Retirement. 

IMPERIALE; a Tragedy, printed 1655. The 
Cataſtrophe of this Play is very moving. For the 
Plot ſee Pontanus; Budzus's Treaſury of Ancient and 
Modern Times; Beard's Theatre of God's Judgments, 
part 2. p. 45. Wanley's Hiſt. of Man, lib. 4. c. 2. Goulart 
Hiſt. Admirab. de notre Temps, &C. 


"(BEND 8 EEE A INUINE END FOE 2457 


M.. ULPIAN FULWELI. 


AN Author, who, in the Reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, writ one Play in Rhime. 


— 


Like 
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Like will to like, quoth the Devil to the Collier ; an 
Interlude, printed in an old Black Letter, 1587. 
This Play ſets forth the Puniſhment of Licentious 


Perſons. 
155 N A oy N e 5052 22 4 | 
ee oo Pando nd oy 
GEORG E.G a8cCO! G N, Eſq; 


HIS Gentleman liv'd in the beginning of 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign; he was a Member 


ot the Society of Gra) Ian, and writ ſeveral Poeti- 


cal Performances, among which are the four Dra- 


matick Pieces following. 
I. JocasTa; a Tragedy, preſented at Gray's-Im 


1566. This is a Tranſlation from the Greek of Euri- 


rides, digeſted into Acts. Euripides, who was ſtil'd 
the Tragick Philiſapher, was born at Phila, a Town 
in Attica ; Prodius taught him Rhetorick, after which 
he made a Voyage to Egyt with Plato, for the Im- 
provement of his Learning. He was Friend to S- 
crates, and aſſiſted him in the compoſing his Trage- 
dies. He left Athens diſſatisfied at the Preferment of 
the Comick Writers; ard retir'd to the Court of 
Archelaus King of Macedonia, where he was receiv'd 
with the greateſt Marks of Eſteem ; bur at laſt King 
Archelaus was aſſaſſinated, and Euripides tore to pieces 
with Dogs by the Conſpiracy of Decanmion and others. 
He died about the 65th Year of his Age, in the 93d 
Olympiad, and in the Year of Rome 348. being 
406 Years before the Incarnation of our Saviour, 


The Ancients mention above Ninety Ttagedies writ 


by 
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114 Lives and Characters of the 


by this great Man, but I think at preſent we enjoy 
but Nineteen of them. Some relate that he receiy'd 
his Death from vicious Women, againſt whom he 
had too bitterly inveigh'd. In Ford's Apothegms there 
is this Story; Sophocles being once ask'd the Reaſon 


why in his Tragedies he always repreſented Wo- 


men good, and Euripides wicked; anſwer'd that 
Euripides deſcrib'd them as they were, he as they 
ought to be. This ſhort Account of this ancient 
Tragedian I thought fit to inſert for the Entertain- 
ment of the Curious. 

II. The Suppoſes ; a Comedy, preſented at Gra) lm, 
1566. Tranſlated from the Zalian of Arirfto, a fa- 
mous Poet; a Ferrareſe and Favourite of Alphonſus firſt 
Duke of Ferrara. This and the former are two of 
the moſt ancient Plays in the Exgliſ Language. 


The Prologue of this Play is writ in Proſe, which 


has been a Precedent in other Dramartick Pertor- 
mances; and Mr. Tate s. Duke or no Duke has an 
Epilogue in Proſe. | 

III. The Glaſs of Government; a Tragi-Comedy, 
1575. This Play illuſtrates the Rewards of Virtue, 
and particularly ſhews the Puniſhment of Vice. 

IV. Pleaſure at Kenelworth Caſtle ; a Maſque, per- 
form'd before the Queen for her Entertainment. 
All theſe Plays are printed in a black Letter, and 
bound up with his other Poems, in a large Vo- 
lume, 1587. | | 
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Mr. JouN Gar. 


AN Author born in Devonſhire, and bred a Mercer 

in the aud; but quitting that Employment, 
he was afterwards retain'd in the Service of the 
Dutcheſs of Avaureuth, as her Grace's Domeſtick 
Steward ; 
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tical Writings. His Dramatick Pieces are, 

I The Wife of Bath; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal in Drury-lane, 1714. This Play met 
with but indifferent Succeſs.” Part of the Plot ſeems 
to be taken from Kite in The Recruiting Officer. 

II. The what dye tallit ; a Tragi-Comi-Paſtoral 
Farce, ated at the Theatre Royal, 1715. This 
Farce was acted with Applauſe; it is allegorical; 


and expoſes ſeveral of our eminent Poets. | 
III. Three Hours after Marriage; a Comedy of 


three Acts, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1717. This 
Play has ſome extraordinary Scenes in it, which 
ſcem'd to treſpaſs on Female Modeſty, 

IV. The Mohocks; a Farce, never aged. 


Mr. CHARLES GIL DON. 


19 Gentleman (ſtill living) was born at 
Gillingham near Shaftesbury, im the County of 
Dorſet. His Parents and Family were all of the 
Romijh Perſwaſion; but they could not convey their 
Leal tor that Religion to this Author. His Father 
was a Member of the Society of Gray Ian, and 
ſuffer d very much with the Royal Party. His firſt 
Rudiments of Learning he had at the place of his 
Nativity ; thence his Relations ſent him to the 
Erglih College of Secular Prieſts at Doway in Hai- 
nault, with deſign of making him a Prieſt ; but after 
tre Years Study there, he found his Inclinations 
lead him another way. At Nineteen he re- 
ruarn'd to England, and as ſoon as he was of 
Age, and capable of enjoying all the Pleaſures of 

3 By OY Lite; 
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Steward ; and having an Inclination to Poetry, by 
the Strength of his own Genius, and the Converſa- 
tion of Mr. Pope, he has made ſome Progreſs in Poe- 
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Life, he came to London, where having ſpent the 
beſt Part of his Paternal Eſtate, at about Three 
and Twenty he married. During the Reign of 
King James, he employ'd himſelf in reading the 
Controverſies of thoſe Times; and he declares that 
it coſt him above ſeven Years Study and Conteſt, be- 
fore he could overcome the Prejudice of Education. 
His firſt Attempt in a Dramatick way, was not till 
after his Two and Thirtieth Year. And he tells us 
in his Eſſays, that Neceſſity (the general Induce- 
ment) was the firſt Motive of his venturing to be an 
Author. He has writ three Plays. 

I. The Roman Bride's Revenge; a Tragedy, ated 
at the Theatre Royal, 1697. This Play was writ 
in a Month; and had the uſual Succeſs of haſty 
Productions, tho' the firſt and ſecond Acts are well 
done; and the Cataſtrophe is beautiful; the Moral 
being to give us an Example in the Puniſhment of 
Martian, that no Conſideration ought to make us 
delay the Service of our Country. Part of the Plot 
is taken from Camma of Galata. 

II. PHatroN, or The Fual Divorce; a Trage- 
dy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1698. Dedicated 
to Charles Montague, Eſq; This Play is written in 
bl | imitation of the Ancients, and it had better Succeſs 
WW than the other. The Plot, and a great many of the 
Wi Beauties, the Author owns in his Preface, he has 
M taken from the Aledea of Euripides, | 
"fy III. Lowe's Victim, or The Queen of Wales; 2 
Tragedy, acted at the Theatre in Lincolns-Im- 
. Fields. | | 
He introduc'd the Play, call'd The Younger Brother, 
Wo or The Amorons Jilt; written by Mrs. Behn, but not 
i brought upon the Stage till after her Deceaſe. He 
1 made very little Alteration in it. His Plays have 
WW! not his Name to them; and his Faults lie gene- 
5 rally in the Style, which is too near an * ot 
| # | : 
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Mr. Lee's ; tho' that Poet had Beauties enough to 
make amends for it. 


2 6120 9 62 i880 8520 6720 66 29 G 8075867200 


Mr. HENRY GLAPTHORN. 


HIS Author livd in the Reign cf King 
Charles I. and was allow'd to be a good Dra- 
matick Poet of that Age. He writ Five Plays. 

I. ARGALUus and PARTHENIA; à Tragi-Co- 
medy, 1639. This Play was acted before the King 
and Queen at Court ; and afterwards at the private 
Houſe in Dr 5 lane, by their Majeſties Servants. 
The Plot is founded on Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia; 
a Romance. 

II. The Ladies P, r a Comedy, acted at the 
Cock-Pit in Drury lane, by their Majeſties Servants, 
1640. This Play is Dedicated to Sir Frederick Corn- 
walls; and was likewiſe acted before their Majeſties 
at Whitehall. | 

III. ALBERTUuSs WALLENSTEIN; a Tragedy, 
acted at the Globe, by his Majeſty's Servants; 1640. 
For the Story ſce the Writers in the Time of the 
Emperor Ferdinand II. Spondanus s Continuation of 
Baronius, &C. 

IV. The Hollander ; a Comedy, acted at the Cock- 
jo in Drury-laze, 1640. Dedicated to Sir Thomas 
11 

V. Vit in @ Conſtable; a Comedy, aged at the 
Cock-Pit in Drury-lune, by their Majeſties Servants 3 
De dicated to Thomas Lord Wentworth, 


1 3 Mr. 
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ee eee eee 
Mr. THOMAS GOFFE, 


Gentleman that flouriſh'd in the Reign of King 
James I. He was born in Eſſex, the Year 
1592. and was firſt plac'd to Weſtminſter School, from 
whence he remoy*d to Chriſt-Churgh-Collge, Od; 
and had conferr'd on him the Degree of Batchelor 
of Divinity, before he left the Univerſity. In 
the Year 1623, he was preferr'd to the Living of 
Eaſt Clandon in Surrey; where, Mr. Langbain tells us, 
he unhappily met with a Xantippe to his Wife, the 
Din of whoſe provoking Tongue put an untimely 
Period to his Days. He arriv'd to be a good Poet, 
a fine Orator, and an excellent Preacher. He dy'd 
in the Year 1627; and was buried in his own Pariſh 
Church. His Dramatick Pieces are as follow. 

I. SrIIMVUS Emperor of the Turks; a Tragedy, 
1638. *Tis uncertain whether this Play was ever 
acted. For the Plot fee the Turkih Hiſtories in the 
Reign of Slimm I. as Paulis Jovius, Mezeray, &c. 
II. The Careleſs Sbepherdeſs ; a Dramatick Paſtoral, 
1656, This Play was acted at Salibhury Court be⸗ 
fore the King and Queen, with great Applauſe. 

III. Ox EST ESF; a Tragedy, acted by the Stu- 
dents of Chriſt-Church in Oxford, 1656. Plot from 
the Oreftes of Euripides. 

IV. The Couragiers Turk, cr Adonarh E 
Tragedy, 1656. Dedicated to Sir Walter Tichlorn, 
For the Plot conſult the Hiſtories of Lenuclaving, 
Chalcecondylas, Knoles, &c. in the Reign of Ammurath. 

V. The Raging Turk, or BAJAZET I; a Ire 
gedy. Both theſe lait mention d Plays were like- 

Gi acted by the Students of Chriſi-Chur ch- Colege in 


d. 
2 Mt: 
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25 N D S S e ee Seer 
Mr. ROBERT GOMERS AL. 
ng HIS Author, likewiſe a Divine, was born in 
ar London the Year 1602. At Fourteen Years of 
m Age he was enter d of Chriſt-Church-College in Oxford, 
d; and ſoon after choſen a Student of that Royal Foun- 
or dation. Here he took the Degrees of Batchelor and 
In Maſter of Arts; and in the Year 1627, he was made 
of Batchelor of Divinity. He had a Living in North- 
8, amptou/hire, and dy'd in the Year 1646. He wrote 
he one Play; call'd, 
ly  Lopovick SroRza Duke of Milan; a Tragedy, 1632. 
"A Dedicated to Mr. Francis Hyde. The Story you may 
'd 4 ſee in Cuicciardin, lib. 1, 2, &c. Mezeray, and Philip 
ſh EF de Comines in the Reign of Charles VIII. of France. 

b This Gentleman likewiſe wrote ſeveral Divine 
vr, poems; one whereof is call'd the Levites Revenge. 
er 
le zr r nana 
A Mr. ROBERT GOULD. 

Domeſtick of the late Earl of Dorſet and Mid- 
1 dleſex; who afterwards became a Country 
n dchool- Maſter. He writ one Play. | 
. The Rival Siſters, or The Violence of Love; a Tra- 
2 gedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1696. Dedica- 


ted to the Right Honourable James Earl of Abingdon. 
This Play was well receivd, tho' the acting of it 
was delay'd for ſome time, as the Author complains 
in his Epiſtle. The Plot is taken, in a great meaſure, 
from Shirley's Maid's Revenge; the Story from Reynold's 
God's Revenge againſt Murder. : 
14 FRAx- 
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FRAN CIS GOLDSMITH, Eſq, 


Am able to give no other Account of this 
Gentleman, than that he liv'd in the Reign of 
King Charles I. and oblig'd us with a Tranſlation of 
a Dramatick Piece, ; call'd, 
SOPHOMPANEAS, or The H ſtory of Jos En; 
a Tragedy, with Annotations, 1640. Dedicated 
to the Marquis of Dorcheſter. This Divine Play 
was writ in Latin, by the famous Hugo Grotins, a 
Swedih Gentleman, and Ambaſſador from Sweden to 
the Court of France, in the Reign of Lewis XIII. 
and is tranſlated into Heroick Verſe. It is founded 
on the 44th and 45th Chapter of Gene/is ; Philo, in 
the Lite of Joſephn, Juſtin, book, 36, & c. It ends 
ſucceſsfully, as Authority tor which, the Author 
quotes a Tragedy writ by Euripides, call'd Alceſtes, 
&c. The Author was found fault with by ſome 
religious Perſons, for bringing Sacred Things into a 
Play and Fable. 5 


„ Granville, 
Tord Lanſdowne, Baron of Biddiford. 


F HIS accompliſh'd Nobleman is deſcended 
from the Ancient and Noble Family of the 
Grenvilte's or Gramville's, ſeated for many Ages in 
Devonſhire and Cornuall. This Family came from 
Rollo the Firſt Duke of Abrmandy. Richard dt 
(Franville, Second Son of the ſaid Duke, accompani- 
ed Millam the Conqueror in his Expedition into this 
Kingdom; and the Conqueror, for his ſignal Ser- 
| 7 pier 
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vices, beſtow'd on him the Caſtle and Lordſhip of 
Biddiford. Richard de Granville, Son of the ſaid 
Richard, was ſummon'd by Ring Edward I. to at- 
tend him in his Foreign Wars. Sir Richard Gran- 
vile, a Deſcendant of this Houſe, was one of the 
famous Engliſhmen, who in the Year 1566 ſervd 
the Emperor Ferdinand againſt the Turks ; and was 
preſent with Don John of Auſtria, at the famous 
Battle of Lepanto; and on his Return, was made 
Vice-Admiral of England: He was {lain near the 

ore Iſlands, having in one Ship alone ſuſtain'd a 
Fight, for fifreen Hours, againſt the whole Naval 
Power of Spain. Sir Bevil Granville, Grandſon to 
Sir Richard, rais'd conſiderable Forces, at his own 
Expence, for King Charles I. and at the Battle of 
1.an{downe he loſt his Life. John, the eldeſt Son of 
Sir Bevil Granville, was the chief Inſtrument of the 
famous Negotiation with General Monk ; and after 
the Reſtoration he was created Earl of Bath and 
Viſcount Lanſdowne. The preſent Lord Lanſdoune is 
ſecond Son to Bernard Granville, who was ſecond 
Son of the famous Sir Bev] ; and by the Death of 
the late Milliam Henry Earl of Bath, is become the 
chief Male Repreſentative of that Houſe. The il- 
luſtrious Original and glorious Actions of the Fa- 
mily of this Nobleman, will, I doubt not, render 
this conciſe Account of his Deſcent acceptable to 
all curious Readers: But to proceed to his Educa- 
dlon. : 

He receiv'd his firſt Tin&ure of Letters in France, 
under the Care ard Tuition of Sir H/lliam Ellis, a 
Gentleman bred up under the famous Doctor Busby, 
and who has ſince been eminent in many publick 
Stations. At Eleven Years of Age, he was ſent to 
Trinity-College in Cambridge, where he remain'd five 
Years ; but at the Age of Thirteen he was admit- 
ted to the Degree of Maſter of Arts. I 

cr 
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Her Royal Highneſs the Dutcheſs of York (Con- 
ſort to the late King James) paying a Viſit to the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, he was choſen by the Col- 
lege to compliment her Highneſs with a Specch in 
Engliſh Verſe, which he perform'd with wonderſul 
Applauſe. Being thus introduc'd to the Muſes, he 
took ſuch a liking to them, and to his firſt Subjed, 
that he could forſake neither. His next Perfor- 
mance was a Copy of Verſes inſcrib'd to the Far! 
of Peterborough, upon his Negotiation of the Mar- 
riage of her Royal Highneſs with the Duke : And 
it has been a receiv'd Opinion, that moſt of his 
Panegyricks to Myra, however diſguis'd and ſeem- 
ingly apply'd, were originally detign'd for that Prin- 
ceſs; it appears that he continu'd conſtant to this 


122 


Theme to the laſt ; for in his Progreſs of Beauty, he 


could not forbear placing her at the Head of his 
Celebrated Beauties : And this was one of the laſt 
Pieces of his Lordſhip's Writing in that kind. 

It is a very difficult Task to give a Character of 
this ſhining Nobleman ; I preſume to ſay, that his 
Lordſhip is not only an excellent Poet, but a candid 
and generous Patron ; a Nobleman of ſprightly Wit, 
and Vivacity, as appears in all his Writings, and per- 


fectly accompliſh'd in the Affairs of State: Tho! it be 


unuſual amongſt Quality, he is eaſy of Acceſs, hu- 
mane and affable in his Temper, and ſincere in his 
Actions; he has a great deal of Perſonal Bravery, 
and gives as much Honour to the Titles he bears, 
as he has recciv d from them. 

In the Year 1710, his Lordſhip (then Mr. Grar- 
vile) was made Secretary at War, as he was after- 
wards Comptroller and Treaſurer of the Houſhold to 
the late Queen, and One of her Majeſty's moſt 
Honourable Privy Council : And in the Year 1711, 
he was created a Peer of the Realm, by the my 
an 
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and Title of Baron Lanſdowne of Biddiford in the 
County of Devon. | | 

Beſides his Lordſhip's Collection of Poems, con- 
fitting chiefly of Verſes of Gallantry, Songs, Epi- 
grams, Cc. he has honour'd the World with Three 
Dramatick Pieces. 

I. The She Gallants; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal in Little Lincolns-Inn-Fields, 1696. 
This Play, tho” it was Writ at an Age when ſome Per- 
ſous are but beginning to Spell, * has a great deal more 
Wit than the Stage is generally us'd to, Dialogue 
equall'd by few, and more juſt Satyrical Obſerva- 
tions than moſt of our modern Comedies: But it 
being miſrepreſented, as deſigning, in ſome of the 
Characters, to reflect upon particular Perſons, and 


eſpecially upon the Government; this Prejudice, 


and the Envy to the Merit of the Performance, 
arm'd a Faction againſt it, tho* they could not hin- 
der its Succeſs, it being often acted with Applauſe. 
His Lordſhip will be eaſily acquitted of the Imputa- 


tion of reflecting upon the Government, when *tis 


conſider d that he writ this Play long before that 
Government ſubſiſted, or thoſe Perſons ſuppos'd, 
were any ways noted; nor was it compos'd with 
any Intention of being made publick, bu t only for 
2 private Amuſement, as his Lordſhip himſelf avers 
in his Preface. Part of the Epiſode of The Four 
Siſters, ſeems to be taken out of The French Marquis 
in the Romance of {brahim, | 
II. Heroick Love; a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre 
Royal with great Applauſe. This Play is one of 
the beſt of our modern Tragedies : His Lordſhip 
has obſerv'd the ſtricteſt Rules of the ancient Dra- 
ma; the Action is ſingle, the Place not varied, _ 
the 


* See the Advertiſement prefix d to this Play. 


— 


oF - 5 == — — 2 =Y 
— — ESD n . a . A 5 - 2 —— — = 
——— — — — — — - = 7 Ss "I — - 22 ho T * — 2 = hy * WS —_— . — = — — — i 
= - EE — — ..... ̃ —-— ESTES OS es : — — - : — ä ————— 8 * 5 
EP — - — = 2. — — — EN 2 1 = en ny EKA - =: > ö — ———— ec — wee nt rn ern ä — ” 
— — — ——y 3 n = —_— — b — - — ——— — — = — === . —— —— — 8 r — — - * 2222 = L IS — Sn — — - 
— | : =. Sgt — : —— — — - IT En == — — — —— _——— — — EEO —-— — * - ä — En unto 8 8 — 
2 * 8 - i: - ——— — = = Ie — 5 T DE ED — wo — SIS AY 3 8 0 > 7 7 - — " 
n Ava JT — — — — — — — —̃ ng y . —— 1 I r — < = — ß —— EL 8 „ß ADENEES rt xm © "ent nn ———— == 
— — 2 2 r SHLD: £24 4. n 1 © _ — a —— —ꝝ2 — — — — — — ö — 323 2 Ss — — = O_ - _— . ̃ T Er =, — 4 . 8 
- . ws 3 p 6 EB 1 x 5 8 * — — wes 7 —— S E n= : 5 „„. 8 — — 5 — — — 23288 ᷣͤôͤU1ʃ½ʃi.”n-ʒ ⁵¾ — 
=> I "ey or 3 ery = ot Fir Y f 2 NS. — 2 7 2 ——— — a — — — 8 8 2 — — 2 CEE EE Een ng on — — : — 2 8 RI — 
= — = = 2 — — — "= —_ * 8 — _ Es 5 — — FEES SSM ee — * — 
TE — 4 2 5 - with” a Sag mam 8 er * - - 2 EA "oe 8 * — 2 — — — 4 BHS — ow 3 
— r a * — 1 —— — —— * — + — 5 pa. —_— —_ BE — 
py 2 — — x : 3 EE - — — . non 


— — — nn ng IIS nt non 
— —: en in ae = x MS 
" <A 3.4 8 — * — P — — 
P — re en 


124 Lives and Characters of the : 
[ KY the Time extended beyond Aj:ftorle's Bounds; the 
Wl | 


Wl - whole being tranſacted in the ſame Camp, and re- 
wo quiring no more Hours than are barely neceſſary 
„ for the Repreſentation. He has, perhaps, too in- J 
100 dultrioufly avoided that Crowd of Incidents, which 
1 the Englyh Stage ſeems to demand. His Lordſhip I 
Wi has likewiſe broke thro” that long eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom 
0 of Stabbing and Murdering upon the Stage, not one 
1M Actor being repreſented as dying in the ſight of the 1 
7 Audience, which gave occaſion to ſome fort of Cri- 4 
Wl ticks, to except againſt it as no Tragedy; as if te 
Will fatal and unavoidable neceſſity of an Eternal Sepa- ; 
5 ration between two faithful Lovers was not 2a Ca- 
wi taſtrophe ſufficiently moving ; or that cruel unna- 
„ | tural, and bloody Spectacles were the Eſſentials of 
"Mi Tragedy. His Lordſhip, in this Play, ſeems, by 
0 his Style, to have made it his chief Study to de- 
„ liver the Tragick Vein from all fuſtian and affected 
"Mi Expreſſions, and to preſerve the Dignity of the 
"00 | Buskin from ſinking tco low or riling too high. The 
4M Plot is built on the firſt Book of Humer. © 
„ III. The Britiſh Enchanters, or No Magick like Love; 
3 a Dramatick Opera, perform'd at the Queen's 
1 Theatre in the Hay-market. This Piece was written 
* before Heroick Love, but it was laſt publiſh'd. My 
5 Lord had taken an early Diſlike to the French and 
+ kalian Operas, conſiſting meerly of Dancing, Sing- 
Wo ing, and Decorations, without the leaſt Entertain- 
TT, ment for any other Senſe but the Eye or the Ear. 
Wt. His Lordſhip, therefore in his Attempt, ſeems to have 
Wo applied himſelf to reconcile the Variety and Mag- 
Wl nificence cflential to Operas, to a more reaſonable 
Model, by introducing ſomething more ſubſtantial; 
1 in which Deſign he is juſtified by Monſieur De 
1 St. Eviemond, who in his Diſcourſe of Operas pro- 
1 poſes the very ſame Method, upon which this Dra- 


matick Performance is contriv'd. The Succeſs in 
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the Repreſentation every way anſwer d; but all fu- 
ture Entertainments of this kind were at once pre- 
vented, by the Diviſion of the Theatre, and a Pro- 
hibition to that Houſe where Dramatick Pieces 
were allow'd to receive Muſical Performers; which 
was intended for the better Encouragement of the 


Tallaum Operas, at that time the prevailing Paſſion 


of the Town. 

His Lordſhip alſo reviv'd, with great Alterations, 
a Comedy of Shakeſpea;”s, call'd The Merchant of Venice, 
under the Title of The Jeu of Venice; which was 
acted with good Applauſe. I have been inform'd 
that his Lordſhip had ſome other Dramatick Pieces 
and Poems in Manuſcript ; but upon ſeizing his 
Perſon and Papers three Years ſince, on a ground- 
leſs Suſpicion (as has ſince prov'd) of his being diſ- 
affected to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, all ſuch Papers 
and Writings, of any kind whatſoever { which 
eſcapd the Diligence of the Officers) were burnt 
without examining, by the over officions Care of 
his Servants, to the very great Concern of all Lo- 
vers. of Wit and Gallantry. 

I have been likewiſe credibly inform'd, that all 
that has yet appear'd of his Lordſhip's, was written 
between the Age of Thirtcen and Twenty five 
( wherein my Lord ſeems to have follow'd the Ex- 
ample of Mr. Congreve, eſpecially in his early quit- 
ting the Stage) And publiſh'd, for the molt part, 
trom Copies without his privitv, and never re- 
vis d or corrected by himſelf; fo that his Lordſhip 
can be juſtly accus d of but very few Errors. And 
Mr. D:yden, the greateſt Judge of Writings, as well 
as the beſt Writer of the Age wherein he livd, 
in an excellent Copy of Verſes upon the Tragedy ot 
Heroic Love, has the following impartial Lines. 
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Auſpicicus Poet, vert thou not my Friend, 

How cou'd I envy, what I muſt commend ! “ 

But ſince tis Nature's Law, in Love and Wit, 
That Youth ſhou'd Reign, and with'ring Age ſubmit, 
With leſs Regret, thoſe Laurels I reſign, 

Which, dying on my Brows, revive on Thine. 


His Lordſhip's Works are printed in Two Volumes 
Ofavo: And tho' it be a bold Attempt to ſay any 
thing after Mr. Dryden; I preſume to add this 
Couplet. 

Great Granville's Works unnumber'd Praiſes claim, 

And range him foremoſt in the Rolls of Fame. 


drk 061g. 620 EIN 65) 


Mr. ALEXANDER GREEN. 


N Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles II. and who writ one Comedy; 
ald, : 
The Politician Cheated, printed in the Year 1663, 
but never acted. 


E DOonDgCGo_z>ococw_y 


Mr. ROBERT GREEN. 


THIS Poet liv'd in the Reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth; he was Educated at the Univerſity of 


Cambridge, where he was Maſter of Arts. Mr. 


Winſtanley tells us, that this Gentleman being very 


much inclin'd to the Pleaſures of Venus, was oblig d 


to make his Pen a Slave to his Purſe, for the ſupport 
of his Extravagancies. He writ ſeveral Pieces of 
Poetry; 


8 


IS 
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poetry, moſt of them printed in Black Letter, 
among which is the following Play. | 

Tie Hiſtory of Fryar B a c o x, and Fryar Bux OY; 
a Comedy, ated by the Prince of Palatine's Ser- 
vants. For the Plot ſee Wood's Antiquities of Oxon, 
Plit's Hiſtory of Oxfordſhire. = 

He aſſiſted Doctor Lodge in ſome of his Plays. 
His other Poetical Works are, Doraſtus aud Fuunia, 
his Arcadia, Upſtart Courtier, &C. 


bee 


FUL R NU 
Lord Brook. 


'F: HIS Honourable Author was Son of Sir Fulk 

Grevile the Elder, of Beauchamp Court in War- 
wick/hire (being a Branch of the ancient Family of 
the Grevile's, ſeated at Cambden in Glouceſterſhire, in 
the Time of King Edward III.) He was bred at 


Cambridge; from whence coming to Court he was 


very much in favour with Queen Elizabeth and 
King James I. by which laſt he was made a Baron, 
He arriv'd to an Eminency in Learning, and was no 
leſs fam'd for his Valour. He was an Intimate of 
dir Philip Sidney's, and in his Youth he writ ſeveral 
Poems of difterent kinds, two whereof are Drama- 
tick Pieces, viz. 

I ALaHam; a Tragedy, 1633. This Play is 
built on the Model of the Ancients ; the Prologue 
is ſpoken by a Ghoſt, who gives an Account of 
every Character. The Author has been very care- 
ti 1 obſerving the Rules of Ariſtotle and Horace, 


* — Nag 
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＋◻ ec quarta loqui perſona laboret. 
De Arte Poetica. 


for he has, in no Scene throughout, introduc'd 


above two Speakers, except in the Chorus between 
each Act. The Scene of the Drama of this Play 
lies at the Entrance of the Perfian Gulph, fee Hu- 
bert's Travels. | 

II. MusrTaPHa; a Tragedy, 1633. This Play 
ſeems alſo an Imitation of the Ancients. The 
Foundation of it is the ſame with that of my Lord 
Orrery's Tragedy of this Name. For the Plot, con- 
ſult Paulus Jovius, Thuatus, and other Turkih 
Chronicles. This Play firſt appear'd in Print in the 
Year, 1609. but was then very imperfect. 

This Nobleman wrote 4 Treatiſe of Humane 
Learning; An Inquifition upon Fame and Honour; The Life 
of Sir Philip Sidney, betore his Arcadia; and his Re- 
mains or Poems of Monarchy and Religion, &c. printed 
in the Year 1670. 


He lies buried in Marwick Church, under a black 
and white Marble Monument, whereon he is 


ſtiled, 


Servant to Queen Elizabeth, 
Councellor to King James, and 
Friend to Sir Philip Sidney. 


WILL1an 


A M 
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William HABINGTON, Eſq; 


Poet that in the midſt of the Civil Wars de- 
voted himſelf to the Muſes, He writ one 

Play; call'd, 15 | 
Ile Queen of Arragon ; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at 
Court, and in the Black-jryars, 1640. He wrote 
likewiſe a Volume of Poems, call'd Caſtara. Waich 
is divided into Three Parts. The Firſt is call'd The 


| Miſtreſs, the Second Zhe Mie, and the Third The 


Friend. 


Mr. Jos EPH HARRIS. 


Comedian of no great Note; but by the 
Aſſiſtance of his Friends he aim'd at being an 

gs ; and Two Plays are publiſh'd under his 
ame. : 

I. The Miſtakes, or The Falſe Report; a Comedy, 
originally compos'd by another Perſon ; but being 
put into his Hands, he, by altering, ſpoil'd it. 

IL The City Bride, or The Merry Cuckold; a Come- 
dy, acted at the Theatre in Little Lincolus-Tan-Fields, 
1696. Dedicated to Sir John Walter, Bart. This 
Play is borrow'd from Webſter's Cure for a Cuckold, 
ſeveral whole Scenes being the ſame, but ſpoil'd by 
the Tranſpoſer; ſo that it miſcarried in the Repre- 
ſentation. R Mi. 
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Mr. PETER HAUS TE D. 


HIS Author was born at Oundlè in North. 
amptonſbire, in the Reign of King Charles I. 
He was Educated at Queen -College, Cambridge; and 
took the Degree of Maſter of Arts. He writ one 
Play ; call'd, | | 
The Rival Friends; a Comedy, acted before the 
King and Queen at Cambridge, 1632. The Prologue 
of this Play is a Dialogue between Venus, Thetis, and 
Phœbiis, appearing at a Window above, as riſen, 


calling to S who lay in Thetis's Lap, at the Eaſt 


Side of the Stage, canopy'd with an azure Curtain, 
The Scene betwixt Loveall and Hamerſhin, Act 3, is 
taken from True-Mit, Daw, and La Fool, in Ben. 
Johnſon's Silent Woman. 


SUN AA ANN ANANAIATO SANS NNN NAN NS 
ICICI II eee eee 


Mr. Jos EFH HAVNEs. 


HERE is one Play mention'd, in former Ca- 
talogues, to have the Name of this humo- 


rous Comedian to it; but it is ſo very ill written, 


that he is generally acquitted from being the Author. 
It is call'd, | 
A Fatal Miſtake, or The Plot ſpoil d, 1696. This 
Play was printed, but never acted. 
His Prologues and Epilogues, many of which are 
not printed, are remarkable for a ſprightly Turn ot 
Wit, and much Humour, 


MW. 
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Vi. RICHARD HEAD. 


N Author born of Exgliſb Parents in the King- 
dom of Zelaud. His Father was a Clergy- 
man in Leland, aud was murder'd in the Maſlacre 
there 1641. He was ſome time at the Univer- 
jiry of Oxfo;d ; but removing from thence to London, 
he commenc'd Bookſeller; and was afterwards Partner 
with Mr. Kirkman in St. Paul's Church-yard. Mr. 
Langbain informs us, that he was a Man of excellent 
Natural Parts, but extreamly given to Pleaſure. He 
writ one Play; call'd, | 

Hic & Llique, or The Humours of Dublin; a Co- 
medy acted with Applauſe, 1663. Dedicated to 
Charles Duke of Monmouth. He wrote ſeveral other 
ſmall Pieces; as the Firſt Part of The Engliſh Rogue, 
Leis Cabinet unlock'd, &C. 12: 


ECO ERAGMINED 


Mr. WILLIAM HEMMINGS. 


TH IS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of King 
Chaiks I. He was Educated at Oxford, where 
he took the Degree of Maſter of Arts. He writ 
Three Tragedies, in his Time eſteem'd. And Mr. 
Langbain tells us, that they appear'd on the Stage 
atrer the Reſtoration of King Charles II. and the 
Muſes, with Approbation. They are, 
I. The Fatal Contract; a Tragedy, acted by her 
Majeſty's Servants, 1653. Dedicated to James 
Earl of Northampton, and Iſabella his Counteſs. This 


Play was reviv'd twice after the Reſtoration. For 
RK 2 the 
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the Plot conſult Gregorie de Tours, lib. 4, 5, &c. Aini- 
on, Valois, De Serres, Mezeray, &c. in the Reigns of 
Chilperic I. and Clair II. of France. 

II. The Jeu Tragedy, with their Overthrow by Vel- 
paſian and Titus his Son, 1662. This Play was not 
printed till ſome Years after the Author's Death, 
The Story you may find in Foſephzzs, lib. 6, 7. 

III. The Eunuch; a Tragedy. 


Seele 


Mr. JOHN HE XxWO Ob. 


AN ancient Poet, that livd in the Reigns of 
King Eduard VI. and Queen Mary 1. He was 
a Hertfordſhire Gentleman, and an Intimate of Sir 
Thomas Moor, to whom he was a Neighbour, and 
by whoſe Intereſt he was introduc d to Queen Mar, 
After her Death he fled beyond Sea, on account of 
his Religion, he being a Papiſt, and died at Mechlen, 
1556. He was one of the beſt Dramatick Writers 
of his Time, and a famous Epigrammariſt. Tho' 
he was a Roman Catholick, yet he wrote with Sc- 
verity againſt the Regular Clergy of that Religion. 
His Dramatick Pieces, being molily Interludes, arc 
Six in Number, diz. 
I. A Play of Love. : 
II. 4 Play of Genteelieſs and Nobility, in Two Part. 
III. 4 Play berween Jon N the Husband, and T1s 
his Wife. = 
IV. A Play between the Pa;doner, the Fryar, the 
Curate and Neighbour PK Ar. 
V. The Four P——5; an Interlude. 
VE. A Play of the Weather; call d 4 New and we) 
Merry Interlude of all manner of Weathers, 1533. 
Theſe were ſome of the firſt Plays that appeard 
in our Exgli Language, This Author writ * or 
| lee 
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T hree Books of Epigrams, which, Mr. Langbain 
Aus, made Five Hundred in number; and allo a 
Book call'd Monumenta Literaria. 
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Mr. Jas?ER HEYWOOD. 


HIS Anthor was Son of Mr. John Heywood. 
He was firſt bred at Mer ton- College in Oxford, 
from whence he remov'd to Al-Souls-College in the 
lame Univerſity ; which he left for St. Omers in 
France, where he became a zealous bigotted Jeſuit ; 
and was the firſt of that Seminary ſent for England. 
Doctor Fuller informs us, that he was executed in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; ; but in Baker's Chro- 
::cles mention is made, that he was one of the Seven- 
ty Prieſts taken in the Year 1585, ſent beyond Sea, 
when ſome of them had receiv'd Sentence of Con- 
demnation. Whilſt he was at Oxford, he tranſlated 
Three of Senecas Tragedies. 

I HERCULES FURENS. This is an Imitation 


of a Play of the ſame Name writ by Euripides. 


H. 9 Farnaby {tiles this a Divine Trage- 
dy, and highly commends it; Heinſius allo praiſes it, 
and prefers it to the Troades of Euripides. In the be- 
ginning of the Second Act of this Play, the Tran- 
{laror has added a whole Scene, where he introduces 
the Spectre of Achilles riding from Hell, to require 
the Sacrifice of Polyxena. 

III. TAT ESE A 1 which our Author 
trantlated at A-Souls, Oxford, He has likewiſe 
added a Scene to this Play, at the End of the Fifth 
Ac, wherein Thyeſtes bewails his Miſery, and im- 
[orcs the Vengeance of Heaven on Atrens. 
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Mr. THOMAS HEY woopn. 


N Actor and a Poet that liv'd in the Reigns 
of Queen Elizabeth and King James I. By 
his own Account, he was the molt voluminous 
Dramatick Writer we ever had in England ; for 
in the Preface to one of his Comedies, he affirms, . 
that he either had an entire Hand, or a very great 
Share in the Compoſure of above Two Hundred 
Plays. *Tis ſaid, that he not only acted himſelf al. 
molt every Day, but alſo wrote each Day a Sheet, 
a good part whereof was diſpatch'd at the Taveri, 
And Mr. Langbain gives his Plays the Title of de— 
cond Rate Performances; tho* the Writers of the 


Age wherein he liv'd will not allow it. Mr. Lan- 
bain ſets up for a Vindica:or of this Author, at the 


ſame time he condemns the famous Mr. Dryden, 
which is no Compliment to his Judgment. Out of 


the Two Hundred and Twenty Dramatick Pieces 


this Author ſays he has been concern'd in, there are 
but Five and Twenty entire Plays remaining; which 
are as follow. 

I. Rozexr Earl of Huntingden's Downfall ; an Hi- 
torical Play, 1601, acted by the Earl of Nottingham 
Servants. | 

II. RoB ER TH Earl of, Huntingdon Death, or Ro- 
BIN Hood of Merry Sherwood ; with the Traged) f 
Chaſte M aTILDA, 1601. The Plots of theſe two 
Plays are taken from Stow, Speed and Baker's Chir 
nicles in the Reign of King Richard I. | 

III. The Golden Age, or The Lives of JuUPITER aid 
S,arurN; an Hiſtorical Play, acted at the Red Bul, 
by the Queen's Majeſty's Servants, 1611. 15 
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Play the Author ſtiles The Eldeſt Brether of Three 
Ages. For the Story ſee Galtruchins's Poetical Hiſt. 
Ro „%% Myſtagogns Poetics; Hollyoak, Littleton, and 
other Dictionaries. 


IV. The Silver Age, 1613, including the Love of 


Jupiter to Alcmena, the Birth of Hercules, and the 
Rape of Proſerpine concluded with the Arraignment 
of the Moon. See Plantur, Ovid's Metamorph. lib. 3. 
and other Poetical Hiſtories. 5 | 
V. The Brazen Age ; an Hiſtorical Play, 1613. 
This Play contains the Death of the Centaur N Dis, 


the Tragedy of Meleager, and of Jaſon and Medea, 


the Death of Hercules, Vulcan's Net, &c. For the 
Scories ſee Ovid's Metamorph. lib. 4, 7, 8, 9. 

VI. 4 Woman kill d with Kindneſs; a Comedy, acted 
by the Queen's Servants with Applauſe, 1617. 

VII. If you know not me, you know no Body ; or T he 
Troubles of Queen EL IZ ABETEH, in Two Parts, 1623. 
The Plot taken from Cambden, Speed, and other 
Engliſh Chronicles in the Reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth. 

VIII. The Royal King, and Loyal Subject; a Tra- 
gi-Comedy, 1627. This Play was acted with Ap- 
plauſe. Ir ſeems to be taken from Fletcher Loyal 
Sub ect. 

IN. The Fair Maid of the Meſt, or A Girl worth 
Cold; a Tragi-Comedy, 1631. This Play was ac- 
ted before the King and Queen. 

XN. The Fair Maid of the Wt, or A Girl worth 
Cold. Part II. Acted likewiſe before the King and 
(Qucen, 1631, Dedicated to Thomas Hammond of 
Gray,-Zan, Eſq; Both theſe Plays met with a gene- 
ral Approbation in thoſe Times. . 

XI. The Dutcheſs of Suffolk ; an Hiſtorical Play, 
1631. For the Plot ſee Fox's Martyrology, and 
Lt W LI) TVYOLC 5 . 21, & c. 5 
Ciiks Murtyrology, p : : X 
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XII. The Iron Age; an Hiſtorical Play, 1632, 
This Play contains the Rape of Helen, the Siege of 
Troy, the Combat between Hector and Ajax, Hefty 
and Troilus ſlain by Achilles, Achilles ſlain by Pari, 
the Contention of Ajax and Ulyſſes for the Armour of 
Achilles, the Death of Ajax, &c. 

XIII. The Iron Age. Part II. 1632. Dedicated 
to Thomas Manwaring, Eſq; In this Play is included 
the Death of Pentheſilea, Paris, Priam, and Hecuba, 
the burning of Troy, the Deaths of Agamemnon, Me- 
uelats, Clytenmeſtra, Helena, Oreſtes, AEgiſthus, Pylades, 
King Diomed, Pyrrhius, Cethus, non, Therfites. Theſe 
Plays were acted with Applauſe. For the Plot con- 
ſult Virgil, Homer, Lucian, Ovid, &c. | 

XIV. The Eugliſb Traveller; a Tragi-Comedy, 
acted at the Cock-pit in Drury -lane, 1633. Dedica- 
ted to Sir Henry Appleton. Both the Plot and Lan- 


. guage of Lyonel and Reginald are taken from Platittus's 


T_— | 
XV. A Maidenhead well loſt; a Comedy, acted in 
Drury-lane, 1634. | | 

XVI. The Four London Apprentices, with the Conqueſt 
of Jeruſalem ; an Hiſtorical Play, acted by the Queens 
Servants, 1635. It 1s Chak on the Hiſtory of 
Godfrey of Bulloign- See Taſſo, Fuller's Hiſtory of 


tie Holy War, &c. 


XVII. A Challenge for Beauty ; a Tragi-Comedy, 
acted by the King's Servants in the Black-fryars, 
1636. | 
XVII. The Fair Maid of the Exchange, with the 
merry Humours of the Cripple of Fenchurch ; a Come- 
dy, 1637. N 

XIX. The Wiſe Human of Hogſden; a Comedy, 
aged with Applauſe, 1638. | 

XX. The Rape of LUuCRECE; a Roman Tragedy, 
acted at the Red-Bull, 1638. Plot trom Tit. Livius, 


XXI. Loves 


, c. 58. 
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XXI. Love's Miſtreſs, or The Queen's Mask; pre- 
ſented before their Majeſties ſeveral times, 1640. 
For the Plot ſee Apuleizys's Golden Af. 

XXII. Fortune by Land and Sa ; a Comedy, acted 
by the Queen's Servants, 1655. Mr. Rowley aſſiſted 
in the compoſing of this Play. 

XXIII. The Lancaſhire Witches; a Comedy, acted 
at the Globe by the King's Servants. Mr. Brome 
join'd with Mr. Heywood in writing this Comedy. 
This Story is related by the Author in his Hierarchy 
of Angeli. | 

XXIV. Eowaxrp IV. an Hiſtorical Play, in 
Two Parts. For the Story ſee Holling /head, Speed, 
Du Cheſue, and other Chronicles. 

This Author publiſh'd ſeveral other Pieces in 


Verſe and Proſe, as his Hierarchy of Angels above- 


mention'd, The Life and Troubles of Queen Elizabeth, 
The General Hiſtory of Women, An Apology for Actors, 
&c. 

In his Preface to The Fair Maid of the Weſt, he 
pleads Modeſty for not expoſing his Plays to the 
publick view of the World, in a large Volume un- 
der the Title of Works, as others had done; which 
ſcem'd to be a tacit Arraignment of ſome of his 
Contemporaries for Oſtentation, particularly Ben. 
Johnſon, who, Mr. Langbain ſays, was the only Poet in 
thole Days that gave his Plays the pompous Title 
of Works; And when an Intimate of Ben. Johnſon's 
was ask'd why Bens Plays ſhould be call'd Works; 
he made this Anſwer, 


The Author's Friend, thus for the Author ſays, | 
Ben's Plays are Works, when others Works are Plays. 


The 
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The uſual Motto which this Author prefix d to 
moſt of his Works, and which ſhew'd the chief 
Peſign of his Writing, was this from Horace; 


Aut prodeſſe volunt, aut delectare Poeta,——- 


Ne Dee see ere eee ee eee eee 


— — — 


HE N RJ H IG D E N, Eſq; 


T HIS Author was a Member of the Society of 

the Middle Temple, and a Perſon well known to 
all the converſable part of the Town, he being a 
Gentleman of Wit, and a very pleaſant and face- 
tious Companion. He writ one Play. 


£ 


1 The Wary Widow, or Sir Noisr PARRAT; 2 
1 Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1693. De- 
1 dicated to the Right Honourable Charles Earl of 
Wi Dorſet and Middleſex. * This Play was uſher'd into 
Wn the World with ſeveral Copies of Verſes, and had 
| it a Prologue writ by Sir Charles Sidley ; but yet it did 
1 not meet with the Succeſs expected; the Author 
10 having contriv'd to make ſo much drinking of Punch 
Wl | in the Play, that the Actors got drunk, and were 
(lg unable to go through with 1t, the Audience was 
Mt diſmiſs'd at the Cloſe of the Third Act. This is the 
reaſon of his Complaint in the Preface of the unge- 
nerous Uſage the Bear-Garden Criticks gave it with 
M1 Cat-Calls. | | 
wo e . 58 7 De 88 (Foe 4.858 
1 | Mr. BEI HiG6Gons. 

* | A Gentleman who follow'd the Fortunes of 
WT | the late King James II. He is ſtill living in 
es France, 


X. * 


82 


ut, 
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_ France, and as I am told by a Friend of his, main- 
tains his Wit and good Humour undepreſs d by his 
Misfortunes. He has writ one Play; call'd, 

T he Generous Conqueror; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal. | 


Seed ib d A dk b b 


Mr. AARON HIL I. 


TP EIS Gentleman, if I miſtake not, attended 
the Lord Paget Embaſſador to Conſtantinople, as 
his Secretary, where he wrote a Hiſtory of the 
Ottoman Empire. He is Author of the following 
Plays, viz. | 
I. ELFRED, or The Fair Inconſtant; a Tragedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal. To which is added 
a Farce, call'd The Walking Statue, or The Devil in 
EF the Mine Cellar. 
II. The Fatal Vifim, or The Fall of Siam; a Tra- 
1 gedy, ated at the Theatre in Lincolns-Im-Pields, 
1716, Dedicated to Mr. Dennis and Mr. Gildon. 


| STEELE REES 


My. BARTON HOLYDAY. 


AN Author born at Oxford, the latter end of 


Queen Elizabeth's Reign; and who flouriſh'd in 
the Reigns of King Charles I. and II. He was ear- 
ly enter'd a Student of Chriſt-Church- College; and ha- 

ving taken his Degrees of Batchelor and Maſter of 
Arts, he was made Archdeacon of Oxford/hire. He 
had the Character of a general Scholar, and a good 
Poet. He died in the Year 1661, ſoon after the Reſ- 

| toration, 


— . — ” — — — — K 
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tora tion, at Eify near Oxford, and was buried in Chyif. 
Church. He wrote only one Dramatick Piece; call d, 

TEXNOTrAMIA, or The Marriages of the Aris; x 
Comedy, acted by the Students of Chriſt-Church, 
1630. This Play met with a general Approbation. 
This Author, beſides this Play, preſented the World 
with a Tranſlation of Juvenal and Perfins, illuſ- 
trated with Notes and Sculptures, A Verſion of the 
Odes of Horace, two Tracts in Latin, &c. 


N 


Ar. CHARLES HOPKINS. 


T- HIS Poet was Son of that Reverend and Emi- 
nent Divine, Ezekiel Hopkins Biſhop of London- 
derry, in the Kingdom of Ireland. He was born in 


Devonſhire, but carried to Ireland very Young. He 


had his Education at Dublin College; and coming 
from thence over to England, he was a Student at 
Cambridge. When the Wars broke out in Heland he 
return'd to that Kingdom, and exerted his early 
Valour in the Cauſe of his Country, Religion and 
Liberty: After the Wars were over, he came again 


for England, and fell into acquaintance of Gentle- 


men of the beſt Wit, whoſe Age and Genius were 
moſt agrecable to his own. The Sweetneſs of his 
Numbers, and Eaſineſs of his Thoughts, in his Po- 
etical Writings (particularly his Tranſlations out of 
Ovid) as a certain Author has obſerv'd, ſhew that 
he was born a Poet. He writ the Three following 

Plays. | 
I. Prxxnvs King of Epirus; a Tragedy, acted 
at the Theatre in Little Lincolns-Im-Fields, by his 
Majeſty's Servants, 1695. Dedicated to his High- 
neſs the Duke of G/oure/er. This Play had 2 Ie 
duc 


1 
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Succeſs deſird, but the Author was very Young 
when he writ it. See the Story in Livy, Plutarch's 
Life of Pyrrhus, Lucius Florus, &C. i 

II. Bo A DIC EA, Queen of Britain; a Tragedy 


ee” at the Theatre in Lincolus-1un-Fields, 1697. 


Dedicated in Verſe to Mr. Congreve. This Play is 
writ in Heroick Verſe; and was acted with very 
great Applauſe. The Author has ſenſibly touch'd 
the Paſſions; and Camilla's diſcovering her Rape, 
making the Firſt Scene of the Fourth Act, is maſter- 
ly perform d. The Story is the ſame with Bonduca, 
ſhe being ſometimes call'd Boadicea, and ſometimes 
Bonduca ; as you may read in Tacitus's Annals, 
Second Book of Milton's Hiſtory of England, Tyrrel's 
Hiſtory of England, &c. | . 

III. Friendſhip improv'd, or The Female Warrior; a 
Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal. This Play 
is Dedicated to Edward Cooke of Norfelk, Eſq; and, 
as I remember, has a very humorous Prologue, the 
Subject of which is upon the Author's commencing 
Merchant, and accumulating Wealth, if a Poet can. 
It concludes with theſe two Lines, | 


| My brighteſt Goods are laid afide as Lumber, 
No Money left, but Lines exceeding Number. 


N 428 Mee: 
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EDWARD HOWARD, Eſq; 


T HIS Author was of the Noble Family of the 
Earl of Berkſhire. He writ four Plays; but in 
all of them fell ſhort of the Succeſs he expected. 


They are, 


I. The Uſurper ; a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre 
Royal, 1668. The Character of Damocles, in this 
| Play, 


1 
WENT 


and been repreſented with the like Succeſs. 
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Play, tis ſuppos'd, the Author deſign'd for Olhe- 
Cromuwel. | 

II. Six Days Adventure, or The New Utopia ; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Duke of York's Theatre, 1691. 
This Play miſcarried in the Repreſentation. | 

III. I Woman's Conqueſt ; a Tragi-Comedy, acted 
by the Duke of York's Servants in Dorſer-Gardey, 
1677. This is the beſt of Mr Howard's Dramatick 
Pieces. | 

IV. The Man of New-market ; a Comedy, acted 
at the Theatre Royal, 1678. This Author has 
likewiſe writ two Books of Poems in Octavo; one 
call'd The Britiſh Princes; and the other, Poems and 
Eſſays, with a Paraphraſe on Ciceros Lalius, or Traf 
F Friendſhip. 


Sasse 


dir ROBERT HOWARD. 


IR Robert Howard was Brother to the Earl of 
Berkjhire. He was not only an admirable Poet, 
but a generous Patron, and a great Encourager of 
Learning. His Skill in Dramatick Poetry is very 
conſpicuous in The Committee, and The Indian Queen, 
which were very much admir'd by the beſt Judges. 
He writ Six Plays, the worſt of which had better 
Succeſs than the beſt Performance of Mr. Edward 
Howard. His Plays are as follow. | 
I. The Committee; a Comedy, 1665, acted often- 
times with Applauſe. TT 

II. The Indian Queen; a Tragedy, aced at the 
Theatre Royal, 1665. This Play is writ in He- 
roick Verſe, and was acted with very great Ap- 
plauſe. It has ſince been converted to an Opera, 


III. The 
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III. The Surprizal; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1665. - 

IV. The Great Favourite, or The Duke of Lerma ; 
2 Tragi-Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 
1668. For the Plot ſee Mariana, Turquet De 
Mayern, and other Hiſtorians of thoſe Times. 

V. The Blind Lady; a Comedy, 1696. This 
Play is bound up with divers other Poems of the 
Author's. | 

VI. The Veſtal Virgin, or The Roman Ladies; a 
Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal. There are 
two Fifth Acts in this Play, one ending tragically, 
and the other ſucceſsfully, One of Sir Robert's Plays 
being reflected on by his ContemporaryPoets, he has, 
in his Prologue to this Play, theſe two Lines. 


I does a wretched Dearth of Mit betray, 
l den Things of Kind on one another prey. 


The Committee has lately been forbid to be acted, 
the Audience turning ſome Scenes of it, by Party 
Interpretations, to Times they never were intended 
to repreſent. 


dannnnannanngen bebo Potato ho Lobo, 

JAMES HOWARD, Eſq; 

A Gentleman of the Noble Family of the Howards, 
WI 


10 writ two Comedies. 

I. All Miſtaken, or The Mad Couple, ated at the 
Theatre Royal, 1672. This was eſteem d an ex- 
cellent Comedy. 

II. The Englih Monfieur ; a Comedy, acted at the 
py, Royal, 1674. This Play met with good 
acceſs, 
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JAMES HOWEL L, Eſq; 


TH IS Gentleman was born in Caermarthenſbire, 

in South Wales, in the Year 1594. At Sixteen 
Years of Age he remov'd from Hereford School, to 
Jeſu College, Oxford. In the Year 1618, he was 
ſent beyond Sea by Sir Robert Manſe!; he travel'g 
the Low Countries, France and Haly. He was em- 
ploy'd by King James in a Negotiation at the Court 
of Madrid; and was Secretary to my Lord Krocp, 
Preſident of the Council in the North. He writ and 
tranſlated near Fifty Books, tho' but one of them is 
in a Dramatick Way, which is, 

The Nuptials of PEBLBUS and THErTIS; 2 
Maſque and Comedy, acted at Paris, 1654, by the 
French King, the Duke of York, Duke of Anjc, 
Henrietta Maria the Princeſs Royal, the rer, of 
Conti, &c. It is partly a Tranſlation from an Haliar 
Comedy; and is Dedicated to the Marchionels of 


Dorcheſter. The Plot is taken from Ovid's Meta- 


morph. lib. 11, &C. 

Among his other Works, his Dodona's Grow, 
or The Vocal Foreſt, was very much applauded. He 
died in the Year 1666, and lies buried on the North 
ſide of the Temple Church; with this Inſcription 
over him : 


Jacobus Howell, Cambro-Britannus, Regius Hiſ- 
toriographas in Anglia Primus; qui, poſt varias peregri- 
nationes, tandem nature Curſum peregit, Satur Annorum 
& Fame Domi, foriſque huc uſque erraticus, hic fixus, 
1666. | 


8 * M,. 


— 
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Mr. Joun HUGAHEsS. 


written an Opera; call'd, 


| CaLlyPso and TELEMACHUs ; petform'd at 
5 . 
| the Queens Theatre in the Hay-marker. 


He has a Tragedy ready for the Stage, call d 
The Siege of Damaſcus. 


eee 


E 
Mr. THOMAS JEVON. 


N excellent Comedian in the Reigns of King 
1 and King James II. He writ a Farce; 
call'd, | | | 
T he Devil of a Wife, or A Comical Transformation; 
acted at the Queen's Theatre in Dorſet Garden, 


1686. It is taken from the Story of Mopſa in Sir 
Philip Sidney's Arcadia. 


eMr. THOMAS INGELAND. 


T HIS Author was a Student at the Univerſity 
of Cambridge, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

He writ one Play; call'd, | A 
e 


FT HIS Gentleman is Secretary to the Com- 
_ miſſion for Juſtices -of the Peace. He has 
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T he Diſobedient Child, a merry Interlude; printed 


in an old black Letter without any Date. 


CONDI II REI EIT IM IIA 


B E N JOHNSON. 


1 HIS celebrated Poet was born in the City of 
k U ſtminſter, at which School he received his 
firit Rudiments of Learning under Mr. Cambde. 
He remov'd from thence to St. John's College in 
Cambridge, and afterwards to Chriſt-Church-Cellege, 
Oxford ; but his Circumſtances not affording an 
expenſive Education, he was oblig'd to quit the 
Univerſity, and follow the Trade of a Bricklayer 
with his Father-in-Law ; tho' ſome Authors fay, 
that he firſt took the Degree of Maſter of Arts, 
He aſſiſted in the Building of Liacolas-1m, where ha- 
ving a Trowel in his Hand, and a Horace in his 
Pocket, he found an honourable Mecænds, that freed 
him from his ſervile Employment. Some Perſons 
have endeavourd to leſſen this great Man on ac- 
count of his Deſcent ; but, as Mr. Langbain obſerves, 
it is no Diminution to him, that he was Son-in-Law 
to a Bricklayer, and work'd at that Trade, ſince 
the greateſt Poets in all Ages have been generally 
of the meaneſt Birth and Fortune; witneſs, Homer 
who was a Beggar, Euripides an Herb-gatherer, 
Plautus a Baker's Servant, Terence a Slave, and Vigil 
was the Son of a Basket-maker. He was of an 
open free Temper, a jovial and plcaſant Compa- 
nion, blunt and haughty to his Antagoniſts, and 
impatient of Cenſure. His natural Genius was 
much improv'd by Study and Learning, no one 


making greater Advantages of his Reading than 


he, which is plain in all his Works. His De- 
ſigns were great, noble, and various; and as 
there 
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there are few Men of Eminence but imitate the 
Antients, ſo Plautus chiefly ſeem'd to be his Model. 
He was Poet Laureat to King Fames and King 
Charles I. His Dramatick Pieces are Fifty two 
jn Number, but his Plays make not above Nine- 
teen, vix. 

I. Every Man in his Humour; a Comedy, a&ed by 
the Lord Chamberlain's Servants, 1598. Dedica- 
ted to Mr. Cambden. This Play has been reviv d 
and acted fince the Reſtoration with Applauſe, ha- 
ring a new Epilogue - ſpoken by Ben Johnſon's 
Ghoſt, written by the Lord Dorſet. : 

II. Every Man out of his Humour; a Comedy, 
ated by the Lord Chamberlain's Servants, 1599. 
This Play was revivd and acted at the Theatre 
Roy al, 1 675 i | 

III. CyYnTH14a's Revels, or The Fountain of Self 
le; a Comedy, acted by the Children of Queen 
Elizabeth's Chapel, 1600. In the Epilogue to this 
Play are theſe Lines. 


T his from our Author I was bid to ſay, 
By Jove tis good, and if you'll like't you may. 


IV. The Poetaſter, or His Arraignment ; a Come- 
dy, acted in the Year 1601. This is a Satire upon 
the Poets of the Age, particularly Mr. Decker, who 
is laſh'd under the Title of Criſpinus: And Mr. 
Dealer, in his Satyromaſtix, has this in his Defence, 
Horace (ſays he) trail'd his Poetaſters to the Bar, and 
be Pcetaſters untruſsd Horace. This Play is adorn d 
with feveral Tranſlations from the Ancients. See 
Ovid's Eleg. Lib. 1. Eleg. 15. Horat. Sat. Lib. 1. Stat. 
2. Virgilii An. Lib. 4, &C. + 
V. SzJanus's Fall; a Tragedy, acted by his 
Majeſty's Servants, 1603. Dedicated to the Lord 
Aubigny, This Play was uſher d into the World 
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with Nine Copies of Verſes, and was acted with 
general Approbation. For the Story, ſee Tacitus 
Suetonius, Seneca, &C. | 

VI. An Entertainment for the Queen and Prince, 
at my Lord Spencer's at Althrop, 1603. This was 
perform'd upon the firſt coming of the Queen into 
England. 

VII. Volpone : or The Fox ; a Comedy, acted by 
the King's Servants, 1605. Dedicated to both the 
Univerſities. This Play was acted with great Ap- 
plauſe. It is writ in imitation of the Ancients, 
and the Argument is form'd into an Acroſtick, 
after the Manner of Plautus. | 

VIII. Queens Maſques, of Beauty and of Black- 
neſs; pertorm'd at Court on Twelfth Night, and at 
White-Hall 1605. 

IX. An Entertainment of the King of Englaid 
and King of Denmark at Theobalds, 1606. 

X. EPIC NF, or The Silent Homan ; a Come- 
dy, acted firſt by the Children of her Majeſty's 
Revels, 1609, Dedicated to Sir Francis Stuart. 


This is accounted one of the beſt Comedies we have 


extant, and is always acted with univerſal Applauſe. 
Part of this Play is borrow'd from Ovid de Arte 
Amandi, from Juvenal, &c. | 

XI. Maſque of Queens, celebrated from rhe Houſe 
of Fame, by the Queen of Great Britain and her 
Ladies, at Hhbite-Hal, 1609, This Maſque is a- 
dorn'd with learned Notes ; and the Author was 
aſſiſted in the Invention of the Scenes and Machine- 
ry by Mr. Inigo Jones, the famous Architect. 

XII. The Caſe is alter d; a Comedy, acted at the 
Black Fiyars, 1609. This Play is partly borrow 
from Plautrs's Comedies. 

XIII. The Akhymd?; a Comedy, acted by his 
Majeſty's Seryants, 1610. Dedicated to the Lady 
Mar) Wrath, This Play was acted wich great Ap- 

Plaule. 


plauſe. Mr. Dryden was of Opinion, that the Cha- 
racter of the Alchymiſt is taken from Albumaxar. 

XIV. CATALINE'S Conſpiracy; a Tragedy, act- 
ed by the King's Servants, 1611. Dedicated to 
Valium Earl of Pembroke. The Plot from Saluſt. 
Hiſt. Plutarch's Lite of Cicero, &c. 

XV. Bartholomew-Fair ; a Comedy, acted by the 
Lady Elizabeth's Servants, 1614. Dedicated to 
King James I, This Play was acted with great 
Applauſe, It has a great deal of Humour in it; but 
ſome of it is low, which Ben. intended as a Banter 
upon the Town, tor not encouraging his Cazaline, 
(2 learned Piece) which tho? well receiv'd, had not 


* 


the Succeſs he expected. 


XVI. An Entertainment in private of the King 
and Queen, on May-Day, at Sir William Cornwallis's 
Houſe at Highgate, 1614. 

XVII. The Golden Age reſtord ; a Court Maſque, 
1615. h | | 
XVIII. The Devil's an Aſs; a Comedy, acted by 
his Majeſty's Servants, 1616. Part of this Play is 
alen from Boccace's Novels. 

XIXN. A Chriſtmas Maſque ; preſented at Court, 
1616. . 

XX. Pleaſure reconcil'd to Virtue; a Maſque, pre- 
ented at Court before King Fames, 1619. 

XXI. News nom the new World, diſcover d in the 
Wow; a Maſque, likewiſe preſented at Court be- 
tore King James, 1620. 5 

XXII, The Metamorphos'd Gipfies; a Maſque, pre- 
ented before the King at Burleigh on the Hill, and 
Vndſor-Caſile, 1621. 

XXIII. Time vindicated to himſelf and his H.nours; 
: Maique, 1623. | 

XXNIV. Pan's Amiverſary, or The Shepherd's Ho- 

\day; a Maſque, preſented before the King and 


Court, 1625. 
L-3 XXV. 
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XXV. The Staple of News; a Comedy, acted b 
his Majeſty's Servants, 1625. The Author in this 
Play introduces four Perſons, who continue during 


the Repreſentation, and Criticiſe on the Perfor- 


mance. | : 

XXVI. A Maſque of Owls at Kenelworth ; per- 
form'd by the Ghoſt of Captain Cox, mounted 01 
his Hobby-Horſe, 1626. 

XX VII. The Fortunate Iſles ; a Court Maſque, 16285. 

XX VIII. The New Inn, or The Light Heart; 4 
Comedy, 1629. This Play the Author ſays was 
never acted, but moſt negligently play'd by the 
King's Servants, aud more ſqueamiſnly beheld and 
cenſur'd by the Audience. | | 

XXIX. Love's Triumph thro” Callipolis ; a Maſque, 
pertorm'd at Court by King Charles I. with his Lords 
and Gentlemen, 1630. 

XXX. CLoRI1DI a, or Rites to Cloris ; a Maſque, 
preſented by the Queen and her Ladies at Court, 
1630. | 
| XXI. The King's Entertainment at Lelbeck in 
Nottinghamſbire, the Seat of the then Earl of Neu- 
caſtle, on his Majeſty's going into Scotland, 1633. 

XXVXCII. Love's Welcome; an Entertainment for 
the King and Queen at the Earl of Næucaſtlès Houſ: 
at Bolſover, 1634. 

XXXCIII. The Magnetick Lady, or Humours recen 
cild; a Comedy, acted in the Black-Fryars. This 
was cſteem'd an excellent Play. 

XXXIV. MorrT1wmER's Fall; a Tragedy. This 
Play was left imperfect by the Author. | 

XXXV. The Widow; a Comedy; acted by his 
Majeſty's Servants in the Black-Fi yays with great 
Applauſe. Mr. Ftcher and Mr. M.ddleton aſſiſted in 
the Compoſition of this Play. 

XXX VL Entertainment at King James the Firſts 


Coronation. 
XXXVII 
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XXXVII. Entertainment of King James and 
Queen Anne at Theobalds. 

XXX VIII A Challenge at Tilt at a Marriage; a 
Maſque. 

XXXIX. Love freed from Ignorance and Folly; a 
Maſque. | | 

XL. Love reſtor d; a Maſque, preſented at Court 
by Gentlemen belonging to the King. 

XLI. NEePTUNE's Triumph for the Return of Al- 
hin; a Maſque. _ | 

XLII. A Tale f a Tub; a Comedy. 

XLIII. The Sad Shepherd, or A Tale of Rovin 
Hoop; a Dramatick-Paſtoral of Three Acts. 

XLIV. The Vifion of Delight ; a Maſque, preſent- 
ed at Court. 

XLV. MxemcuRy vindicated from the Alchymiſts 
at Conrt; a Maſque: | 

XLVI. The Iriſh Maſque at Court; preſented by 
Gentlemen, the King's Servants. 

XLVII. A Maſque of Augurs, preſented with 
ſeveral Anti-Maſques. 

XLVIIIL. HTMuENÆAI, or The Solemnities of a 
Maſque and Barriers at a Marriage; with learned 
Marginal Notes. 4 | 
 XLIX. A Maſque at the Lord Haddington's Mar- 
riage ; preſented at Court. 

L. A Maſque at the Lord Haye's Houſe ; preſen- 
ted by ſeveral Noblemen, for the Entertainment of 
Monſieur Le Baron de Tour, Embaſſador from the 


Hench King. 


LI. OBERONS the Fairy Prince; a Maſque of 
Prince Henry s. 

LII. Speeches at Prince HENRY Barriers, I know 
not when theſe Twenty Dramatick Pieces, laſt 
mention'd, were acted, but they were printed with 
the reſt in Two Volumes Folio, 1640 and 1692 ; 
and his whole Works are lately reprinted in Six 
Volumes Ocfavo. be 4 A 
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A noted Writer of the Age wherein this incom- 
parable Poet liv d, wrote this Epigram on his Play; 
in general. 


Each like an Tai Ship or Hull appears, 
That took a Voyage for ſome certain Tears, 

To plow the Sea, and furrow up the Main, 

Up 7 brought rich Iugots from his Ioaden Brain: 
5 His Art the Sun; his Labours were the Lines 
Wn pere folid Wit, the Treaſure fully ſhines. 


1 Io ſhew that Ben was famous at Epigram, 1 
be | need only tranſcribe the Epitaph he wrote on che 
. | Lady Elizabeth L. H. 


5 Underneath this Stone doth Iye 

"Wi | As much VIRTUE as could die; 
Wt | Which, when alive, did Harbour give 
Wi I To as much Bravry as could live. 


1 He died Anno 1637, in the Sixty Third Year of his 
# | Age, and was buried in Leſtminſter-Abbey, on the 
{al Weſt Side near the Belfry, with only this Memo- 
. : 
„ rial, 


O RARE BEN. Jonnsox. 


J | One of his Admirers wrote the following Inſcrip- 
Wo tion, deſign d for his Monument: 


wa Hic Johnſonus noſter Jyricorum, Dramaticorumg; 
Wh | Coryphœtis, qui Pallade auſpice laurum a Gracia ipſaq; 
1 Koma rapuit, & fauſto omine in Britanniam tranſtulit 
noſtram, nunc invidia major, fato, nec tamen amulis 


Rt ceſſit. Ann. Dom. 1637. 


Mr. CHARLES 


[x 
"1 
1 
[a 
p 
if 
+ 
1 


wy 
| 4 
19.0 | 
h | 
08 6 
„ 
\ 1 
* . 
ſt 
a 
: +] 
| 4 
1 1 
* 
, a 
* * 
1 


DEI — ES 
rr. EE GE 
— SD — ——— — FEES = onion EE — 
2 ——— = ERS, X—_F — 222 — 
— +. Ic — 2 — SIE" "XS 
E 23-55 - Wu — — =. 3 


— — 


5 
— 
— 


3 


—— —— ͤ—„— — 2 — 
— TE 5 
_— : e — 


m- 
lays 


the 


Engliſh DRaMatick Potts. 153 


Mr. CHARLES JOHNSON. 


N Author now living, who has publiſh'd the 
following Plays: 

I. Fortune in her Wits; a Comedy, 1705. This is 

but an indifferent Tranſlation of Mr. Cowley's Nau- 

fragium Foculare; and was never preſented on the 


Stage: 


is chiefly taken from Shirley's Gameſter. 

III. The Force of Friendſhip; a Tragedy, with a 
Farce, call'd Love in a Cheſt, acted at the Queen's 
Theatre in the Haymarket, 1710. Dedicated to the 
Dutcheſs of Shrewsbury. | 

IV. The generous Husband, or Coffee-Houſe Politician ; 
a Comedy. Dedicated to the Lord Aſbburnham. 

V. The Country Laſſes, or The Cuſtom of the Manor; 


a Comedy. Dedicared to the Earl of Clare. This 


is chiefly taken from Fletcher's Cuſtom of the Country. 

VI. The Succeſsful Pirate ; a Comedy, taken from 
an old Play call 'd Arviragis. 

VII. Love and Liberty; a Tragedy. 

VIII. The Victim; a Tragedy, 1715. Dedicated 
to the Dutcheſs of Marlborough. It is taken for the 
moſt Part from Racine s Iphigenia. 

IX. The Sultaneſs; a Tragedy, 1717. This is 
little more than a bare Tranflation of Racines 
Bajaxet. 85 

X. The Cobler of Preſton; a Farce of Two Acts, 
taken from Shakeſpear's Tinker of Burton Heath in the 
Taming of a Shrew. 

a Theſe 


II. The Wife's Relief, or The Husband's Cure; a 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal. This Play 


WW 


154 Lives and Characters of the 


Theſe Seven laſt were all acted at the Theatre 
Royal in Drury-lane. 
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WE | Mr. Joun JoNnEs. 
WI HIS Author livd in the Reign of King 
| j Charles I. and writ one Play call'd, | 
ADRASTA, or The Woman's Spleen and Li's 
Wl | Conqueſt ; a Tragi-Comedy, 1635. never acted, Part 
„ of this Play is taken from Boccace's Novels. 


Wt 
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1 Mr. THoMas JORDAN. 


PLAYER, who liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles I. He writ Three Dramatick Pieces. 


— =D 2 - 
nr RL GEE ne — 


| m4 I. The Walks of Iſlington aud Hog ſdon, with the Hu- 
„ mours of Mood: ſtreet Compter ; a Comedy, 1657. De- 
1 dicated to Richard Cheyney, Eſq; This Play was 
= acted Nineteen Days together with great Applauſe. 
Wl II. Money's an Aſs; a Comedy, acted with Ap- 
Wl | plauſe, 1668. | 
3 III. Fuancies Feftivals; a Maſque. In this Play 


{8.00 
JT ' . . . 

1 are the following Lines ſpoken by a Soldier: 

wo 

. Our God and Soldier we alike adore, 

Fl Juſt at the brink of Ruin, not before; 

Wo The Danger paſt, both are alike requited, 


We God ig forgotten, and the Soldier flighted. 
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1 2 5e b r SES SS SSSSSSS, 
79 Mr. WILLIAM JOYNER. 
HIS Gentleman was born in Oxfordſhire, in 
the Reign of King Charles II. and educated 
ng at Magdalen-College, whereof he was a Fellow, till 
he chang'd his Religion, when he voluntarily re- 
e's ſign d. In the Reign of King James II. he was re- 
art plac'd in the ſame College on new Modelling of the 
Univerſity by the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners ; but 
on an Apprehenſion of the Revolution, he and the reſt 
8 of the Fellows were ſoon after remov'd. When he 
withdrew from Oxford, he wrote a Tragedy call'd, 
The Roman Empreſs ; acted at the Theatre Royal, 
i671. Dedicated to Sir Charles Sidley. This Play 
ng was acted with Applauſe. The Author has imita- 
es. ted OEdipus and Hippolitus; and Mr. Langbain ſup- 
2 poſes chis to be the Story of Conſtantine and his 
e- Vite and Son, under the Names of Valentius, Criſ- 
as pus and Fuuſtina. For the Plot ſee Zoxomen s Hiſtory. 
25 e eee eee, ee, . „ eo, AY Oo 
EE 
ay 
K. 
Mr. HENRY KILLEGREW, 
PERSON of eminent Wit in the Reign 
of King Charles I. who, at the Age of Seven- 
tecu, writ the following Play. 
5 The Conſpiracy; a Tragedy, acted at the Blacks 


Ears with Applanſe, 1638. Ben Jobnſon and my 
Lord 
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Lord Faulkland commended this Play, which created 


the Author ſome Envy. The firſt Impreſſion was 


ſurreptitiouſly printed, without his Conſent, whilſt 


he was beyond Sea; fo that, on his Return, he 


oblig'd the World with a new Edition, under the 
Title of PaLLanTtus and EUDORa, 1653. 


CAASUSACNCACAF ASASACACNCACACASACACACACACAOI 
THOMAS KILLEGRE w, Eſq; 


HIS Gentleman was Page of Honour to 
King Charles I. and Groom of the Bed- 
Chamber to King Charles II. He was a Perſon cele- 
brated for Wit, and attended the King in his Exile, 
during which Time he made the Tour of Fraxc, 
Ita and Spain. In the Year 1651, he was ſent Re- 
ſident to the State of Venice. He writ Eleven Plays, 
Nine whereof were compos'd in his Travels; they 
are printed in One Volume Fl. 1664. (vz.) 
I. The Parſon's Wedding ; a Comedy, writ at Baſt 
in Switzerland, Dedicated to the Lady Barton. This 
Play was reviv'd at the Theatre in Little Lincolns-In- 


Dilds, and acted all by Women. It appear'd on the 


Stage with great Approbation. The chief Incidents 
in this Play are to be found in Two old Plays, viz. 
Antiquary, Ram-Alley, &C. | 

II. BEILILAMIRA her Dream, or Love of Shadows ; 
a Tragi-Comedy, Dedicated to the. Dutcheſs of 


Richmond and Lenox. 


III. BELLAMIRA ber Dream, Part II. written at 
Venice; Dedicated to the Lady Anne Villers Countels 
of Eſſex. | 

IV. CICII IA and CLoRIND A, or Love in Arms; 
a Tragi-Comedy, written at Turin; Dedicated to 
the Counteſs of Morton. 


v. 
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V. CICIL IA and CLORIND A, Part II. written 
at Florence the Year 1651. Dedicated to the Lady 
Dorothy Sidney, Counteſs of Sunderland. The Cha- 
racers of Amadeo, Ducius and Manlius, ſeem Copies 
of Aglatidas, Artabes and Megabiſes in Grand Cyrms, 
Part I. Lib. 3. | 
VI. CLaRaACILLaA; 2 Tragi- Comedy, written 

at Rome, and Dedicated to the Author's Siſter, the 
Lady Shannon. 

VII. The Priſoners; a Comedy, written in London. 
Dedicated to his Niece the Lady Compton. Mr. Cart- 
wright writ ſome commendatory Lines on this Play 
and Claracilla. 

VIII. The Princeſt, or Love at firſt Sight ; a Tragi- 


Comedy, written at Naples. Dedicated to the La- 


dy Lovelace. c | | | 

IX. The Pilgrim ; a Tragedy, writ at Paris. De- 
dicated to the Counteſs of Caernarvon. 

X. Thomaso, or The Wanderer; a Comedy. 
Part of this Play is borrow'd from Fletcher's Captain 
and Ben Johnſon's Box. 

XI. THomaso, or The Wanderer, Part II. Both 
theſe Plays were acted with Applauſe. 


DOIN I EO NE EE EINER 


Sir WILLIAM KILLEGREW. 


ICE-CHAMuBERIL AIN to Katharine Queen Dow- 
ager ; was Author of Five Plays, which were 
all acted with Applauſe, viz. 
I. PAN DORA, or TheConverts; a Tragi-Comedy. 
II. ORMAS DES]; a Tragi-Comedy. 
III. SELINDRA; a Tragi-Comedy. 
IV. The Siege of Urbin ; a Tragi-Comedy. 
V. The Imperial Tragedy. The chief Part of this 


Play is taken from a Latin one. For the Plot, ſee 
Marcel- 
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Marcellints, Caſſiodorus, Evagrins, &c. of Zeno the 
Twelfth Emperor from Conſtantine. All theſe Plays 
are printed in one Volume Fol. 1666, 


AF... FORN KIRK. 


| N Author who liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles I. and writ one Play call'd, 

The Seven Champions of Chriſtendom ; a&ed at the 
Cockpit with general Approbation, 1638. Dedicated 
to Mr. John Waite. The Plot of this Play is taken 
from the Hiſtory of the ſame Name, and Hehn 


Hiſt. of St. George. 


My. RALPH RN E VE x. 


5 Nur fol Gentleman, who, in the Reign of King 
Charles I. writ one Dramatick Piece, call'd, 
RHO DON and IRIS]; a Paſtoral, 1631. Dedica- 


ted to Nicholas Bacon, Eſq; 
ee e eee 


W. IHOMAS KT 5. 


HIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and publiſh'd one Play, call'd, 
PoMPEyr the Great; his fair Cornelia's Tragedy, 
1595. Dedicated to the Counteſs of Suſſex. This 
1s only a Tranſlation from the French of the famous 
Kebert Garnier. | 
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c c cb 


L. 
M. Joun Lack 


FAMOUS Comedian in the Reign of 
King Charles II. He was born near Donca- 


Fer in Torkfbire, originally. a Dancing-Maſter ; but 


was afterwards a Lieutenant and Quarter-Maſter in 
the Army, under Colonel Gerrard, He was well 
ſhap'd, of a good Stature and juſt Proportion, which 
are great Advantages to an Actor. King Charles 
ſo much eſteem'd him for his admirable playing, 
that he had his Picture drawn in three ſeveral Re- 
preſentations, (viz.) as Teague in the Committee, Seru- 
ple in the Cheats, and Galhard in the Varieties. He 
was not only an excellent Player, but a good Judge 
of Plays. He wrote Three Dramatick Pieces. 

I. 7 he Dumb Lady, or The Farrier made Phyſician ; 
a Comedy, i672. Dedicated to the Earl of Sourh- 
anpton. The Plot, and great part of the Language 
of this Play is taken from Molierès le Medecin Malgre 
Luy. | 

II. The Old Trocp, or Monſieur Ragou ; a Comedy, 
1672. 

HI. Sauny the Scot, or The Taming of a Shrew ; al- 
ter d from Shakeſpear, and acted with great Applauſe 
at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lanxe. 

IV. Sir HeRcuLts Burroox, or The Poetical 
Juire; a Comedy, acted at the Duke of Tork's 
Theatre, This Play was publiſhd in the Year 
168.4, Three Years after the Author's Death. 
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CCC 


Mr. Joun LEANAR D. 


R. Langbain tells us, that this was a Plagiary 
of extraordinary Aſſurance, who by other 


Mens Writings aſſum'd the Title of an Author. 
There are two Plays publiſh'd under his Name, (vix.) 

I. Country Innocence, or The Chamber-Maid turn d 
Quaker ; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 
1677. Dedicated to Sir Francis Hinchman. This is 
little more than Mr. Brewer's Country Girl reprinted, 


with a new Title. 
II. The Rambling Juſtice, or The Jealous Husband; 


a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1680. The 


greateſt part of this Play is taken from a Comedy, 
writ by Mr. Middleton, call'd, More Diſſemblers beſides 
Women. 


Ar. NaTHANIEKL LEE. 


A N eminent Poet, the Son of a Clergy-Man, was 
: educated at H-eſtminſter School under Dr. Bus, 

from whence he went to Trinity-Colege in the Univerſity 
of Cambridge. He writ Eleven Plays, and has ſhewn 
a Maſter-piece in Lucivs Junius BRUrus, 
which ſcarce any of his Contemporaries equall'd, 
and none has excell'd. In his MiTarIiDarTEs 
and THEO DOS IT us, the Love Scenes are extreme- 
ly moving. His Plays are as follow, viz. 

I. NERO Emperor of Rome; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1675- Dedicated to the Earl of 
Rocheſter. This Play is writ in a mixt Stile, Proſe, 
Rhime and Blank Verſe. For the Plot conſult 

| | | Nero 
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Neu's Life in Suetonius, Aurelius Victor, Tacitus, 
&c. | 
: II. SorHONI1SBA, or HAN 1BAL's Overthrow ; 
2 Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1676. De- 
dicated to the Dutcheſs of Portſmouth. Plot from 
Sir Walter Raleigh's Hiſt. of the World, Livy, Floris, 
Appian, Diodorus, Poly bins, Fuſtin, &c. 

III. GLILORIAN A, the Court of AUG US TUS 
CSA; à Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 
1676. Dedicated likewiſe to the Dutcheſs of Portſ- 
mouth. The Story you may find in Cleopatra, Part I. 
Book 3. Part V. Book 3, Cc. under the Characters 
of Cæſario, Marcellus and Julia. | 

IV. The Rival Queens, or The Death of Ar Ex- 
DER He Great; A Tragedy, acted at the Thea- 
tre Royal, 1677. Dedicated to the Earl of Mul- 
grave, This Play was acted with very great Ap- 
plauſe, and was allow'd by Mr. Dryden, in a Copy 
of Verſes prefix'd to it, to be a Maſter-piece. The 
Plot is taken from Quint. Curtius, Plutarch's Life of 
Al-xander the Great, Juſtin, Joſephus, &C. 

V MirakibaTrs King of Pontus; a Trage- 
dy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1678. Dedicated 
to the Earl of Dor ſet and Aliddleſex, This Play was 
ted with general Approbation: It is founded on 
Hiſtory, as Appian of Alexand. Roman Hiſt. Floris, 
Ve. Paterculus, and Plitarch in the Lives of Scylla, Lu- 
nur, Pompey, &C. 

VI. TurtoDposIvUs, or The Force of Lowe; a 
Tragedy, a&ed at the Dyke of Tork's Theatre, 1680, 
with great Applauſe. Dedicated to the Dutcheſs 
o Richmond, The Plot is taken from Pharamond a 
Romance, Euſeb, Hiſt. Ecclefraſtica, Varenins, Martian 
and 7 hendoftas. 

VII. CXSAR BokrGr1a; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Duke of York's Theatre, 1680. Dedicated to 
de Earl of Pembroke. See Guicciar dine, lib. 5, 6. Ma- 
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riana, lib. 27, 28. Sir Paul Ricaut's Lives of ths 
Popes, in the Reign of Alexander LI. 

VIII. Lucivs Junivs Brutus, Father of ji; 
Country; a Tragedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 
1681, with great Applauſe. Dedicated to the Ear 
of Dorſet and Middleſex. For the Story ſee Funins 
Brutus, in Clelia, a Romance, Part II. Book 1. and 
Part III. Book 1. And for the original Hiſtory, 
conſult Horus, Livy, Dionyfius, Hallicarnaſſ. Eutropins, 


Oroſius, &c. 


IX. Cox STAN TIN E the Great; a Tragedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1684. The Plot from 
Euſeb. de Vita Conſtantm. Socrates, Zonaras, Eutropius, 


Baronius, Ammianus Marcellinus, &C. 


X. The Princeſs of Cleve ; a Tragi-Comedy, - a&ed 
at the Queen's Theatre in Dorſet-Garden, 1689, De- 
dicated to the Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex. This 
Play is founded on a Romance of the ſame Title, 

XI. The Maſſacre. of Paris; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1690. For the Story ſee T1 
anus, Pierre, Mathieu, Davila, Mezaray, &c. in the 
Reign of Charles IX. | 

Mr. Lee likewiſe join'd with Mr. D;yden in two of 


his Plays, viz. The Duke of Guiſe, and OE DI us. 


This unfortunate Gentleman was under Confine- 
ment ſome Years in Bedlam; but at length obtair- 
ing his Liberty, died in the Street in one of his 
Night-Rambles: And as Mr. Langbain obſerves, his 
Lunacy exceeded that of the Divine Fury, men— 
tion'd by Ovid, and which oftentimes accompanies 
the beſt Poets : 


Eſt Deus in nobis, agitante caleſcimus illo, 


The following Deſeription of Madneſs in his C #- 
SAR BORG1a is inimitable, | 
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To my charm d Ears no more of Woman tel, 
Name not a Woman, and I ſhall be welle 
Like a poor Lunatick, that makes his Moan, 
And for a while beguiles his Lookers on; 
He Reaſons well, his Eyes their Wildueſs loſe, 
le vows the Keepers his wrong d Senſe abuſe : 
But if you hit the Cauſe that hurt his Brain, 
Then his Teeth gnaſb, he feams, he ſhakes his Chain, 5 
His Eye-Balls roul, and he is Mad again. 


COHESION IR III NINE 


JouNnN LYLY MEM 
POET that liv'd in the Reign of Queen El- 


zaveth. He was born in Kent, and had his 
Education at St. Mary Miigdalen- College, Oxford, where 
in the Year 1575 he took his Degree of Maſter of 
Arts. He was one of the firſt Authors that at- 
tempted to refine the Exgliſʒ Language; and writ 
the tollowing Plays. | 
I. The Maid's Metamorphoſis ; a Comedy, acted by 
the Children of St. Paul's, 1600. 
II. Love's Metamorphoſis ; a Dramatick-Paſtoral, 
acted by her Majeſty's Children of the Chapel, 1601. 
III. ExDiMion; a Comedy, acted before the 
Queen by the Children of St. Paul's. Endimion's be- 
ing belov'd by the Moon, may be met with in La- 
cian's Dialogue between Venus and the Moon, Natales 
Comes, and Galtruchins's Hiſt. of the Heathen Gods, 
IV. GaLaTHEA; a Comedy, acted before the 
Queen at Greenwich on New-Year's-Day. The Cha- 
racters of Galathea and Phillidia are taken from Jphis 
and Ianthe in Ovid's Metamorphoſis, lib. g. &c. 
V. ALEXANDER aud CAMPASPE; a Tragi- 
Comedy, preſented before the Queen, and after- 
M 2 wards 
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vwards acted in Black-F;yars, Plot from Pliny's Ni- 


tural Hiſt. lib. 35. cap. 10. 

VI Mrpas; a Comedy, likewiſe play'd before 
the Queen. Apuleius has writ this Story at large in 
his Aureus Afinus. See allo. Natales Comes, Galtru- 
chius's Hiſt. of the Heathen Gods, and Ovid's Meta- 
morph. lib. 11. OW. | 

VII. SayPHoard PHAON; a Comedy, ad- 
ed before the Queen, and. atcerwards in the Black- 
Eryars. Plot from Ovid's Epiſt. 


VIII. Mother BomsBir; a pleaſant Comedy, acted 
by the Children of St. Paul s. Theſe Six Plays, laſt 


mention'd, are publiſh'd together by one Mr. Bloum, 


(an Author in thoſe Days) in the Year 1632. 
IX. The Woman in the Alion; a Comedy, 1667, 
Mr. Lyly likewiſe writ a Novel call d, Euenvts 
and his England, which was in his Time very much 
eſteem'd, and has been lately reprinted. 


ning 


Mr. THOMAS LODGE. 


HIS Author was a Doctor of Phyſick in the 

Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; bred at Cambridge, 
and during his Reſidence there, he writ ſeveral Pieces 
of Poetry, amongſt which are Two Plays. 

I. The Wounds of Civil War, or The Tragedies of 
MARIUS and SCYLLA, 1594. For the Plot 
conſult Plutarch iu Nit. Mar. & Sill. See alſo Aure- 
lius Victor, Eutropius, Lell. Paterculus, Saluſtins, &c. 

II. A Loobing-gliiſs for London and England; a Tragi- 
Comedy, 1598. Mr. Green aſſiſted in the Compoſing 
of this Play. It is founded on the Story of Jonas 
and the Ninzevites in Sacred Hiſtory. | 


Sr 
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Tg 
HCCCOCDOGEICEEDPIEEEIDCEDCCy 
re 
in Sir WILLIAM LOWER. 
1 . 
1 A NOTE D Cavalier in the Reign of King 
Charles I. who, during the Civil Wars, took 
. Sanctuary in Holland, where he diverted himſelf 
* with Poetry, and writ and tranſlated Six Plays. 
I. The Phenix in her Flames; a Tragedy, 1639. 
d 3 Dedicated to Thomas Lower, Eſq; 
i II. The Martyr, or Poljeufe; a Tragedy, 1655. 
, 5 For the Story ſee Coeffeteau Hiſt. Rom. Surius de Vitis 
J Sanforum, &C. | | | 
3 III. HoRraTius; a Roman Tragedy, 1656. 
5 1 This is a Tranſlation from Corneille. See Dion Hal- 


J licarnaſ]. Caſſicdorus, &C. 
IV. Noble Ingratitude; a Paſtoral Tragi-Comedy, 
1658, tranſlated from Monſieur Ouinault. 
VF. The Iachanted Lovers; a Dramatick-Paſtoral. 
VI. The Amorous Phantaſm ; a Tragi-Comedy, 
tranſlated from Quinault. Dedicated to her High- 
nels the Princeſs Royal. 
Theſe Two laſt were printed at the Hague, 1658. 


NN NN 


Mr. LEWIS MACCHIN. 
A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
1 \ Charles I. Author of one Play. 
The Dumb Kiizht ; a Comedy, acted by the Chil- 


dren of his Majeſty's Revels, 1633. Several Inci- 
M 3 dents 


— —— nn 
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dents are taken from a Comedy call'd, The Oueey, 
or The Excellency of ber Sex. And Bandello's N vels, 
Ws 
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Mr. JohN MAIDWELL. 


98 HIS Author had the Care of Educating ſome 

young Gentlemen privately in the City of Lon- 
don: And beſides ſeveral Tranſlations, he writ one 
Play, call'd, 15 

The Loving Enemies; a Comedy, acted at the Duke 

of York's Theatre, 1680. Dedicated to the Ho- 
nourable Charles Fox, Eſq; Mr. Shadwell wrote the 
Epilogue to this Play. 


NA AE EO AEOEAED AER ED<ES=a 


JAS FER MAINE, D. D 


Learned Divine, who liv'd in the Reigns of 

King James and King Charles I. He was born 
at a Place call'd Hatherleigh in Devonſhire, in the 
Year 1604. He was educated at Heſiminſter School, 
from whence, in the Year 1623, he was elected to 
Chrift-Church-College, Oxford, in the Condition of 
a Servitor; but the next Year he was choſen in- 


to the Number of Students on that Noble Founda- 


tion. He took his Degrees of Batchelor and Maſter 
of Arts, and enter'd into Orders, after vthich he 
was prefer'd to Two Livings in the Gift of the 
College. In the Time of the Civil Wars he preach'd 
before the King at Oxford, and was made Doctor of 
Divinity, but was ſoon after ejected out of his Li- 
vings, and turn d out of the College by Oliver a 

dell & 
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wells Viſitors. During the inteſtine Troubles he 
ound an Aſylum in the Houſe of the Earl of De- 
dog hire, where he reſided till the Reſtauration of King 
Charles TI, when, he was reſtor'd to his former Bene- 
fices, and made Canon of Chriſt-Church, and Arch- 
deacon of Chicheſter, all which Preferments he en- 
joy'd *rill his Death. He was a Perſon of a ready 
Wit, and in his younger Years writ Two Plays, be- 
ing very much addicted to Poetry. 

I. The City Match; a Comedy, ated before the 
King and Queen at H/hite-Hall, and afterwards at 
the Theatre in the Black-F;jars, 1658. with very F 
great Applauſe. | 

II. 7 he Amorous War; a Tragi-Comedy, 1658. 
Ile died in the Year 1672. He gave by his Will 
ſeveral publick Legacies, particularly 500 J. towards 
the Rebuilding of St. Paul's, 1007. to the Poor of 
Caſſington, &c. and his Propenſity to innocent Mirth 
attended him in his laſt Moments; for to one of his 
Servants he bequeath'd a Trunk, with ſomething in 
it to make him drink after his Death, which being 
open'd by the Servant, big with Expectation, to his 
great mortification he found this promiſing Legacy 
to be nothing but a Red Herring. He lies buried on 
the North Side of the Cathedral of CHriſt-Church. 


Mrs. DE La RIVIER MANL E . 


OW call'd the Atalantic LA D r, being deſer- 

vedly eſteem'd for her Affability, Wit and 
Loyalty. | | 

* She was born in Hampſhire, in one of thoſe 

© Wands which formerly belong'd to France, where 

her Father Sir Roger Manley was Governour ; at- 

terwards he enjoy'd the ſame Poſt in other Places 


8 


M 4 in 
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de in England. He was the Second Son of an ancient 


Family; the better Part of the Eſtate was ruin'd 
in the Civil War by adhering to the Royal Famil, 
without ever being repair'd, or ſcarce taken no- 

tice of at the Reſtauration. The Governour was 
Brave, full of Honour, and a very fine Gentle- 
man: He became a Scholar in the midſt of 4 
Camp, having left the Univerſity at Sixteen Years 
of Age, to follow the Fortunes of K. CHARLES 
the Firſt. His Temper had too much of the 
Stoic in it for the good of his Family. After 2 
. Life, the beſt part ſpent in Civil and Foreign 
* War, he began to love Eaſe and Retirement, de- 

voting himſelf to his Study, and the Charge of 
his little Poſt, without ever following the Court: 
His great Virtue and Modeſty render'd him unfit 
for ſolliciting ſuch Perſons, by whom Preferment 
was there to be gain'd, ſo that his Deſerts ſeem'd 

buried and forgotten. 

In his Solitude he wrote ſeveral Tracts for his 
1 own Amuſement, particularly his Latin Commen- 
| © tarics of The Civil Wars ia England. He was 
likewiſe the genuine Author of the firſt Volume ot 
ce that admir'd and ſucceſsful Work, The Turkiſh Spy. 
« Dr. Midgley, an ingenious Phyſician, related 
© to the Family by Marriage, had the Charge of 
looking over his Papers, among which he found 
that Manuſcript, which he eaſily reſerv'd to his 
* proper Uſe; and both by his own Pen, and the 
0 te Aſſiſtance of {ome others, continu'd the Work un- 
<« til the Eighth Volume, without ever having the 
& Juſtice to name the Author of the Firſt, * | 
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* Fee the Life of Miri. Manley, publiſh d under the Title 
of, The Adventures of Rigella, Pige 14, 15. Printed jor 
ö | HH CURL Lo | = 
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In all the Writings of Mrs. Manley there appears 
a happy Sprightlineſs,and an eaſy Turn. . Beſides her 
inimitable Atalautis, ſome Novels and, Letters, ſhe has 
given us Three Plays, Two Tragedies and One 
Comedy, v12. | | 

I. The Loft Lover, or The Jealous Husband ; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1696. The 
Dialogue of this Play is very genteel, tho' it did not 
ſucceed in the Repreſentation. ” 

II. The Royal Miſchief; a Tragedy, ated at the 
Theatre in Lincolus-Iun-Fields, 1696. Dedicated to 
his Grace the Dake of Devonſbire. This Play was 
ated with great Applauſe ; the Rules of Ariſtorle 
being obſerv'd, and the Metaphors and Allegories 
are juſt. The Story, ſhe informs us in the Preface, 
js taken from Sir John Chardin's Travels; but has 
receiv'd this Advantage, that the Criminals are here 
puniſh'd for their unlawful Amours, who in the 
Story eſcape. 

III. Lucrvs, the firſt Chriſtian King of Britain; 
a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1717. De- 
dicated to Sir Richard Steele. This Play is founded 
upon the Legendary Account of this Monarch given 
by the Monkiſh Writers, and an agreeable Fiction 
of her own. Sir Richard Steele writ a Prologue, 
and Mr. Prior the Epilogue. 

The Diction of her Tragedy is purely Drama- 
tical, and I think Mr. Pope's Obſervation on this 
Subject * is juſtly her due; for, upon reading her 
Two Tragedies, 1t will appear, that 


Se wakes the Soul by tender Strokes of Art, 
Raiſes the Genius, and improves the Heart. 


FT 


} 


* Prologue to Mr. Addiſon's Cato. 
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Her Friendſhip being as ſincere as her Converſatio 
is entertaining. I ſhall not preſume to enlarge upon 
her Character, ſince it has been ſo well drawn by a 


Nobleman now living, in the following excellent 


Copy of Verſes, prefix d to her Royal Miſchief. 


What ! all our Sex in one ſad Hour undone ? 
Loſt are our Arts, our Learning, our Renown, 
Since Nature's Tide of Wit came rolling down. x 
Keen were your Eyes we knew, and ſure their Darts, 
Fire to our Soul they ſend, and Paſſion to our Hearts! 
Needleſs was an Addition to ſuch Arms, 
Ihen all Mankind were V/afſals to your Charms : 
That Hand but ſeen, gives Wonder and Defire, 
Szow to the Sight, but with its Touches, Fire! 
Mo fees thy Yielding Queen, and would not be 
On any Terms, the Bleſt, the Happy He; 
Entranc'd, we fancy all His Extacy, 

uote Ovi D now no more, ye Amorous Swains, 
DrLIA than O vip has more moving Strains, 
Nature in Her alone exceeds all Art, 
And Nature ſure does neareſt touch the Heart. 
Oh! might Icall the bright Diſcov'rer mine, 
The whole Fair Sex unenvy d Id reſign ; 
Give all my happy Hours to D + L 1 4's Charms, 
She who by Writing thus our Wiſhes warms, 
hat Worlds of Love wnft circle in her Arms! 


*The chief Character in the Play, 
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Mr. Cos xo MAN U ch. 


| A N Lalian Gentleman, who liv'd in the Reign of 


King Charles I. He was a Major in the Kings 
Army, in the Civil Wars, and Author of Two ay 
| | . The 
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I. The Juſt General; a Tragedy, printed in the 
ear 1650. | : 

Il. The Loyal Lovers; a Tragi-Comedy, 165 2. In 
tis Play are ſatyriz'd ſeveral of the Committee-Men 
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= and their Informers. I cannot learn that either of 1 
theſe Plays were ever acted ; but that the firſt was i} 
p deſign'd for the Stage, appears by theſe Two Ver- 9 
0 ſes in the Prologue: 9 
; b 5 Is ſpite of Malice, venture I ths far, 4 
5 E Pack not a Jury, and Il land the Bar. 
Mr. GERVASE MARK HAM. 
HIS Author livd in the Reigns of King 
James and King Charles I. He was the Son 
of Robert Markham of Cotham, in the County of Nor- 
tingham, Eſq; In the Time of the Civil Wars, he 
bore a Captain's Commiſſion under King Charles I, 
being well skill'd in the Art of War, and was alſo 
a good Scholar. He writ one Play, call'd, 
HERO D and ANTIPATER; 4 Tragedy, 1622. 
The Plot taken from Joſeph's Hiſt. Fews, lib. 14, 15, 
&c. Salian, Spondanus, Baronii Aun. Torniel, &c. 
eee 
Mr. CHRISTOPHER MARLOW. 
as POET and a Player in the Reigns of Queen 
Elizabeth and King James. He was Con- 
temporary with the 1mmortal Shakeſpear, and was 
\ of Fellow-Actor with Heywood. His Genius inclin'd to 
g's Tragedy, and he both wrote and acted with Ap- 
. Plauie, His Plays are as follow: 8 
The | 1 * A M= 
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I. TAM BERLAIN the Great, or The Scythian 
Shepherd; a Tragedy, in Two Parts, acted by the 
Lord Admiral's Servants, 1593. For the Story ſce 
Jean du Bec, Laonicis, Chalcocoudilas, Pet. Bizary, 
Knolles's Hiſt. Turks, L' Hiſtorie de Tamerlain, &c. 

II. The Jeu of Malta; a Tragi-Comedy, acted a 
IWhite-Hall before the King and Queen, and at the 
Cockpit by her Majeſty's Servants, 1633. This Play 
was very much applauded. | 

III. Luft's Dominion, or The Laſcivious Queen; 1 
Tragedy. Dedicated to William Carpenter, Eſq 
This Play was alter'd by Mrs. Behn, and acted ui 
der the Title of Abdelazer, or The Moors Reverge. 

IV. ED WAR D the Second; a Tragedy. The 
Story is taken from Thomas de la More, Sir Fax 
Hubert, Walſiagham, and other Hiltorians of thoſe 
Times. 

V. The Maſſacre at Paris, with the Death of tt; 
Duke of Guiſe , a Tragedy, acted by the Lord A 
miral's Servants. This Play 1s not divided into 
Acts. Plot from Davila, Thuanus, Mezaray, &c. in 
the Reigns of Charles IX, and Henry III of France, 

VI. Dr. FavusrTus's Tragical Hiſtory. The lal 
Edition of this Play was printed in 1661. It i; 
founded on Camerarii Hor. Subciſiu. Cent. 1. cap. 79, 
Wierus de Præſtig. Dæmonum, lib. 2. c. 4. Lonicerus, &c. 

This Author join'd with Mr. Nah in writing of a 
Play, call'd, Dipo, Queen of Carthage. He likewil: 
wrote a Poem, call'd, HERO and LEAN DFB, 
commended by Ben Johnſon, in a Copy of Verſes, 
call'd, 4 Cabins of the Poets, wherein ſpeaking oi 


Mr. Marlow's Fire in his Writings, are the tollov- 


ing Lines, : 


And that fine Madneſs ſtill he did retain, 
Which rightly ſhould poſſeſs a Poet's Brain. 
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FC 


| eMr. SHAKERLY MARMION. 


4 N Author born at Aince in Northamptonſhire, in 
the Year 1602. He was firſt plac'd to Thane- 
| School i in Oxford/hire, from whence, about the Age 
ok Sixteen, he was remov'd to Wadham-College, Ox- 
b where he took the Degree of Maſter of Arts. 
He writ Three Plays. 
I. Holland's Leaguer ; a Comedy, acted by Prince 
| Charles's Servants in Salisbury-Court, 1632, with Ap- 
bras Several of the Incidents are borrow'd from 
| Petronins Arbiter. 
| II. The Fine Companion; a Comedy, ated before the 
| King and Queen at hite- Hall, with great Applauſe, 
1633. This Play is Dedicated to dit Ralph Dutton. 


| * by their Majeſties Serv ants, 1641. 


Hane Far, 1603. The Plot of this Play is taken 

| from Mintius Hiſt. of Naples. See likewiſc Dr. Fuller's 

glue Nate, God's Revenge againſt Adultery, &c. 3 
V. The 


— ne — 8 — — 2 
— — — 7," = 8 
. 1111111 
— = — — — A — — 2 
- : — = — — 5 = 
— Wort — a — 2 * = 
=—— 5 —— — — 7 By 7 -— 
gow £ 
. ee % 2 FER 2 — nd 
— S . — . — = 
— r — — OE ES ip. EI E \ 
. — — E _— So 


— oe nn — ęſũDT—ä—— . . Ü. —— — — —— — — ne nn ene 
r reed roerngs . . 
AE == - J ES IE = IS = 
2 . Boa oc ya 55 — — 3 == 
— — RE TIES © ED VE GRAL — — 
— p — = 7 A 
2 — VE; 7 . 7 = 


III. The Antiquary ; a Comedy, acted at the Cock Wl 


; | #22066 S eee 18 
At. Jou N MARSTON. 1 
POET in the Reign of King James I, who N J 

wrote ſeveral Plays, which were very well 08 

| 2pprov'd, wiz. ey 
. AxToNIo aud MEL1DA, an Hiſtorical Play. 1h 
II. AN ro N IO“ Revenge, or The Second Part of 7 
| Antonio and Melida ; a Tragedy. Both acted by the 1 
Children of St. Paul's, 1602. 10 
III. 2% Inſatiate Counteſs ; a Tragedy, acted in the bh 
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IV. The Malccontent; a Tragi-Comedy, 166, 
Dedicated to Ben Johnſon. The firſt Plan of thi; 
Play was drawn by Mr. I/ebfter. 

V. The Dutch Courteſan ; a Comedy, acted by the 


Children of the Queen's Revels, 1605. Part of this 


Play is borrow'd from a French Book, entitled, Cu. 
tes du Monde, and from an Englih Book of Novel, 


call'd, The Palace of Pleaſure. 
VI. Paraſitaſter, or The Faun; a Comedy, age( 


by the Children of the Queen's Revels, 1606. The 


Plot of Dulcimel is taken from Boccace's Noycls, 
Day 3. Nov. 3. 
VII. SorronissBa, or The Wonder of Women: 2 
Tragedy, acted at the Black-F;yars. The Plot from 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Polybins, Appian, Livy's Hiſt. &, 
VIII. What you will; a Comedy. The Plot of 
this Play was taken from Plautus's Amphitrion. This 


Mr. Langbain ſays is one of the Author's beſt Plays, 


Theſe Two laſt mention'd, and Four others, were 
publiſh'd together in one Volume, 1633. 


FFC 


Mr. JOHN MAS ON. 


T Hl S Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of King 


James I. He was Maſter of Arts, but of what 
Univerſity I cannot learn. He writ one Play call, 
MuLz ASSES, the Turk; a worthy Tragedy, acted 
by the Children of his Majeſty's Revels, 1610. Ti 
Author had a good Opinion of ir, as may be cor 


lected from his Motto taken out of Horace, 


- Sume Superbiam queſitam meritis, 


1.1 


. 
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g EC 8e) en Ha Ba 3 
rhe Bll or. PHILIP MASSINGER. 
this WE | 
Cu- HIS excellent Poet, born at Salisbury, was 
els, Son of Mr. Philip Maſſinger, a Gentleman be- 


longing to the Family of the Earl of Montgomery. In 
the Year 1602, being Eighteen Years of Age, he was 
ſent to St. Alban-Hall in Oxford, where he remain'd 
a Student for Three or Four Years, and compleated 
his Education. He had a great deal of Modeſty, 
and extraordinary Natural Parts ; and the Purity ot 
his Stile ſhews that he was, a Man of Learning, as 
the OEconomy of his Plots demonſtrates that he 
was perfectly acquainted with the Methods of Dra- 
matick Writing. He was very much belov'd by the 
Poets of that Age; and there were few but took it 
as an Honour to join with him in a Play. He writ 
Sixteen Plays, vie 
I. The Roman Actor; a Tragedy, acted at the pri- 
vate Houſe in the B/ack-Fryars by the King's Ser- 
rants, 1629. Dedicated to Sir Philip Knivet, Sir 
Thomas Jay, and Thomas Bellingham, Eſq; This Play 
was acted with Applauſe, and is recommended by 
ſereral Copies of Verſes. The Plot is taken from 
Tacitis, Aurelius, Victor, and Suetonius in the Life of 
Domitian. | 
II. The Renegado; a Comedy, acted at the private 
Theatre in D;ury-Lane, by her Majeſty's Servants, 
1630. Dedicated to the Right Honourable George 
Harding, Baron of Barkley-Caſtle, Mr. Shirley and 
= ſent the Author commendatory Verſes on this 
ay. 
III. The Maid of Honour ; a Tragi-Comedy, ated 
by her Majeſty's Servants at the Phenix in Drury- 
Lane, 1632, Dedicated to Sir Hancis Foliambe _ 
| ir 
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Sir E homas Bland. This Play was ated with Ay- 
lauſe. 

P IV. The Emperor of the Eaſt; a Tragi-Comedy, 
acted at the Theatre in the Black-Fryars, 163 2. De- 
dicated to the Right Honourable 7% Lord Mohun. 
Sir Aſton Cockain wrote a Copy of Verſes in Com- 
mendation of this Play. The Story from Sucrates, 
lib. 7. Nicephorus, lib. 14. Baronius, &c. 

V. The Fatal Dowry; a Tragedy, acted in the 
Black-Fryars, by his Majeſty's Servants, 163 2. This 
Play was often acted with Applauſe ; and Mr. Feld 
aſſiſted in the Compoſitio. Charlois's Ranſoming his 
Father, by his own Impriſonment, is taken from 
Cymon, in Val. Max. lib. 5. cap. 4. Ex. 9. 

VI. 4 new Way to pay eld Debts; a Comedy, often 


acted at the Phenix in Drury-Lane, 1633. Dedicated 


to the Right Honourable Robert Earl of Caernarvn, 

VII. The Picture; a Tragi-Comedy, acted in the 
Black-Fryars, 1636. Dedicated to the Society of 
the Inner- Temple. Plot from The Fortunate deceiv'd and 


Unfortunate Lovers, Nov. 4. of the Deceiv'd Lovers, 


VIII. The Great Duke of Florence ; a Comedy, pre- 
ſented at the Phenix in Drury-Lane, 1636. Dedica- 
ted to Sir Robert Wiſeman. This Play had very good 
Succeſs. The Plot of it is taken from Speed, Stow, 
Baker, and other Englih Hiſtories of the Reign of 
King Edgar. 

IX. The Duke of Millan; a Tragedy, often ated 


at the Black-Fryars, 1638. Plot from Foſephms's Hiſt 


Jews, Book 15. chap. 4. 

X. The Bondman; a Comedy, a&ed with Ap- 
plauſe, at the Cockpit in Drury-Lane, 1638. Dedi- 
cated to Philip Earl of Montgomery, The reducing 
the Slaves by the Sight of the Whips, is taken from 


the Story of the Scythian Slaves, in Tuſtin, lib. I. cap. j. 


XI. The UDimatural Combat; a Tragedy, preſen- 


ted by his Majeſty's Servants at the Globe, 1639. De- 


dicated 


| 
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dicated to Anthony Sentliger, Eſq; This Play has 
neither Prologue nor Epilogue. | 

XII. The Guardian; a Comedy, acted at the pri- 
rate Houſe in the Black-F7yars with great Applauſe, 
1655. Severino's cutting off Calipſo's Noſe in the 
dark, and taking her for his Wife Jolantre, is bor- 
row'd from Boccace's Novels, Day 8. Nov. 7. and 
tom the Cimmerian Matron, a Romance. 

XIII. The Baſhful Lover; a Comedy, acted at the 


| private Houſe in Black-F-yars, 1655. 


XIV. A very H/oman, or The Prince of Tarent; 
a Tragi Comedy, acted in the Black-Fryars with 
Applauſe, 1655. The Plot of this Play reſembles 
that of the Ob/linate Lady, writ by Sir Aſton Cocbain. 

NV. The City Dame; a Comedy, acted at the 
private Houſe in Black-Fryars, 1659. Dedicated to 
the Counteſs of OHα d. This was eſteem'd a very 
good Play. 

XVL 7 he Virgin Martyr ; a Tragedy, acted with 
great Applauſe, 1661. Mr. Decker had a Share in 
the Writing of this Play. The Story 1s taken from 
[alefius, R ſwedins, Euſebii Hiſt. lib. 8. cap. 17. 

He join'd with Middleton, Rowley and Fletcher in 
ſome of their Plays. A Poet that livd in the 
Time of Mr. Maſ/zager, after he had commended 
his Plays, and his Writings in Verſe and Proſe, has 
theſe Two Lines: 


His eaſy Pegaſus will ramble d err 
Some Thrteſcore Miles of Fancy in an Hour. 


He died in the Year 1669, and was buried in 


N. Mary Overies Church in Southwark, in the ſame 


Grave wherein Mr. Fletcher had been before interr'd. 


N M. 


178 Lives and Characters of the 


Saeed 


Mae. THoMas May. 


| A Gentleman of a good Family in Suſſex, who 
liv'd in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. He was 

ſome Years a Fellow-Commoner of S:dyey-College in 
Cambridge, from whence he remov'd to London, and 
attending the Court, he contracted an Intimacy with 
-— Endymion Porter, Eſq; and other eminent Perſons, 
but not meeting with the Encouragement he expec- 
ted from the Great Men in Power, and being Can- 
didate with Sir }/:iliam D'avenant for the Prefermert 
ot Queen's Poet, but loſing it, he retir'd into thc 
Country very much diſguſted. He writ Five Plays, 

I. The Heir; a Comedy, acted by the Compaq 
of Revels, 1620. This Play was acted with great 
Applauſe, and was very much commended in a Co- 

py of Verſes by Mr. Carew. 

II. CrtoPaTRaA, Queen of Egypt; a Tragedy, 
acted in the Lear 1626. Dedicated to Sir Kenn 
Digby. The Story from Appian de Bello Civ. I. Flin, 
Ib. 4. Suetonius in Vit. Auguſt. and Plutarch's Life 
M. Anthony, Callmachs's Epig. on Timon, &C. 

III. AN TIOGCON E, the Theban Princeſs ; a T raged), 
1631. Dedicated to the Honourable Endimin Ju- 
ter, Eſq; The Plot is borrow'd from the Antiquie f 
Sophocles, Seneca's Thebais, &C. 

IV. TheOld Couple; a Comedy, 1651. This Play 
had a very good Reputation. 

V. AC RIPPIN A, Empreſs of Rome; a Traged). 
The Author has follow'd Xiphilinus, Tacitus and 
Suetonius in the Detigning this Tragedy, and has 
tranſlated part of Petronius Aibiter's Satyricon, be- 
ginning, 

Orlen 


* 


who 


e Was 
ge In 
„ and 
with 
ſons; 
XPec- 
Can- 
[ment 
0 the 
ay's, 
1Pany 
great 
Co- 


gee, 
enim 
Urn, 


ife 9 


ech 
Jo- 
ore if 


Play 
Ted), 
and 


has 
be- 


len 


O lem jam totum vic lor Romanus habebat, &C. 
And concluding with, 


4d meuſam vivus perducitur - 


This Play and Antigone are uſually bound together. 
Aſc. May has likewite publiſh'd, I. A Tranſlation of 
Tucan's Pharſalia, and continu'd it down to the 
Death of Jalius Cæſar, in Eight Books, 1635. 

II. A Hiſtory of the Civil Wars in England. 

He died ſuddenly in the Year, 1652, in the 55th 
Year of his Age, and was buried on the Weſt Side 
of the North Ifle of Heſtminſter-Abbey, near the 
Great Mr. Cambden. The following Inſcription was 
made upon him, by one of the Cavalier Party which 
ne had abus d. 


Adſta, Viator, & Poetam legas 
Lucani Inte, pretem, 
Ou2m ita feliciter Anglicanum fecerat, 
U Mayus /imui © Lucanus videretur, 
Et ſane credas Metempſuchoſin - 

Num utergque tugratas Principts ſui Proditor ; 
Hi; Nerouis Train, ille Caroli Regum optimi, 
At fata plane diverſa ; 

Lucanum enim aute obitum penitentem legis, 
Mayus vero repeitina morte occubuit, 

Ne forſan peniteret. 
Parlamenti Rebeliis tau pertinax adſti/pulator, 
U: Myjarum, quas olim religioſe coluer at, 
. Sacrilegus Hiſtis evaſerit. 
Attamen fingendi artem non penitus amiſit, 
Naim geſta eorum ſcripſit & typis mandavit 
In pros; mendax Poeta. 


N 2 Inter 


| 


Engliſh DRAMATICK POETS. 179 


— IAe: — 


* 
3 — . —— SEE EK — —e - 3 1 — 3 =. 
won > — — Ct ms g — = - 2 — EA - — - — — — _ 1 ES — 1 
— - — => — Sn EI TTY — — — — _ — — — — — — — SID = — — — — 2 = Oo CE es EN INY - — 
N A I IE oem 2 —— = X- . p04 — — — a ey OS — — — 2 . — — 2 8 — 
* vo MI" EE === EEE EE — — — 56 2 — == ——— — — — II 2 — . — I: . ä — * 
= — - — — ot re mr & — — — — ſ— —— — AULLISOE 2 — A - CE EEE DTS rn — 
F< — — — — — Ks = — —— — 8 2 * 8 —ů — — —— — 2 — ws" — — 
— —— 2 — . — — SIE S a. — . ———— > == ES : p _ — — — = — — — — 
1 AS — 4 — — S OED — — — I 2 — - — — —— — — — — * - — - — 8 8 : 
_— _ > — * 205 4% . — — — Hh - $54, ID — X 2 : — — — - : D : : 2 
> r 2 a 2 8 8 — - — IE — —— = —.— — H— — = 
= =. = I — — — = p — 8 — 


ED TI 
- — — 
. n 
ge met IE inn 
8 


180 Lives and Characters of the 


Iner tot Heroas Poeturum, Nobiliumque, 
OQuod tam indigni ſepeliantur Cineres, 
Videntur flere marmora. 

Nec tamen mirere eum hic Rebelles poſuiſſe, 
Qui tot facras Ades, & Dei delubra, 
Equi fecere ftabula. 


ts E Le s = 2nd 2 
Mr. ROBERT MEA b. 


T HIS Gentleman liv'd in the Time of King 
James and King Cha;les IJ. He was educated 


at Chriſi-Church-Collece in Oxford, and was a Perſon 


ot very good Abilities. He writ one Play, publiſh'4 

after his Deceaſe, call'd, | 
The Combat of Love and Friendhip ; a Comedy, 

preſented by the Students of Chrift-Church-Colege, 


1651. 


8 SDS SSS SSS dee eee eee 


Mr. MATTHEW MED BOURx. 


N eminent Actor, belonging to the Duke of 
Tork's Theatre, in the Reign of King Charles l. 
He was a Roman Catholick, "and committed to 
Newgate tor being concern'd in Oates's Plot, and, as 
Mr. Langbain obſcrves, he was one that deſerv'd 
better Fate than to die in Priſon, thro' a too for- 
ward and indiſcreet Zea! for Religion. He tranfla- 
ted from Moliere, with ſome few Alterations, 
TARTUFPPE, or Zhe French Puritan; a Comedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal with Applauſc, 1670. 
Dedicated to Hwy Lord Howard, The Epilogue to 
this Play was written by the Right Honourable | 
Charles late Earl of D. ſet and Middleſex. 
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Mr. THomMas MERITON. 


N inconſiderable Author, that liv'd in the 
Reign of King Charles II. He publiſh d Two 
aus. | 
: I. Love and War; a Tragedy, never aced, but 
printed in the Year 1658. Dedicated to the truly 
Noble, judicious Gentleman, and his moſt eſteem'd 
Brother Mr. George Meriton. 
II. The Wandring Lover; a Tragi-Comedy, acted 
ſeveral Times privately by the Author and his 
Friends, 1658. Dedicated to Francis Might, Eſq; 


Mr. THOMAS MIDDLETON. 


POET in the Reign of King Cha-lesT. He 
| was Contemporary with Ben Johnſon, Fletcher, 
Murnger, &c. by the two firlt of which he was 


thought fit to be receiv d into a Triumvirate in the 


Writing of Plays, which ſhew'd him to be no mean 
Poet ; and tho' he fell ſhort of thoſe celebrated 


Writers, yet by their Aſſiſtance, he attain d a pretty 


conſiderable Reputation. He has Twenty Two 
Plays extant, VL. 

]. The Five Gallaits ; 5 acted art the Black-F;rars. 

II. BrurxT, M.. Conſtatie, or The Span ds Night 
I[':tk; a Comedp, acted by the Children of St. Paul's, 
1602, 

III. The Phanix ; a Tragedy, acted by the Chil- 
aren of St. Paul's, and allo betore his Majeſty, 1607. 
The Story 1s taken trom a Spaiiijh Novel, call d d, The 


Force of Love, 
N 3 IV. 
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IV. The Fumily of Love; a Comedy, acted by tle 
Children of his Majeſty's Revels, 1608. 

V. The Roaring Girl, or Moll Cui ii ſe 3 acted on 
the former Stage by the Prince's Players, 16; 
Good part of this Play was writ by Mr. Decker. 

VI. A Trick to catch the Old One; a Comedy, acted 
both at Paul's and Black-F:yars, betore their Majeſ- 
ties, with great Applauſe, 1616, LE 

VII. The Triumphs of Love and Antiquity ; a Maſque, 
perform'd at the Confirmation of Sir Miliam Cockain, 
General of his Majeſty's Forces, and Lord Mayor 
of the City of London, 1619. 

VIII. The Chaſte Maid of Cheafpfide ; a pleaſant Co- 


medy, acted by the Lady El:zabeth's Servants, 1620. 


IX. The World toſ d at Tennis; a Maſque, prefer: 
ted by the Prince's Servants, 1620. Dedicated to 
the Lord Howard of Effingham, and his Lady. 

X. The Fair Quarrel; a Comedy, acted in the 
Year 1622. Dedicated to Robert Grey, Eſq; Mr. Ru- 
ley aſſiſted in the compoling of this Play. The Pot 
is taken from Cynthio Giraldi, a Novel, Dec. 4. Nu.. 

XI. The Ianer- Temple Maſque, or Maſque of Hertel; 
preſented by the Gentlemen of the [uner-Temph, 
I 640. e e 

VII. The Changeling; a Tragedy, acted at the 


private Houſe in Drun-Lane, and in Salisbury-Cont, 


with great Applauſe, 1653. Mr. Rowley joind in 
the writing this Play. For the Plot, ſee the Story 
of Alſemero, and Beatrice Joama, in Reynold's Cid“ 
Revenge againit Murder. | | 
XIII. The old Lau, or A new May to pleaſe ye; 2 
Comedy, acted before the King and Queen in 
Salisbury-Court, 1656. Mr. Maſſinger and Mr. Rout) 


aſſiſted in this Play. 


XIV. No MIt, no Help, like a Womaii's ; a Comedy, 
acted in the Year 1657. | 


XV. 


V. 


his Name famous throughout Europe, in the writing 
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NV. omen, beware Nomen; a Tragedy, 1657. 
This Play is founded on a Romance, call'd, Hyppo- 
lite and Iſabella. 

XVI. More Diſſemblers beſides Nomen; a Comedy, 


* 
* 


Du Cheſue, Stow, Speed, &c. | 
NIX. Any thing for a quiet Life; a Comedy, acted 
at the Globe on the Bank-/ide. This is a Game be- 
tween the Church of Englaad and that of Rome, 
wherein the Former gains the Victory. 
NXI. Michaelmas Term; a Comedy. I cannot 
learn whether this Play was ever acted. 
XXII. 4 mad World, my Maſters ; a Comedy, of- 
ten acted at the private Houſe in Saliabury-Court 
with Applauſe. | 


eee ee eee 
M.. Joun MiLTON. 


HIS Great Man liv'd in the Reign of King 
Cha le I. Daring the Civil Wars, and after 
the Murder of that Monarch, he was made Under- 
Secretary of State to Over Cromwell, he being 2 
ſtrennous Defender of the Powes and Liberty of the 
People: And his Controverſy with Salmatius render d 


N 4 ot 
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of which he was ſo afſiduous in Study Day aud 
Night, that he loſt his Eyes ; but his Adverſary had 

a worſe Fate, and is ſaid to have loſt his Life out of 
ako, Mr. Milton, in the Opinion of the World, 
having the better of the Controverſy. After the 
Reſtoration, by the Lenity of King Charles II, he 
was ſuffer d to keep a School at Greenwich. He writ 
two Dramatick Pieces. 

I. A Maſque; preſented at Ludlou-Caſtle, before 
Johu Earl of Bridguater, Lord Preſident of Wale, 
1634. 

II. Sau PDSON AON IS TES; 2. Tragedy, 1682. 
The Author has endeavour'd to imitate the Trage- 
dy of the Greek Poets, and has not divided his Play 
into Acts, wherein he ſcems to have follow'd H— 
Phocles. It is founded cn the 13th of Judges. Joſeph, 
Antiq. I. 5. Tornier, Salian, &C. 

This Author has made himſelf Immortal by his 
Poem call'd, Paradiſe Loft; and I think his Cha- 
racter is finely drawn by Mr. Dryden in the . 
excellent Epigram upon that Work. 


T hree Poets in three d iſtant Ages born, 
Greece, Italy, and England did adorn. 

The f, 5 in Loftineſs of Thorght ſurpaſt : 

T he next in Majeſty; in both the Laſt. 

The Force of Nature could no fa: ther go; 
Jo make a Third, fhe 2 the former Two. 
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WALTER 1 Eſq; 


HIS Genticman was a Courtier in the Reign 

of King Cha le, I. He writ a Paſtoral, call d, 

Ihe HHef her 7s Par adiſe; ; preſented betore the King, 
by the Queen and her Ladies of Honour, 5 
4 


= 
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Mr. PETER MOT YE U 


FRENCH Gentleman, born and bred at 
Rohan in Normandy. He came over into 
England, became a conſiderable Trader, and reſided 
here many Years. He had a good ſhare of Wit and 
Humour, and beſides a Tranſlation of Don Quixot, 
ſereral Songs, Prologues and Epilogues, he has writ 
the following Dramatick Pieces. 
I. Love's a Feſt; a Comedy, ated at the Thea- 
tre in Little Lincolns- Inn Fields, by his Majeſty's 


Servants, 1696. Dedicated to Charles Lord Chfford. 


In the two Scenes where Love is made a Jeſt, ſome 
Pailages are taken from 7alian Writers. 

II. The Loves of Mars and VENus; a Play ſet 
to Mulick, ated at the Theatre in Little Lincolns- 
Jur-Fields, 1696. Dedicated to Colonel Codrington. 
The Author in his Preface owns the Story to be 
from Ovid, and that he took the Dance of the Cyclops 
from Mr. Shadwel/'s Pſyche. 

III. The Novelty, or Every Act a Play; conſiſting 
of Paſtoral, Comedy, Maſque, Tragedy and Farce, 
acted at the Theatre in Little Lincolus-Tan-Fields,1697. 


Dedicated to Charles Cæſar, Eſq; The Paſtoral is 


call'd, Zit, and was written by Mr. Oldmixon. 


The Comedy is call'd, A without Money; and the 


Maſque, Hercules, both his own. The Tragedy 
call'd, The Unfortunate Couple, is the latter Part of 
Dr. Filmer's Unnatural Brother; and the Farce call d, 
Natural Magick, is an Imitation of part of a French 
Comedy, of one Act, after the 1taliaz manner. The 
Model of this Piay ſeems to be taken from Sir Mil- 
lam D avenant's Play-Houje te be Let, 


IV. 
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IV. Europe's Revels for the Peace, and his Majeſ)“ 
happy Return; an Interlude, perform'd at the Thez- 
tre in Lincolns-Tan-Fields, 1697, on the King's Return 
to England, after the Concluſion of the Peace. 

V. Beauty in Diſtreſs; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Little Lincolas-Inn-Fields, 1698. Dedica- 
ted to Henry Heveningham, Eſq; There are many 
fine Lines in this Play; and in the Multiplicity of 
his Incidents he has follow'd the Example of our 
Native Poets. Before this Piece there is a Diſ- 
courſe of the Lawtulneſs and Unlawtulneſs of Plays. 

VI. The Hand Princeſs, or The Generous Portugueſe. 
This is only Fetcher's Iſtaud Princeſs turn'd into a 
Dramatick Opera. | 

This unfortunate Gentleman was found dead in 2 
diſorderly Houſe in the Pariſh of St. Clement Danes, 
not without ſuſpicion of having been murder', 
which Accident happen'd to him on his Birth-Day, 
in the 58th Year of his Age, Ann. 1718. His Body 
was interr'd in his own Pariſh Church, being that oi 
Sr. Mary Axe 1n the City of London. 
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Mr. WILLIAM MoOUNTFORT. 
AN eminent Player. The firſt Time he was ta- 


ken particular Notice of on the Stage, was in 
acting the Part of 7a/-Boy; after which he was ad- 
vanc'd on the Theatre, and acted the Part of Sir 
Courtly Nice in Mr. Crown's Play of that Name. He 
was at length entertain'd in the Family of the Lord 
Chancellor Jeferies, from whence he came again to 
the Stage, where he continu'd *rill he was kill'd by 
the Lord Mohun in Nufolk-ſtreet, in the Strand, Amo 
1692, He publiſh'd Three Plays. 
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I. The Iijur'd Lovers, or The Ambitions Father ; a 
Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1688. De- 
dicated to James Earl of Arran, Son to the Duke of 
Hamilton. This Play met with but indifferent Suc- 


ceſs. 

II. The Succeſsful Strangers ; a Tragi- Comedy, acted 
at the Theatre Royal, 1690. Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable Thomas Wharton, Eſq; (late Lord 
IVharton.) This Play is better writ than the for- 
mer. The Plot from the Rival Brothers in Karron s 
Novels. | | 

III. Greenwich-Park; a Comedy, acted at the Thea- 
tre Royal, 1691. Dedicated to the Right Honour- 
able Algernon Earl of Efex. This Play was acted 
with Applauſe. 3 | 

Beſides theſe, he turn'd the Life and Death of 
Dr. Fauſtus into a Farce, with the Humours of Har- 
lequin and Scaramouch, acted at the Queen's Theatre 
in Dorſet-Garden. | 


pond Bragg rarer 


N. 


Mr. THOMAS NAB BsS. 


POET in the Reign of King Charles I, who 
writ the following Dramatick Pieces, (vix.) 

I. Covent-Garden; a Comedy, acted by the Queen's 
Servants, 1632. Dedicated to Sir John Suckling. 
This Play was not printed *cill the Year 1638. 

II. HANNIBAIL and Scip 10; an Hiſtorical Tra- 
gedy, acted by the Queen's Servants, 1635. This 
Play Mr. Langlain tells us, was acted before Women 
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appear'd on the Stage, the Part of Siphonicba be- 
ing play'd by Mr. Ferre; and it is addreſs'd to 
the Ghoſts of Hannibal and Scipio. For the Plot, 
ſee the Lives of Hannibal and Scipio in Corn. Neos, 
Plutarch, Florus, &C. 

III. Aficrocaſmus; a Maſque, preſented at the pri- 


vate Houſe in Salizbury-Conre, 1637. 


IV. Spring's Glory, vindicating Love by Temperance ; 
a Maſque, 1638. Dedicatcd to Peter Ball, Eſq; with 
this Maſque is printed- an Interlude intended for 
Prince Charles's Birth-Day, call'd, A Preſentatiqy. 
Theſe two Pieces have a great deal of Morality in 
them. | 

V. Tottenham-Court ; a Comedy, acted in Salisbury- 
Court, 1638. Dedicated to William Mili, Eſq; This 
Play has been lately reprinted. | 

VI. The Bride; a Comedy, acted at the private 
Houſe in Drury-Lane, by their Majeſties Servants, 
I 640. | 

VII. The Unfortunate Mother; a Tragedy, 1640, 
Dedicated to Richard Brathwait, Eſq; This Play 
has ſeveral recommendatory Copies of Verſes before 
it, tho” it was never acted. 

VIII. An Entertainment on the Prince's Birth ay. 
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Mr. THOMAS Nas n. 


POET of the ſame Time, but of a more 
eminent Character. He was educated at the 


- Univerſity of Cambridge, where his Genius early led 


him to writing, particularly Satire and Dramatick 

Poetry. He writ two Plays. | 
I. Dino Queen of Carthage; a Tragedy. Mr. 
Marlow aſſiſted in the Compoſition of this Play. The 
Detign is taken from Yirgel's Eneids. 
| | 7 II. Sam- 
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II. Summer's Iaf? Will and Teſtament ; a Comedy. 
This Author likewiſe writ ſeveral other ſmall Pieces 
both in Verſe and Proſe, as Pierce Pennileſs's Suppli- 
-1tion to the Devil, a Poem call'd, The White and Red 


Herring, &C. 
SIOTCDO TO TOTO TOTO PO ORE TORO TIS FOTO PETSTS TS XS Fo: 


Mr. ALEXANDER NEVILE. 


A YOUNG Gentleman, that liv'd in the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, and who, at the Age of 
Sixteen, tranſlated the following Play from Seneca. 
OE DIHPUS; a Tragedy, 1581. Dedicated to 
Dr. Hutton. This Play was tranſlated Twenty 
Years before it was printed. 


—— 


eee eee eee 


M.. ROBERT NEVIL E. 


AN Author in the Reign of King Charles I. He 
** was Fellow of King College, Cambridge, and writ 
one Play, call'd, „ 

Ile Poor Scholar; a Comedy, printed in the Year 
i662. It was never acted; but in a Copy of Ver- 
tes betore it, are theſe Lines in its Praiſe: 


Ben's Auditors were once in ſuch a Mood, 

1hat he was forc'd to ſwear his Play was good 
Thy Play than his does far more current go, 
Var without fearing we'll believe thine ſo. 
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O Ce 
WILLIAM Duke of Newcaftle. 


HIS Nobleman deſcended from the IIluſtrious 

and ancient Family of the Cavendiſbes; was a 
zealous Follower of the Royal Cauſe, which occa- 
fion'd his Exile with King Charles II. He was not 
only a Poet, but a Perſon of the greateſt Loy- 
alty, a Man of Bravery, a compleat Stateſman, 
and his generous Encouragement of Poetry ren- 
der'd him the Mecanas of the Age wherein he liv'd. 
He writ Four Plays.. 

I. The Country Captain; a Comedy, acted by his 


Majeſty's Servants in the Black-Fyars, 1649. This 


Play was ſuppos'd to be writ during his Grace's 
Exile. | 

II. The Exile; a Comedy, acted in the Blak- 
Fryars, 1649. Theſe Plays were acted with great 
Applauſe, and printed together. 

III. The Triumphant IVidou, or The Medley of Hu- 
mours; a Comedy, acted by the Duke of Tork's Ser- 
vants, 1677. Mr. Shadwell had ſo good an Opinion 
of this Play, that he borrow'd great part of it in 
his Bury-Fazr. | 

IV. The Humorons Lovers ; a Comedy, acted by 
the Duke's Servants, 1677. 


MARGARET Dutcheſs of Newcaſtle. | 


T Lady (the moſt voluminous Dramatic 
Writer of our Female Poets) was Conſort of 
the foremention'd Duke. She had a great deal of 


Wit, and a more than ordinary Propenſity to = 
matic 


4] 
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matick Poetry. All the Language and Plots of her 
Plays, Mr. Langbain tells us, were her own, which 
is 2 Commendation preferable to Fame built on 
other People's Foundation, and will very well atone 
for inconſiderable Faults in her numerous Produc- 
tions. 5 

I. The Female Academy; a Comedy, 1662. 

II. Love's Adventures; a Comedy, in Two Parts. 

III. Nature's Three Daughters, Beauty, Love and Wit ; 
in Two Parts, a Comedy, 

IV. The Apocryphal Ladies ; a Comedy. This Play 
conſiſis of an extraordinary Number of Scenes, but 
it is not divided into Acts. 

V. Publick Wooing; a Comedy. Several of the 

haracters in this Play, and ſome of the Songs, were 
written by the Duke. | 

VI. Matrimonial Troubles, in Two Parts; the firſt 
being a Comedy, the laſt a Tragedy. 

VII. The Unnatural Tragedy. The Prologue and 
Epilogue of this Play were writ by the Duke. 

VIII. Bed in Campo; a Tragedy, in Two Parts. 
In the ſecond Part are ſeveral Copies of Verſes writ- 
ten by the Duke. 

IX. The Comical Haſh ; a Comedy. 

X. The Lady's Contemplutiou, in Two Parts; a Co- 
medy. The Duke afliited in ſome Scenes of theſe 

lays. | 

XI. Youth's Glory, and Death's Banquet, in Two 
Parts; a Tragedy. Some of the Scenes in this 
Play were written by the Duke. | 

XII. HP's Cabal ; a Comedy, in Two Parts. 

XIII. rerul IIiis; a Comedy. 35 

XIV. Religions; a Tragi- Comedy. Theſe Plays 
were all printed together in Two Vol. in Folio, 1662, 

XV. The Convent of Pleaſure, 1668. 

XVI. The Sociable Companions, or The Female Wits 


XVII. 


2 Comedy. | 
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XVII. The Preſence; a Comedy. This Play has 
Twenty Nine Scenes, and they are printed ſepa- 
rately. | 
XVIII. The Bridalls ; a Comedy. 

XIX. The Blazing World; a Comedy, or Two 
Acts of a Play only, it being never perfected. Theſe 
laſt mention'd Plays are publiſh'd in one Volume, 
Folio, 1668. | 

Her Grace wrote a Volume of Poems in Folio, 
1653; as alſo her own Life, 1656, and the Life of 
the Duke of Newcaſtle, her Husband, in Engliſh and 
Latin, 1668, in Two Volumes in Folio. 


See 


Mr. THOMAS NEW TON. 


O NE of the Tranſlators of Senecas Tragedies, 
in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, The Play 
he did was the 

THEeBais; a Tragedy. This Play by ſome 
Perſons is believ'd not to be Seneca's, by reaſon Jo- 
caſta appears alive in it throughout, and in OEdpus 
ſhe is kill'd; and it is not very probable that he 
ſhould write Two Plays, wherein the ſame Perſon 
is repreſented, with ſuch a Difference in the Cataſ- 
trophe. > 
Ile join'd with Mr. Jaſper Heywood and Mr. Alex- 
ander Nevile in tranſlating the reſt of Seneca's Plays; 
and he publiſh'd them all, being Ten in Number, 
and Dedicated them to Sir Thomas Heneage. 


E 
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Mr. THOMAS NORTON, and 
THOMAS SACKVILE, Eſq; 


HESE were Confederates in Poetry, in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth; the Latter was 
afterwards made Lord Buckhur#?, and in 1 Jac. I 
created Earl of Dorſet. They writ a Play, call'd, : 

FRA Ex aud PORRExX; a Tragedy, printed An. 
1555 ; but ſince alter'd, with the Title of, 

(30RBODUC; à Tragedy, 1590. This Play was 
rrcſented by the Gentlemen of the Imer-Temple be- 
tore the Queen, and was accounted an excellent 
Piece, The Plot from the Engljh Chronicles. 


c c ed 
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Mr. THOMAS OTW Ax. 


HIS Gentleman was the Son of Mr. Humphrey 

Orvay, Rector of HMolbeding in Srfſex, born at 
Trott in the ſame County, on the 3d of March, 165 1. 
He was educated at Mincheſter, and removed from 
tence ro Chriſt-Churchin Oxford, where he did not con- 
tmue long enough to take any Degree. I have heard 
at Camb;idge, that he went afterwards to St. John's 
Col:ge in that Univerſity, which ſeems very proba- 
ble from a Copy of Verſes of Mr. Duke's to him, be- 
tween whom there was a faſt Friendſhip to the 
Death of Mr. Orway. He wt upon the Stage 
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with no great Succeſs at firſt, but roſe upon the 


World in every Attempt, ttill at laſt he gave it two 


as fine and finiſhed Tragedies as the Englih Theatre 
ever ſaw. His Fortune was as mix'd and various 
as his Wit, ſometimes exceeding low, and ſometimes 
at a more gay and flouriſhing heighth. The Far! of. 
Plimouth, one of King Charles's Sons, ſeems to be his 
firſt Patron, by whoſe Intereſt he was made a Cor- 
net of Horſe, but ſoon quitted his Commiſſion, and 
returned to writing for the Stage. It looks as if 
there was no very good Underſtanding between him 
and Mr. Dryden, which he hints at in one of his 


Prefaces ; and. this is the more probable from his 


Intimacy with Mr. Shadwell, who was the very A. 
verſion of Mr. Dryden. He was certainly a Man of 
excellent Parts, and a bold ſprightly Genius, but 
ſullied with a Misfortune too incident to great Wits, 
a ſtrong and violent Inclination to Pleaſure, which 
often flung him into Want and Miſery. His Com- 
pany being much coveted by the gay and witty 
Part of the World; and he too negligent of the Cor- 
ſequences of a drinking Converſation, led the belt 
and brighteſt Part of his Days in a Tavern. Thus 
thro' many Stages of Mirth and Bitterneſs, and al- 
ternate Returns of Jollity and Poverty, he ſtruggled 
on to the Thirty Fourth Yearof his Age, when he 
died on the 14th of April, 1685, at a Publick-Houle on 
Tower-Hill. Great Things might have been expected 
from ſo happy a Genius as that which could write 
The Orphan, and Venice Preſerv'd, where the Paſſions 
are touch'd with the moſt maſterly Strokes, and the 
Stile is withal ſo eaſy, flowing and natural. Some 
pretend that he left a finiſhd Tragedy behind him; 
but that Picce is a poor Performance, not in 
Mr. Orway's Hand, and very unworthy of him, He 
writ Nine Plays. a = 
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I. ALCIBIADES; 4 Tragedy, acted at the Duke 
of Ds Theatre, 1675. Dedicated to Charles Earl 
of Dorſet and Middleſex. The Story of this Play is 
taken from Corn. Mepos, and Plutarch in the Life of 

_ 4lbiades; but he has made Alcibiades a Perſon of 
true Honour, chuſing rather to loſe his Life than 
wrong his Defender King Agis, or abuſe his Bed, 
whereas Plutarch gives him a different Character. 

II. Tirus and BERENICE; a Tragedy, acted 
at his Royal Highneſs's Theatre, 1677. Dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Joha Earl of Rocheſter. 
This, Play conſiſts of but Three Acts, and is a Tranſ- 
lation from Monſieur Racine into Heroick Verſe. 
For the Story, ſee Suetonits, Dionyſius, Joſephus, &C. 
To which is added, The Cheats of Scapin ; a Farce, 


acted at the Duke of York's Theatre, 1677. This is 1 
a Tranſlation from Moliere, and is originally Terence's 4 
Phormio, R 

III. Friend hip in Faſhion ; a Comedy, acted at the i 
Duke's Theatre, 1678. Dedicated to the Earl of e 
Duſet and Maddleſex. This Play was acted with 1 Wk: | 
Applauſe. 1 
IV. Don Carr os, Prince of Spain; a Tragedy, 1 | 

9 


acted at the Duke of York's Theatre, 1679. Dedi- WH 
cated to his Royal Highneſs the Duke. This Play - 1.18 
1s written in Heroick Verſe, and Mr. Langbain tells Wl. 
us, it was the ſecond Production of this Author. It 
was acted with very great Applauſe. The Plot 
trom the Novel call'd, Don Carlos: See alſo the 
Spanyh Chronicles, in the Life of Philip IL 

V. The Orphan, or The Unhappy Marriage; à 
Tragedy, acted at the Duke of Des Theatre, 1680. 
U:dicated to her Royal Highneſs the Dutcheſs. 
Thus is a very moving Play, and often a&ed with 
great Applauſe, tho! it is not heighten'd by the Im- 
portance of Characters. It is founded on the Hiſ- 
tory of Brandon, and a Novel call'd, The Erngli/h Ad- 


VEntures. 2 7 


HORN 


* 
— — 


ng > nu rs BI — = 8 
ä ——— — — .  — 
— — ———— — ——— ———. ... 
_ — — — — = — — — — 
I EEE SEES — — Ee = EEE —̃ä —— 
—. — ——ů 
EI Rn —— : = 
"== 2=— +2 —— — = — = = 
_ — KLE — —_— — — 
WT 3 2 222 ge — —— —— — - 
- — — 8 = anne „ IS - - 
Ed. - * TILE — — = 
"I * * * * — 2 


— as — — 
— — = == 


— 


2 


ä — — 
ä — 
Su EDD Se Ea Lag 
—— * — SE — 
SES SEES 


— — 


196 Lives and Characters of the 


VI. The Hiſtory and Fall of Caius MARITVsBA 
Tragedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1680. De. 
dicated to the Lord Viſcount Falkland. Character; 
of Marius Junior and Lavinia are borrow'd from 
Shakeſpear's Romeo and Juliet. For the Plot, conſul: 
Plutarch's Life of Cains Marius, and Lucan's Pharſala 

VII. The Soldier's Fertune ; a Comedy, acted at the 
Duke's Theatre, 1681. This Play is Dedicated tg 
Mr. Bentley his Bookſcller, as an Acquittance, fyr 
the Copy-Money, as he tells us himſelf, The Lady 
Dunce making her Husband Agent, is from Mole: 
LEſcole de Maris. See likewiſe Boccace's Novels, D, 
3. N.3. Scarrou's Comical Romance, p. 227. The Ar 
tiquary, &c. 

VIII. The Atheif?, or The Second Part of the Suldie;” 
Fortune; a Comedy, acted at the Duke of Tits 
Theatre, 1684. Dedicated to the Lord Eland, eldeſi 
Son to the Marquiſs of Halifax. The Plot of Beau: 
gard and Portia taken from Scarron's Inviſible Miſtreſ, 
a Novel. | 

IX. Venice Preſerv d, or A Plot Diſcover'd ; a Tra- 
gedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1685. Dedica- 
ted to the Dutcheſs of Portſmouth. This Play is a- 
ways acted with very great Applauſe. The Plot 
from a little Book, giving an Account of the Cor- 
ſpiracy of the Spaniards againſt Venice. All theſe 
Plays, with {ome of his Poems and Love-Letters, ar: 
printed in Two Volumes, 129. 

He likewiſe writ, The Poet's Complaint to his Ms 
a ſmall Piece; and a Paſtoral on the Death of King 
Charles IT, and publiſh'd an excellent Tranſlation from 
the French, call'd, The Hiſtory of the Triumvirate. 
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Mr. Jou#N OLD MIX ON. 


T HIS Gentleman, now living, is deſcended from 
the ancient Family of the Oldmixons of Oldmixon, 
near Bridowater in Somerſet/hire. He has writ the 


Three following Dramatick Pieces : 


LAMYNTAS; a Paſtoral, preſented at the Thea- 
edicated to the Dutcheſs of Marl- 
borough. It is taken from the Amynra of Taſſo, and 
the Preface informs us, that it met with but ill Suc- 
ces; for Paſtoral, tho' never ſo well writ, is not a 
Subject fit tor a long Entertainment on the Engliſh 
Theatre: But the Original pleas d in Tah, where 
the Performance of the Compoſer of the Muſick is 
generally more regarded than that of the Poet. 

The Grove, or Love's Paradiſe; an Opera. 


tre Royal. 


II. 


III. The Governor of Cyprus; a Tragedy, acted 
at the Theatre Royal. 
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TT HIS Gentleman was educated at Eton-School, 
and from thence remov'd to King's College in 


Cunbridge. 


He has writ one Play, call'd, 


HYPERMNESTRA, or Love in Tears; a Tra- 
gedy. 
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Mr. Jon N OZELL, 
A GENTLEMAN (tow living). He received 


the Rudiments of his Education from Mr. Syay, 

an excellent Grammarian, Maſter of the Free- School 
at Ajhby de la Zouch in Leiceſterſhire, in or near which 
Town, Somebody, who knew the ſaid Mr. O 2x1: 
a School-Boy, and had particular Obligations to his 
Family, has, *tis ſaid, lately left him competent 
Means to live on, whenever he thinks fit to retire 
from Buſineſs. He finiſh'd his School-Learning ur- 
der the Reverend Mr. Montfort of Chriſt's Hiſpital, 
where having attain'd the Latin, Greek and Hebje 
Tongues, he was deſign d to be ſent to the Unirer- 
ſity of Cambridge in order to Prieſthood ; but he 
choſe rather to be plac'd in an Office of Publick 
Accompts in London, being qualify'd for the ſame by 
his Skill in Arithmetick, and writing the neccflary 
Hands. He has ſince, at Intervals, by reading the 
beſt Foreign Authors, and much perſonal Converſe 
tion with Travellers from abroad, made himſelf 
Maſter of moſt of the living Languages, eſpecially 
the French, Talian and Spaniſh; from all which, 28 
well as the Latin and Greek, he has oblig d the World 
with a great many valuable Tranſlations ; among! 
which are theſe Six French Plays. | 

I. BRITANNICVUsS. 

II. ALEXANDER the Great, Two Tragedies 
from Racine. | 

III. Ze LITIOGAN TS; a Comedy, from Racir. 

IV. Maxitivs Caritrolixnus; a Tragech, 
from Monſieur La Ee. 

V. Je CID; a Tragedy, from Cornęile. 
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VI. Cato; a Tragedy. From Monſieur Des 
Champs, ated at the Theatre in Lincolus-Im- Fields, 
1716. Dedicated to Count Yolera, the Emperor's 
Envoy. To which 1s added, A Parallel berween 
this Play and Mr. Addiſon's Caro. Beſides theſe, 


Mr. 0zell has tranſlated all Moliere's Plays, which 


are printed in Six Volumes in 129; and has by him, 
ready for the Preſs, A” Collection of ſome of the 
belt Spaniſh and Italian Plays, from Calderon, Aretin, 
Ricci, and Lopez de Vega. It muſt be confeſt, his 
Tranſlation of Moliere is in ſome Places ſtiff, occa- 
fon'd by the Original being in Rhime, which, when 
diſmounted into Proſe, will unavoidably run leſs 


ſmooth, than if the Original had been written, as 


our Comedies are, in Proſe. 


Mr. JOHN PALSGRAVE. 


N Author, who liv'd in the Reign of King 
Henry VIII, was Batchelor of Divinity, and 
Caaplain to the King. He writ one Play, call'd, 
AcoLasrus; a Comedy, 1549. Dedicated to 
the King. It is a Tranſlation from a Latin Play of 
the ſame Name, writ by Gulielmus ' Fullonins, *Tis 
the Parable of the Prodigal don; and the Author has 
endeavour'd to imitate Terence and Plautz in the 
QEcoromy, 
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EC 
Mr. PEAT Ss. 


A N Eton-Scholar, who at Seventeen Years of 
** Age writ a Dramatick-Paſtoral, call'd, 

Love in its Extaſy, 1649. This Piece was com- 
pos'd many Years before printed. 


S998800089 80002020600 02009 


M.. GEORGE DPEtr. 


8 HIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of Queen 

Elizabeth, He was educated at Chriſt- Church 
College, Oxford, where he took the Degree of Maſter 
of Arts. He writ two Plays. | 

I. ED WAR PD the Firs?; an Hiſtorical Play, 1593, 
'This King was ſurnam'd Long Shanks ; and the Piay 
gives an Account of his Return from the Holy Land, 
with the Life of Lleuellin, Rebel in Wales: It alſo 
relates the Story of Queen Eleanor's ſinking near 
Charing-Croſs, and riſing again at Queen-Hithe, before 
call'd Potter s-Hithe. For the Story, ſee Walfingham, 
Grafton, Martin, Hollingshead, Stow, and other Engli) 
Chronicles. 

II. David and BERNSREBA, their Loves, with 
the Tragedy of Abſalom, 15 99. This Play was ſeveral 
times acted with Approbation. Plot from Holy 
Scripture. | | 

Mr. Langbain mentions ſome Remains of Poetry 
written by this Author, publiſh'd in a Book calls, 
E neland's Helicon, | | 
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Max Counteſs of PEMBROKE. 
LADY worthy the higheſt Praiſe and Com- 


S O "ph 
| mendation.- She was that Siſter of the Famous 1 
Om» Sir Philip Sidney, to whom he Dedicated his incom- [| 
. parable Romance, call'd, The Arcadia. She was not | 
only a Lover of the Mules, but a great Encourager [ 
3 of polite Learning, which is very rarely to be found | 
in any of that Sex. Mr. Samuel Daniel very much Ji 
commends this Lady. She tranſlated a Play from | 
the French, call'd, „ Fl 
cen 1 Ax TON Ius, or T he Tragedy of Mark Anthony, 1 
ch 1595 2 1 
ter = 1 
E | 
93, | 1 
% e Mrs. CATHARINE PHILIPS. i 
25 . wi 
210 HE matchleſs ORIN DA was born in Breck” a 
ear 8 nockſhire in Wales, and ſhe was a Contempo- 2 4 
ore rary with, and admir'd by the Great Cowley. Mr. | 
am, | Langbain, to do him Juſtice, 1s very good natur'd in * 
200 | his Account of this Lady. He ſays ſhe was one that 1 
| equall'd the Lesbian SAPPHo, and the Roman Su l- i 
with WWE 71714; and as they were praisd by Horace, Mar- 4 
eral tial, Auſonius, and other ancient Poets; ſo was this | 1 
oly BEEF Lady commended by the Earls of Orrery, Roſcomon, i 
Cole, Flatman, and other eminent Poets. She "ol 
try tranſlated two Plays from the French of Corneille. \| 
',, I. Hokacx; a Tragedy, 1678. Sir John Den- 
am added a Fifth AG to this Play; and it was pre- þ 
I 


— 5 = 9 
"___1r NT XX 


ſented at Court by Perſons of Quality. The Duke | 
| of Monmouth ſpoke the Prologue, wherein are theſe 
RY Lines: | 
| 3g 
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So ſoft, that to our Shame we underſtand, 

They could not fall but from a Lady's Hand. 
Thus while a Woman HoRact did Tranſlate, 
Horace did riſe above a Roman Fate. 


II. PomPtr; a Tragedy, acted at the Duke of 
York's Theatre, 1678. This Play is Dedicated to 
the Counteſs of Cork, and was acted with very great 
Applauſe. My Lord Ryſcomon writ the Prologue, 
wherein he thus Compliments the Ladies and the 


Tranſlator. 


—— You bright Nymphs, give Cæſar leave to Mo, 
The greateſ Wonder of the World but ou, 

And hear a Muſe, who has that Hero taught 

To ſpeak as gen rouſiy as e er he fought. 

Whoſe Eloquence from ſuch a Theme deters 

All Tongues but Engliſh, and all Pens but Hers. 
By the Juli Fares your Sex is doubly bles?, 

Tou Conquer d Cæſar, and you Praiſe him best. 


She died of the Small-Pox, Anno 1664, in the 
31ſt Year of her Age. Theſe Plays were publiſh'd 
in Mrs. Philips Collection of Poems, in Folio, and 


are lately reprinted in Ofavo, There is likewiſe 


extant a Volume of excellent Letters, which paſs d 
between her and Sir Charles Cotterel}, under the 
feign'd Names of Orinda and Polyarchius. 


CSE 6729 es To or en 88796 
WILLIAM PHILIPS, E(qj 


A GENTLEMAN educated in the Kingdom 
of Jreland, Author of one Play, call'd, | 
The Revengeful Queen; a Tragedy, acted at the 


Theatre Royal, 1698. The Story, the Author tells 


us, is taken from Machiavel's Hiſtory of Florence. 
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AMBROSE PHILIPS, Eſq; 


OW a Juſtice of the Peace, formerly Fellow 

of St. John's College, Cambridge. His Excel- 
ſeney in Poetry is Paſtoral, wherein he has equall'd 
his Contemporaries both French and Engliſh, and 
gain'd agreat Reputation. Hehas oblig'd the World 
with one Play. 

The Diſtreſs d Mother; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal with great Applauſe, 1713. Dedi- 
cated to the Datcheſs of Mountague. This Play is 
chiefly a Tranſlation from the French of Racine. 


S Serre 


Mes. Mary PIX. 


f HIS Gentlewoman was the Daughter of Mr. 
Griffith, an eminent Clergyman, born at Nertle- 
bed in Oxfordſhire, and by her Mother's Side was de- 


ſcended from a very conſiderable Family, that of the 
Malis s. She has given us Seven Plays, viz. 


I. The Spaniſb Mies; a Farce of three Acts, acted 
at the Theatre in Dorſet-Garden, 1696, with Ap- 
plauſe. Dedicated to the Honourable Sir Thomas 
Tipping. For the Plot, ſee the Novel of the Pilgrim. 

II. IBR a Him the XII (by her Miſtake calld the 


XII) Emperor of the Turks; a T ragedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1696. Dedicated to Richard 


Minchal, Eſq; This Play has not the Harmony of 
Numbers, nor a Sublimity of Expreſſion ; but the 


| Diſtreſs of Morena is very moving. The Story is to 


be found in Sir Paul Ricaut's Continuation of the 
Turkiſh Hiſtory. ; 
HI. 


— — — ES — — ß p Frum " 
oo = om — — = —— ͤ— - — > - I E — — — — . 
= == — — = £4. : 2 . = = - 8 — Pe — * 8 
— —— . =D ren ne et en _— 2 — — = — = — 8 — N . 
= 3 — = = — — — 7 8 . —— —— — - — — — — — 2 — 2 — —— —_ — — — — ee — CE 4 - - 
A — "Be." I — —— — — —— — — — < — — — .. —-— — 12 — — — —— — — — —ͤͤ = == - — — 
— — SE — — 8 I — —— - — — — = - » — — = — r = Eo = 2 
2 = = 7 — — — . = RT — — — — — - —— =o EY — — 8 T : 2 n — — - — L . I 
- x : —_— IT ES — > In RES v’ — - — — — — — 5 — . — % ad : _ — — — — 2 — 
1 1 — 2 ===> = — —— 9 == — — > — — — — 2 = — — IP — * 2 I — — — —4] 
- : . 2 * - E = : = . — — = — Ez ——— — 3 
— : — — — — — : þ A — == 


— — 


— 


— — 
> I Ts. 
— — 


. X — . 
= == — = — — - Da. 
- T—=£ K — — — — — 
— * 3 Pte —ů ů ů ů —— 
2 — . nt Je * 2 ü 
— — — — 
ER — - - hy * 
= - by % # 5 OE 
1 * — = — —— — a — 
— — = = 2 © 
* 8 "I CO? LAT: — 
— 2 644 ALEC 42 © * 
* * — > & — 
= — DEED = IEEE x — — 
n — — — — 
* — A as 4s — — a 


204 Lives and Characters of the 


III. The Innocent Miſtreſs ; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Little Lincolns-Iun-Fielde, by his Majeſty's 
Servants, 1697. This Play met with very good Sue- 
ceſs, tho' acted in the Summer Seaſon. She has 
borrow'd ſome Incidents from other Plays, particu- 
larly Sir Fopling Flutter. 

IV. Queen CaTHARINE, or The Ruines of Lone; 
2 Tragedy, acted at the Theatre in Little Lincolus- 
Im-Fields, 1698. Dedicated to the Honourable 
Mrs. Cook of Norfolk. For the Plot, conſult Baer, 
Speed, Stow, &c. in the Lives of Edward IV, and 
Henry VI. | 

V. The Deceiver Deceiv'd; a Comedy, likewiſe 
acted at the Theatre in Little Lincolns-Iun-Field;, 


1698. Dedicated to Sir Robert Maſham. 


VI. The Czar of Muſcovy; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane. | 
VII. T he Double Diſtreſs; a Tragedy. Belides 


theſe Plays, ſhe writ a very. ingenious Novel, call'd, 


The Inhuman Cardinal. Dedicated to the Princeſs 
Anne of Denmark. 5 | 
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SAMUEL PORDAGE, Eſq, 


A GENTLEMAN, of the Honourable So- 
ciety of Lincolus-Imm in the Reign of King 
Charles II. He writ two Plays. T2 
I. HERO D and MARIAMNE; a Tragedy, acted 
at the Theatre Royal, 1673. Dedicated to the 
Dutcheſs of Albemarle. This Play was writ many 
Years before it could be brought on the Stage; but 
when it appear'd, it was well receiv'd. Plot from 
Joſeph. Hiſt. Philo- Fudæus, and Cleopatra, a Romance 
in the Story of Tyridates. | 


II. 
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II. T he Siege of Babylon; a Tragi-Comedy, acted 
at the Duke of York's Theatre, 1678. Dedicated to 
her Royal Highneſs the Dutcheſs. This Play is 
funded on the Romance of Caſſandra. 


F 


THOMAS PORTER, Eſq; 


THIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reigns of King 
Charles the I. and II. He writ two Plays. 

I. The Carnival; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre 
Royal, by his Majeſty's Servants, 1664. 

II. The Villain; a Tragedy, acted at the Duke of 
hrs Theatre with great Applauſe. 


oo eee e 
Mr. GEORGE POWELL. 


N excellent Player. He died in the Year 

1714, and was interr'd in the Vault of the 
Pariſh-Church of St. Clements Danes. He has given 
us four Plays. ET 

I. BxuTus of Alba, or AuGusrtvus's Triumph ; 
3 Dramatick Opera, preſented at the Theatre in 
Do;ſet-Garden, 1690. This Play is entirely taken 
from Mr. Tate's Brutus of Alba, and other old Plays. 

II. The Treacherous Brother; a Tragedy, likewiſe 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1690. Dedicated to 
the Patentees of the Theatre. Plot taken from the 
IWall-Elower, a Romance writ by Doctor Baily. 

III. Airrnonso, King of Naples; a Tragedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1691, Dedicated to 
the Datcheſs of Ormond. 

IV. A ver) Good Wife; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1695. Dedicated to the Honour- 
able 
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able Alexander Popham, Eſq; The Prologue to this 
Play is writ by Mr. Congreve. 


Mr. Thomas PRESTON. 


| A N ancient Poet, who writ one Play in old 


Metre, call'd, 

A lamentable Tragedy, mixt full of pleaſant Mirth; 
containing the Life of CamBYSEs, from the Beginning 
of his Reign unto his Death; his one good Deed of Exe- 
cution, after the many wicked Deeds, and tyrannous Mur- 
ders committed by and through him. And last of all, his 
odious Death, by God's Fuſtice appointed. The Story 


is taken from Herodotus and Juſtin. 
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My. EDMUND PRESTWICH. 


TJ HI S Author writ two Plays, viz. | 

I. Hieeoritvs; a Tragedy, 1641. The 

Plot is taken from Sexeca, or the Phadra of Euripides, 
II. The Hectors; a Tragedy. 


N 
2 


FRANCIS QUARLES, Eſq; 
HIS Gentleman was Son of James Quarle, 


Eſq; Clerk of the Green- Cloth, and Purveyor 


to Queen Elizabeth, He was born at On 2 
Tf Ss at 
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Seat in the Pariſh of Rumford in EYex ; from whence 
he was ſent to Peter-Houſe, and finiſh'd his Educa- 
tion in Chris- College, Cambridge: Afterwards he was 
a Member of Lincolus-Iun, Cupbearer to the Queen 
of Bohemia, and Secretary to Arch-Biſhop Mer. 
He endur'd a ſevere Proſecution for writing a Book 
call'd, The Loyal Convert. He died the Year 1644, 
in the Two ard Fiftieth Year of his Age, and was 
buried in St. Feſter's Church, London. He writ one 
Play, call'd, 

The Virgin Widow ; a Comedy, printed in the Year 
1649. 

This Author writ ſeyeral other Pieces, as his 
Emblems, a Book of Poems, in which are the Hiſ- 
tories of Sampſon, Jonah, Eſther, and Jeb Militant ; 
Argalus and Parthenia; Pentalogia, or The Quinteſſexce 
of Meditation; The Loyal Convert, &c. 


LUBE LR N N 
R. 


Mr. THOMAS RANDOLP R. 


1 A POET that liv'd in the Reign of King 


Charles J. He was born at Houghton in 
Northampton/hire', educated at Weſtminſter - School, 
rom whence he was remov'd to Trinty-College, Cam- 
Hage, where he became Fellow; but he died young. 
He was a Man of a pregnant Wit, gay Humour, 
and of excellent Learning, which gain'd him the Eſ- 
teem of the polite Part of the Town, and particu- 
larly recommended him to the Favour of Ben John- 


e, who adopted him one of his Sons, and held him 


equal Eſteem with the ingenious Mr. Cartwright, 
an- 
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another of the Laureat's adopted Sons. He writ © 
the following Plays : | 

I. Hey for Honeſty, Down with Knavery; a Comedy, 
tranſlated from Ariſtophanes's Plutus, 165 1. 

II. The Jealous Lovers; a Comedy, preſented be- 

fore their Majeſties at the Univerſity of Cambridge, 
by the Students of Trinity-College, 1668. This Play 
was commended by Copies of Verſes from the moſt 
eminent Wits of both Univerſities, and was acted 
with Applauſe. It was reviv'd on the Theatre at 
London, 1685. | 
III. The Muſes Looking-Glaſs ; a Comedy, 1681, 
This Play was firſt call'd by the Author, The Er- 
tertaiument, and was very much commended by Sir 
Aſton Cockain aud Mr. Rich of Chriſt-Church-College, 
Oxon. | ; 

IV. ArisTiPPUs, or The Fovial Philoſopher ; a 
Tragi-Comedy, 1688. To which is added, The 
Conceited Pedlar, a Farce. 

V. Amynras, or The Dnpoſſible Dowry ; a Paſ- 
toral, preſented before the King and Queen at 
IVhite-Hall, 1688. Four of theſe Plays were printed 


with his Poems at Oxford. He writ an Anſwer to 


Ben Johnſon's Ode in Defenſe of his New Inn, to 
perſwade him not to leave the Stage, which begins 
thus: 


BN, do not leave the Stage, 
"Cauſe tis a loathſome Age : 
For Pride and Impudence will grow too bold, 
When they ſhall hear it told 
They frighted Thee; ſtand high as is thy Cauſe, 
Their Hiſs is thy Applauſe ; | 
More jut were thy Diſdain, 
Had they approv d thy Vein : 
So Thou for Them, and They for Thee were Born; 
They to Incenſe, and Thou as much to Scorn. 


M. 
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My. ED WAR D RAVENSCROFT. 


TH I'S Gentleman was deſcended from an an- 
cient Family. He enter'd himſelf of the Middle- 
Temple, but made no Progreſs in the Study of the 
Law. Mr. Langbain gives him the Character of Mi- 
Colkctor. He publiſh'd Eleven Plays, viz. 
. The Careleſs Levers; a Comedy, acted at the 
Duke of Works Theatre, 1673. Part of this Play 
is borrow'd from Molierès Menſieur de Peurceaugnac. 

II. Mamamouchi, or The Citizen turn'd Gentleman; 
2 Comedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1675. De- 
dicated-to his Highneſs Prince Rupert. Part of this 
Play is taken from Molere's le Burgesis Gentilhomme. 

III. SCARAMOUCH a Philifſopher, HARLEQUIN 
a Shoo!-Boy, BRavo a Merchant and Magician; à 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1677. This 
Play is written after the Laliun Manner, and the 
Poet boaſts of having brought a new ſort of Comedy 
on our Stage; but Mr. Laugbain will not allow any 
one Scene of it to be the genuine Offspring of his 
own Brain, and eſteems him rather the Midwite than 
the Parent of this Piece. Part cf this Play is taken 
from Molierès le Burgeois Gentilhomme, and Le Mar- 
riage Force. | 

IV. The Wrangling Lovers, or The Lvifible Miſtreſs 
Comedy, acted at the Duke of Vos Theatre, 1677. 
This Pay is founded upon Corneile's Les Engagements 
4% Huxard, and a Spaniſh Romance, call'd, Deceptio 
iſs, or Seeing and Believing are two Things. : 

V. Aing EDGaR and ALFREDA; a Tragedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1677. This Play 
Mx. Langbain allows to be the Author's own. The 

7 Story 
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Story is taken from the Annals of Love, a Novel, and 
Malmesbury, Grafton, Stow, Speed, and other Eg 
Chronicles. 

VI. The Engliſh Lawyer; a Comedy, accd at the 
Theatre Royal, 1678. This is only a Tranſlation 
of the celebrated Latin Comedy of Jenoramus, writ 
by Mr. Ruggle of Clire-Hall, Cambridge. 8 
VII. The London Cuckolds ; a Comedy, acted at the 
Duke of York's Theatre, 1683. This is the mol 
diverting Play the Author ever writ, but much of 
it is borrow'd from Novels. The Plot from Sca;rw's 
Novels, Novel 1. The Eruitleſs Precaution, from lt; 
Contes Du-Sieur D'ouvilie, Part II. p. 121, and from 
Boccace's Novels. 

VIII. Dame DozsoN, or The Cunning Woman; 
2 Comedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1684. 
This is a Tranſlation of a French Comedy, call'd, 
La Devenireſſe, ou les faux Enchantments, and miſcat- 
ried in the Action. 

IX. The Canterbury Gueſts, or A Bargain Broten; 2 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1695. De- 
dicated to Rowland Eyre, Eſq; This Play met with 
bur indifferent Succels. OO 

N. The Anatomist, or The Sham Doctor; a Comedy, 
acted with Applauſe at the Theatre in Little Lincoln 
In-Fields, 1697. Dedicated to Thomas Ravenſcrift, 
Eſq; 5 

NI. The Italian Husband ; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Little Lincolns-{:m-Fields, 1697 To this 
Play, beſides the Prologue, is prefix'd a Dialogue, 
which the Author calls the Prelude, manag'd by the 
Poet, a Critick, and one Mr. Peregrine, the Poet“ 
Friend. This Poct ſeems to be under the ſame Miß 
take with ſome other of our modern Writers, who 
are fond of barbarous and bloody Stories, and think 
no Tragedy can be good without ſome Villan 


in it. | 
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Mr. Ravenſcroft reviv'd and alter'd HHabeſbear's 
Tirus ANDRONICUS. 


Mr. THOMAS RAWLINS. 
RINCIPAL Graver of the Mint in the 
Reigns of King Charles I, and II. He writ two 


Plays, 
I. The Rebellion ; a Tragedy, aced by his Majeſty's 


Company of Revels, 1640. Dedicated to Robert Ducie, 


Eſq; This Play was acted with great Applauſe, and 
has ſeveral Copies of Verſes in its Commendation. 

II. Tou ESSEN CE, or The Meodiſh Wife ; a Co- 
medy. This Play ſucceeded very well. Part of it 
s taken from Moliere's le Cocu Imaginaire. 


. E lp hp ep E 


Mr. NATHANIEL RICHARDS. 


ABOUT the Beginning of the Civil Wars, in 
the Reign of King Charles IJ. This Gentleman 


writ one Play. 


Mess ALINa, the Roman Empreſs; a Tragedy, 
:&ed by the Company of his Majeſty's Revels, 1640. 
Dedicated to the Lord, Viſcount Rochford. Plot from 
Suetontus, Claudian, Pliny, Juvenal, &c. 
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Mr. WILLIAM RIDER, M. A: 


DTH OR of one Play, in the Reign of King 
Charles II, call'd, 5 
The Twins ; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the private 
Houſe in Salizbury-Court with Applauſe, 165 5. 1 
Ot 1 I- 
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Aananunnannanngnnnnnee 
NICHOLAS RO WE; Eſq; 


T HIS Gentleman was born at Little Berkford, in 

the County of Bedford. He is deſcended from the 
Family of the Rowes of Lamerton in Devon bire, and 
is the only ſurviving Son of John Rowe, Eſq; Serjeant 
at Law. He was firſt plac'd to a private School at 
Highgate ; and afterwards put under the Care of 
the Reverend Dr. Busby, in Meſtminſter-School; from 
thence he remov'd to the Middle-Temple, where, at- 
ter a conſiderable Progreſs in the Study of the Law, he 
was call'd to the Bar, and attain'd a Reputation ſuit- 
able to his Merit; but he early quitted thoſe dry and 
laborious Studies, to purſue the more pleaſing Bent 
of his Genius in polite Literature. 

He was, in the late Reign, near Three Years 
Under-Secretary to the Duke of Queensborough and 
Dover, Principal Secretary of State; and ſince his 
Majeſty's Acceſſion, he has had conferr'd on him the 
Places of Clerk of the Council to his Royal High- 
neſs the Prince of Hales, Poet-Laureat to his Ma- 
jeſty, one of the Land-Surveyors of the Cuſtoms in 
the Port of London, and Secretary of the Preſenta- 

tions to the Lord High-Chancellor of Great Britain, 

* Mr. Rowe is eaſy and inſtructive in his Converſa- 
tion, polite in his Manners, and perfectly ſincere in 
his Profeſſions of Friendſhip. In his Writings there 
is a beauty of Expreſſion, a maſterly Wit, a nervous 
Strength, and a Diction more exactly Dramatick 
than appears in the Works of any other Modern 
Author. His Talent is Tragedy, and he has 
oblig'd us with the following Performances: 

I. The Ambitions Step-Mether; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre in Liaco/us-4in-Fields, Dedicated to the 
Earl of Jerſey. LT« 
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II. TAMERLANE; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Lincolus-Inn-Fields. Dedicated to the 
Marquiſs of Hartington, now Duke of Devonſhire. 
This Play was wrote in Compliment to King Al- 
liam III. It was at firſt receiv'd (and continues ſtill to 
be acted) with very great Applauſe. 

III. The Fair Penitent ; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Lincolas-[an-Fields, Dedicated to the 
Dutcheſs of Ofmond. 

IV. The Biter; a Comedy of Three Acts, per- 
form'd at the Theatre in Licolns-Iam-Fields. 

V. ULYSSES; a Tragedy, acted at the Queen's 
Theatre in the Hay-Market. Dedicated to the Earl 
of Codolphin. | 

VL The Royal Convert; a Tragedy, acted at the 

neen's Theatre in the Hay-Market. Dedicated to 
Charles Earl of Halifax. 

VII. The Tragedy of Janz Short; written in 
Imitation of Shakeſpear”'s Stile, acted at the Theatre 
Royal in Drury-Lane. Dedicated to the Duke of 
Queensborough and Dover. 

VIII. The Tragedy of the Lady IAN E GRay; 
acted at the Theatre Royal in Drun)-Lane. Dedi- 
cated to her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Males. 

All Mr. Rowe's Tragedies have ſucceed:d, and 
indeed they cannot be too much applauded. They 
are now printed in Two Volumes 12 with a ge- 
neral Dedication to Edward Henry Earl of H/arwick 
and Holand, Beſides theſe, and his other Poetical 
Writings, he has given us an excellent Tranſlation 
of Lucan. 

cannot omit concluding with what a certain 
Gentleman has obſerv d of Mr. Rowe, which is the 
more juſt for being mention'd in a Satire.“ 


"Twas He that wrote Immortal Tamerlane. 


F 3 vr. 


* Faction Diſolay'd. 
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M.. WILLIAM ROWLEx. 
A POET that liv'd in the Reign of King 


Charles T. He was ſome time a Student at 
Pembroke-Hall, Cambridge, and not only well known 
to, but aſſociated with Shakeſpear, Fletcher, Maſſinger, 
Marſton, Webſter, and other eminent Poets ot that 
Age. He writ Six Plays, 

I. 4 New Wonder, a Woman never Vext; a 8 
dy, acted Anno 163 2. The Widow's finding her 
Wedding-Ring, (which ſhe dropt croſſing the Tamer ) 
in the Belly of a Fiſh, is taken f.om the Ney of 
Polycrates in the Thalia of Herodotus, 

II. 4 Match at Midnight; a Comedy, acted by 
the Children of the Revels, 1633. Part of the Par 
is taken from a Story i in the Engliſb Rogue, Part IV. 
C29, 

III. Alls lust by Luz; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Phenix in Drury-Lane, by the Lady Elizabeth's Ser- 
vants, 1633. This was eſtecm'd a very good Play. 
Story from Surites Aunal, lib. 1. c. 1. Turquet, lb. 
5. c. 30. Unfortunate Lovers, Nv. 3. 

IV. 4 Shoemaker 's a Gentleman : a Comedy, acted 
at the Red Bull, 1638. This Play was afterwards 
revivd at the Theatre in Do: ſet- Garden. Plot from 
Criſpin and Criſpianus, or The Hiſtory of the Gene- 


: Craft. 


V. The Witch of Edmonton; a Tragi- -Comedy, 
acted by the Prince's Servants at the Cockpit i in Dru;y- 
Lane, 1658. This Play was afterwards acted at 
Court with great Applauſe. | 

VI. The Birth of MERLIN, or The Child has left 
a Father ; 4 Tragi-Comedy „ 1662. Plot from Ger. 
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of Monmouth, Pol. Virgil, Stow, Speed, &c. Shakeſpear 


| affilted in this Play. He join d with Middleton in 


his Haul Gypfres, eſter in his Thracian Wouder, &C. 
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Mr. SAMUEL ROWLEY. 


A N Author in the Reign of King Charles I. He 
ſtil'd himſelf Servant to the Prince of Wales; 
and two Plays appear under his Name. 

I. I hen you fee me you know me; an Hiſtorical Play 
of Henry VIII, with the Birth and virtuous Life of 
Edward Prince of Wales, ated by the Prince of 
IVales's Servants, 1632. Plot from the Exgliſß Chro- 
nicles, Lord Herbert's Life of Henry VIII. 

II. The Noble Spaniſh Soldier, or A Contract Broken 
juſtly Revengd; a Tragedy, printed after the Au- 
thor's Death, 1634. 


EF 
Mr. Jo ES FHH RU TEM 


HIS Gentleman was a Dependant on the Fa- 
mily of the Lord Dorſet, in the Reign of King 


Charles I, and Servant to King Charles II. He writ 


one Play, and tranſlated two others, by the Com- 


mand of his Majeſty and the Lord Dorſer. 
I. 27% Shepherd's Hiyday; a Tragi-Comi-Paſtoral, 
preſented before their Majeſties at H/hite-Hall, by 


the Queen's Servants, 1635. Mr. Langbain ſtiles this 
Piece the Nobler Sort of Paſtoral, being written in 
Blank Verſe. x 

II. The CID; a Tragi-Comedy, acted before their 


Majeſties at Court, and at the Cockpit in Drury-Laue, 


4 163 7. 
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1637. Dedicated to Edward Earl of Dorſee, 4 
Tranſlation from Corneile; and the young Lord Dur- 
ſet aſſiſted in it. 

III. The CIp, Part II; a Tragi-Comedy, 1630. 
Dedicated to the Lady Theophila Cook. This Part is 
alſo a Tranſſation from Corneile. Theſe Plays are 
founded on Hiltory ; ſee Roderic de Toledo, and Mu- 
riana, &C. 
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THOMAS RT ME R, Eſq; 


GENTLEMAN born in the North of Erg- 
land, and who had Univerſity Education. He 
was a Member of the Society of Grays-1zm, and ſuc- 
ceeded Mr. Shadwel/ as Hiſtoriographer to King 
William III. He was a Man of great Learning, 
and a Lover of Poetry; this led him to the Perufal 
of thoſe Authors which ſet him up for a Critick ; but 
in his View of the Tragedies of the lat Age, he has 
been more ſevere. than juſt in his Criticiſms upon 
Shakeſpear ; and Jam of Opinion with Mr. Langbain, 
that his Talents tor Dramatick Poetry were very in- 
fer ior to thoſe of the Perſons he cenſur'd. He writ 
one Tragedy, | , 
EDG AR, or The Engliſh Monarch; an Heroick 
Tragedy, 1678. Dedicated to King Charles II. For 
the Plot, conſult V. Mulme bus), Huntingdon, Pol. Vin 
gil, Hgden, Graſten, u, &. He likewiſe publiſh'd 
ſome Origiral Poems and Tranſlations. He had 
not a Genius for Poetry, but was an excellent An- 
tiquary and Hiſtorian. Some of his Pieces relating 
to our Coftitiition are very good; and his valuable 
Collection of the Fo: DER a, Cc. will be a laſting 
Monument of his Worth. 


8. Ar. 
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Mr. THOMAS SACKVILE, 
Ste NORTON. 


Sir THoOMAs St. SERFE. 


SCO Gentleman, who in the Reign of 
A King Char en Il, writ a Play, call'd, 
IARU GO Mile, or The Cofpee- Houſe a Co- 
medy, actcd ar the Duke or York's Theatre, 1668. 
Dedicated to the Marquiſs of Huutley. Part of this 
Comedy is built on the aαnͥꝛi Piay, No Puedeſer, or 
I cannot be. The late Earl of Dorſet writ an excellent 
Copy of Verſes to the Author upon its Publica- 
tion, which are as follow: 


 TarvGo gave us Winder and Delight, 
When he 660 'd the World by Candlelight: 
But now he's ventur d on the Face of Day, 
“ cblige and ſerve his Friends a ncbler Way; 
Make all our Old Men Wits, Stateſmen the Teung, 
Aud teach ev n Engliſh Men the Engliſh Tongue. 
James, oz whoſe Reign all peaceful Stars did ſmile, 
Did but attempt th Uniting of our Ille. 
What Kings, and Nature, only could deſign, 
Shall be accompliſh 4 by this Mork of thine : 
For who is ſuch a Cockney in his Heart, 
Proud of the Plenty of the Southern Part, 
To Acorn that Union, by which he may 
Boas? © u his Country- mam that writ this Play? 
Phœbus 


ney 
itt q 
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Phoebus himſelf, indulgent ta thy Muſe, 

Has to thy Country ſent this kind Excuſe - 

Fair Northern Laſs, it is not thro Neglect 

I court thee at a Diſtance, but Ręſpect. 

I cannot act, my Paſſion is ſo great, | 
But I'll make up in Light, what wants in Heat. 
On thee I will beſtow my longest Days, 

And crown thy Sons with everlaſting Bays : 

My Beams that reach thee ſhall employ their Pow'rs 
To ripen Souls of Men, not Fruits or Flow'rs. 
Let warmer Climes my fading Favours boat, 


Poets and Stars ſhine brightes? in the Frog, 
i ho hp hp lp ep hp hp he he ppp ts 
M.. WILLIAM SAMPSON, 


A GENTLEMAN retain'd in the Family of 
Sir Henry Willoughby, of Richley in Derbyſhire, in 

the Reign of King Charles I. He writ one Play, 
The Vouw-Breaker, or The Fair Maid of Clifton in 
Nottinghamſhire; a Tragedy, acted with great Ap- 


plauſe, 1633. Dedicated to Mrs. Aune Willoughby. 


He alſo join'd with Mr. Markham in his Herod and 
Antipater. 


enen 


GEORGE SAN DVS, Eſq; 


FT: HIS Gentleman was Son of Edwin Arch-Biſhop 
of Jork, born at Brijhop's Thorp in Torkſhire, in 


the Year 1577- Ar Eleven Years of Age he was 


ſent to the Unixerſity of Oxford, and enter'd in 


St. Mary's Hall there. In the Year 1610, (remark- 


able for the Murder of Heury IV of France) he made 


the Tour of France, Italy, Turkey, Paleſtine, &c. and 
On 


3 
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on his Return, he publiſh'd an Account of his Txa- 
urls, and the following Play. 

Christ's Paſſion ; a Tragedy, 1640. Dedicated to 
King Charles I. Tranſlated from the Latin of Hugo 
Gretins, with Annotations. It is excellently well 
done, and in the Year 1688 it was reprinted. 

He tranſlated Ovid's Metamorphoſis, the whole 
Fifteen Books, the firſt Book of Virgil's Æneis, &c. 


He died at Boxley-Abbey in Kent, being the Seat of 


his Nephew Mr. Mat, Anno 1643, and is buried in 
the Chancel of that Church, 


FFC 


Mr. CHARLES SAUNDERS. 


YOUNG Gentleman, who, in the Reign 
of King Charles II, writ a Play whilſt he was 
a King's Scholar at Weſtminſter-School, call'd, 
TAaMBERLAIN the Great; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1681. This Play was likewiſe 
ated before the King at Oxford, with great Ap- 
plauſe; and it is highly commended by Mr. Banks 
and other Poets. Plot from Aſteria, and Tamerlane, 
a Novel. | 


2 2 2 852 8 23. 5 2 . 84.) 8 ) 8 2 5 


Ar. Ino 


[' HIS Gentleman, Secretary to the Earl of Rox- 
burgh, was educated at Weſtminſter-School, from 
whence he remov'd to the Univerſity of Cambridge, 
_ there finiſh'd his Education. He has writ two 
lays. | 
I. The Mock-Marriage; a Comedy, acted at the 


Theatre in Dorſet-Garden, 1696. This Play met with 


pretty 


220 Lives and Characters of the 


pretty good Succeſs, conſidering the Seaſon of the 
Year, and its being the firſt Eſſay of a young 
Writer. E 

II. The Unhappy Kindneſs, or 4 Fruitleſs Revenge; a 
Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal. This 
is only Fletcher's Wife for a Month alter d; and the 
Character of the Wife to provoke the Husband to 
eaſe her of her Maidenhead,is heighten'd in this Play, 


. ELKANAH SETTLE, 


OW Czity-Poet. This Gentleman was ſome 

time at Trinity-College, Oxcn ; upon his co- 

ming to London, and being poſſeſs d with the Spirit 
of Poetry, he ſpent a very good Fortune. When 
his Neceſſities firſt obliged him to write, his Uncer- 
tainty in his Political Principles did him a Prejudice, 
ard ar laſt he made a Reſolution of quitting all Pre- 
tenſions to State- Craft, and to ſculk into a Corner 
of the Stage, and there die contented, which is his 
own Expreſſion in the Preface to one of his Pieces. 
He has writ Fifteen Plays, with various Succeſs : 
His Talent is Tragedy, and Mr. Langbain tells us, 
that he was Tragically dealt withal by Mr. Dryden, 
in his Diſpute with him. His Plays are as follow: 
I. The Empreſs of Morocco; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Duke of Is Theatre with great Applauſe, 
It was ſo much in Eſteem, as to be perform'd at 


Court, and the Lords and Ladies of the Bed- 


Chamber play'd in it, 1673. Dedicated to Hen) 
Earl of Norwich, Earl-Marſhal of England. This 
Play is writ in Heroick Verſe, and illuſtrated with 
Cuts, being the firſt Play that ever was ſo adorn'd. 
Mr. Dryden, Mr. Shadiwel and Mr. Crown writ againſt 
it, which began a famous Controverſy eg 
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the Wits of the Town, wherein Mr. Dryden was 

roughly handled, particularly by the Lord Rocheſter 
and the Duke of Buckingham, and Mr. Settle got the 
better of the Argument. 

II. Love and Revenge; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Dake of Ves Theatre, 1675. Dedicated to the 
Duke of Newcaſtle, Great Part of this Play is ta- 
ken from The Fatal Contract, writ by Mr. Hemmings. 

III. CampBrYsEs King of Perſia; a Tragedy, acted 
at the Duke's Theatre, 1675. Dedicated to the 
Dutcheſs of Monmouth. This Tragedy is written in 
Heroick Verſe. The Plot from Juſtin, lib. 1. c. 9. 
Ammiauus Murcellinus, hib. 23. Herodotus, &c. 


IV. The Conquest of China by the Tartars ; a Tra- 


gedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1676. Dedi- 
cated to the Lord Howard of Caſtle-Riſing. This 
Play is likewiſe writ in Heroick Verſe, and founded 
on Hiſtory. For the Story, conſult Heylin's Coſmo- 
graphy, The Conquest of China, written by Palafax, 
Lewis de Guſman, &C. | 

V. IBRAHim, the Iluſtrious Baſſa; a Tragedy, 
acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1677. Dedicated to 
the Dutcheſs of Albemarle. Plot from The Nluſtrions 
Baſſa, a Romance, by Scudery. | 

VI. PasTror Fipo, or The Fuithful Shepherd; 

a Dramatick Paſtoral, preſented at the Dake of Tork's 
Theatre, 1677. Dedicated to the Lady Elizabeth 
Delaval, This is Sir Richard Fanſhaw's Tranſlation 
from the Talian of Guarini, improv d. 
VII. Frtal Love, or The forc'd Iuconſtancy; a Tra- 
gedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1680. Dedi- 
cated to Sir Rebert Owen, The Plot of this Play is 
taken from Achilles Tatius's Clitiphon, and Leucippe, a 
Romance, tranſlated into Egliſb. 

VIII. The Female Prelate, or The Hiſtory of the 
Life and Death of Pope Jo AN; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1680. Dedicated to the _ 
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of Haftesbury. Plot from Platina's Lives of the Piper 
tranſlated by Sir Paul Ricaut, and a ſmall Book of 
The Life and Death of Pope Joan, writ by Mr. Cob, 

IX. The Heir of Morocco, with the Death of Gay 
land; a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1682. 
Dedicated to the Lady Wentworth. 

X. Diſtreſs'd Imocence ; or The Princeſs of Perſia, 
a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1691. De- 
dicated to John Lord Cutts. This Play was ated 
with Applauſe. The Author owns himſelf obligd 
to Mr. Betterton for ſome valuable Hints in this Play, 
and that Mr. Montfort wrote the laſt Scene of it. 

XI. The Ambitions Slave, or A Generous Revenge; 
a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1694. De- 
dicated to John Bright, Eſq; This Play met with 
but ill Succeſs. The Scene is laid in Perſia. 

XII. The World in the Moon; a Dramatick-Comic- 
Opera, pertorm'd at the Theatre in Dor ſer-Garden, 
by his Majeſty's Servants, 1698. Dedicated to Chr- 
ſtopher Rich, Eſq; 

XIII. The City Ramble, or The Play-houſe Wedding; 
a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal. 

XIV. The Virgin Propheteſs, or The Fate of Troy 
an Opera. 

XV. The Ladies Triumph; a Comic-Opera, pre- 
ſented at the Theatre in Lincolus-Inu-Fields by Sub- 


ſcription, 1718. 


THOMAS SHADWELL, £(q 


HIS Gentleman was deſcended from a very 
good Family in the County of Norfolk. He 
was very much in favour with the Quality, parti- 


cularly the late Earl of Do:ſet, who was his great Pa- 
tron, 
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tron, and by his Lordſhip's Intereſt at Court at the 
Revolution, he ſucceeded Mr. Dryden as Poet-Lau- 
reat. His Talent was Comedy, ard in his Plays 
there is a great variety of Characters. He well un- 
derſtood Humour, and could draw a Coxcomb in 
perfection; but he ſeem d to be deficient in perfect- 
ing the Character of a fine Gentleman. In moſt of 
his Plays he endeavour'd to imitate Ben Johnſon. 
They are as follow : 

I. The Royal Shepherdeſs; a Tragi-Comedy, acted 


by the Duke of Tork's Servants, 1669. This Play 


was acted with Applauſe. It is taken from a Co- 
medy writ by Mr. Fountain, call'd, The Reward of 


Virtue. 


II. The Sullen Lovers, or The Impertinents; a Come- 
dy, acted at the Duke of ys Theatre, 1670. De- 
dicated to Milliam Duke of Neucaſtle. The Author 
owns in his Preface, that he took a Hint in his Plot 
from Moliere's Les Facheux. 

III. The Humouriſts; a Comedy, a&ed by the 
Duke of Tork's Servants, 1671. Dedicated to the 
Dutcheſs of Newcaſtle, Tho' I have very little re- 
gard for punning Wit, I cannot help ſaying, that 
the Humour of the Town occaſion'd this Play ma- 
ny Enemies. 

IV. The Miſer ; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre 
Royal, 1672. Dedicated to the Earl of Dorſet and 
Middleſex. The Plot of this Play is taken from 
Molierèð I. Avare, 

V. PSTICHE; an Opera, preſented at the Duke 
of Joes Theatre, 1675. Dedicated to James Duke 
of Monmouth. Part of this Play is taken from the 
euch Pſiche, and Apuleins's Golden Aſs. 

VI. Epſom Wells; a Comedy, acted at the Duke 
ot ,s Theatre, 1676. Dedicated to the Duke of 
V=,1/tle. This is a very diverting Play. 


VII. 
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VII. The Virtuoſo; a Comedy, acted at the Duke 
of York's Theatre, 1676. Dedicated to the Duke of 
Newcaſtle. This Play contains great variety of 
Humour. 

VIII. The Libertine; a Tragedy, acted by the Dale 
of York's Servants, 1676. Dedicated to the Dale 
of Newcaſtle, This Play was acted with great Ap- 
plauſe, and is eſteem'd one of the beſt of our Au- 
thor's Performances. | | 

IX. Timon of Athens, or The Man-Hater ; a Tra- 
gedy, acted at the Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1678, 

Dedicated to the Duke of Buckingham. The 
greateſt part of this Tragedy is taken from Hale 
ſpear's Play of the ſame Name. 

X. The True Widow; a Comedy, acted at the 
Duke's Theatre, 1679. Dedicated to Sir Charles 
Sidley. Mr. Langlain tells us, that the Characters 
and Humour in this Comedy are as well done as in 
any of that Age; but it did not meet with very 
gocd Succeſs on the Stage. 

XI. The Wimai-Captain ; a Comedy, acted at the 
Duke's Theatre, 1680. Dedicated to Henry Lord 
Ogle, Son to the Dake of Newcaſtle. This Play was 
acted with Applauſe. 

XII. The Lancaſhire Witches, aud Teague O Divelh, 
the Iriſh Prief?; a Comedy, acted at the D.ke's 
Theatre, 1682. This 1s a very entertaining Come- 
dy, and Mr. Heywocd and Brome have both writ on 
the ſame Subject. | 

XIII. The *Squire of Alſatia ; a Comedy, acted by 
their Majeſties Servants, 1688. Dedicated to the 
Earl of Doi ſet and Middleſex. This Play is founded 


on Terence's Adelphi, aud was acted with very great 


Applauſe. Mr. Langbain tells us, that in this Play, 
and the Lancaſhire Witches there are ſeveral Reflections 
on the Clergy. 


XIV. 
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XIV. Bury-Fuir ; a Comedy, acted by his Ma- 
jelty's Servants, 1689. Dedicated to Charles Earl 
of Dorſet and Middleſex, then Lord Chamberlain of 
his Majeſty's Houſhold. Part of this Play is taken 
from the Duke of Newcaſtle's Triumphant Widow, and 
Motere's Precieuſes Ridicules. 

XV. The Amorous Bigot, with the Second Part of 
Teague O Dively; acted by their Majeſties Servants, 
1690, Dedicated to the Dake of Shrewsbury, 

XVI. The Scowrers; a Comedy, acted by their 
Majeſties Servants, 1691. Dedicated to Queen Mary. 
This Play contains a great deal of low Humour. 
The Character of Eugenia ſeems to be a Copy of 
Harriot, in one of Sir George Etherege's Plays. 

XVII. The Volunteers, or The Stock-Fobbers ; a Co- 

' medy, 1693. Dedicated by the Author's Widow 
to the virtuous Queen Mary. Some Hints of this 
Play, in the Character of Sir Timothy Caſtril, ſeem to 
be taken from Fletcher's Little French Lawyer. 

This Author likewiſe writ ſeveral other Pieces of 
Poetry, the chief whereof are, his Congratulatory 
Poem on his Highneſs the Prince of Orange's Coming 

| to Exg/azd ; another on Queen Mary ; his Tranſlation 
of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal, &c. Moſt of the 

| Poetical World have heard of the great Difference 
between him and Mr. D. den, which produced that 
ſevere Satire of AMac-Fleckno from the latter; to 

| waich Mr. Shadwell made a ſort of Reply in the Pre- 

| face to a Pozm he publiſh'd ſoon after. He died in 
te Tear 1692, and lies buried in L/eſtminſter- Abbey, 
near the Remains of the famous Spenſer. There is 

| over him a white Marble Monument, with his Buſto, 
nd this Inſcription : | 


Thomas Shadwell, Armiger, Antiqua ſtirpe in Comi- 
tatu Staffordiz Oriundus, Poeta Laureatus & Hi, 
toricgraphus Regius. Obiit nono die Dec. Anno Dom. 
1692. tat. ſuæ, 52. 2 H. 
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In perpetuam pietatis Memoriam 


Fehannes Shadwell, M. D. Thoma F. 
„„ 
Mr. CHARLES SHAD W ELI. 


HIS Gentleman was Nephew to Thong 
. Shadwell, Eſq; He has writ two Plays. 
I. The Fair Quaker of Deal, or The Humours of tl; 
Navy; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal with 
Applauſe, 1714. Dedicated to his Friends in the 
County of Kent. | 
II. The Humours of the Army; a Comedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1716. 


OCD CODCCCDCCDoccggcnunﬀnCn cocoon 


My. WILLIAM SHAKESPEAR 


E was the Son of Mr. John Shakeſpear, and 

was born at Stratford upon Avon, in Warwid- 
ſhire, 1n April 1564. His Family, as appears by the 
Regiſter and publick Writings relating to that 
Town, were of good Figure and Faſhion there, and 
are mention'd as Gentlemen. His Father, who was 
a conſiderable Dealer in Wool, had fo large a Fi 
mily, Ten Children in all, that, though he was his 
eldeſt Son, he could give him no better Education 
than his own Employment. He had bred him for 
ſome time at a Free-Schoo!, where he acquird thc 


Knowledge of the Latin Tongue; but the Narrow”. 
neſs of his Circumſtances, and the want of his Ab; 
ſiſtance at Home, forc d his Father to withdraw him 


from thence, and unhappily prevented his farther 
Proficiency in Learning. 


Upon 
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Upon his leaving School, he ſeems to have given 
intirely into that way of living which his Father 
\ropos'd to him; and in order to ſettle in the 
World, he, while very young, married the Daugh- 
ter of Mr. Huthaway, a ſubſtantial Yeoman in the 
Neighbourhood of Stratford. 

In this kind of Settlement he continued for ſome 
time, till an Extravagance that he was guilty of, 
forc'd him both out of his Country and that way of 
living which he had taken up; and tho' it ſeemd at 
firſt to de a Biemiſh upon his good Manners, and a 
Misfortune to him, yet it afterwards happily prov d 
the Occation of exerting one of the greateſt Genius's 
that ever was known in Dramatick Poetry. He 
was ſevercly proſecuted by Sir Thomas Lucy of Cherle- 
c:t, near Stratford, for joining with ſome young Fel- 
lows, more than once, in robbing his Park. This 
Proſecution oblig'd him to ſhelter himſelf in London; 
ard it was upon this Accident, that he is ſaid to 
have made his firlt Acquaintance in the Playhouſe, 
wherein he was receiv d at firſt in a very mean Rank ; 
but his admirable Wit, and the natural Turn of it 
to the Stage, ſoon diltinguiſh'd him, if not as an 
extraordinary Actor, yet as an excellent Writer. 
could never meet with any farther Account of him, 
25 to the Parts he us to play, than that the Top 
ot his Performance was the Gh: in his own H a M- 
T. It would be a great Paſure to ſee and know 
dat was the firſt Eſſay of a Fancy like Shakeſpear s. 
Mr. D-ydea ſeems to think that PERICLES is one 
ot his firſt Plays; but tho' the Order of Time, in 
zhich the ſeveral Pieces were written, be generally 
uncertain, yet there are Paſſages in ſome of them 
waich ſeem to fix their Dates. Whatever the par- 


ticular Times of his Writing were, the People of 


his Age Could not but be highly pleas d to ſee a Ge- 


4 ariſe amongſt them of ſo pleaſurable, fo rich a 
Q 2 Vein, 
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Vein, and ſo plentifully capable of furniſhing theit 
favourite Entertainments. Beſides the Advantages 
of his Wit, he was in himſelf a good-natur'd Man, 
of great Sweetneſs in his Manners, and a moſt agree. 
able Companion; ſo that it is no wonder he made 
himſelf acquainted with the beſt Converſations of 
thoſe Times. Qucen Elizabeth had ſeveral of his 
Plays acted before her, and gave him many gracious 
Marks of her Favour: What Graee ſoever the Queen 
conferr'd upon him, it was not to her only he o 
the Fortune which the Reputation of his Wit made. 
He had the Honour to meet with many great and 
uncommon Marks of Favour and Friendſhip from 
the Earl of Southampton, (famous in the Hiſtories of 
that Time for his Friendſhip to the unfortunate Earl 
of Eſſex) to whom he Dedicated two Poems, V +- 
NUS and ADoNni1s, and TARMulN and Ltv- 
CRECE-. For the Former of which Dedications, 
that Noble Lord gave him a Thouſand Pounds, 
which uncommon Bounty Mr. Shakeſpear gratefully 
acknowledg d in the Dedication to the Latter. 

What particular Friendſhips he contracted with 
private Men, I have not been able to learn, more 
than that every one who had a true Taſte of Merit, 
had generally a juſt Value and Eſteem for him. 
Mr. SpEN SER ſpeaks of him in his Tears of the 
Muſes, not only with the Praiſes due to a good Poet, 
but even lamenting his Abſence with the Tendernels 
of a Friend. | 

His Plays are properly to be diſtinguiſh'd only in- 
to Comedies and Tragedies. Thoſe which are calld 
Hiſtories, and even ſome of his Comedies, are real- 
ly Tragedies with a Mixture of Comedy amongk 
them. That way of Tragi-Comedy was the com- 
mon Miſtake of that Age, and is indeed become {0 
agrecable to the Engl; Taſte, that tho' the ſeyercr 
Criticks among us cannot bear it, yet the generali- 


tf 
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ty of our Audiences ſeem to be better pleas d with 
ir than with an exact Tragedy. 3 

There is certainly a great deal of Entertainment 
in his Comical Humours ; and a pleaſing and well- 
diſtinguiſh'd Variety in thoſe Characters which he 
thought fit to meddle with. His Images are indeed 
erery where ſo lively, that the Thing he would re- 
preſent ſtands full before you, and you poſſeſs every 
part of it. His Tales were ſeldom invented, but 
rather taken either from true Hiſtory, or Novels and 
Romances; and he commonly made uſe of them in 
that Order, with thoſe Incidents, and that extent 
of Time in which he found them in the Authors 
from whence he borrow'd them. Almoſt all his 
Hiſtorical Plays comprehend a great length of Time, 
and very different and diſtinct Places: But in recom- 
pence for his Careleſneſs in this Point, when he 
comes to another Part of the Drama, The Man- 
ners of his Characters, in Acting or Speaking what is 
proper for them, and fit to be ſhewn by the Poet, he may 
be generally juſtity'd, and in very many Places great- 
ly commended. His Sentiments are great and natu- 
ral, and his Expreſſion juſt, and rais d in proportion 
to his Subj:& and Occaſion. | 

The latter part of his Life was ſpent, as all Men 
of good Senſe will wiſh theirs may be, in Eaſe, Re- 
tirement, and the Converſation of his Friends. He 
had the good Fortune to gather an Eſtate equal to 
tis Occaſion, and in that to his Wiſh; and is ſaid 
to have ſpent ſome Years before his Death at his 
Native Stratford. His pleaſurable Wit and good 
Nature engag'd him in the Acquaintance, and in- 
titul'd him to the Friendſhip of the Gentlemen of 
the Neighbourhood. The Plays he has written, are 
publiſh'd in the following Order, viz. 

I. The Tempe? ; a Comedy, acted in the Black- 
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II. The Two Gentleman of Verona; a Comedy. 

III. The Merry Il vet of Windſor ; a Comedy. This 
excellent Play was writ by the Command ot Queen 
Elizabeth. 

IV. Meaſure for Meaſure; a Comedy. The Plot 
of this Play is taken trom Cynthio Giraldi, Dec. 8. 
Nov. 5. Lipfii Monita, p. 125, &c. 
| V. The Comedy of Errors, This Play is founded 

on Plautus's Manechmi. 

VI. Much ado about Nothing; a Comedy. For the 
Plot, ſee Ariofto's Orlando Furioſo, and Spenſer's Fairy 

een. 

VII. Love's Labour's lot; a Comedy. | 

VII. A4 Midſummer Night's Dream; a Comedy, 

IX. The Merchant of VENICE; a Tragi-Comedj, 

X. As you like it ; a Comedy. „ 

* The Taming of the Shrew; a Comedy. The 
Story of the Tinker, you may find in Goulart's Hf 
Admirables, and Pontus Henterus Rerum Purdicarum, 

XII. Allis Well that ends Will; a Comedy. The 
Plot of this Play is taken from Boccace's Novels, Ju- 
liet of Narboua, &c. n | | 

XIII. Twelfth Night, or What you will; a Comedy, 
In this Play there is ſomething {ſingularly ridiculous 
and pleaſant in the fantaſtical Steward Malvolio. Part 
of the Plot taken from Plautuss Mznechmi. 

XIV. The Winter's Tale; a Tragi-Comedy. For 
the Plot of this Play, conſult Doraſtus and Faunia. 

XV. The Life and Death of King Jonx; an Hif 
torical Play. The Plot from Matth. Paris, Walſing- 
ham, Fabian, Grafton, Stow, Speed, &c. 

XVI. The Life and Death of King RI HARD II; 
a Tragedy. Plot from the Eugliſß Chronicles. 

XVII. The Firs? Part of King HEN AY IV; an 
Hiſtorical Play, with the Life and Death of Henn), 
firnam'd Hotſpur. The Character of Falſtaff in this 
Play, is allow'd by every Body to be a PT 


118 
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XVIII. The Second Part of HENRYIV ; containing 
his Death, and the Coronation of K. HENRY V. Thele 
Plays are founded on Buchanan, Caxton, Grafton, 
Martin, Stow, and other Engliſb Chronicles. 

XIX. Zhe Life of King HexnRy V; an Hiſtori- 
cal Play. A Comical Part is likewiſe mix'd with the 
Hiſtory in this Play. 

XX. The Fut Part of King HENRY VI; an 


| Hiſtorical Play. For the Story, conſult Fabian, Pol. 


[irgil, Hall, Hollingshead, Grafton, Stow, Speed, &c. 

XXI. 7 he Second Part of King HENRY VI, with 
the Death of the good Duke HUMPHREY. 

XXII.*T he Third Part of King HENRY VI, with 
the Death of the Duke of Yokx. Theſe Plays con- 
tain the whole Reign of this Monarch. 

XXIII. The Life and Death of RICHARD III, 
with the Landing of the Earl of RICHMON D, and the 
Battle at Boſworth-Field. 

XXIV. The famous Hiſtory of the Life of King 


HN RT VIII. The Story is taken from Hollings- 


head, Grafton, Stow, Speed, He: bert, Baker, &c. 
XXV. TROIL US aud CRESSIDA; a Tragedy. 
Plot from Chaucer. L 
XXVI. CokxioLanvus; a Tragedy. The Sto- 
ry from Livy, Dionyſus Hallicarnaſſans, Plutarch's 


Lite of Coriolautis, &C. 
: 3 


XXVII. Trrus AnDRoNICUS; à Tragedy. 

XXVIII. Romeo and Jul tETH; a Tragedy. 
The Plot of this Play is taken from Bandellos 
Novels. 

XXIX. Timon of ArkENSͤN ; a Tragedy. 
Story from Plutarch's Lite of M. Anthony, Lucian s 
Dialogues, &c. 

XXX. Jurivs Cxsar; a Tragedy. Story from 
Livy, Plutarch, Suetonins, &c. His Grace, the preſent 
Duke of Buckinghamſhire, has divided the Two Revo- 
lutions in this Play, and made them into two excel- 

Q 4 lent 
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England, Ubaldino Le Vite delle Donne Iuſtri, p. 7. &c. 
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lent Tragedies, one under this Title, the other 
call'd BRU rus. | | . 

XXXI. The Tragedy of MachETRH; Plot from 
Buchanan, and other Scott Writers, Heylin's Coſmygr4- 
phy, Heywood's Hierarchy of Angels, &c. 

XXXII Hamrtr, Prince of Denmark. The 
Story from Saxo-Grammaticus, Crantzius, Pontanng, 
Idacius, &C. 

XXXIII. Xing LE AR; a Tragedy. For the Plot 
ſee Milton's Hiſt. of Engl. Leland, Monmouth, &c. 

XXXIV. OrTHELLo, the Moor of Venice; 2 
Tragedy. Plot from Cynthio's Novels, Dec. z. 


wy. 
XXXV. ANTHONY and CLEOPATIAA; 2 
Tragedy. The Story from Appian, Dion, Caſſin, 


Diodoruc, &c. and Plutarch in vita Antonii. 


XXXVI. CYMBELINE; a Tragedy. Plot from 
Baccace's Novels. 

XXXVII. PRERICI ES, Prince of Tyre ; an Hiſ- 
torical Play. Printed in his Life-time. 

XXXVIII. The London Prodigal; a Comedy. 

XXXIX. The Life and Death of THOMAS Ind 
CROMWEILIILJ; an Hiſtorical Play. The Plot from 
Fox's, Martyrology, Dr. Burnet's Hiſt. Reform. Fuller's 
Church Hiſt. Wanley's Hiſt. of Man. Hackwells Apoliyy, 
and Lloyd's Engl. Worthies. 

XL. The Hiſtory of Sir JohN ODrcasrts, the 
Good Lord CoBHaM; a Tragedy. See Fullers 
Church Hiſt. Fox's Book of Martyrs, 

XLI. The Puritan, or The Widow of Miitling-Strett; 
a Comedy. This is a very Diverting Play. 

XLII. A Yorkſhire Tragedy. This Play is rather 
an Interlude than a Tragedy, being very ſhort, and 
not divided into Acts. 

XLIII. The Tragedy of LO RI NI, the eldect Son of 
Ring BkuTus. The Story from Milton's Hiſt. of 


He 
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He died Anno 1616, in the 53d Year of his Ape» 
and was buried on the North Side of the Chancel, 
in the great Church at Stratford, where a Monument 
is plac d in the Wall, repreſenting his Statue leaning 
on a Cuſhion, with theſe Inſcriptions: | 


Ingenio Pylium, Genio Socratem, 
Arte Maronem, 
Terra tegit, Populus maret, 
Olympus habet. 


Stay, Paſſenger, why goes? thou by ſo fats? 

Read, if thou canf?, whom envious Death hath plac d 
Within this Monument ; Shakeſpear with whome 
Quick Nature died, whoſe Name doth deck the Tomle 
Far more than Cost, ſith all that he hath Writ 

Leaves living Art, but Page, to ſerve his Mit. 


On his Grave-Stone underneath are the following 
Lines : 


Good Friend, for Jeſus' Sake, forbeare 

To dig the Duf? encloſed here. 

Ble$t be the Man that ſpares theſe Stones, 
And curſt be he that moves my Bones. 


The Character of Mr. Shakeſpear is beſt ſeen in 
his Writings. But fince Ben Johnſon has made a 
fort of an Eſſay towards it in his Diſcoveries, tho 
he was not very cordial in his Friendſhip, I will 


venture to give it in his Words: 


I remember the Players have often mention'd it 
as an Honour to Shakeſpear, that in Writing (what- 
* ſoever he pen'd) he never blotted out a Line. 
* My Anſwer hath been, Would he had blotted a 


* Thouſand, which they thought a malevolent TT 


* 
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© I had not told Poſterity this, but for their Igno. 


. © rance, who choſe that Circumſtance to commend 


© their Friend by, wherein he moſt faulted. And 
* to juſtify mine own Candor, (for I lov'd the May, 
and do honour his Memory, on this fide Idolatry, 
« as much as any.) He was, indeed, Honeſt, and 
© of an open and free Nature, had an excellent 
* Fancy, brave Notions, and gentle Expreſſions. 
© wherein he flow'd with that Facility, that ſome- 
times it was neceſlary he ſhould be ſtop'd : Sf 
* flaminand erat, as Auguſtus ſaid of Haterins, His 
« Wit was in his own Power; would the Rule of it. 
* had been ſo too. Many times he fell into thoſe 
ce things which could not eſcape Laughter ; as 
* when he ſaid in the Perſon of Cæſar, one ſpeaking 
< wo hin, - 


“ Czſar thou 4 me Wrong. 
« He reply'd: 
* Czſar did never Wrong, but with julg Cauſe, 


ct and ſuch like, which were ridiculous. But he re- 
« deem'd his Vices with his Virtues: There was 
* ever more in him to be Prais'd than to be Par- 
* dond.. 

As for the Paſſage which he mentions out of 
Shakeſpear, there is ſomewhat like it in Julius Cæ- 


far, Vol. VI. p. 194. but without the Abſurdi- 


ty; * nor did I ever meet with it in any Edition 
that J have ſeen, as quoted by Mr. Johnſon. Beſides 
his Plays in this Edition, there are two or three aſ- 
crib'd to him by Mr. Langbain, which I have ring 

cen, 


— 


* Know, Cæſar doth not Wrong, nor without Cauſe 
Mill be be Jatisfed. | 


Engliſh DRAMATICE PogTSs. 235 


ſcen, and know nothing of. As to the Character 
giren of him by Ben Johnſon, there is a good deal 
true in it: But I believe it may be as well expreſs d 
by what Horace ſays of the firſt Romans, who wrote 

Tragedy upon the Greek Models, (or indeed tranſ- 
lated em) in his Epiſtle to Auguſte, 


—— Natura ſublimis & Acer 
Nam ſpirat Tragicum ſatis & faliciter Audet, 
Sed turpem putat in Chartis metuitq; Lituram. 


Mr. Dryden was an Admirer of our Author, and, 
indeed, he owed him a great deal, as thoſe who 
have read them both may very eaſily obſerve. And, 
think, in Juſtice to *em both, I ſhould not on 
this Occaſion omit what Mr. Dryden has ſaid of 
him, in his Prologue to the Tempe#F, alter d. 


Shakeſpear, who, taught by none, did firs? impart, 

To Fletcher Mit, to lab ring Johnſon Art. bl | 

He, Monarch like, gave thoſe his Subjects Law, | (5 lil 

And is that Nature which they Paint and Draw. Will | 

Fletcher reach'd that which on his Heights did grow, 

W1/bilit Johnſon crept and gather'd all below : 

This did his Love, and this his Mirth digefF, 

One Imitates him moft, the other belt. 

If they have fince out-writ all other Men, 

"Tis with the Drops which fell from Shakeſpear's Pen. 

The * Storm which waniſh'd on the Neighb ring Shoar, 

as taught by Shakeſpear's Tempeſt firſt to roar. 

That Innocence and Beauty which did ſmile 

In Fletcher, grew on this Inchanted Iſle. OL || 

But Shakeſpear's Magick could not copied be, ht [ 
| 


Mithin that Circle none durs# walk but He. 


— ZE > — 


| 1 
* Alluding to the Sea-Voyage of Fletcler. — | l 
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I muft᷑ confeſs tas bold, nor would you now 
That Liberty to vulgar Wits allow, 

Which works by Magick ſupernat ral Things : 
But Shakeſpear's Power is Sacred as a King's, 


The Works of Mr. Shakeſpear, conſiſting of his 
Prars and PoEus, are now printed in Nine Vo. 


lumes, 1 20%. 
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My. LEWIS SHARP. 


N Author in the Reign of King Charles J, 
who writ one Play, call d, | 
The Noble Stranger; a Comedy, acted at the pri- 
vate Houſe in Salisbury-Court, 1640. Dedicated to 
Sir Edmund Williams. N 


BETTE En 22087 80 oe 68 N 622887 205622 f 


Mr. S. SHEPHEARD. 


GENTLEMAN that liv'd in the Reign 
A of King Charles I, and during the Prohibi- 
tion of the Stage writ two Dramatick Pieces; but, 


as Mr. Langbain obſerves, he was more valued for 


his Loyalty than his Poetry. His Pieces are, 

The Committee Man Curried, a Comedy, in two 
Parts, 1647. Tho' they are ſtil'd Comedies, they 
are no longer than one Act of a Play. The great- 
eſt Part of them is ſtolen from Sir John Suckling, and 
Sir Robert Stapleton's Tranſlation of Juvenal. 


Tre 
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THOMAS SHIPMAN, Eſq; 


N Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles II. He was a Gentleman of a good 
Family, and very well educated, which render'd him 
acceptable to the Wits of the Age. He writ only 
one Play. | 
Henry the Third of France, Stab'd by a Fryar, 
with the Fall of the Guis ES; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1678. Dedicated to the Mar- 


zueſs of Dorcheſter. The Story from Davila, and 


the Duke of Eſperon's Life. 
This Gentleman publiſh'd Carolina, or Loyal Poems, 


2 ir E lp hp whe hp NE 


Mr. HENRY SHIRLEY. 


HIS Author liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles I. He writ one Play, call'd, 
The Martyr'd Soldier; a Tragedy, acted at the 
private Houſe in Drury-Lane, 1638. Dedicated to 
Sir Kenelm Digby. This Play was acted with great 
Applauſe ; but was not publiſh'd till after the Au- 


thor's Death. 
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Mr. JAMES SHIRLEY. 


POLUMINOUS Dramatick Author, 
Contemporary with the Former. He was 


once of Grays-Imn, and Servant to the King; and 
was 
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was eſteem d a Second-Rate Poet, and a modeſt 
Writer. He had a great Veneration for his Prege- 
ceſſors; and he ſtil'd the famous Ben Johnſon his 
Learned Maſter. Mr. Langbain gives him the high- 
eſt Commendation, and, as is already obſery'd by a 
certain * Author, he does the ſame to moſt of the 
indifferent Writers ; ſo that ſhould a Stranger to our 
Dramatick Poets read him, they would make an odd 
Collection of our Engliſb Poetty, for they would 
be ſure to take Heywood, Shirley, &c. and leave 
Dryden, &c. But I think that Gentleman has ſhewn 
the ſame partiality, in ſome of his Characters, as 
Mr. Langbain has done in this and ſeveral others, 
(tho? he profeſſes the contrary) : And in his Account 
of Beaumont and Fletcher, he has not a little exerted 
the malicious Critick. But to return to our Author; 
he died ſince the Reſtoration, and writ- the fol- 
lowing Dramatick Pieces, being Thirty Eight in 
Number. 

I. The Changes, or Love im a Maze; a Comedy, 
acted with Applauſe at the private Houle in Salisbury- 
Court, 163 2. Dedicated in Verſe to the Lady Dorithy 
Shirley. Part of. it is taken from The Maiden Queen, 

II. Contention for Honour and Riches; a Maſque, 1633. 
Dedicated to Edward Golding, Eſq; 

III. Honokia and MAMMON; a Comedy, 
This Play is grounded on the afore-mention'd 


Maſque. 


IV. The Witty Fair One; a Comedy, acted in 
Drury-Lane, 1633. Dedicated to Sir Edmund Buſhel. 

V. The Traytor ; a Tragedy, a&ed by her Ma- 
jeſty's Servants, 1635. Dedicated to the Duke of 
Neucaſtle. This Play was originally writ by Mr. 
Rivers, a Jeſuit; but very much alter'd by Mr. 
Shirley. 11 


* Al, Gildon's Continuation of Langbain. 
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VI. The Young Admiral; a Tragi-Comedy, acted 
at the private Houſe in Driry-Lare, 1637. Dedica- 
red to the Lord Berkley. 

VII. The Example; a Tragi-Comedy, acted in 
Drum Lane by her Majeſty's Servants, 1637- 

VIII. Hide-Park; a Comedy, acted in Drury-Lane, 


1637. Dedicated to-Henry Earl of Holland. 


IX. The Gameſter; a Comedy, acted in Drury- 


Lane, 1637. This Play met with very good Suc- 


ceſs, The Plot is taken from Queen Margaret's 


Novels, and The Unlucky Citizen. 


N. The Royal Maſter ; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at 
the Theatre in Dublin, 1638. Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable George Earl of Kildare. By the 
many Copies of Verſes in praiſe of this Play, tis 
very probable it was acted with Applauſe. 

XI. The Duke's Miſtreſs ; a Tragi-Comedy, acted 
by her Majeſty's Servants, 1638. | 

XII. The Lady of Pleaſure; a Comedy, ated at 
the private Houſe in Drury-Lane, 1638. Dedicated 
to Richard Lord Lovelace. The Plot of Kickſhaw's 
Enjoying Aretina, and thinking her the Devil, he has 
alſo brought into his Grateful Servant. 

XII. 7 he Maid's Revenge; a Tragedy, acted at 


the private Houſe in Drury-Lane, with Applauſe, 


1639. Dedicated to Henry Oborn, Eſq; For the 
Plot, ſee God's Revenge againf? Murder, written by 
Reynolds. 

XIV. CASO r, Admiral of Fance; a Tragedy, 
acted in Drury-Lane, 163 9. The Story you may find 
in Paul Jovius, Paul AEmilins, Mezeray, and other 
Hiſtorians in the Reign of Francis I. Mr. Chapman 
join'd in this Play. | 

XV. The Ball; a Comedy, acted in Drury-Lane, 
1639. Mr. Chapman like wiſe aſſiſted in this Co- 


medy. 


XVI. 


| 


— . — — — — 
© Ron Dn ESA AER TIDES. 


— — . — ß —.... — — — — 
———— = E = — — — — E — . SES = 8 5 =. — 
— — — —¼ = - EI I = = —— . ———— = —— O 7 — = 3 — — T * — — — 
r. . ͤ— = = — — — — — — . — —— = — — — PF. —— —— — nn 
= .... Er —— ——— 7 —— IE I nr —!. ——.. ns . I — a 
- = — — 7 x - — — 8 . ITY = — £ = = =. 8 — — — . — — — — — = — 
— — — — — — — n — <= —— — — = == — j — 2 — — — — — — — — —— — — — —— 3 — 
Ei — a Ste Ps — — — — — — — — — ———— — — — — . —— —ͤ VD: — — = * — - DIS n 8 = 5 — — _ — — l 
—— _”_ A A_—_x. —— — ̃ —.. ̃ ö . AAA = = : — —— — — — — — = — _— — —̃— — — — —— — 


* r = = 
— — 2 
—— _ = 
— —— 

— — X 


= 
= 


eee ee re DSS ICED EEE —ü Ee DE" — — _ 5 = - — — — Po es nn ne — — — TELE 8 — — 
. — OTIS : — = == 
== —=. = — = : == — —— —— — — : — — — 
CAE IE ICE A —— Y — DID - = ——̃ K—é — 
— — I => — — * ER 


. 
ID ad — 
—— 2 D— —— 7 — 
— . "=> A 


hs 
= 


— = 
— xc. — 
——— 


— 
— 
— = 


. I ne BA 
DTD — — a — 
2 CEE —— 


— — _— 


Lane, 1640. Part of this Play is taken from Queen 


by . 
_ gomery Urania. 
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XVI. Arcap1a; a Dramatick-Paſtoral, per- 
form d at the Phenix in Drury-Lane, by her Majettys 
Servants, 1640. This Play is built on Sir Philip 
Sidney s Arcadia. | | 

XVII. T he Humorous Courtier ; a Comedy, pre- 
ſented at the private Houſe in Drury-Lane, 1640. 
This Play was acted with great Applauſe. 

XVIII. & Pa TRICE = treland ; an Hiſtorical 
Play, 1640. For the Story, ſee Bede's Life of St. Pa- 
trick, Sigibert, Baleus, Baronius, &c. 

XIX. Love's Cruelty ; a Tragedy, acted by her 
Majeſty's Servants, at the private Houſe in Drury 


Margaret's and Cynthio's Novels. 
XX. The Triumph of Beauty ; a Maſque, 1646, 

Part of this Piece ſeems to be taken from Shakeſpear's 

Midſummer Night's Dream, and Lucian's Dialogues. 

XXI. The Siſters; a Comedy, acted at the private 
Houſe in Black-F}yars, 1652. Dedicated to William 
Pawlet, Eſq; : 

XXII. The Brothers; a Comedy, 165 2. Dedica- 

ted to Thomas Stanley, Eſq; 
XXIII. The Doubtful Heir; a Tragi-Comedy, 
aced at the Black-Fryars, 1652. Dedicated to Sir 
Edmund Bowyer. For part of the Story, ſee The 
Engliſh Adventures. 

XXIV. The Court Secret; a Tragi-Comedy, acted 
at the Black-F;yars, 165 3. Dedicated to the Earl of 
Strafford. This Play was printed before acted. | 

XXV. The Inpoſtor; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at 
the private Houſe in Black-Fryars, 1653. Dedicated 
to Sir Robert Bolles, Bart. | 

XXVI. The Politician; a Tragedy, acted in S- 
I:isbury-Court, 165 5. Dedicated to Walter Moyle, Eſq _ 
Part of the Plot is taken from The Counteſs of Mont- 


XXVII 
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XXVII. The Grateful Servant; a Tragi-Comedy, 
acted at the private Houſe in Drury-Lane, 1655. 
Dedicated to Francis Earl of Rutland, and it was 
acted with good Applauſe. Part of this Play re- 
ſembles The Humorous Courtier, writ by the ſame 

athor. _ 

5 XXVIII. The Gentleman of Venice; a Tragi-Co- 
medy, acted at the private Houle in Salisbury-Court, 
1655. Dedicated to Sir T homas Nightingale. Plot 
from Gaytoa's Notes on Don Quixote, B. I. c. 6, &c. 

XIXIX. T he Contention of AJ Ax and ULYsSSEs 
% ACHILLES'S Armour; a Maſque, 1658. It is 
taken from Ovid's Metamorploſfis, Book XIII. 

XXX. Cu pip and DEATH; a Maſque, 1658. 


| Sc Ogilby's Afſop's Fables. 


XXXI. Love Tricks, or The School of Compliments ; 
1 Comedy, acted by the Duke of York's Servants in 
Little Lincolas-Ian-Frelds, 1667. 

XXII. The Conſtant Maid, or Love will find ont 
'be ay; a Comedy, acted at a new Houſe, call'd, 
The Nurſery in Hatton-Garden, 1667. The greateſt 
part of this Play is taken from others. 

XXXIII. The Opportunity); a Comedy, acted at 
the private Houſe in Drury-Lane by her Majeſty's 
Servants, Dedicated ro Captain Richard Owen. Part 
of - Play is borrow d from Shakeſpear's. Meaſure for 
Meajure. | 

NL. XIV. The NMedding; a Comedy, acted at the 
Laue wm Drury-Lare. Dedicated to William Gower, 
£19; 
XXXV. A Bird in a Cage; a Comedy, acted in 
D-ur1-Lane, Dedicated to Mr. William Pryune. 
XXXVI. The Coronation; a Comedy. This Play 
printed with Beaumont and Fletcher's. 

XXXVII. The Cardinal; a Tragedy, acted at the 
puvate Houfe in Black-ryars. © 


R XXXVIII. 
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XXXVIII. The Triumphs of Peace; a Maſ, que, 
preſented before the King and Queen at White-Bhl 
1633, by the Gentlemen of the Four Inns of Court 


See, Seeed 


Tr CHARLES Sori. 


T' HIS Gentleman may be deſervedly rank'd in 
the firſt Claſs of Men of Wit and Gallantry: 
His Friendſhip was courted by every Body, and n0 
one went ont of his Company but pleas'd and in- 
prov'd: Time added but very little to Nature, for 


he was every thing that an Eng/ih Gentleman could 


be. Beſides an excellent Volume of Poems, he has 
given us Four Plays, viz. 

I. The Multerry-Garden ; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1668. Dedicated to the Dutche{ 
of Richmond and Lenox. 

II. ANTHONY and CLEOPATRA; à Tragedy, 
acted at the Duke of Ds Theatre, 1677, This 
Play was acted with great Applauſe. The Story 


from Appian, Dion Caſſ;nns, Plutarch's Life of Anton 


III. BELLAMIRA, or The Miſtreſs ; a Comedy, 
acted by his Majeſty's Servants, 1687. This Plays 
taken from Terence's Eunuch. 

IV. Beauty the Conqueror, or The Death of M anc 
ANnTroNrY; a Tragedy, in Imitation of the Rr 
man way of Writing. Printed in the Year 1702, 


but never acted. 
My Lord Rocheſter, in the Imitation of the Tenth 


Satire of the Firſt Book of Horace, has the tollowirs 
Verſes in his Commendation. 


That can with a re/iſtleſs Charm impart 


Sidley haz that prevailing geutle Ar t, / 
The loojest Hijhes fo the chaſtes? Heart, ) 
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Raiſe ſuch a Conflict, kindle ſuch a Fire, 

Berwixt declining Virtue, and Defire 3 

That the poor vanqui/h'd Maid difſoFves away, 

1: Dreams all Night, in Sighs and Tears all Day. 


My. WILLIAM SMITH. 


A N Author, who, in the Reign of King James I, 
writ an Hiſtorical Play, call'd, _ 

The Heclor of Germany, or The Palſgrave Prince 
Fledor ; acted at the Red Bull by a Company of 
young Citizens, 1615. Dedicated to Sir Fohiz Swin- 
2140uw, Lord Mayor of London. 


e e eee ACACACACACACASEICAS CATS USCIS 
: My. H. SMI IT H. 


THE Author of one Play, ſome time ſince writ- 
i 
The Princeſs of PARMA; a Tragedy. 


iv, * 
* 


„ EET. » WW, - 
. 3 o W 


„ & MM T 8 
SI sells 


Mr. E DMU MD SMITH. 


15 HIS Gentleman was Son of an eminent 
g Merchant. His Education was at H/tminſter- 
School under the famous Dr. Buch, from whence 


he remov'd to Chriſt-Church, Oxford. He there gain'd 


tne Reputation of a Univerſal Scholar, and was in- 
mate with all who were accounted ſuch; but out 
0: 2 natural, not affected Negligence, he made little 

; ; . Uſe 


Engliſh DraMaTtick PotTS. 243 


— 
— = 
— = 


— 3 — TE Int "REI 
— — — = 
LEE EE —— — — 
— — 


— 


ma b 4 
DEEDS OD DIY za; h 
I — CITES EI RACED xn * — — — — nt 6 — hd. 8 
= —_— — — —— — — — = — — — —— 2 a2 
ä FILED EDS ̃ —— = S —— —— — — — — — 8 — - — —— — — — — — — <E _ . — " 
_ . — — — — — — = _ — I TAINED — — — — —— f — —ů— — A Bo 5 = 2 — = ==> — —_ _ - . — — oe 
— == — — — bs — = F, — —— — — — =S — — — — — —7 — — 8 — _ IT; —— — — — — - — — — — — — — - 4 
— DE — — — - — — — A — ——— — FR — — S — — = = = MESS: ER, —e—e—— —— — 
— — ——— — — — . — .. — — ͤ— = — —— — I : — 5 —— = - : 
— — 8 — —— — — — — DEE — — — — = == — == — — — — — —— — — — — * S 
— — — 1 — —_—_—— — — — — — —ͤ— = = — - = —— — == = — = Az 2 =. g 2 — — _ 
. — — In SETS — — —— — "© ng 2 7 = — = — = — — — = = = — — — — —— — — £ — - 8 - - — 
— _— — 5 — — — 2 — — _ — - 8 — — ——— — — = — = — - — — 
—— — — — — = A DCE —— © — WO > - — _— — — — — _ —— — = —— — = - —— - — = — — 1 2 - —— —— — = = 
1 — — — —— — — — — — =B S == mm — _ — — - — — ES — =_ 5 8 — —— — = — 
— = — — a — T — — —ꝛ — E — : ED EOS DDE D _—_ ——_——— — ———— —— ment of — — 5 2 
* — = : a - — 2 £ 2 = = — — — — — — T — — — — — — — — 2 
— — — — _ T — WESY i 2 - b — = = ö . 7 — — — — — — — — mmm —— — es = — _ . — — — A — — 
—t — Eo ESE — ů ů —ů IE : — : _ —ä As re WT, — — — — — „„ — 
= — — —— g D — — TE ID Dn . — — - , . - ny - —— - — — 
— 2 I — — —_ — "2 — F322 — — — — — 9 — _—Y = — = P 7 —I i = — — kü —„-? = K — .... —————ů— — 


2 44 Lives and Characters of the 


Uſe of it after his ſetting out into the World. He 
writ one Play. | 

PH DRA HiPPOLYTUS; a Tragedy, acted 
at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane. Dedicated to 
the Earl of Halifax; and to which no leſs Name; 
than Mr. Addiſon and Mr. Prior were join'd, one for WM 
the Prologue, the other for the Epilogue. Several 
Draughts of Plays were found after his Death, but 
proved all unfiniſhed Sketches. His Character i 
finely drawn in an Epitaph by Mr. Adams, late 
of Chriſt-Church ; and the Author of the Tatler de- 
plores the want of Taſte in the Audience, for not 
encouraging his excellent Tragedy. He died at 
Hartham in Wiltfhire, the Seat of George Duclett, Eſq; 
and was buried in the Pariſh Church there, A 
1710. His Inſcription before refer'd to runs thus: 


M. S. 


EDMUNDI SMITH. A. M. 

Qui in Schola Weſtmon. educatus, 
Iugenii, & Literature Splendore, 
Lepida Morum Comitate, 

Adem Chriſti Oxon. cohoneſtavit 
Poeta, Orator, Philofophns ; 

Cui Græcæ, & Romanæ Laudis æmuls 
Diſciplinas ſuas Euclides, & Stagyrita, 

1 Tubam Maro, Flaccus Lyram, 

= Euripides Cothurnum, Fucundiam Cicero, 

pi | | Certatim Detulere ; 

#0 Ut quod paucis unquam contigit, 

C1. Id Egregio huic Juxeni palmarium foret, 
Tragediam in Hippolito ſuo, reſlituere, 

| Auriaci gloriam Scriptts augete, 

Bodleio, Pocockio, Phillipſio, Famam addere 

Dum autem Judicio pollens limato, 
| De Sublimi Dicendi genere 
* | Longinus alter opets parat ardunnt, 


— r 8 W e oma. 1 . 


Ll das! 


Hey ! 


He 
cted 


dto | 


mes 
> for 
eral 
but 
r Is 
late 
de- 
not 
| at 
Elq; 
Land 
8: 


Engliſn DRAMATICK Po Ts. 245 


Heu] jato immaturo extinctus est; 


Viris Doctis, & Ingeniofis ſemper carus, 


Eo nunc carior, quia abreptuis. 


Oblit A. D. M pcc x. Atat. 42. 


Mr. THOMAS SOUTHERNE. 


FT HIS Gentleman was born at Oxmantoun in 


Dublin, the Year of the Reſtoration of King 
Charles II. He was Four Years at the Univerſity 
there; from wacnce he came over to England, and in 
the Year 1678, enter d himſelf of the Midadle-Temple. 
He left the Studies of the Law, for the more plea- 
ing Entertainment of the Muſes, and afterwards, 
prompted by his active Temper, he quitted Poetry 
tor the Wars; but he firſt wrote two Plays with ve- 
ry good Succeſs, When the Duke of Monmouth came 
into England, he firſt went into the Army, in the Re- 
giment of Foot rais'd by the Lord Ferrers, after- 
wards Commanded by the Duke of Berwick ; and he 
had three Commiſſions, viz. of Enſign, Lieutenant, 
and Captain under King James in that Regiment. 
He wrote a Play in that King's Reign, a Year be- 
tore the Revolution, call'd 2% Spartan Dame, a Tra- 
gedy, which has nor yet been allow'd ro come upon 
the Stage, tho' every Winter he is in hopes of its 
being permitted to appear. The Subject 1s taken 
from the Life of Agis in Plutarch, where the Cha- 
racter of Chelcarie, between the Duties of a Wife and 
Daughter, may jaſtify the Picture of ſo excellent a 
Woman. After the Revolution he writ Six Plays, 
winch, with the Two before, are as follow: 

I. The Loyal Bruther, or The Peiſian Prince; a Tra- 
gedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1682. Dedica- 

N 3 ted 


FTW 
WOOD III eee eee 


— = 


—. — — —— —ꝗ— -m ᷣͤ— — SS = 
2 DE —— ————————— — — — — . ̃ —— —— 
- ———— ———— — ' r . ——  —— 


— 


== = 
— 


f 
FM 
} q 4 

th 114 } 
eee 
WH 108 
N 
137 
i 
440 
WW 

ſt 

wit 


1 
ll {4 
"NI 

% 

WAH 


246 Lives and Characters of the 
ted to the Duke of Richmond. The Prologue and 
Epilogue to this Play are written by Mr. Dryden. 
The Story is taken from Tachmas Prince of Perſia, 2 
Novel. | 

II. The Diſappointment, or The Mother in Faſhion ; 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1684. Dedicated to 


James Earl of Offory. Part of the Plot of this Play 
ſeems to be borrow d from The Curious Impertinent in 


Don Quixote. | x 

III. Sr Anthony Love, or The Rambling Lady; 2 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1690. Dedi- 
cated to Thomas Skipwith, Eſq; This Play was a&d 
with great Applauſe. | | 

IV. The Wrves Excuſe, or Cuckolds make themſelvet; 
a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1692. De- 
dicated to the Right Honourable Thomas WWhartn, 
Eiq; Comptroller of his Majeſty's Houſhold. There 
is a great deal of Gaity of Converſation, and Purity 
of Language in this Play. | 

V. The Maid's Last Prayer, or Any thing rather than 
Fail; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1693. 
Dedicated to the Hononrable Charles Boyle, Eſq; 

VI. The Fatal Marriage, or The Tunccent Adultery; | 
a Play, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1694. Dedi- 
cated to Anthony Hammond, Eſq; This Play ap- 
pear d on the Stage with vaſt Applauſe, the Diſtreſs. 
being extreamly moving. The Tragical Part 
of this Play the Author owns he took from The 
Nun, or The Fair V/ow-Brealer, a Novel, writ by 
Mrs. Behn; and the Incident of Fernando being per- 
ſuaded to believe that he had been Dead, Buried, 
and in Purgatory, ſeems to be taken trom Fletcher 
Little Thief. 

VII. Orxoonoko; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1696. Dedicated to his Grece 
William Duke of Devonſhire. This Play met with uct 
very great Succeſs on the Stage, that Mr. Ferbinggte, 

57 
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by his Playing therein, acquir'd the Reputation of 
one of the beſt Actors of his Time. Mr. Congreve 
wrote the Epilogue ; and the Author owns in his 
Dedication, that the Plot is taken from Mrs. Behn's 
Novel of that Name. 

VIII. The Fate of Capua; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1700. The Prologue of this 
Play is writ by the Honourable Charles Boyle, Eſq; 
and the Epilogue by Colonel Codrington. All theſe 
Plays are publiſh'd in Two Volumes 12 1713. 

Mr. Southerne's Play, call'd, The Wives Excuſe, or 
Cuckolds make themſelves, not meeting with the Sue- 
ceſs it deſerv d, Mr. Dryden ſent him theſe excellent 


Lines: | 


May be thou Had not pleas'd the Box and Pit, 
Tet thoſe who blame thy Tale, commend thy Wit ; 
o Terence Plotted; but ſo Terence Writ. 
Like his, thy Thoughts are true, thy Language clean, 
Er Lewdneſs is made Moral in thy Scene. 
The Hearers may for want of * Nokes repine, 
But reit ſecure, the Readers will be thine. 
Nor was thy labour Drama damn'd or hiſs d, 
But with a kind Civility, diſmiſs'd : 
With ſuch good Manners as the f Wife did uſe, 
Wis, not accepting, did but jut refuſe. | 
There was a Glance at parting ſuch a Look 
As bids thee not give ver, for one Rebuke. 
But if thou would be ſeen, as well as read; 
Copy one Liviag Author, and one Dead; 
The Standard of thy Style, let Etherege be: 
fr IWit, th Immortal Spring of Wycherley. 
Seem after both, to draw ſome juſt Deſign, 
And the next Age will learn to Copy Thane. 
R 4 | Sir 


** 


* A Famous Comedian. | 
7 The Wife in the Play, Mrs. Friend ill. 
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Gr ROBERT STAPLETON, 


HIS Learned Author, Gentleman - Uſer 
of the Privy-Chamber to King Charles II, 
was very much eſteem'd by that Prince. He wrote 
Two Plays. 

I. The Slighted Maid ; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Little eee e with great Ap- 
plauſe, 1663. Dedicated to his Grace the Dale 
of Monmouth. Part of this Play is taken from Man. 
Epigr. I. 4, &c. 

II. HERO and LEAN DER; a Tragedy, 1669. 
Dedicated to the Putcheſs of Monmouth. Plot from 
Ovid's Epiſtles, and Muſans Er ctepagion, Greek and 
Latin. 

This Author likewiſe tranſlated Juvenal, and 


Muſa, 
eee ne 


Si RICHARD STEELE, 
I HIS Gentleman was born in Dublin. He leſt 


the Kingdom of Leland young; was educated 
at the Charter-Fouſe ; and, at his firſt Appearance in the 
World, rid privately in the Guards, when, he wrote 
a {mall Piece, cail'd, The Chriſtian Hero, &c. Upon 
Dedicating this Treatiſe to the Lord Cur TS, (who 
was a Lover of Wit, and a Man of Wit himſelf) 
by that Nobleman's Intereſt he ſoon obtaind 2 
Captain's Commiſſion. The Publick are very much 


indebted to him for the Entertainment he has given 
them 
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them in the Tatler, Spectator, Guardian, Engliſhman, 
wer, Reader, and other publick Papers; and the no- 
ble Stand he lately made in Defenſe of his Country, 
and the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Moſt Illuſtrious 
Houſe of HaNoveR, againſt a Corrupt Miniſtry, 
ought always to be remembred to his Honour. Since 
his Majeſty's Acceſſion, he has had conferr d on him 
the Honour of Knighthood, and ſome Publick Pre- 
ferments, tho' I can't ſay equal to his Merit. As to 
his private Character, he is a Man of the moſt exten- 
five good Nature, Candour, and Generoſity. The 
Dramatick Pieces he has written are as follow : 

I. The Funeral, or Grief Al-a-Mode; a Comedy, 
acted at the Theatre in Drury-Lane, 1702. Dedi- 
cated to the Counteſs of Albemarle, This Play has 
a great deal of Humour in it, and was acted with 

Applauſe. 

II. The Tender Husband, or The Accompliſb d Fools ; 
2 Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1703. De- 
dicated to Joſeph Addiſon, Eſq; The Prologue to 
this Play 1s writ by Mr. Addiſon. 

III. The Lying Lovers, or The Ladies Friendſhip ; a 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1704. Dedi- 
cated to the Duke of Ormond. All theſe Plays met 
with Succeſs on the Stage, and are printed in one 
Volume 125, with a general Dedication to the 

| Dutcheſs of Hamilton. | 


oo VooboSobobovobotobabobooobonots 


Mr. JouN STEPHENS. 


N Author, who in the Reign of King James I, 
writ a Tragedy, call'd, 
CrxNTHIA's Revenge, 1613. This is one of the 
longeſt Plays that ever was written, The Plot from 
Licai's Pharſalia and Ovid's Metamorphoſis, . 
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Mr. WILLIAM STRODE, 


TEIS Gentleman, a Poet and Divine, liv'd in 

the Reign of King Charles I. He was born in 
Devonſhire, and at Nineteen Years of Age was ad- 
mitted Student of Chriſt- Church College, Oxford ; after 
he had taken his Degrees of Batchelor and Maſter 
of Arts, he was choſen Univerſity Orator, which 
Poſt he had not long enjoy'd, before he was made 
a Canon and Doctor of Divinity. He writ one 


Play. 


The Floating-IMland; a Comedy, acted before his 
Majeſty by the Students of Christ - Church, 163g. 
This Play has a great deal of Morality in it, and 


was commended by the King. It was not printed 


till the Year 1655, Eleven Years after the Author's 
Death. He died in the Year 1644, and was buried 
in the Chapel of Chris- Church. 


de cle e, def eee SSD dd 


Sir JohN SUCKLING. 


JON of Sir John Suckling, Comptroller of the 

Houſhold to King Charles I. He was born at 
Witham, in the County of Middleſex, 1613, with a 
remarkable Circumſtance of his Mother's going till 
the Eleventh Month with him, which the Natura: 
liſts look upon as a Sign of a vigorous and hardy 
Conſtitution ; and it is certain, the Slowneſs of his 
Birth was ſufficiently made up in the Quicknels, 
Strength, and Pregnancy of his Parts, which he firlt 


diſcover d by his ſtrange Propenſity to LOOP 
inſo- 
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inſomuch that he is ſaid to have ſpoke Latin at Five 
Years old, and to have writ it at Nine. 

From this early Foundation, he proceeded in the 
Courſe of his Studies, to apply the Uſe of Words 
to the Attainment of the Arts and Sciences, moſt 
of which he arrived to in an eminent Degree. 
Thoſe which he more particularly admired, were 
Mufick and Poetry; and tho' he excelled in both, he 
profeſſed neither, ſo as to make them his Buſineſs, 
but uſed them rather as his Miſtreſſes, to ſoften the 
Harſhneſs and Drineſs of his other Studies, juſt as 
his Leiſure or Fancy inclined him. His Learning in 
other Kinds was polite and general; and tho” the 
Sprightlineſs and Vivacity of his Temper would not 
ſuffer him to be long intent upon one Study, yet he 
had that which made amends for it in his ſtrength of 
Genius and Capacity, which requir'd leſs Pains and 
Application in him, than it did in others, to make 
himſelf Maſter of it. 

When he had taken a Survey of the moſt remark- 
able Things at Home, he travell'd to digeſt and en- 
large his Notions from a View of other Countries; 
where he made a Collection of their Virtues, with- 
out any tincture of their Vices and Follies, only 
that ſome thought he had a little too much of the 
French Air, which being not ſo agreeable to the 


Gravity and Solidity, for which his Father was re- 


markable, or indeed to the Severity of the Times he 
lived in, was imputed to him as a Fault, and the 
effect of his Travels. But it was cerrainly rather 
natural than acquired in him, the Eaſineſs of his 
Carriage and Addreſs being ſuitable to the Openneſs 
of his Heart, and to the Gaiety, Wit and Gallantry, 
which were ſo conſpicuous in him; and he ſeems all 
along to have piqued himſelf upon nothing more 
than the Character of a Courtier, and a Fine Gentle- 


an, which he ſo far attained to, that he was al- 
low'd 
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low'd to have the peculiar Happineſs of making 
every thing he did, become him. 

He was not ſo devoted to the Muſes, or to the 
Softneſs and Luxury of Courts, as to be wholly a 
Stranger to the Camp. In his Travels he made 3 
Campaign under the Great Guſtavus. Adolphius, where 
he was preſent at three Battles, and five Sieges, be- 
ſides other Skirmiſhes between Parties; and from 
ſuch a conſiderable Scene of Action, gain'd as much 
Experience in Six Months, as otherwiſe he might 
have done in as many Years. And after his Return 
to his Country, he raiſed a Troop of Horſe for the 
King's Service entirely at his own Charge, and ſo 
richly and compleatly mounted, that it ſtood him in 
12000 J. But his Endeavours did not meet with the 
Succeſs he promiſed himſelf for his Majeſty's Service, 
which he laid very much to Heart, and ſoon after 
this Miſcarriage was ſeized with a Fever, of which 
he died at Twenty Eight Years of Age. In which 
ſhort Space he had done cnough to procure him the 
Love and Eſteem of all the politeſt Men who con- 
verſed with him: But as he had ſet out in the 
World with all the Advantages of Birth and Perſon, 
Education, Parts and Fortune, he had raiſed Peoples 
Expectation of him to a prodigious height ; and if 
his Character does not appear enough diſtinguiſh'd 
in the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, 1t can be aſcribed to 
nothing but the Immaturity of his Death, which 
did not allow him time for Action. | 

I will not trouble the Reader with any othe 
Character of his Writings, than what has been given 
of them by Mr. Lloyd in his Memoirs; that his Po- 
ems are clean, ſprightly and natural; his Diſcour- 
ſes fall and convincing ; his Plays well humour'd and 
taking; his Letters fragrant and ſparkling. He ob- 
ſerves farther, that his Thoughts were not fo looſe 
as his Expreſſions, nor his Lite ſo vain as his 

Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, and at the ſame time makes an Allow- 
ance for his Youth and Sanguine Complexion, which 
would eaſily have been rectified by a little more 
Time and Experience. Of this we have Inſtances 
in his Occaſional Diſcourſe about Religion to My 
Lord Dorſet, to whom he had the Honour to be re- 
lated, and in his Thoughts of the Poſture of Affairs 
in the State to Mr. Jermin, afterwards Earl of 
K. Albans; in both which he has diſcovered, that 
he could Think as coolly, and Reaſon as juſtly, 
as Men of more Years, and leſs Fire. *Tis in regard 
to theſe Thoughts, with ſome other Sentences of 
Religion and Morality, which he delivered to his 
Friends about him in the time of his Sickneſs, that 
Mr. Lloyd thus concludes his Account of him, 


Ne he Zelantis anime Sacriores 
Scintillulz ipſum, unde deciderant, ſpirantes 
Celum, & Author Magnus ips«, quam 
Aliis dedit, careret memorid; Jntereſſe 
Poſteris putavimus brevem Honoratiſſimi 
Viri Johannis Sucklingii vitam hiſtoria 
Eſfſe perennandlaim. - 


Urpote qui Nobiliſſims Sucklingioram Familis oriun- 


1:4, cui taatum reddidit, quantum accepit, honorem, Nat. 


Cal. April 1613. Withamiz in Agro Middleſ. Re- 


natics ibid. Mau 7"? & denatus 164-— haud jam 
Trigeſſmaus, & ſeriptu diguiſſima fecit, Q fattu digniſſi- 
na ſcripſit, Calamo pariter & gladio celebris, pacis Ar- 
bum gizaruls, & belli. 


He has given us Four Plays, viz. 

I AcLavka; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the 
private Houſe in the Blach-Frpars. This was ef- 
reem'd an excellent Comedy. The laſt Act of = 

| ; lay 
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Play may be alter d at pleaſure to make it either 
Tragedy, or Tragi-Comedy. $62 

II. 77% Goblins; a Tragi-Comedy, preſented by 
his Majeſty's Servants at the private Houſe in the 


Black-Fryars. 


III. BRENNORATLT, or The Diſcontented Colonel; 


a Tragedy, likewiſe acted in the Black-F;yars. 
IV. The Sad Oue; a Tragedy. This Play Sir 


John never finiſhd. His Works, conſiſting of Plays, 


Poems, Letters and Diſcourſes, are printed in One 
Volume 8. : | 


GILBERT SWINHOE, F(q; 


THIS Author liv'd in the Reigns of King Chorls 
I and II. He was born in the County of Mi- 


thumberland, and writ one Play, call'd, 
Tube Unhappy Fair IRENE; a Tragedy, 1658. The 
Story is taken from Bandellos Novels, Life of Mabo- 


mer I, and the Turkih Chronicles. 
c N 


8 
N. A H UM TAT E, Eq: 


| HIS Gentleman, our late Poer-Laureat, was 
born in the Kingdom of Heland, and there 
educated. He was a Man of Learning, Can- 


dour, and Courteous to all. He had a good ſhare 
of Wit, and a great deal of Modeſty, which pre- 


vented his making his Fortune, and being incumber d 


with 


AY OA TRY ©! 
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with Debts, he had for ſeveral Years the Patronage 
of the Earl of Dorſet. He died in the Mint, Anno 
1716, and was interr'd in St. George's Church Sourh- 
ark, He has, beſides ſeveral Poetical Performances, 
and a Vertion of the PS AL Ms, (in conjunction with 
Dr. Brady) given us Nine Plays, vix. 

I. Bu ruS of ATL RA; an Opera, preſented at 
the Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1678. Dedicated to 
the Right Honourable Charles Earl of Dorſet and 
Mae . The Deſign of this Opera is taken from 
Virgil's Æneids, B. IV. | | : 

II. The Loyal General; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Dukes Theatre, 1680. Dedicated to Edward Tay 
lor, Eſq; ES 

III. K ICHARD the Third, or The Sicilian Uſurper ; 
an Hiſtorical Play, a&ed at the Theatre Royal, 
168 1. Dedicated to George Raynsford, Eſq; This 
was a Play of Shakeſpear's reviv'd and alter'd. 

IV. The Iagratitude of a Commou-wealth, or The 
Fall of Caius Marius CorloLaNgs; ated 
at the Theatre Royal, 1682, Dedicated to Charles 
Lord Herbert, Marquiſs of Worceſter. Part of this 
Play is borrow d from Shakeſpear's Coriolanus. 

V. Cuckold's Haven, or An Alderman no Conjurer ; 
a Farce, acted at the Queen's Theatre in Dorſer- 
Harden, 16855. Dedicated to Colonel Afton. Part 
of the Plot of this Piece ſeems to be taken from Ben 
obafon's Eaſtward Hoe, and the Devil's an Aſs. 

VI. A Duke and no Duke; a Farce, acted by their 
Majeſties Servants, 1685, Dedicated to Sir John 
Hewzt. In which are ſeveral Songs ſet to Muſick, 
with thorough Baſſes for the Theorbo or Baſs- Viol. 
The Plot from Trappolin Supposd a Prince. 

VII. The Hand Princeſs; a Tragi-Comedy, ated 
at the Theatre Royal, 1687. Dedicated to Henry 
Lord Halgrade. This is Fletcher's and Princeſs re- 
-ir'd, with Alterations. 

VIII. 
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VIII. Lear, King of England, and his Tree 
Daughters; an Hiſtorical Play, acted at the Duke's 
Theatre, 1687. Dedicated to Thomas Boteler, Eſq; 
This Play was perform'd with great Applauſe. It is 
one of Shakeſpear's'reviv'd, with Alterations, and is 
pig call'd, The True and Ancient Hiſtory of King 

EAR 

I'X. Injur d Love, or The Cruel Husband; a Tra- 
gedy, acted at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, 


SII99000000300!09000029% 


Mr. JOHN TaTEHAM. 


| C I TY-POET in the Reign of King Charles 1, 


He writ Four Plays. 
I. The Diſtracted State; a Tragedy, 165 1. Dedi- 
cated to Sir John Sidley, | 
II. Scots Vagaries, or A Knot of Knaves ; a Come- 
dy, 1652. Dedicated to Robert: Dormer, Eſq; 
III. Love Crowns the End; a Tragi-Comedy,1657. 
IV. The Rump, or The Mirror of the Late Times; 
a Comedy, acted at the private Houſe in Dorſer- 
Court, 1661. Dedicated to Walter James, Eſq; This 
Play has been reviv'd under the Title of The Round- 


heads. 
e eee ee 


Mr. WILLIAM TAVERN ER. 


75 HIS Gentleman is deſcended from the Taver- 
ners of North Elmham in Norfolk, who re— 
mov'd to Nettle-Bed in Oxfordjhire, and ſettled laſt 
at Hexton in Hertfordbire. He is the Son of Mr. Je- 
remiah Taverner Face-Painter, was bred to the Crul 
| | | Lau, 
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Lau, and is at this Time a Proctor of the Arches. 
He has writ Five Plays, viz. 

L The Faithful Bride of Granada; a Comedy. 

II. The Maid the Miſtreſs; a Comedy. | 
III. The Female Advccates, of The Frantich Stocks 
Jubers; a Comedy. Theſe three acted at the Thea- 
tre Royal in Drury- Lane. | 

IV. The Artful Husband; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Lincolns-Tan-Fields with Applauſe, 1716. 
Dedicated to the Earl of Scarſdale. 

V. The Artful Nie; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Lincolns-Ian-Fields, 1717. This Play, tho? 


ir did not meet with equal Succels, is in all Reſpe&s . 


far ſuperior to the former, 
OO INN EIN IE REIN NIN IN 


Ar. ROBERT TaxLoON 


A GENTLEMAN, who, in the Reign of King 
James I, writ one Play, call'd, 
The Hug has left his Pearl; a Comedy, 1611. It 
was ſeveral times acted by a Set of London-Appren- 
dice. | 
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My. LEWIS THEOBALY 


HIS Gentleman was born at Sittinglorne in 
Kent, of which Place his late Father, Mr. Peter 
Theobald, was an eminent Attorney. His School- 
Learning he received chiefly under the Reverend 
Mr. Elis at Ifleworth in Middleſex, and hath ſince 
applied himſelf ro the Study and Practice of the 


Law, He is mentioned here on account of the fol- 


lowing 
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lowing Pieces, and Tranſlations, in the Dramatic 


| Way. : 


I. The Perſian Princeſs, or The Royal Villain; 2 
Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal in Dru 
Lane. Printed in the Year 1715, and Dedicated to 
her Grace Mary Dutcheſs of Ormond. The Author 
ſays in his Preface, this Play was written and a&ed 
before he was full Nineteen Years old. The Plot 
ſeems to be a Fiction, and borrowed from no Cir- 
cumſtances of the Perfian Hiſtory. 

II. The Perfidious Brother ; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre in Little Lincoln-Inn-Hieldi, 1716. This 
Play is built after the Model of the O:phan, the 
whole Scene of it lying in a private Family, 

III. Pan and SrRrINx; an Opera of one A8, 
ſet to Muſick by Mr. Galliard. Perform'd at the 
Theatre in Lincolus-Im-Fields, 1717. For the Story 
conſult Ovid's Metam. 1 

IV. Entertainments for a Subſcription - Opera, 
call'd, The Lady's Triumph ; ſet to Muſick by Mr. 
Galliard. Perform'd at, the Theatre in Lincolns-In- 
Fields, 1718. For the Maſque at the latter End, 
conſult the Story of Decius Mundus, and Paulina in 


 Fefſephus. 


V. ErzcTRA; a Tragedy. Tranſlated from 
the Greek of Sophocles, with Notes. Printed in the 
Year 1714. Dedicated to Joſeph Addiſon, Eſq; 

VI. OE DIPUs, Xing of Thebes; a Tragedy. 
Tranſlated from Sophocles, with Notes. Printed in 
the Year 1715. Dedicated to the Right Honoure- 
ble Leuis Earl of Rockingham. 

VII. Plurus, or The World's Idol; a Comedy. 
Tranſlated from the Greek of As iſtophanes, with 
Notes. Printed in the Year 1715. Dedicated to 


his Grace John Duke of Argzle. The Author has 
to this Tranſlation prefix'd a Diſcourſe, containing 


ſome Account of Ariſtophanes and his two Comedies 
of Plutius, and The Clouds. VIII 
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VIII. The Chuds; a Comedy. Tranſlated from 
Ariſtophanes, with Notes. Printed in the Year 1715. 
Dedicated to John Glanville, Eſq; This Play was like- 


wiſe tranſlated by Thomas Stanley, Eſq; in the Year1687. 


What other Pieces this Author has publiſh'd, not 
being in the Dramatick Way, do not properly fall 
under the Notice of this Treatiſe. He has by him 
a Tragedy ready for the Stage, call d, The Death of 
HANNIBAL, and has finiſhd a Tranſlation of the 
Seven Tragedies of ALSCHYLU Ss. 


EBSEDSEDBSEDBSSDDSDD 


Mr. THOMAS THOMPSON. 


A PLAGIARY, who was ſo unhappy, that he 
could neither diſguiſe or improve his Thefts. 
He publiſh'd two Plays. ” 

I. The Engliſh Rogue ; a Comedy, 1668. Dedica- 
ted to Mrs. Alice Barret. : 

II. Mother Sa1PpTo x, her Life; acted with great 
Applauſe. The Plot from a little Book call'd by 
the lame Name: Moſt of the Characters and Lan- 
guage are taken from The City-Madam, and The Chas? 
Maid of Cheapfide. | 


le 420 GEN IO 67 20G LOTION 0 


Mr. Jos:Pu T RAPP, MESS 


0 ONDAM Chaplain to the late Lord Boling- 
broke, and at preſent Lecturer of St. Martins in 
the Heldt. He was educated at Wadham-College,Oxon, 

where he writ a Play, call'd, : 
ABRAMULE, or Love and Empire; a Tragedy, 
ated at the Theatre in Lineolns-1n-Fields, 1704, 
8 2 with 


260 Lives and Characters of the 


with Applauſe. Dedicated to the Right Honou- 
rable the Lady Harriot Godolphin. He has publiſh'g 
ſeveral Poems, and Tranſlations, particularly the 
ZEneis of Virgil in Blank Verſe. 


ko MN CAIOOEDODEDDOESDDDEDOOEDCODCIDY 


2 - 
——ůů ——-—ͤ— 


— 
— 


Mrs. CATHARINE TROTHER 


5 Þ HIS Gentlewoman was deſcended of Scots Pa- 
rents, but born and bred in England. She has 
'writ Five Plays, wherein the Paſſions are well de- 
ſcrib'd, and the Diction is juſt and familiar. 
. I. AN ES de CAS TRO; a Tragedy, accd at 
"h * the Theatre Royal, 1696. Dedicated to the Right 
„ Honourable Charles Earl of Dorſet and Middlefex, 
11 This Play met with very good Succeſs. Tis built 
1184 on a French Novel of the ſame Title, tranſlated in- 
Wl to Engliſh by Mrs. Behn. | 
oh II. Fatal Friendſhip; a Tragedy, acted at the 
"it Theatre in Lincolus-Inn-Fields, 1698. Dedicated to 
Ws. her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Aune of Denma;k, 
he This Play was acted with very great Applauſe. 
„ III. Tye Unhappy Penitent; a Tragedy, acted at 
(1988 the Theatre Royal. Oh 
8 | IV. Love at a Loſs, or Most Votes carry it; a Co- 
ö *1 medy, acted at the Theatre Royal. | 
$8 V. The Revolution of Sweden; a Tragedy, acted 
. at the Theatre Royal. Mrs. Trother was very much 
. inclin'd to Philoſophical Studies, and has written a 
| | very pretty ſmall Piece in Defenſe of Mr. Lockts 
9 Eſſay concerning Human Underſtanding. Some time at- 
Fi ter the writing of her laſt Play, ſhe was, by the late 
0 Biſhop of Salisbury, converted from the Romiſb Per- 
ih ſuaſion, and was, by his Lordſhip's Recommenda- 
Wl. tion, married to a Clergyman. 
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d 
e 

Mr. RICHARD TVU RE E. 
2 UTHOR of a Religious Play, call'd, 
| The Divine Comedian, or The Right Uſe of 
ö Plays ; a Sacred Tragi-Comedy, 1672. Dedicated 
£ to the Right Honourable the Counteſs of Maruick. 
q- This Play was firſt call d, The Soul's Warfare. 
as | | 
e- Cee eee ee, 
at Sir SAMUEL TunE 
ht ; 
x, N Efex Gentleman, a Colonel in the Army, 
ilt who tranſlated, with Improvements, an ex- 
in- cellent Spaniſh Play, call'd, 

The Adventures of Five Hours ; a Tragi-Comedy, 
he acted with great Applauſe, 1662, Dedicated to the 
to Right Honourable Henry Howard of Norfolk, Eſq; 
rk, This Play has ſeveral Copies of Verſes before it, 

writ by Mr. Cowley, Mr. Evelyn, and other eminent 
at Poets. 
„ 624 HUD ELDER 8 SE 
ted 
ich Mr. CYRIL TURNER 
My A GENTLEMA N, who, in the Reign of 
af- King James I, writ two Plays. 
ate I. The Atheiſts Tragedy. Part of the Plot is taken 
der from Boccace's Novels, Day 7. Nov. 6. 
da- II. The Loyal Brother, or The Revenger's Tragedy ; 
ſereral times acted by the King's Servants. 
W. 
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Mr. Vinſtauly writ this Couplet in Commenda- 


His Fame to that mid Track was only rais'd, 
As not to be deſpis'd nor over-prais'd. 


— 


Sir JoRN VANBRUGH. 


HIS Gentleman is deſcended from a very 

good Family in Chg%:re, and had beſtow'd on 
him a liberal Education, He was early inclin'd to 
Writing, and tho' his Plays are all univerſally ap- 
plauded, yet his Modeſty would not permit him to 
affix his Name to any. He has a great deal of 
Wit in all his Performances, and ſhews a very 


great ſprightlineſs of Converſation. His Characters 


are juſtly drawn, appear more like Originals than 


Copies, and ſhew the Lineaments of Nature with- 


our the Stifineſs of Art. His Men of Wit are real- 
ly ſo, and, as another Author has obſerv'd, he puts 
Folly into ſuch a Light, that it is as diverting to the 
Reader as Spectator; and his Fools are ſo pleaſing, 
that you are not weary of their Company before 


they leave you. His Dialogue is extremely cay, | 
and well turn'd, and I may venture to ſay, that this 
Gentleman and Mr. Congreve have juſtly gain'd the | 
Prefercnce of all our Modern Writers of Comedy. | 
His Plays are as follow, 
I. The Relapſe, or Virtue in Danger, being the de t 


quel to Lowe's Jas? Shift, or The Fool in Faſhion ; 4 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1697. 75 
| Play 


da- 
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Play was acted with great Applauſe ; and the Cha- 
racter of my Lord Fyppington falls very little ſhort of 
Sir George Etherege's Sir Fopling Flutter, which is al- 
low'd to be a Maſter-piece ; but the broken Scenes 
are judg'd an Irregularity. This Play was writ in 
Six Weeks. | 

II. The Provo d Wife; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Lincolus-Jun-Fields with great Applauſe: 
But ſome of our Criticks objected againſt it as a 
looſe Performance, tho” I think the Deſign of it is 
very juſt ; for it teaches Husbands how they ought 
to expect their Wives ſhould ſhew a Reſentment, if 
they uſe them as Sir John Brute did his: Such Huſ- 
bands may learn, by fatal Experience, that neglect- 
ed and abus d Virtue and Beauty may be provok d 
to yield to the Motives of Revenge, and that the 
forcible Solicitations of an agreeable Perſon, who 
not only demonſtrates a Value, but a Paſſion for 
what the Poſſeſſor lights, may be ſufficiently pre- 
ralent with an ill-us'd Wife to forfeit her Honour. 

III. As op, a Comedy, acted at the Theatre 
Royal, with Applauſe. This Play was original- 
ly writ in French by Mr. Bourſaut, but the Scenes 
of Sir Polydorus Hog ſtye, the Players, the Senator and 
the Beau are added by the Author. This Play con- 
tains a great deal of general Satire, and very uſeful 
Morality, yet it had not the Succeſs it merited, eſ- 
pccially in the firſt two Nights Repreſentation : It 
was admir'd that this Play, which very much excels 
the French one, ſhould not hold out above a Week, 
when that was aged for near a Month together; but 
theſe Things are eaſily accounted for, when we con- 
der that at Paris there is no Prejudice againſt the 
Stage, and, in this City, all publick Entertainments 
arc determin'd by Party Cenſures. 
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IV. The Falſe Friend; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal in Drury-Lare. „„ 
V. The Miſtake; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre 
Royal. FEE. Ee 
VI. The Confederacy ; a Comedy, acted at the 
ueen's Theatre in the Haymarket, 
VII. The Country-Houſe; a Farce. Tranſlated from 
the French. Acted at both Theatres, N 


FFC 


GEORGE ren 
Duke of Buckingham. 


NOBLEMAN of incomparable Parts in 
A the Reign of King Charles II, and the greateſt 
Ornament of that Prince's Court. He has honour d 
the Stage with two Dramatick Performances. 

I, The Rehearſal. The juſteſt and trueſt Satire the 
World ever ſaw, and will be an everlaſting Demon- 
tration of the Author's Wit. When, his Grace be- 
gan this Farce, I could never exactly learn; but thus 
much we may certainly gather from the Plays re- 
flected on in it, that it was before the End of 1663, 
and finiſh'd before the End of 1664, becauſe it had 
been ſeveral times Rehears'd, the Players were per- 
fect in their Parts, and all things in readineſs for its 
Acting, before the great Plague 1665, and that, then 
prevented it; but what was then intended, was ve- 
ry different from what now appears. In that, he 
call'd his Poet Bilboa, by which Name Sir Robert 
Howard was the Perſon pointed at. During this In- 
terval many Plays came forth, writ in Heroic- 
Rhime ; and on the Death of Sir William D' Avenait, 
1669, whom Mr. Dryden ſucceeded as Laureat, it 
became ſtill in greater Vogue : This mov'd the Duke 

fo 10 
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to change the Name of his Poet from Billoa to Bayes. 
It was brought upon the Stage in the Year 1671, 
and ated with univerſal Applauſe. 

II. The Chances; a Comedy, a&ed at the Theatre 
Royal. A beautiful and corre& Edition of theſe 
Two Plays has been lately reprinted in a neat Poc- 
ket Volume, with a compleat Key to the former. 


ECO ol oO Ow re vg 
= 
Mr. LEwis WAGE R. 


LEARNED Clerk, who liv d in the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, and wrote one Inter- 


lude. on | 
Mary MAGDALEN, her Life and Repentance, 
1567. This Play is printed in an old black Letter. 


NN N π⏑ ALANA CARL AMA A Ra IN A W/2 N. 2 SY WA; NA 
ROO AE ALLE TSS TEA SUN NN AUS HALLS INI A 


EDMUND WALLE R, Eſq; 


F HIS admirable Poet was horn at Coleſhill in 


Hertfordſbire, in the Year 1605. He was Son 
of Robert Waller of Agmondeſham, in the County of 
Buckingham, Eſq; and his Mother was of the anci- 
ent Family of the Hampdens in that County. His 
Father was bred a Lawyer, and practis'd at the Bar 
ſome time, and by his prudent OEconomy lett him 
an Eſtate of 3500 J. a Year, tho' his Family was but 
a younger Branch of the Wallers of Kent. His Father 
dying when he was very young, the Care of his E- 

os ducation 
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ducation fell to his Mother, who ſent him firſt to 
Eton- School, from whence he remov'd to King“ 
College, Cambridge. He began to write at Sixteen, 
and was ſo early fit for Buſineſs, that at Seventeen 
Years of Age he was choſen into the laſt Parliament 
of King James I, and ſerv'd as Burgeſs for Agmm- 
deham. He had the Honour to be careſs'd by Per- 
ſons of the beſt Quality at Court, and was very inti- 


mate with my Lord Falkland, Chillingworth, Godolphin, 


&c. and likewiſe with the Counteſs of Carli/le, and 
others of the Fair Sex famous for their Wit; nor was 
he leſs converſant with the greateſt Wits of Fauce, 
Voiture, La Fontaine, St. Evremond, &c. During the 
Uſurpation of Oliver Cromwel, he was concern'd in a 
Conſpiracy, to recover the City of London into the 
King's Hands; and being betray'd by his Siſter 
Price, he was fin'd 100007. and ſuffer'd Baniſhment. 
Upon the Reſtoration, he was us'd with great Hu- 
manity by King Charles II. He was very much in 
Love with the Lady Dorothy Sidney, whom in his 
Poems he calls Sacharifſa : ſhe was afterwards mar- 
ried to the Earl of Sunderland. He had a great deal 
of Wit; was generally admir'd for the Delicacy and 
Elevation of his Genius ; and he was the firſt that 
refin'd our Engliſb Verſification. He writ two Dra- 
matick Pieces. | 

I. PoupE the Great; a Tragedy, aged by the 
Duke of Tork's Servants, 1664. This is a Tranſlation 
from Corneile, and the Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex 
aſſiſted in it. | 

II. The Maid's Tragedy; a&ed with great Applauſe. 
This is a Play of Fletcher's reviv'd, with Altera- 
tions, and an entire new Fifth Act. | 

Mr. Walter's Genius did not ſo much incline to 
Dramatick Writings as other Poetry, as may be col- 
lected from his Verſes on Fletcher's Plays: 


Engliſh DRAMAT Ick Potts, 267 


I never yet the Tragick Strain aſſay d, 
Deter d by that inimitable Maid; 

And when I venture at the Comick Style, 
Thy Scornful Lady ſeems to mock my Toil. 


He died at London in the Year 1688, but was buri- 
ed in Beconsfield Church-Yard, in the County of Buc- 
kingham, near the Vault of his Family. There is 


2 Tomb erected over him with the following Inſcrip- 


tions, written by Mr. Rymer : 


On the Weſtern End. 
Edmundi Waller hic jacet id quantum mort: ceſſit, 
Qui inter Poetas ſui temporis facile princeps, 
Lauream, quam meruit adoleſcens, 
Octogenarins haud abdicavit. 
Huic debet Patria Lingua quod credas 
AS Grace Latineque intermitterent, Muſæ 
 Loqui amarent Anglice. 


South Side. 


Heus viator tumulatum vides Edmundum Waller, 
Qui tanti Nominis Poeta, & idem avitis opibim, 
Inter primos, ſpectabilis; Muſis ſe dedit & patriz. 
Nondum Octodecenarius, inter Ardua Regni tractantes, 
FSedem habuit a Burgo de Amerſham iſſus. 
Hic vitæ curſus nec Oneri defuit ſenex, vixitq; ſemper 
Populo charus, Principibus in deliciis, Admirationi 
Omnibus. 
Hic conditur Tumulo ſub eodem 
Rara Virtute & multa prole Nobilis 
Uxor, Maria ex Breſhorum Familia, 
Cum Edmundo Waller, Conjuge Chariſſimo: 
Quem ter & decies lætum fecit patrem, 
J. Filis, Filiabus VII, 
Quos Mundo dedit, & in Calum rediit. 0 
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A GENTLEMAN of a good Family, born 
in England. He writ Two Plays. 

Royal, 1698. Dedicated to the Honourable James 
Kendall, Eſq; The Author writ this Play at Nine- 


teen Years of Age, and acted a Part in it himſelf. 
It ſeems to be a kind of Imitation of Orocnoks. 


Theatre Royal. 
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Eaſt End. 


Edmundus Waller, cui hoc Marmor Sacrum eft, 
Colſhill naſcendi locum habuit, Cantabrigiam Studend, 
Patrem Robertum & ex Hampdena ſtirpe matrem ; 
Ca pit vivere 3 Martii A. D. 1605. 

Prima Uxor Anna, Edwardi Banks Filia Unica 
| Hares ; 
Ex prima bis Pater faftus ; ex ſecunda tredecies, 
Cui & duo luſtra Superſtes ; obiit 21 October, 
A. D. 1687. | 


North Side. 


Hoc Marmore Edmundo Waller, 
Marizque ex ſecundis Nuptiis Conjugi, 
Pientiſſimis parentibus piiſſimè parentavit 
Edmundus Filius. 
Honores bene-merentibus Extremos dedit, 
Quoos ipſe fugit 
EL. V. FE. H. G. ex Teſtamento H M P. 


in Julii 1700. 


Mr. WILLIAM WALKER. 


in the Iſle of Barbadoes, but educated moſtly 


I. Victorious Love; a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre 


II. Marry or do Wirſe; a Comedy, acted at the 


Mr. 


tre 
mes 
ne- 


the 
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FFF 


Mr. R. WAV E R. 


A UT HOR of a Dramatick Piece, call'd, 
Luſty Juvemus; an Interlude, printed without 
any Date. 2 


Sc eee 


Mr. WILLIAM WATER. 


AUT HOR of one Play long ſince printed, 
call'd, | 
The Longer thin Liv f, the more Fool thou art; a 
merry Comedy. This Play has no Date to ir. 


bo hp pip ip hp he hp hp i hp hp he hp 


Mr. JouN WEBSTER. 


T HIS Author was a Contemporary with Decker, 

* Marſton, and Rowley, and join'd with them in 
ſeveral Dramatick Pieces. He was Clerk of St. An- 
drew's Pariſh in Holborn, and eſteem'd a tolerable 
Poer in thoſe Days. The Plays he writ are, 

I. The Il hite Devil, or The Tragedy of P. Gro R- 
DANO URSINI Duke of Brachiano, with the Life 
and Deathof ViTTORIA CoOROMBONA, the famous 
Venetian Courtezan ; firſt acted at the Phenix in Drury- 
Lane, 1612, and afterwards at the Theatre Royal, 
by their Majeſties Servants. 

II. The Devil's Law-Caſe, or When Women go to 
Lau, the Devil is full of Buſineſs ; a Tragi-Comedy, 
ated by their Majeſties Servants, 1623. Dedica- 

| ted 
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ted to Sir Thomas Finch. Part of the Plot of this 
Play is taken from Skenkiza's Obſervat. Medi. 
Goulart's Hiſtories Admirables, Tom. 1. & V. Maxinu, 
Lib. 1. c. 8. | 

III. The Dutcheſs of MALFE ET Tragedy, firſt 
acted privately in Blacł-Nypars, 1623. Dedicated 
to George Lord Berkley. This Play was acted with 
Applauſe, and has been once reviv'd. For the Plot, 


| ſee Bandello's Novels, Goulart s Hiſt. Admirab. and 


Beard's Theatre of God s Judgments. 
IV. Ayeivs and VIRGINIA; a Tragedy, acted 
at the Duke of orks Theatre, 1659. This Play 
was reviv'd and alter'd by Mr. Betterton ſome Years 
ſince. Plot from Livii Hiſt. Horus, &c. 
V. The Thracian Wonder ; a Comic- Hiſtorica 


Play, acted with great Applauſe, 1661. 


VI. 4 Cure for a Cuckold; a Comedy, 1661. Mr. 


| Rowley aſſiſted in the Compoſing of theſe two Plays, 


Jo HN WEST oO N, Eſq; 


A N Author, who in the Reign of King Charls1I, 
writ one Play, call'd, | 

The Amazon Queen, or The Amours of Thatss 

TRIS aud ALEXANDER the Great; a Tragi-Come- 

dy, 1667. This Play was writ in Heroick Verſe, 

but never appear'd on the Stage. The Story you 

may find in Srabo, Lib. 11. Q. Curt. Lib. 6. Juſtin, 


Lib. 3. 
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My. W HITAKER. 


TH IS Gentleman, in the Reign of K. Charles II, 
publiſh'd the following Play, 
The Conſpiracy, or Change of Government ; a Trage- 
dy, acted at the Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1680. 
Written in Heroick Verſe. 


CSIC ISAS 2A 215 245,248 21S ASS IIS 245,215 215,215 21S 215,215 215,216, 


Dr. ROBERT WI I p. 


A FANATIC K Zealot, Author of er Boreale, 
* other Poems, and one Play, call'd, 
The Benefice; a Comedy, 1689. The Opinions 


the Presbyterians entertain of the Orthodox Clergy, 


may be eaſily collected from this Play, The Deſign 
is chiefly taken from another Play, call'd, The Return 
from Parnaſſus, or A Scourge for Simony. 


N Ne 


. „ R ME KK NS ES SMS 


Mr. LEONARD WILLAN. 


THIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles II. He wrote a Paſtoral, call'd, 
ASTRA, or True Love's Mirrour, 1651. Dedi- 
cated to the Illuſtrions Princeſs Mary, Dutcheſs of 
Richmond and Lenox. Plot from a Romance of the 
ame Name, 


. 
v 


At. 


— . —— — . 
- n= —— 


8 ĩ⅛ 2 7ĩê TT r . — ———— 
— _ = 2 — — = — — ERS. — * 
— 2 —— — — . ʒW rr ——— 


h 


WOE TR 
1 ht” } n 
| N. In 
THY it it, 1 
Ni i 
5 BY 
Nil ſl $1} 
1 Th. ! 
MTN i 
is 
1 0 
Nine 
Din 
| 4 TILE nl 
010 1 || 
Mi | why | | 
WITT | 
4 ir 111 i 
Unt 
MN | 
if 401008 
ö 1 | 89% 
ö * 
U WIT 1 
| | . 
It LIK 
t THIEN | 
| ki l 7 11 
Din 
| 1 
M tj 
„ 11 | 
| SHUT AAR | 
'Þ | 
N 
# i | 1 
Mut 
Inn 
Minn 
11 11 
PI. / iT 4; 
tit 19 
Minn 
mW 1 11 
i [ 
i 11 { 1 
bt 10 ny 
19 TILL 
inn | 
10 11 ( 
N | | 
1 1 
1 11 1 
Men 
11 111 id! 
tl 1119 
Nin 
eh ! 
j p 
j! wii ith [ 
4 11 7 
1 THI! 
1 405 It! 0 iſ! 
14 111 1 
v al i | 4 
10 U 
4 0 il 1 
Mini 
15 Tit 
| 141 
M 
1 
. 
Tt wh: 
Mi . 
e ö 
ll 11 
14 Wh! 
0 
4 1 Ii 
i d fy 
wu | | 
ul | 1 
Wh! 
1 4 
WH. 
WH. 4h 
n 7 
. 
1 1 1 
. 
Ht. { 
11 $1 4 
144 
. 
i 
1 
: 14 
Mt | 
. 4 
[ j 1 i 
i i N 
Nei 
[ I 
1 | 
Iii 
4 1 111 
11 
i 
a d "| 
11 
1 ll 
4 J 
1 1 
N 1 
160 1 0 
Wh | 
in 
1 110 17 
M 
114 
Mine 
ine 
q N od 
THEM 1 114 
Nennen 
; j F 
f } / [ 
I 1 
q 
{1 11 
; { 11 (| 
l 1 


272 Lives and Characters of the 


Seeed. 
Mr. GEORGE WILEkINS. 
AN Author, who, in the Reign of King Charts], 


writ one Play. 

De Miſeries of Enforc'd Marriage; a Tragi-Come- 
dy, 1637. Mrs. Behn is oblig'd to this Play for 
great part of the Plot of her Town-Fop, or Sir Tims 
thy Tawdry. 3 

This Author likewiſe join d with Day and Rowley 
in the Three Engliſb Brothers, 


GD eee eee 


JoN WIL MO r, Earl of Rocheſter, 


＋ O this Illuſtrious Nobleman we are very much 
indebted for his excellent Alteration of, | 
VALENTINIAN; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal. Written originally by Mr. Fletcher, 
« who, (as Mr. H//eley judiciouſly obſerves, *) tho 
ce he might be allow d ſome Preference in the Skill 
« of a Play-Wright, (a Thing my Lord had not 
cc much ſtudied) in the Contrivance and working 
ce up of a paſſionate Scene; yet my Lord had ſo 
© many other far more eminent Virtues to lay in the 
© contrary Scale, as muſt neceſſarily weigh down 
© the Ballance.” The juſt Character of my Lord's 


Performance is, I think, given by Mrs. Behn in her 


Prologue to the Play. 
N Tam d 


— 


1 


* See the Preface to Valentinian, which was publiſh'd Ly that 


Nentleman after his Lordſhip's Deceaſe. 
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PE *d and ſubſtantial Authors give this Treat, 
Aud "twill be Solemn, Noble all and Great. 
Wit, ſacred W/it, is al the Buſineſs here, 
Gieat Fletcher, and the Greater Rocheſter. 
None but great Strephon's ſoft and power ful Wit 
Dur undertake to mend what Fletcher writ. 
Diff rent their heavenly Notes: Tet both agree 
To make an everlaſting Harmony, 

Liſten, ye Virgins, to his charming Song, 
Eternal Muſick dwelt upon his ongue - 
T he Gods of Love and Wit inſpir d his Pen, 
Aud Love and Beauty was his glorious Theme. 


FFF 


Mr. ROBERT W1IiLMOT. 


AN Author in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
He writ one Play at the Requeſt of the Gentle- 
men of the Ianer-Temple, call'd, 

TANCRED and GuiSMOND; a Tragedy, aged 
betore her Majeſty by the Gentlemen of the Imer- 
Temple, 1592. Dedicated to the Lady Mary Peter, 
and the Lady Aune Grey, Plot from Boccaces No- 
rels. Nav. 1. Day 4. 
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Mr. Joun WILSON. 


A GENTLEMAN who liv'd in the Reign of 

King Charles II. He retided ſome time in Dub- 
in, and was Recorder of Londonderry in Ireland. He 
was Author of the four following Plays : 
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I ANDRO NICUS CoMMENIUS; a Tragedy, 
1663. For the Story, ſee Leunclavizs, Cantacuzoyy, 
and Heylyu's Coſmography, in the Deſcription of Gy, 

II. The Projectors; a Comedy, 1665. This Play 
met with very good Succeſs on the Stage. 

III. The Cheats; a Comedy, 1671. This is à d. 
verting Comedy, and was acted with great Ap- 


plauſe. : 
IV. BzxLPHEGOR, or The Marriage of the Dei: 


a Comedy, acted at the Queen's Theatre in Doyſe- 
Garden, 1690. The Plot from Quevedo's Novels, 
and Machiavel. 

CINE EIS 87306850 620 C59 G69. 4420 C254 


ww. 


Mr. NATHANIEL Woon. 


A CLERGYMAN of the City of Noruich, 
in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, Author of 


one Dramatick Piece. | 
The Conflict of Conſcience ; a Paſtoral, 1581. This 
Piece has a great deal of Morality in it, and was 
deſign'd to be preſented in private Families as well 
as in publick. | 


Mr. Joun WRIGHT: 


A GENTLEMAN of the Middle- Tem 
He writ two Plays. 1 

I. TRHYEST ES a Tragedy, 1674. Dedicated 
to the Lord Herrard. This is a Tranſlation from 


Seneca. | 


II Mack 


„ 
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II. Mock THTESTES; a Farce, 1674, writ in 
Burleſque Verſe. Upon which, among others, were 
writ the following Lines: 


Did SEN ECA now live, he ſtraight would ſay, 
That your Tranſlation has not wrong d his Play; 
But that in every Page, in ev'ry Line, 

toar Language does with equal Splendor ſhine. 


nns 


Mr. THOMAS WRIGHT. 


A UTHOR of one Play, call'd, 

The Female Vertuoſoes; a Comedy, acted at the 
Queen's Theatre with Applauſe, 1693. Dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Charles Earl of Minchelſea. 
It is an improv'd Tranſlation of Molieres Femmes 
Scavantes, i. e. The Learned Ladies. 
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ANNE Counteſs of Winchelſca. 


HIS Lady, deſervedly celebrated for her fine 

OD Es on the Spleen and Vanity, has to her Col- 
tion of Poems, (publiſh'd in Octavo, 1713) added, 
ARISTOMENES, or T he Royal Shepherd; a Tra- 
Lech. This Play was never repreſented on the 
drage. 5 


1 Some 
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UOTE 


HEAR 

11 . 

A Some Memoirs of 

* | Wu 
$1,808 | | 
5 By Major PA CK. 

1 HIS Gentleman was Son of — Mpche lh, 

1 Eſq; of Shropſhire, who lived in the Neigh- 
1 bourhood of Shrew:bury, and was poſſeſſed of an 
3 | Eftate of about Six Hundred Pounds a Year. It is 

"Id ſaid he did not ſtand much indebted to the Tender- 
Ws neſs of his Father, when his Debts and Misfortunes 

bf gave him moſt reaſon to demand and expect his 
1 Aſſiſtance; namely, after the Death of King Charles, 
bs and the Abdication of King James, with both which 
1 Princes he was in a great degree of Favorr. How- 


ever that may be, he was obliged to his Care tor 
2 liberal Education, as well as to Nature for his 
extraordinary Talents, which he improv'd with the 
greateſt Refinements. After ſome Time ſpent at 
the Univerſity, he was removed to the Inns of 
Court, and enter'd of the Middle-Temple : But ma- | 
king his tirſt Appearance in Town in a Reign when | 


pi — — 
—— — 
3 
e 


Wit and Gait) were the Favourite Diſtinctions, he \ 
ſoon left the dry Study of the Law, and gave into 
P.r{aits more agreeable to his. own Genius, as well q 
as to the Taſte of the Age. It was not long before t 
he became generally known, and as much careſſed . 
by the Perſons moſt Eminent for their Quality, ot a 
Politeneſs; and among others of that Character, F 
and Rank, the famous Duke of Buckiugham honourd N 


him 
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him with his Familiarity and Eſteem : But whether 
he received any more profitable Marks of his Friend- 
ſhip than publick Profeſſions, and outward Civili- 
ties, Jam not able to declare. A 8. ory that Mr. 
 Wicherley related to me, upon another Occaſion, 

| makes me inclined to believe, that that Careleſs, 
tho' Ingenious Nobleman, might poſlibly neglect to 
reward Merit in him, as well as in the Perſon I am 
oing to mention. 

Mr. WWjcherley always laid hold of any Opportu- 
nities, that ofter'd, to repreſent to his Grace how 
well Mr. Butler had deſerved of the Royal Family, 
by writing his inimitable Hidibras; and that it 
was 4 Reproach to the Court, that a Perſon of his 
Loyalty, as well as Wit, ſhould ſifter in that Obſcu- 
rity, and under the Wants he did. The Duke 
ſeemed always to hearken with Attention enough, 
and at laſt undertook to Recommend his Pretenſions 
to the King. Mr. Mcherle, to keep him ſteady to 
his Word, obtained of his Grace to name a Day, 
when he might introduce that Modeſt and Untor- 


tunate Poet to his new Patron. At laſt an Ap- 


pointment was made, and the Place of meeting 
was fixed to be at the Roe-Buck. Mr. Butler ard 
tis Friend attended accordingly. The Dake too 
joined them: But, as the Devil would have it, the 
Door of the Room where they ſat was open, and his 
Grace, who had placed himſelf near it, obſerving 
a Pimp of his Acquaintance (the Creature too 
was a Knight) trip by with a Brace of Ladies, he 
immediately quitted his Engagement to go upon 
another kind of Daty that he was more ready at, 
than in doing good Offices to Men of Deſert, tho 
no Man was better qualify'd, both by his Fortune 
and Undceritanding, to protect them; and from that 
Hour to rhe Day of his Death, poor Butle, never 
fond the leaſt Effect of his Promiſe. But to return 

| 4-3 to 
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to Mr. Mqcherley His Company was not only 
courted by the Men, but he found his Perſon as 
welcome to the Ladies; and as King Charles was 
extremely fond of him, upon account of his Wit, 
ſome of the Royal Miſtreſſes ſet no leſs Value (as , 
I have heard) upon zhoſe Parts in him of which they 
were more proper Judges. Ir is known to every one 
that hath converſed in the World, that the Amours 
of Britain, 1n the firſt Years of that Monarch, would 
furniſh as diverting Memoirs, if well related, as 
thoſe of France, publiſh'd by Rabutin, or thoſe of 
Nero's Court, writ by Petronius. Among many other 
Pieces of Gallantry, I cannot forbear to mention 
one juſt, (pour la rarit® du fait) that Mr. Wicher- 
ley was telling me once, they had in thoſe Days, 
It was this: There was a Houſe at the Bridge Foot 
(you ſee how diſtant the Scene lies now from what 
it did then) where Perſons of better Condition uſed 
to reſort for Pleaſure and Privacy. The Liquor the 
g Ladies and their Lovers uſed to drink, at thoſe 
. Meetings, was Canary; and among other Compli- 
1 ments, the Gentlemen paid their Miſtreſſes, this 
beth it ſeems was always one, to take hold of the Bot- 
TH tom of their Smocks, and, pouring their Wine thro 
| that Filtre, feaſt their Imagination with thought of 
what gave the Teſto, and ſo drink a Health to the 


{ 
Tit | 
A Tel, | 
"A He is juſtly celebrated among the beſt of our Eng- 
we Ii Comick Poets. His Plays are an excellent Satire 0 
oY: upon the Vices and Follies of the Age he lived in. 4 
* His Stile is Maſculine, and his Wit is pointed; | ö 
1 and yet with all that Sharpneſs and Severity with 
1 Which he appears on tlie Stage, thoſe who were of . 
14 his Acquaintance applauded him for the Generolity l 
1 | and Gentleneſs of his Temper. The Right Ho- 
1 pourable the preſent Lord Laiſanum hath very finely 2 
. 4 vindicated his Friend upon this Head, to 1 A- 8 
a | pology 
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pology 1 refer the Reader. Our Author was 
twice Married, once, in the younger Part of his 
Life, to the Counteſs of Drogheda, who ſettled her 
whole Fortune upon him : But his Title being dif- 
ited after her Death, the Expence of the Law, 

and other Incumbrances ſo far reduced him, that he 
was not able to ſatisfy the Impatience of his Credi- 
tors, and they flung him at laſt into Priſon, TI have 
been aſſured, that the Booꝶſeler who printed his 
Plain-Dealer, by which he gained as much Money 
almoſt as the Author did Reputation, was ſo Un- 
gr1teful to his Benefactor, as to refuſe to lend him 
Twenty Pounds in his extreme Neceſſities. In that 
Confinement he languiſhed Seven Years, nor was re- 
leaſed from thoſe Bonds, till King James going to 
ſce the Play I juſt mention'd, was ſo charmed with 
the Entertainment, as to give order for the imme- 
diate Payment of his Debts, and farther allowed 
him a Penſion of 200 J. per Ann. as long as he con- 
tinued in England. But the bountiful Intentions of 
that Prince to him had not the deſign d Effect, pure- 
by the Modeſty of this poor Gentleman, who 
was aſhamed to tell my Lord Mulgrave, (the pre- 
ſent Duke of Buckingham, whom the King ſent to 
demand it) a full State of his Debts.” Mr. Y/cher- 
ly hath acknowledged to me, that this Nobleman 
likewiſe lent him once 500 J. upon his Bond. At 
alt his Father (whom by the bye, they ſay, he ſha- 
dowed under the Character of the litigious Lady 
Blachacre) died, and left him his Eſtate, but under 
rery uncaſy Limitations, he not being allowed to 
. raiſe Money upon it for the Payment of his Debts. 
Yet ashe had a Power to make a Joynture, he mar- 
ried, almoſt at the Eve of his Death, a young Gen- 
tlewoman of 1500 J. Fortune, part of which having 
ipplied to the Uſes he wanted it for, ke died in 
great Peace abour eleven Days after the Celebration 
| T4 of 
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1 of his Nuprials, in the Year 1715, and about the 
1 Eightieth of his Age. He lies interred in the Vault 
* of Covent-Garden Church. | | 
. 0 N The Four excellent Plays Mr. Mycherley has given 
9 | us, were publiſh'd in the following Order, 

I. Love in a Wood, or St. IAM ES Park; a Come- 
dy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1672. Dedicated 
to the Dutcheſs of Cleveland. 


1 
. 
1 
4 

0 
i 
Li 
1 
1 
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| 3 II. The Gentleman Dancing-Maſter; a Comedy, ac- 
1 ted at the Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1673. 
| 1 III. The Plain - Dealer ; a Comedy, acted at the 
14 Theatre Royal, 1678. Dedicated to Madam B.— 
I IV. The Country Wife; a Comedy, acted at the 


Theatre Royal, 1683. 
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Mr. CHARLES BECKINGHAM. 


HIS Gentleman was educated at Merchant- 
Taylors School, and at Nineteen Years of Age 
gave us a Tragedy, call'd, 

Sciy1o0 AFRICANUS; acted at the Theatre in 
Lincolas-Imm-Fields, 1717, with Applauſe. I think 
that he hath hit the Diction of the Stage very well; 
his Expreſſions are all very proper, and hisSentiments 
juſt. His Plot is founded on Truth, as delivered to 
us by Hiſtory, and is indeed very well ſuited for a 
Dramatick Performance. The Action is one and 
entire; the Epiſodes very judiciopſly interwoven, ſo 
that they conduce and ſeem to belong to the main 
Deſign. The Characters are well drawn, and the 
Unities of the Stage preſerv'd : In ſhorr, it is an ex- 
cellent Tragedy, conformable to the Rules of the 
Drama, and the Precepts of our Modern Criticks. 


MAX 
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FCC 


MaRTIN BLADE N, Eſq; 


A UTHOR of one Play, call'd, 

Solo, or Philoſophy no Defenſe agains? Lore; 
A Tragi-Comedy, never acted. It was printed in 
the Year 1705, unknown to the Author, 


is . 
1 Cee IGIOGKI HIGHS IGHSICGIO 
„ AF. BARTON BOOTYyH. 


i AN excellent Player, and the only living Orna- 
1 ment of the Tragick Scene. This Gentleman 
1 is deſcended from a very good Family, was born in 
. Lancaſhire, and educated at Weſtminſter-School under 

| Dr. Busby. He has given us one Dramatick Piece, 


Ws call'd, 

{1 Dipo and EN RAS; a Maſque, perform'd at the 
i | Theatre Royal in Drury-Laze, with r Applauſe, 
. 1716. 


r eee, 
Mr. ABEL BOYER. 

9 A FRE NC A Refugee, Author, (or rather 

7.448 Tranſlator from Racine) of one Play, call'd, 


Wh. | ACHILLES, or IP HIOGOENIA v3 AVL Is; a Tra- 
„ gedy, acted at the Theatre Royal. 
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Mr. THOMAS BRERETON. 


T HIS Gentleman is the Son of Thomas Brereton, 

Eſq; Major of the Queen's Dragoons in the 
Reiga of King William III, and deſcended from a 
younger Branch of the ancient and noble Family of 
the Breretons of Brereton, in the County of Cheſhire. 
He was educated firſt at the Free-School of Cheſter ; 
and afterwards under . Mr. Denis, a French Retugee, 
who kept a Boarding-School in that City. From 
him he remov'd to Brazen-Noſe-College in Oxford, of 
which he continu d a Member during the ſpace of 
Eight Years, but as yet has only taken the Degree 
of Batchelor of Arts. He is the Author of Two 
Dramatical Performances. | 

I. ESTHER, or Faith Triumphant ; a ſacred Tra- 
gedy in Rhime, with a Chorus after the Manner of 
the ancient Greeks, Tranſlated with Improvements, 
from the French of Mr. Racine, by whom this Play 
was originally written for the particular Uſe of the 
Virgins or Nuns of St. Cyr, and by them acted in 
the Preſence of Louis XIV. Mr. Brereton has pre- 
fix d a large Dedication to the Lord Archbiſhop of 
Ih, in defence of ſuch Compoſitions, againſt the 
Rants of Tertullian and Mr. Collier. 

II. $ JoEN OTLD CASTLE, or Love and Zeal ; 
2 Tragedy, in which he all along keeps in view the 
Polieucte, or Martyr of Mr. Corneille. 

This Author has begun a Tranſlation of the other 
| ſacred Tragedy of Racine, call'd, ATHALIAH; as 
likewiſe a Comedy, which he entitles, The Oxford 
Ladies, or The Nibleman, 
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r. JohN DURANT BRevar. 


= Gentleman is Son of the late Dr. Breval, 


one of the Prebendaries of NMſtminſter. He had 
his Education at Weſtmirſter-School, from whence he 
was elected to Trinity-College in Cambridge, of which 
he was ſome time Fellow: But leaving the Univer- 
ſity, he went into the Army, and has now a Lieute- 
nant's Commiſſion. He has given us one Drama- 
tick Performance, call'd, 
The Play is the Plot; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1717. This Play met with but in- 


different Succeſs, being, as himſelf allows, mere 


Farce. Part of it ſeems to be tranſlated from ſome 
French Interludes in Le Theatre Italien. He has writ 
ſeveral very entertaining Poems, viz. The Art of 
Dreſs. II. Mac Dermot, or The Iriſh Fortune-Hunter, 
III. Calpe, or Gibraltar, &c. 


E l BED END BED 8 RUDE! 
Mr. CHRISTOPHER BULLOCK. 


O1ixT-MANAGER with Mr. Keene of the Thea- 

tre in Lincolas-Tan-Fields. He is the Son of M. 
IVilliam Bullock, a famous Comedian. He is a goo 
Player, appears ſprightly on the Stage, and general 
ly acts thoſe Parts in Comedy which are perform 
by Mr. Cibber at Drury-Lane, He has publiſh'd Five 
Pramatick Pieces. 

I. Woman's a Riddle; a Comedy, acted with Ap- 
plauſe. Dedicated to the Earl of har ton, 1716. 


Part of this Plot is borrow'd from a Sani Come- 


II. Tre 


dy, call 'd, Woman's the Devil. 
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II. T he Cobler of Preſton; a Farce, acted with Ap- 
plauſe, 1717. The Plan of this Farce is taken from 
SLakeſpear's Tinker of Burton- Heath, in the Taming of 
the Shrew. | 

III. The Slip; a Farce, acted with Applauſe. 

IV. The Adventures of Half an Hour ; a Farce. 

V. 4 Woman's Revenge, or A Match in Newgate; a 


Comedy, of three Acts, acted with Applauſe. Chiefly 


taken from an old Play of Marſton s, call'd, The 
Dutch Courteſan. All theſe Pieces were perform'd at 
the Theatre in Lincoln Iun-Fields. | 


Bananas 
Mr. BURN ABV T. 


T N this Gentleman's Account is omitted a Play 
wrote by him, call'd, | 

Tue Reform'd Wife; a Comedy, acted at the Thea- 

tre Royal in Driry-Lane. 


e K K ng 
85 | 
Mrs. CEN T LIVRE. 


N this Gentlewoman's Account it ſhould have 
been obſerv'd, that her Farce, call'd, BIKER 
STAFFs Burying, or Mork for the Upholders, was at 
firſt, ſeveral times acted at the Theatre Royal, and 
ſome time after again reyiv'd under the Title of, The 


» 


| Cuſtom of the Country, | | 


Mr. 


286 Modern DRAMAT ICR Porrs. 


ee 
iss E R. 

T Hs judicious Writer has taken upon him to 

Burleſque Mr. Lee's Rival Queens, or The Deat) 

of ALEXANDER the Great, in a Farce, call'd, The | 

Rival Queans; moſtly valuing himſelf upon the Wit 


of his punning Title, the Performance it ſelf being 
only fit for the Mouth of Punchianellb. 


N 
- 
Mrs. Davis. 


THIS Gentlewoman is a Clergyman's Widow : 


She was born in Leland, and has writ a Play, 
call'd, | 

The Humonrs of Pork; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Lincolns-Inm- Fields, 1715. 


CEE ICI 
Mr. JOHN DENNIs. 


N the Account this Gentleman ſent, he omitted, 
but for what Reaſon is unknown to us, a Play 


wrote by him, call'd, Gibraltar, or The Spaniſh Ad- 


venture; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal in 
Drury Lane. | | 
E. 1 A * ; 


to 
ath 


The 


Vit | 


ing 
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CO OH 
LAURENCE ECHARD, M. A. 


HIS Gentleman, beſides a Tranſlation of 

TERENCE, has given us Three Comedies 
from PLAurus, I. AmPenirtryon, II. Eript 
cus, III. Ruptxs; with Critical Remarks upon 
each Play. To which he has prefix'd a judicious 
Parallel between Terence and Plautus; and for a clear- 
er Deciſion of the Point, that Terence was the more 
Polite Writer of Comedy, he produces the firſt Act 
of Plautis s Aulularia, and the firſt Act of his Miles 
Glorioſo, againſt the third Act of Terence s Eunuch. It 
0% to be ober v d, ſays Mr. Echard, that Plautus was 
ſomeuohat poor, and made it his principal Aim to pleaſe 
aud tickle the common People; and ſince they were almost 
always delighted with ſomething new, ſtrange, and unuſual, 
the better to humour them, he was not only frequently ex- 
travagant in his Expreſſions, bus likewiſe in his Cha- 
racters too, and drew them often more Vicious, more Co- 
vetous, more Fooliſh, &c. than generally they were, and 
this to ſet the People a gaxing and wondring. With theſe 
fort of Characters mauy of our Modern Comedies a- 
bound, which makes em too much degenerate into Farce, 
which ſeldom fail of pleaſing the Meb. Mr. Echard has, 
in juſtice ro Mr. Dryden, given us ſome Inſtances of 
his Improvement of AMPHITRYON, and concludes 
them with this juſt Remark in Compliment to our 
Nation, IT fiad that many of the fine Things of the 
Ancients are lite Seeds, that when planted on Engliſh 
Ground, by a Poet, 5kilful Hand, thrive and produce 


excellent 
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excellent Fruit, Theſe Three Plays are printed in 4 
Pocket Volume. Dedicated to Sir Charles Sidley. 


F. 
eMr. THOMAS FOR p. 


N Author, who, in the Reign of King Carles] 
writ the following Play: 

Love's Labyrinth, or The Royal Shepherdeſs ; a Tragi- 

Comedy, 1660. Part of this Play is borrow'd from 

Gomerſal's Tragedy of Sforza Duke of Millan. This 

Author likewite writ ſeveral other Pieces of Poetry, 

as his Theatre of Wit, &c. printed with this Play. 


Seeed 
. 


A UTHOR of a Play, calld, 
The Royal Martyr, or King Charles the Firi? ; a 
Tragedy. 


TOE 
AE AD 
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ww 
eMr. Jostren Gar. 


A UTHOR of an excellent Farce, call'd, 

The Confederates, This Farce was written to 
expoſe the Obſcenity and falſe Pretence to Wat, in 
a Comedy calld, Three Hours after Marriage. 

In which, Three mighty Bards their Forces 
join'd ; * and in whoſe Praiſe were ſpoke the follow- 
ing Lines, at the Theatre Royal, by Mr. Wilh. 


Such were the Wags who boldly did adventure, 
Jo Club a Farce by Tripartite Indentare ; 

But let them Share their Dividend of Praiſe, 
Aud wear their oun Fools Cap inſtead of Bays.f 


* Mr. John Gay, Mr. Pope, and Dr. Arbuthnott. 
Prologue to the Sultaneſs. 


e e eee enn 


Mr.. CHARLES GORING. 


A GENTLEMAN who has writ one Play, 
call'd 
IR EN 25 or The Fair Greek; a Tragedy, 1708. 


Dedicated to the late Dake of Beaufort. Neve: acted. 


U Mr, 
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27 H 20 e HPF} PRES} PRES; D FORE 2 2. 2 
2 f 20 652082 SOOT LOT . 20 WE TO Gin 


Mr. GRE B N. 


A UTHOR of a Dramatick-Paſtoral, call d, 
The Loves of ERGasTo. 


Seeeekaee beende, 
Mr. BENJAMIN GRIFFIN. 


A COMEDIAN, of about Three Years ſtand- 
ing at the Theatre in Lincolns-Tan-Fields, He is 
the Son of the late Reverend Mr. Benjamin Griffin, 
Rector of Buxton and Oxnead, in the County of M- 
148 folk, the Seats of the Paſtons, Earls of Tarmouth, 

1 to which honourable Family he was many Tears 
0 8 f | Chaplain. Our Author was born at Oxnead afore- 
„ ſaid, and educated at the Free-School of N. 
1 MWalſbam in the ſaid County, founded by that Noble 
£1 Family. He has publiſh'd an Alteration of an old 
ih Play, writ by Maſſinger and Decker, call'd, 

; I. Lijur d Virtue, or The Virgin-Martyr ; a Tragedy, 
18 acted at Richmond, printed in 125, 1714. Dedica- 
$8 ted to Henry Earl of Rocheſter. 
1M II. Love in a Sack; a Farce of Two Acts, 1715. 
N III. The Humours of Purgatory; a Farce of Two 
11 5 Acts, 1716. - | i 
« j Fe | IV. The Maſquerade, or An Evening's Intrigue ; 2 
A Farce of two Acts, 1717. Theſe Farces were all pe- 
"  form'd at the Theatre in Lincolno-Inn-Tields. | 
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Mr. GRIMST ON. 


A GENTLEMAN of a conſiderabls. Eſte, 
who, when he was very young, wrote a Play, 
call'd, | | h 
De Lawyer's Fortune, or Love in a Hollow-Tree ; a 
Comedy, acted by the Strolers at Mindſor, 1706. 


* 


Ct & R &% I &% & & &S &Þ. & S © £ 
DO OT OT OTE TO ECT OT EMIT 


. H. 
Mr. HORDE N. 


A UTHOR of a Play, call'd, 

Neglected Virtue, or The Unhappy Conquerour ; 4 
Tragedy.. He was an Actor of confiderable Note, but 
was killed about the ſeventh Year of his Appearance. 


LEVELELELELER 


My. CHARLES KNIPE. 


HIS Gentleman was educated at T:mity-Col- 
lege, Cambridge. He has writ one Dramartick 
Piece, calld; - | 

A City Ramble : or, The Humours of the Compter ; a 
Farce of Two Acts, perform'd at the Theatre in Lin- 
clis-Tm-PFields, with great Applauſe, 1715. 
| | 2 L. Mr. 
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ACA 
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My. THOMAS LUPO. 


A UTHOR of a Play, call'd, 
All for Money ; a Tragedy. 


ce On On oe 
M. 


"MOLEIERE: | 
A LL the Comedies of Munſſeur Mol IERE be- 


ing now tranſlated, and deſervedly eſtcem'd, I 
think it not improper in this Place, to give the Rea- 
der {ome Account of that Author and his Writings. 
MoL1tke was the Son of Monſ. Jean BAPT ISI 
PoQUELIN, an Upholſterer in the Palace-Royal at 
Paris; he kept his Shop under the Piliers des Halles, 
where our Author was born, Anno 1630. He was 
deſign'd by his Father for the Law, but his Genius 
carrying him a quite different Way, he became firſt 
an Actor, and afterwards a Writer of Comedies, and 
ſuch as will ever be the greateſt Ornament of that 
kind to his Country. His Plays are Thirty Two 
in Number, viz. . 

I. L' EsrouRDI. Sr MARTIN MAR-ALI. 
Mr. Dryden has made uſe of this Play, in his Fign d 
Janocence, or Sir Martin Mar-all. 

II. Depit Amoureux : The Amorous Quarrel. Mr. 
Drydeu's Mock Aſtroleger, and the greateſt Part of 
Mr. Ravenſcrojt's Wrangling Lovers, are from _ Play. 

| 1 III. Les 


178755 


2 


e 
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III. Les Precieuſes Ridicules : The Affected Ladies. 
Mr. Flecknoe's Damoyſele, Mr. Shaduells Bury-Fair, 
Mr. Dryden's Mock Aſtrologer, Mrs. Behn's Falſe 
Count, are partly from this Comedy; as is the Song 
of Mr, Crown in Sir Courtly Nice, of, Stop Thief, 
ſtop Thief. 

IV. Le Cecu Imaginaire: The Imaginary Cuckold, 
Sir William Davenant's Play-Houſe to be Let, Mr. Mol- 
loy's Miſtake upon Miſtake, are from this Comedy. 

V. L'Eſcole des Maris. A School for Husbands. 
Some Characters in Sir Charles Sidley's Mulberry Gar- 
den, Flecknoe's Damoyſelle Alamode, Ravenſcroft's London 
Cuckolds, Carlel's Sir Soloman, or Cautious Coxcomb, 
are from this Play. 

VI. Les Facheux : The Impertinents. The Suljen 
Lovers, by Mr. Shadwell, is from this Play. | 

VII. L' Eſcole des Femmes. A School for Women. 
Mr. Carlel, Mr. Ravenſcroft, Mr. Flecknoe, have alſo 
_—_ uſe of this Play in their Comedies laſt men- 
tion'd. : 

VIII. La Critique de L' Eſcole des Femmes. The 


School for Women Criticiſed. 


IX. The Princeſs of Elis, or The Pleaſures of the 


| Tichanted Hand. | 


X. Second Part. 

XI. Third Part. | 

XII. Le Marriage Force. The Forced Marriage. Mrs. 
Centlivre's Loves Contrivance, is from this Comedy. 

XIII L' Amour Medecin, Love the beit Phyſician. 
Mrs, Centliure has taken whole Scenes of her laſt 
mention'd Play from this. 
XIV. Le Miſantrope. The Man-Hater, The De- 
ſign of Mr. IJ/jcherley's Plain Dealer, is from this Play. 

XV. Ie Medecin malgre lui, The forced Phyſician. 
Mr. Lacy's Dumb Lady, or The Furrier made Phyſician ; 
Mr. Centlivye's Love's Contrivance, or L Medecia Malgre 


Lui, are alfo out of this Play. : 
| U 3 | XVI. Le 


{ 
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XVI. Le Scilien, ou L Amour Peintre, The Sicili- 
an, or Love makes a Painter. Mr. Crown in his Coun- 
try Nit, and Sir Richard Steele in his Tender Husband, 


1 have taken ſome Incidents out of this Play. 

[vl XVII. Amphit:yon : or, The two Socia's, Mr. Da- 
5 | dien has wondertully improv'd this Play, in his, of 
"OY the ſame Name. | | 
1 XVIII. L' Avare. The Miſer. Mr. Shadwell has 
„ alter'd this, into one of the ſame Name. 5 
„ XIX. GroxG EDA NDIN: or, The Wanton Wiſe 
HET Mr. Berterton has publifh'd this Play with Improve- 
I ments, under the Title of The Amorous Widow : or, 
178 The Wanton Wife. | 

„ XX. Tartuffe, or The Hypocrite. Mr. Medbourne has 
1 done this into Engliſh with ſome Alterations under 
1-448 the Title of Tartnffe, or The French Puritan, as has 
1 Mr. Cibber, but with greater Alterations, and call d 
pint? | it The Mon- juror. | | 


XXI. Monſieur dePouURCEAUGNAC: or, uise 


e 
= LEWES 
— 2 3 
r 
53 = 2 2 


iy TxrrooBr. Several Authors have built upon 
We this Play, as Mr. Ravenſcroft in his Careleſs Lovers, Mr. 
4M Motteux in his Love's a Jeſt; it is alſo tranſlated by an 
. unknown Hand, under the Title of Sqrire Trelocby. 
* XXII. Le Burgeois Gentilbomme. The Gentlemen Ci- 
10 tixen. This is the ſame with Mr. Ravenſcroft's Ma- 


1M | mamouchi. 


9 XXIII. Les Furberies de Scapin, The Cheats of Sca- 
bil pin. Mr. Otway has this, under the fame Title. 

bt XXIV. THche. Mr. Hadwell's Pſyche is from this, 
"i XXV. The Learned Ladies. Mr, Wright's Female 


Firtnoſoes is taken from this. 
XXVI. Don Garcia of Nawarre : or, The Jeallus 
Prime.” 
XXVII. The Fnprompin of Ver ſailler. 
XXVIII. The Libertine. Mr. Shadwell's of the 
ſame Name is from this Play. 
XXIX. Melicerta, An Heroick Paſtoral. — 
EE RAD. Les 
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XXX. Les Amans Magni figues. The Magnificent Lovers. 
XXXI. The Counteſs of Eſcarbagnas. 

XXXII. The Hypocondriach. Mrs. Behn's Sir Pa- 
tieat Fancy 1s from this Play, | 

A Friend of Monſieur Molieres, after his Death, 
writ a {mall Piece, intituled, LOmbre de Mol IER E, 
The Ghoſt of MOGLIERRE, which we mention becauſe 
it is bound up with his Works. 

Mr. Moliere died in the Performance of his Le Ma- 
lade Imaginaire (The Hypocondriack) on the Stage, the 
third Night of its Appearance; Feb. 17, Auuo Dom. 
1679, in the 63d Year of his Age. 


Go Wo Woo og GG IgG 
CHaRLEs MoLLor, Eſq; 


A GENTLEMAN of a good Family in the 

Kingdom of Heland. He was born in Dub- 
lin, but educared for the moſt part abroad : Upon 
his coming into England, he enter d himſelf of the 
Imer-Temple. He has writ Two Plays. | 

I. The Perplex'd Couple, or Miſtake upon Miftale ; 
a Comedy, 1714. Chiefly a Tranſlation from the 
trench, | 

II. The Coquet, or The Engliſh Chevalier ; a Come- 
dy, both acted at the Theatre in Lincolns-Gan-Fields, 
1718, with Applauſe. | 


HA DCOCDICCCCDOnDGoeoccacy 


fir THOMAS MO 


T EIS Gentleman is the Author of a Piece, 

9 | 
ManxcoRa, King of the T imbuftans; a Tragedy, 
acted at the Theatre in Lizcolus-{an-Fields, 1717. 
U 4 | P. Mis 
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CERA eee 


Ar. HREN RT PoRTER 
THIS Author lis d in the Reign of Queen El. 


zabeth, and wrote one Play, call'd, 


The Thee Angry Nomen of Abingdon ; ated by the 


Lord Admiral's Servants, 1599. 
82 IND 7 25 


Ar. Jour Pur 1s. 
A YOUNG 88 now living 


755 8 8585 


Two Political Farces. 


II. The Pretender's Flight : 
quith the Humonrs of the facetions Harry St. John. Both 


EEE 


Mr. ED WA 


AU 


. 
Ve 


| printed 1 in the Year 1716. 


8 IE EY 
R 


ED KREVET. 


THOR of a Play, call'd, 
The Town-Shifts, or The Suburb-Juſtice ; a Co- 


„Author of 


I. The Earl of Mar Marr d. With the Humours of 
Jockey the Highlander. 


or, A Mock-Coronation ; 


medy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, with Ap- 


plauſe, 1671, 


Mt 


12 
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S. N d, , , . N. , 
Sd RS S N 


eee, ene 


Mr. R 


— — — — 


A JES UIT, Author of a Play call'd, 

The Traytor; a Tragedy. This Play was al- 
ter'd, and brought on the Stage by Mr. Shirley, Anno 
1635, as has been already obſerv'd; and in the 
Year 1692 it was reviv'd, under the Title of the 
Tragedy of Au IDA, with a Dedication to the 
Earl of Clincarty, where the anonymous Reviver 
{ays, 'tis the beſt Tragedy this Age has produc'd ; 
but tho' it does not deſerve any ſuch Character, it 
is allow'd to be a good Tragedy. It has been late- 
ly reviv d and alter d by Mr. C. Bulheck, 


CO OOO OOH 
8. 
Mr. RICHARD SAVAGE. 


HIS Gentleman is a Natural Son of the late Earl 
Rivers, by the Counteſs of Macclesfield (now 
Widow of the late Colonel Bret) ſhe being divorc'd 
by the Houſe of Lords from the Earl of Macclesfield 
on Account of his Birth. Earl Rivers himſelf ſtood 
Godfather, gave him his own Name, and ſaw it 
enter'd accordingly in the Regiſter-Book of St. Au- 
drew's Holborn; and for whom, no doubt, he would 
have liberally provided, had not ſome unfair Me- 
thods been put in practice to deceive him, by a falſe 

Report of his Son's Death. T 
Q 
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To his own Mother he has not been the lea 
oblig'd for his Education, but to her Mother the 
Lady Maſon; ſhe committed him to the Care of 
Mrs. Llyd his Godmother, who, dying before he 
was Ten Years old, out of her tender Regard, left 
him a Legacy of 300 1. which was embezzled by her 
Executors. | 

Under all theſe Misfortunes, this Gentleman ha- 
ving a Genius for Dramatick Studies, gave us Two 
Plays between the Age of Nineteen and Tycnty 
One. : 

I. Woman's a Riddle; à Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre in Lincolus-In-Fields, 1716. Dedicated to 
the Marquis of H/harton. The Story is taken from 
a Spaniſh Play, call'd, La Dama Duende. 

II. Love in a Veil; a Comedy, acted at the Thea- 
tre Royal in Drury-Lane, 1718, with Applauſe. De- 

dicated to the Lord Lanſdows. The Story from a 
Spaniſh Play, call'd, Peor eſta que eftava. 0 

To the firſt of theſe Comedies, the Author, being 
unacquainted with the Management of the Stage, 
permitted Mr. C. Buck to Dedicate it, and put his 
Name to the Title-Page, on account of ſome few 
Alterations he procur'd to be made in the Per- 


formance. 


M cee 


1 Mr. EDWARD SHARP HA M. 

F 1 f "HIS Gentleman was a Member of the Middle - 

1640 Temple, in the Reign of King James I. He : 
1 writ one Play, call'd, 


nn 


The Fleer; a Comedy, acted at the Black-Fjars, 
by the Children of the Revels, 1615. Part of this 
Play ſeems to be taken from Marſton's Fuune. 
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fir EDWARD SHERBURN E. 


HIS Gentleman has given us a Tranſlation 
Xx of Four of Sexeca's Tragedies, viz. 

IJ. ME DEA. | 

II. THEBAIS. | 

III. HERCULES. Which he has illuſtrated with 
large Notes. Printed in 8%. An. Dom. 1702. 

IV. TxOAPDEs, or The Royal Captives, 


FF 


Mr. Jo HN SMI R. 


LOG KSHIRE Gentleman, who writ a Play, 
> call'd, 

CYTHERE a, or The Enamonring Girdle, a Come- 
dy, 1677. Dedicated to the Northern Gentry. This 
Play was never acted. He was for ſeveral Years be- 
fore his Death Under-Maſter of Magdalen School in 
Oxford, and Maſter of Arts-of the College to which 
it belongs. | 
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Mir. SW INN . 


UTHOR of one Play, calld, 
The Quacks ; a Comedy, acted at the Queen S 
Theatre in the Hay-Market. | 
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Mr. NicnuoLas TRoOT, 


AY THOR of one Play, call'd, 
ARTHUR; à Tragedy. 


n I 


Joun IUTCHIN, 


AVI U wi HOR of a Paſtoral, call'd, 
The Unfortunate Shepherd, It is printed with 2 
Collection of Poems, 1685. 


e 
W. 


Mr. GEORGE WAT UI. 


| A UTHOR of one Play, call'd, 


Tide Tarrieth for no Man; a pleaſant and mer- 
ry Comedy, Printed 1611. 
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FFF 
Mr. WILEkINS ON. 


A UTHOR of one Play, call'd, 


Vice Reclaim d or, T he Paſſionate Miſtreſs ; a 
Comedy. 


tOC2COCDCOEDODEDOOEDOCEDOEEDCIDON 


Mr. ROBERT WILSON. 


THIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and writ one Play, call'd, 


The Cobler's Prophecy; printed Anno 1655. 
Mrs. WISE MAN. 


CHE was a Servant in the Family of Mr. Re- 
8 corder Might of Oxon, where, having a pretty 
deal of leiſure Time, which ſhe ſpent in Reading 
Novels and Plays, ſhe began a Play, and finiſh'd it 
after ſhe came to London, call'd, 

ANTIOCHUs the Great - or, The Fatal Relapſe ; a 
Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1706, with 
Applauſe. She married a young Vintner, whoſe 
Name was Holt; and with the Profits ariſing from 
her Play, they ſet up a Tavern in Weſtminſter. ' 
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302 Lives and Characters. 


e HR 


V. 


M.. RoBERT TARRIN GTO. 


HIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and writ a Play, entitl'd | 
Two Tragedies in one. Printed 1678. The Story 


of this Play, is the private Murders of one Mr. Beech | 


and another Gentleman. 


RET . 
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P L AT 2 
5 WRITTEN 
4 By Anonymous AUTHORS. 
y 
h 


Eo Fake PokokoboXakolte Potertoboko FeTo Pofetets 
A. 


L Lenonsvus King of Aragon; an Hiſtori- 

cal Play, acted with Applauſe 1599. This 

Play has prefixd to it, the Letters R. G. 

II. ArorLLo Shroving; a Comedy, 1627, with 
the Letters E. V. 

III. Aminrta; a Paſtoral, 1628, tranſlated from 
the Ealian of Taſſo; with Ariadne's Complaint, in 
Imitation of Anguilara. 

IV. ALz10N's Triumph; a Maſque perform'd at 
Court, 1631, by the King and Queen, and ſeveral 
Noblemen, the Sunday after Twelfth-Night. 

V. ALBUMAZAR; a Comedy, acted before the 
King at Cambridge, by the Gentlemen of Trinity- 
College, 1634. Since revivd at the Theatre Royal, 
with a Prologue writ by Mr. Dryden. 

VI. AnDROMANA, or The Merchant's Wife ; a 
Tragedy, 1660. The Plot from Sir Philip Sidney's 
Arcadia, in the Story of Plangus. This Play has the 


Letters 7. &. 
5. VIL 
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We VII. ANnDRONICUS, Impiety's long Smeceſs, or 
Wo Heaven's Inte Revenge; a Tragedy, 1661. x 
\ 0 VIII. AR TIA DN E, or The Marriage of Bacchus 
1 an Opera. Tranſlated from the French, and preſen- 
1,0 ted by the Academy of Muſick at the Theatre 
| BE Royal in Covent Garden, 1674. It was dedicated tio 
I the King, and was written by Monſieur P. Pp. 
„ IX. The Amorous Gallant, or Love in Faſhion; 1 
12180 Comedy in Heroick Verſe, 1675. It is a Tranſla- 
„ tion of Corneillèꝰs I Amour Alamode, and ſome time ap- 
14/290 ear'd under the Title of The Amorous Orontus. 

{1 80 X. The Amorous Old Woman, or Tis well if it Tale; 
„ a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal 1684, This 
1 Play was afterwards printed with the Title of The 
1.58 Fond Lady. | | 

1488 XI. The Abdicated Prince, or T he Adventures 9 
WO: || Four Tears; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at JV hite-Ha/ 
02808 1690. This Play contains the Tranſactions of the 
100 Court and Nation during the Reign of King James 1] 
{+84 XII. Arz1oN3 an Interlude. 
1 XIII. ABRA HAN Sacrifice; a Play, ſuppos'd to 
1 be 2 Tranſlation from Theodore Bexa. 

„ XIV. An Alarm for Lendon, or The Siege of An- 

a wwerp, with the ventrous Acts and valiant Deeds of th: 

10 Lame Soldier ; a Tragi-Comedy, acted by the Lord 

j b Chamberlain's Servants. Plot from The Tragical I., 

$1188 tory of the City of Antwerp. 

1 XV. ARDEN of Fezerſbam, his true and lamentat:: 

Lk Tragedy. For the Story, ſee Goodwin, Hayward, Hol. 

fit TY linſdead, &c. | 

il 4 XVI. The Arraigument of Paris; a Dramatick-Paſ- 

{2 toral. Shakeſpear was ſuppos d to be the Author ot 

11 0 this Piece. | 

es XVII. Axs1Nos Queen of Cyprus; an Opera, 


erform'd at the Theatre in Drurj-Lane, 
XVIII. Adventures at Madrid ; a Comedy. 55 


ff 
1 
: 
j 


T0 

4 

i 
9 
* | 
. 
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XIX. Ar anrBas; an Opera, acted at the Queen's 
Theatre in the Haymarket. 

XX. The AL BION Queens; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre Royal. 

XXI. A for the Better, or The Infallible Cure; a 
Comedy. Written by Mr. Manning. 
XXII. Armanipe; an Opera, preſented at 
the Theatre in the Haymarket. | 

XXIII. ArmyNa, or The Arabian Vow ; a Tra- 


gedy. 


2 XI V. The Amorous Miſer, or The Dunger the Ni- 
ſer, By Mr. Motteux. 

XXV. As you find it; a Comedy. 

XXVI. ALTEMIRA; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal. a 

XXVII. The Apparition, or The Sham Medding; a 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal 1714. Writ- 
ten by a Gentleman of Chris?-Church-College in Ox- 
ford. Dedicated to the Lord Carteret. 

XXVIII. Ajax; a Tragedy. Tranſlated from 
the Greek of Sphocles, Reviſed by Mr. Rowe, 1716. 

XXIX. AGaMEMNON. Tranſlated from Seneca 
by Mr. J. Studley. | 

XXX. Au APIs; an Opera. Perform'd at the 
Theatre in the Haymarket. 

XXXI. Ar OoIIO and DaPenne; a Maſque, 


3 2 8 88 — . 2 *. — 55 


B. 


13 * E Baſtard; a Tragedy, 1552. The Plot 
and part of the Language from The Engliſh 


Lovers, and The Unfortunate Spaniard. 
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II. The Battle of Arcazar; a Tragedy, acted 
by the Lord High Admiral's Servants, 1594. The 
Story relates to Sebaſtian King of Portugal, and Alde- 
lemech Ring of Morocco. Piot from Heylin's Coſmogra- 


phy in the Hiſtory of Spain, &c. 


III. The Baſhful Lovers; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at 
the Black-Fryars, by his Majcſty's Servants, 1655. 
This Play has the Letters B. F. 

IV. The Beau Merchant ; a Comedy. Written by 


Mr. a Gentleman of Gloceſter. Never acted. 


V. The Braggadocio, or The Baud turn'd Puritan ; 
a Comedy, 1690. Writ by a Perſon of Quality. 

VI. The Baniſbd Duke, or The Tragedy of Infortu- 
natus; acted at the Thcatre-Royal 1690. The Cha- 
racer of Iafortunatis, was drawn for the Dake of 


E 


Monmouth. 


VII. The Bloody Duke, or The Adventures for a 
Crown; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the Court of Al- 
ba Regalis, by ſeveral Perſons of Quality 1690. 
This Play is written by the Author of the Abdicated 
Prince and expoles the Popiſb-Plot, &c. 

VIII. Bo N DU CA, or The Britiſh Heroine ; a Tra- 
gedy, with an Entertainment of Muſick 1696. De- 
dicated to the Lord Jefferys, This is Fletcher's Bon- 
duca reviv'd and alter'd ; the two Univerlities club'd 
in it. 

IX. Band, Ruff, and Cuff; an Interlude. > 

X. The Bloody Banquet; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre-Ropyal. | 

XI. The Battle of Sedgmoor. A Farce, injuriouſ- 
ly father'd upon the Duke of Buckingham, Never 


acted. 


8 3 


pl ars Written by Anonymous AUTHoRs. 30 


. Tr u b W AN: 8 
bi | 


I. Urip's Hhirligig; a Comedy, ated by 

the Children of the King's Revels 1616. 
Dedicated to Mr Robert Hayman. The Plot is taken 
from Boccace's Novels. 

II. The Coſtly Whore, a Comic-Hiſtorical Play, 
ated by the Company of the Revels 1633. 

HI. CHarkLEes the Firſt King of England; a 
Tragedy 1649. Dedicated to King Charles the Se- 
cond. | 
IV. The Counterfeit Bridegroom, or The Defeated i- 
div; a Comedy, acted at the Duke of York's Thea- 
tre 1677. This is only Middleton's, No Mit like a 
WIſ-.man's, Printed with a new Title. 

V. The Conſtant Nymph, or The Rambling Shepherd; 
a Dramarick Paſtoral, preſented at the Duke's The- 
atre 1678. 

VI. The Counterfeits; a Comedy, acted at the Duke 
of Nrk's Theatre, 1679. Plot from a Spaniſh Novel 
tranſlated; call'd, The Trapanner Trapanu'd. Leonard 
was ſuppos'd to be Author of this Play. Mr. Cibber's 
She wou'd and ſhe wou'd not, is taken from this Play. 

VII. The Chriſtmas Ordinary; a Comedy, acted at 
a Gentleman's Houſe among other Revels 1682. 
This Piece is Written by a Gentleman who was 
Maſter of Arts, and has to it, the Letters W. R. 

VIII. The Coronation of Queen ELIZABETH, Or 
The Reſtoration of the Proteſtant Religion, and Downfal 
of the Pope ; an Hiſtorical Play. This has likewiſe 
the Letters, V. R. 

IX. The Corniſh Comedy; acted at the Theatre in 


Do: ſet-Garden 1696. Dedicated to Chriſtopher Rich 
A 3 Eſq; 


A ot IEEE. ET wn SUIT, *— 1 * 
„ — L 12 2 ZR 


% MDT, Ba. a 5 9 2 a 
FP — 


ra 


— 


— K 
— — 4 4 
AS Seat he ES — * wy 
> 3223 >. N 
— — — SEE I 
7 2 - 8 : | * 4 "PR 
mae” =” pr . © £55. vo —— 7 3 - a 
5 = m—_ 3 — 2 ²˙ A B19 ot ans 4 — SIS 8 3 — _- - a a 2 "x 
— — — — . - — —— — — —— ... . — ewes — — —— — = 2 — I 
— 8 SEE ä ao — a = : — 8 
= — — — — — — — — = — — —— - 
—— 1 — ——— — — = roy — ‚ZPWW r ef 


> . e 
— 3 = — = 
= > ” — — — — 


FP — — 
. = NS 


=> * 


- — 
Sure —— — 
— 


> M_——— x e5mT.X 
2+ — 3 
23 ra — > . 


r 


e er, 
7 8 
„ W 
. 
— . N 2 * * 


* S SY. PET Fa 


ae 
pat oo 
"ME 


CR are” a 


7 * * 
33 


1 << 
* 


IT IE RI HY MN 
44 
A 4-r * 
= 2 


— 


— 


— — 


; 
— : — — — 
. — — E 
Ke er ER 

—— 


* 
— —wů — 


=o rio — Fo 
772dCCCͤͥã ² A ode” - cas 


— aetlnag 


22222 KT 


308 PTA vs Written by Anonymous Autrors, 


Eſq; one of the Patentees of his Majeſty's Theatre. 
Writ by a Corniſh Attorney. : 

X. The Commons Condition ; a Comed y. 

XI. CRomweELL's Conſpiracy; a Tragi-Come- 
dy, which I can give no Account of. = 

XII. The Contention between York and Lancaſter. In 
Two Parts; containing the Death of the good Duke 
Humphrey, the Baniſhment and Death of the Duke 
of Suffolk, and the Tragical End of the proud Car- 
dinal of F/inchefter, with the Notable Rebellion of 
Jack Cade, and the Duke of York's firſt Claim to the 
Crown. This Play difters very little from Shakeſpear's 
Hen. VIth, 2 Part. | 

XII. C=z$ar's Revenge; a Tragedy. 

XIV. Craus King of Perſia; acted at the The- 
tre-Royal. | 

XV. The Cruel Debtor ; a Play, only nam'd by Mr. 
Kirkman, | 

XVI. The Combat of Caps ; a Maſque. ” 

XVII. The Contrivances, or More Ways than one; a 
Farce, acted at the Theatre-Royal 1715. By Mr. 
Cary. 

XVIII. The Carekſs Shepherds. 

XIX. CamiLrLra; an Opera, acted at the The- 
atre in the Hay-Market. 

XX. The Cares of Love; a Comedy. 

XXI. Cinna's Conſpiracy; a Tragedy, acted 
at the Theatre in Lincoln-Inn-Tields. | 

XXII. The Conqueſt of Spain; a Tragedy. 

XXIII. The Cruelty of the Spaniards in Peru; ex- 
preſs'd by Inſtrumental and Vocal Muſick, and by 
Art of Perſpective in Scenes, @c. Repreſented daily 
at the Cockpit in Drury-Lane at three Afternoon punc- 
tually, 1658. 

XXIV. The City Madam; a Comedy. 

XXV. Crus, King of Perſia ; a Tragedy. 
XXVII. Croriivpa; an Hahn Opera, pre- 
ſented at the Theatre in the Haymarket. 


re. 


Ir. 


wha 
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XXVII. S CLymon, Knight of the Golden 

Shield, and CLAMYDES the white Knight; an Hiſto- 
rical Play, 1699- Chmon was Son of the King of 
Denmark, and Clampdes Son of the King of Suavia. 


KOO ECO c c 
"= 


1 D AR1US; an Interlude 1565. Taken from 
the third and fourth Chapter of E/dras. 
II. The Debauchee, or The Credulous Cuckold; a Co- 


medy, acted at the Duke of Tork's Theatre 1677. 


This is Broome s Mad Couple well Match'd, teviv'd 
by Mrs. Behn. | 

III. Damon and PyrHias; an Hiſtorical 
Play. 

IV. The Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. f 

V. The Divine Maſque. Dedicated to General 
Monk. | 

VI. Dicx ScoRNER; a Play taken Notice 
of, by Mr. Kirkman. | 

VII. The Different Widow, or Intrigue A-Ia-mode ; a 
Comedy. | 

VIII. Dr. Dodifole; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre-Royal. , 

IX. The Doating Lovers; a Comedy, aged at the 
Theatre in Lincolus-Iun-Fields, 1715, by Newburgh 
Hamilton, Gent. 

X. The Drummer, or The Haunted-Houſe; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Theatre-Royal, 1715. With a 
Preface by Sir Richard Steele. 

XI. The Death of D1Do; a Maſque. 
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I L DWARD III; an Hiſtorical Play, 1599. 
Plot from our Engliſhꝭ Chronicles. 
II. Every Woman in her Humour; a Comedy, 1609. 
III. ELECTRA ; a Tragedy, printed at the 
Hague 1649, and preſented to her Highneſs the La- 
dy Elizabeth, It is a Tranſlation from Sophocles , 
and has in the Front the Letters C. V. 5 
IV. The Extravagant Shepherd ; a Paſtoral-Come- 
dy, 1654. This Piece is tranſlated from Corneille ; 
Dedicated to Mrs. Thornhill. To the Title-Page of 
this Play are prefix'd the Letters T. R. | 
V. Engliſh Men for Money, or A Woman will have 


her Will; a Comedy, acted with great Applauſe, 


1656. | | 
VI. Ervira, or The W not always true; a 
Tragi-Comedy, written by a Perſon of Quality, 
1667. The Lord Digby was ſuppos'd to be the Au- 
thor of this Play. | | 

VIE. The Engliſh Princeſs, or The Death of Richard 
III; a Tragedy, 1673. This Play was aſcrib'd to 
Mr. John Carlel. The Plot from H.lling bead, Speed, 
Baker, &c. 9 | | 

VIII. The Empreſs of Morocco; a Farce, acted 
by his Majeſty's Servants, 1674, ſaid to be writ by 
Mr. Tho. Duff. | 

IX. E DW ARD III, with the Fall of Mortimer, 
Earl of March; an hiſtorical Play, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1690. Dedicated to Henry Lord 
Viſcount Sidzey, Plot from the Englih Chronicles, 
and a Novel tranſlated from the French, call'd, The 
Ciniteſs of Salisbury. 
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X. Enonugh's as good as a Feas? ; a Comedy. 
XI. An Evening Adventure, or A Night's Intrigue; 
a Comedy, from the Spaniſh. | 
XII. ERNELIN DA; an Opera, perform'd at the 
Theatre in the Haymarket. | | 
XIII. Erzaxco; an Opera, perform'd at the 
Theatre in the Haymarket. | 
XIV. EMIL A; a Tragedy, 1672. Dedicated 
to the only Few The Author in his Dedication 
confeſſes that he has taken the Hint of the Plot 
from La Conſtauxa di Roſamondo of Aurelio Aureli. 


OT OOO 
F. 


. EE Fair Maid of Briſtol ; a Comedy, acted 
before the King and Queen at Hampton- 


Court 1605. 


IT. Fair Em the Miller's Danghter of Mancheſter, 
with the Love of WILLIAM the Conquerer ; a Comedy, 
acted by the Lord Srange's Servants, 1631. 

III. The Falſe Favourite Diſgrac'd, and the Reward 
of Loyalty ; a Tragi-Comedy, 1657. This Play was 


never acted. 


IV. The Feigu'd Aſtroliger; a Comedy, tranſlated 
from the French of Corneil/e, 1668. The Plot from 
Calderou's El Eſtrologo fi gido. 

V. Frora's Vagaries; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1670. This Play is aſcribd to 
Mr. Rhodes. Plot from Boccace's Novels, D. 3. N. 3. 

VI. The Fatal Jealouſy ; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Duke of York's Theatre, 1673. Plot from Johannes 
Gigas's Poſtills, Theatre of Ged's Judgments, Unfortunate 


Lovers, &c. 
X 4 VII. 
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VII. The French Conjurer; a Comedy, acted at 
the Duke's Theatre, 1678. Plot from the Stories of 
Dorido and Cloridia, and the Merchant of Sewil, in 
the Romance of Guzman. This Play has the Let- 
T. P. | 

VIII. The Factious Citizen, or The Melancholy Vifi- 
oner ; a Comedy, acted at the Duke of Forts Thea- 
m_ ax. . 

IX. The Fully of Prieſtcraft; a Comedy, 1690. 
Mr. Langbain tells us, that this is an excellent Piece 
of Satire. | | 

X. The Fairy Queen; an Opera, preſented at the 
Queen's Theatre, 1692. This is borrow'd from 
Shakeſpenr's Midſummer Night's Dream. 

XI. Fur GIs and LUcRELLE. 

XII. Free Wil; a Tragedy. Tranſlated from 
the 7alian by one H. C. | 

XIII. The Faithful Shepherd; a Dramatick Paſtoral. 
Plot from Cuarini s Paſtor Fido. 

XIV. The Fatal Diſcovery, or Love in Ruins; 4 
Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1698. It 
ſeems to be taken from the Hint of the old Story of 


OEdipus. 


XV. The Faſhionable Lovers, or Wit in Neceſſity ; a 
Comedy. | 

XVI. Feign'd Friendſhip, or The Mad Reformer; a 
Comedy. 

XVII. The Female Wits, or The Triumvirate of Poets 


at Rehearſal; a Comedy, having in the Title Page 


the Letters . M. | 

XVIII. The Fickle Shepherdeſs ; ated at the Thea- 
tre in Linco/us-Tan-Fields by his Majeſty's Servants ; 
play'd all by Women, Dedicated to the Lady 
Gower, i 

XIX. The Faithful General. 

XX. The Full of Tarquin; printed at York. Writ- 
ten by Mr. Wiliam Hunt Collector of the Exciſe, 
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J. U Earl of Warwick; a Tragedy, having 
prefix'd to it the Letters B. J. | 

II. Zhe GhosF, or The Woman wears the Breeches > 4 
Comedy, 1649, | 

III. Gammer GuRrToN's Needle; a Comedy, aged 
at Chri#?'s College, Cambridge. Writ by Mr. S. Ma- 
ſter of Arts. | 

IV. GRIM the Collier of Croydon, or The Devi! 
and his Dame, with the Devil and S. Dunſtan ; a Co- 
medy, 1606. Plot from Machiavel's Marriage of 
hath a Novel. Thus Play has to it the Letters, 
/ V. The Gentle Craft, or Shoemaker”s Holida y, 

VI. The Generous Cully; a Comedy. 

VII. The General Caſhier d. 

VIII. The Generous Choice, 

IX. Sir GII ES Goos Cap; acted at the pri- 
vate Houſe in Salisbury-Court, with great Applauſe, 
1636, Dedicated to Richard Dung, Eſq; 

X. Sir GipDy WHI1Mm, or The unlucky Amour; 
a Comedy. | 
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ISTRIOMAST RIX, or The Player Whine ; 
a Comedy, 1610. > 

II. The Honef? Lawyer; a Comedy, acted by the 
Queen's Servants, 1616, This Play has the Letters 
„ 
III. HENRY V, with the Battle of Agin- Court; 
an Hiſtorical Play, acted by the King's Servants, 


1617. Plot from the Eugliſb Chronicles. 


IV. How to chuſe a Good Wife from a Bad one; acted 
by the Earl of W/orceſter's Servants, 1634. The 
Foundation of this Play is taken from Cynthio Geraldi, 


a Novel. | 
V. The Hector, or The Falſe Challenge; a Comedy, 


1656. Mr. Langbain gives this Play a very good Cha- 


racter. 

VI. Hell's High Court of Fuſtice, or The Tryal of the 
Politick Ghoſts (viz.) Oliver Cromwell, the King of 
Sweden, and Cardinal Mazarine; a Tragedy, 1661. 
This Play has in the Title Page the Letters F. D. 

VII. HunTinGpoNn's Divertiſement; an Inter- 
lude, for the Entertainment of the County Feaſt held 
at Merchant- Taylor -Hall, 1678. This Piece has the 
Letters V. N. | 
VIII. Horrman's Tragedy, or Revenge for a Fu- 
ther; acted at the Phenix in Drury-Lane, with great 
Applauſe. = „„ 

IX. HyYDpasPEs; an Opera, preſented at the 
Theatre in the Haymarket. | 

X. HzrxcvLEes OETUs; a Tragedy, from Se- 


XI. 


neca, by Mr. J. Studley. 
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XI. The Honour of Wales; a Maſque, ſuppoſed to 


be writ by B. Johnſon. 


XII. Hos, or The Country Wake; a Farce, by 
Mr. Cibber. Taken from Mr. Dogger's Play of the 
ſame Name. 


FERRER 
+ 


I VT 4MESTIV; an Hiſtorical Play. This Sto- 
ry is founded on a King of Scotland of that 
Name. : 

IL. Jacx STRAaw's Life and Death, 1593. For 
the Plot, ſee the Engliſh Chronicles in the Reign of 
King Richard II. | 

III. JzRonyYmMo, or The Spaniſh Tragedy, with 
the Wars of Portugal, 1605. This Play contains the 
Life and Death of Don Andrea. 

IV. JeRonYMo ib Mad again, or The Spaniſh 
Tragedy, Part II ; containing the lamentable End of Don 
Horatio and Bellimperin, with the Death of Jeronymo, 
1623. This Play was acted with Applauſe. 

V. Jacx DRUu' Entertainment, or The Comedy 
of PasqQuir and CATHARINE; acted by the 
Children of St. Pauli, 1616. Part of this Play is taken 
from Argalus and Parthenia. 

VI. The Jovial Creu, or The Devil turn d Ranter; 
an Interlude, 1651. | 
VII. Ienoramus; a Comedy, often acted with 
Applauſe before King James I, 1662, This Play 
was originally writ in Latin, and tranſlated by R. G. 

VIII. St. ] o x the Evangelist; a Dramatick Piece. 

IX. Jacos and Esav; an Interlude, founded 
on Scripture. x 


- 
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X. The Interlude of Youth ; an old inſtructive Piece 
written in Verſe. ” 

XI. Inpatient Poverty; a Comedy. 

XII. Jack JuS ER; a Comedy. 

XIII. Jos EP H' Afﬀidfions. | 

XIV. Iijur d Love, or The Lady's Satisfation ; a 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre in Lincolns-Inn- Fields. 

XV. The Impoſture Defeated, or A Trick to Che 
the Devil; a Comedy. | 

XVI. The Juror; a Farce, 1717. Never acted. 
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K. 


I. A Knack how to know a Knave; a Comedy, 
1594. The ſerious Part of this Play is 

taken from the Story of King Edgar, Ethelwald and 

Alfreda. See VWalfngham, Malmesbury, Stow, &c. 

II. A Knack to know an Honest Man; a Comedy, 
ſeveral times acted, 1596. | | 

III. The Knave in Grain New Vampt ; a Comedy, 
acted at the Fortune with Applauſe, 1640. | 

IV. Knavery in all Trades, or The Coffee-Houſe ; a 
Comedy, acted by Apprentices of London in the 
Chriſtmas Holydays, 1664. 

V. The King and Queen's Entertainment at Richmond, 
after their Departure from Oxford; a Maſque, preſented 
by the moſt Illuſtrious Prince Charles. Dedicated to 
her Majeſty. : 

VI. King EDGaR and ALFREDA; an Hiſtorical 
Play. The Story from the Engl; Chronicles. 


1 1 
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L OOK about you ; a Comedy, acted by the 

Lord High Admiral's Servants, 1600. This 

is a diverting Play; it is partly founded on Engliſh 

_ Hiſtory, viz. the Chronicles of Baker, Speed, &c. in 
the Reign of King Henry II. | 

II. The Los? Princeſs ; a Tragedy. Written by the 
late Lord Bleſſington. 

III. LuminaLlia, or The Feſtival of Light; a 
Maſque, preſented at Court on Shrove Tueſday Night, 
1637. Mr. Inigo Jones aſſiſted in it. 

IV. The Levellers Levell d, or The Independants Con- 
ſpiracy to rout out Monarchy; an Interlude, 1647. This 

Piece is Dedicated to King Charles II. 
V. The Lady Alimony, or The Alimony Lach; 
acted with Applauſe, 1659. 

VI. London Chanticleers; a Comedy, frequently 
acted, 1659. 

VII. Love Al-a-mode ; a Comedy, acted at Middle- 
ſex-Houſe, 1663. This Play was writ by a Perſon 
of Honour, and acted with Applauſe. 

VIII. The Reſolution, or The Happy Change ; a Tra- 
gi-Comedy, acted throughout the Exglißſß Dominions, 
1688. Written by a Perſon of Quality. 

IX. The Laws of Nature; a Comedy. 

X. Lingua, or The Combat of the Tongue and Five © 
Senſes for Liberality; a diverting Comedy. Mr. Min- 
ſtanly tells us, that Oliver Cromwell acted the Part of 
Lat in this Play, at Cambridge, which firſt inſpir'd 
him with Ambition, | 


1 
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XI. Liberality and Prodigality ; a Comedy. 
XII. Love's Loadſtone ; a Comedy. 


XIII. 7 he Los: Lady; a Tragi-Comedy. By Sir 


William Barcley. | 
XIV. The Lunatick; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal. 5 

XV. Love without Iutereſt; a Comedy. 

XVI. Love's a Lottery ; a Comedy. 

XVII. The Lucky Prodigal, or Mit at a Pinch; a 
Farce of two Ads, acted at the Theatre in Lincolns- 
Im-Fields, 1715. 

XVIII. Lucius VzRrus; an Opera. Perform'd 

at the Theatre in the Haymarket, * 
XIX. Love in a Hood, or The Country Squire; a 
Farce. By G. 7. Never acted. This Piece was 
compos'd in three or four Days, and before the Au- 
thor was any ways acquainted with the Stage, or 
Poetical Writings. 

This Gentleman has a Play ready for the Stage, 
entitul d, The Soldier's Laſt Stake; a Comedy. He 
is Son of a conſiderable Malſter of Romſey, in the 
County of Southampton, at which Place he was born 
Anno 1686. His Mother is of the Family of the 
Thornburgh's in Wilts, one whereof was Biſhop of 
Worceſter, in the Reign of King Charles I, and two 
of them attended the Royal Exile. He was bred 
to the Law under a very eminent Attorney ; and 
has ſince been Steward and Secretary to the Ho- 
nourable William Blathwayt, Eſq; a celebrated Cour- 
tier in the Reign of King William; and who enjoy'd 
great Preferments in the State in the late and pre- 


ſent Reign. 


cc des leg Ab ve dre aeg g 
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I. ASSIANELLO, or The Rebellion of 
Naples; a Tragedy, 1631. Dedicated 
to John Caſar, Eſq; Plot form the Lord Alexander 
Gizaffi's Hiſtory of Naples. Engliſh'd by Mr. Howel, 
1650, Du Verdier's Hiſtoire Univerſelle, &c. 

II. 4 Maſque of Flowers ; preſented at the Banque 
ing-Houſe at Whitehall, by the Gentlemen of Gray lun 
on Twelfth-Night, 1631. Dedicated to Sir Francis 
Bacon. 


III. Maſquerade du Ciel; a Maſque, 1640. Dedi- 


cated to the Queen. By J. S. 

IV. Maxcus TuLLivus CictRo, his Tragedy, 
1651. This Play is writ in Imitation of Ben John- 
ſon's Cataline, but it is uncertain whether it was ever 
ated. The Story of this famous Orator, you may 
find in Plutarch's Life of Cicero, Appian, Dion, &c. 
V. The Merry Devil of Edmonton; a Comedy, 
_ often acted at the Globe on the Bank-Side, 1655. Plot 
from Fuller's Church Hiſt. | 

VI. The Marriage Broaker, or The Pander; a Co- 
medy written by M. W. M. A. 1662. Plot from 
the Engliſh Chronicles in tae Reign of Sbert King of 
the Welt Saxons. 

VII. Muctpokrus and AMaDoN, with the 
merry Conceits of Mouſe ; a Comedy, acted at the 
Globe, 1668, and afterwards preſented before the 
King at Whitehall. Mucedorus was Son to the King 
of Valencia, and Amadon was Daughter of the King 
of Aragon. This Play was ſuppos'd to be writ by 


Shakeſpear. 
5 S VIII. 
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VIII. The Morning Ramble, or The Town Humourt; 
a Comedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1673. 

IX. The Male, or The Modiſb Lovers: a Comedy, 
ated by his Majeſty's Servants, 1674. Dedicated 
to William Whitcomb, Eſq; This Play has in the 

Title Page the Letters F. D. 

X. The Mock Dueliff, or The French Valet; a 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1675. This 
Play is ſuppos'd to be writ by Mr. Peter Bellon, ha- 
ving the Letters P. 8B. | . 

XI. The Muſe of New-Market, containing thre: 
Drolls, viz. 1. The merry Milk-Maids of Iſlington, or The 
Rambling Gallants Defeated : 2. Love loi in the Dark, or 
The Drunken Couple : 3. The Politick Whore, or The Con- 
ceited Cuckold; acted at Neu- Market, 1681. All 
ſtolen from other Plays. 

XII. Maſter Turbulent, or The Melancholicks ; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, 1682. 

XIII. Miſtaken Beauty, or The Dyar; a Comedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1685. This is a Tranſ- 
lation from Corneillès Menteur. 

XIV. The Marriage of Wit and Science ; an Inter- 
lude. | | 

XV. Manhood and Wiſdom ; a Play. | 

XVI. Mercurius Britannicus, or The Engliſh Intelli- 
gencer ; a Tragi-Comedy. This Play reflects upon 
ſome of the Judges, and other Perſons, who advisd 
King Charles I. to levy the Ship-Money. 

XVII. Menachmus ; a Comedy. This is a Tranſ- 
lation from Plautus, and has the Letters V. NV. 

XVIII. Monfieur de PoURCEAUGNAC, or "Squire 
TRELOOBY; a Comedy of Three Acts. Perform'd 
by Subſcription at the Theatre in Lincolns-Im-Fields, 
by a ſele& Company of Comedians from both Hou- 
ſes, 1704. It is a Tranſlation from the French of 


Moliere. The Prologue by Dr. Garth. 
| | XIX. 
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XIX. MANI 1vs; an Opera. Perform'd at the 
Theatre in the Haymarket. 
XX. A Maſque of the Middle-TJemple. 
XXI. A Maſque made for my Lord Rocheſter's 
VaLENTINIAN, by Mr. Tate. Printed in his Miſ- 
cellanies. 


D 
N. 


J. ER O' Tragedy. Mr. Lee writ a Tragedy 
on this Subject. For the Story, ſee Suero- 
nius in Vita Neronis, Cc. 5 85 

II. Neglefted Virtue, or The Unhappy Conqueror; an 


Hiſtorical Play, acted at the Theatre Royal. Dedi- 
cated to Sir John Smith, Bart. 


III. 4 Neu Cuſtom; an Interlude, 1573. This 


Play contains but Three Acts, and may be perform'd 
by Four Perſons. It was writ in Defence of the 


Reformation. 

IV. New-Market Fair, or Mrs. Parliament's New 
Pagaries; a Tragi-Comedy, in Two Parts, 1649. 
The Deſign of theſe Satyrical Plays was to expoſe 
the Rebels againſt King Charles I. 

V. The Nice Wanton; a Comedy. 

VI. No Body and Some Body, with the Hiſtory of 
ELT DVURE, who was three Times Crown'd King of 
England; acted by the Queen's Majeſty's Servants. 
This Play is not divided into Acts. For the Story, 
conſult our Engliſb Chronicles. | 

VI. 4 New Trick to Cheat the Devil; a Comedy, 
by R. D. | | 

VIII. 4 Night's Jurigue; a Farce. 


þ | IX. The 
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IX. The New Athenian Comedy ; containing the Po- 
liticks, OEconomicks, Tacticks, Crypticks, Apoca- 
lypticks, Styrticks, Scepticks, Pneumaticks, Theolo- 
gicks, Poeticks, Mathematicks, Sophiſticks, Pragma- 
ticks, Dogmaticks, &c. of that moſt learned Society. 
Dedicated to Edward Wilſon, Eſq; 1693, by J. . 
It is a low piece of Banter on the Athenian Society. 


6e 88a OO. 0 ee 
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I. A N old Wife's Tale; a Comedy. 
| II. Octavia; a Tragedy. Writ by 
Mr. Thomas Nuce. 

III. OrGcvur 4, or The Fatal Error; a Tragedy, 
1658. Dedicated to the Lady Frances Mildgooſe: 
with a Preface ſhewing the true Nature of Poeſy, by 
L. | | 

IV. ORLAN DO FurioSo, one of the Twelve 
Peers of France, acted before the Queen, 1594. This 
Play is a Tranſlation from Arioſto. 1 

V. Ou HEUsS and EvkRyDice; a Maſque, prey 
ſented at the Theatre Royal, 1717. 


FFC 


P. 


. H ILO Tus; a Comedy, 1616. The Deſign 
of this Play is to ſhew the fatal Conſequen- 


II PA- 


ces of Marrying Youth to Old Age. 
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II. PaATHOMACHIa, or The Battle of Aections, 


 ſhadow'd by a feign'd Siege of the City of Pathopolis ; 


a Comedy, 1630. Dedicated to the Lord Hunſdon. 
=D is only Lowe's Loadſtone, diſguis d under another 
itle. | 
III. The Pindar of Wakefield; a Comedy, 1633. 

IV. PIII IS of Scyros; a Dramatick Paſtoral, 
1655. This is a Tranſlation from the align of Gui- 
dabaldo di Bonarelli. 

V. The Prince of Px16 6's Revels, or The Practices 


| of that grand Thief Captain James Hind ; a Comedy. 


Both theſe Pieces have in the Title Page the Letters 


„ wat. 
VI. Preſumptuous Love; a Maſque, perform'd at 


the Theatre in Lincolus-Inm-Fields, in a Comedy call'd, 


Every Body miſtaken, (being an Alteration of Shake- 
pear's Comedy of Errors) never printed. | 

VII. The Presbyterian Laſh, or NocTROFE's Maid 
whipd; a Tragi-Comedy, acted in the great Rdom 
at the Pye-Tavern at Aldgate, by Noref the Prieſt, 
and ſeveral of his Pariſhioners, 1661. 

VIII. P1s0's Conſpiracy; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Duke of Ius Theatre, 1676. This is only the 
Tragedy of Nero with a new Title. 

IX. Paus AN TAS, the Betrazer of his Country. A 


Tragedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 1696. De- 


dicated to Anthony Henley, Eſq; Mr. Southern brought 
this Play on the Stage, and informs us in the Epiſtle 
Dedicatory, that it was put into his Hands by a 
Perſon of Quality. Ir is built on the Model of the 
Ancients, and writ according to the Reformation of 
the French Stage. Mr. Henley wrote the Epilogue, 
and Sir Samuel Garth has this excellent Couplet in 
Commendation of this Play, | 


Y 2 And 
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And Britain, Vince Pauſanias was IWrit, 
Knows Spartan Virtue, and Athenian Mit. 


Diſpenſary. 
The Story of this Play may be found in Plutarch. 


X. PRomuUs and CAS SAN DRA, in two Parts. 


XI. PATIENT GRISSEL; a Comedy. Plot 
r om Boccace's Novels. | 


XII. The Pedlar's Prophecy; a Comedy. 


XIII. The Promiſes of God manife Jed; a Dramatick 
Piece. 


XIV. The Pilgrims, or The Happy Converts; a Tra- 
gedy. By WW. Harriſon a Pattin-Maker, but a Man 
of excellent Natural Parts. Never acted. 

XV. The Patriot, or The Italian Conſpiracy ; à Tra- 

edy. 
D XVI. The Portſmouth Heireſs, or Generous Refuſal ; 
a Comedy. | 

XVII. PrxkRHus aud DEMETRIUS; an Opera. 

XVIII. 4 Phanatick Play; preſented by the Lord 
Fleetwood, Sir Henry Fane, Lord Lambert, &C. 

XIX. The Perjuror; a Farce, acted at the Thea- 
in Lincolns-Iun- Fields. Written by Mr. C. Bullock. 

XX. The Petticoat- Plotter; a Farce of Two Acts. 


Perform'd at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, By 
Mr. Hamilton, 1702. 


e HCA 78d 


4 E Queen, or The Excellency of her Sex; a 
| Tragi-Comedy, 1653. This Play was writ 
by a Perſon of Honour, and is Dedicated to the La- 


dy Carbarine Mou. Part of the Plot from Bandel. 
{0's Novels, Oc. 
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R. 


E HE Royal Maſque at Hampton-Court, 1604- 
Perſonated by the Queen and her Ladiss 
of Honour. | 

II. The Return from Parnaſſus, or A Scourge for Si- 
mony; a Comedy, acted by the Students of St. John's 
College, Cambridge, 1606. This Play Cenſures the 
Poets, and is the Foundation of Dr. Mild Play, 
call'd, T he Benefice. | 

HI. The Rivals; a Tragi-Comedy, acted by the 
Duke of York's Servants, 1668. This Play was ſup- 
pos'd to be writ by Sir William Davenant. 

IV. The Religious Rebel; a Tragi-Comedy, 1671. 

V. The Reformation; a Comedy, acted at the Dake 
of York's Theatre, 1673. 

VI. The Revenge, or 4 Match in Newgate ; a Co- 
medy, acted ar the Duke's Theatre, 1680. This is 
only Mr. Marſton's Play call'd, The Dutch Courtexan 
Revi v d. 

VII. Rome's Follies, or The Amorous Fryars; a 
Comedy, acted at a Perſon of Quality's Houſe, 1681. 
Dedicated to Anthony Earl of Shaftsbury, by N. N. 

VIII. Romurus and HERSILIA, or The Sa- 
bine War; a Tragedy, acted at the Duke of Vyx's 
Theatre, 1683. Plot from Ovid's Metamorph. Lib. 14. 
Livii Hiſt. Lib. 1. &c. . 

IX. The Rampant Alderman, or News from the Ex- 
change; a Farce, 1685. This is ſtolen from the 
Eme Compauion, and ſeveral other Plays. 

EX. The Rape, or The Innocent Impeſtors ; a Tragedy, 


acted at the Theatre Royal, 1682. Dedicated to 
| 2 | the 


I 
| 
g 
} 
; 
1 


326 Pravs Written by Anonymous Aurhoks. 


the Right Honourable Charles Earl of Dorſet and Mid- 
dleſex. This Play was writ by a Divine, and intro- 


duc'd by Mr. Shadwel/. 


XI. Rozin Hoop' Paſtoral May-Games. 

XII. ROBIN Hoop aud his Crew of Solaters ; an 
Interlude. 

XIII Rozin CoNScIENCE. This is a Dra- 


matick Dialogue between Rcbia Conſcience, his Father 


Coveteus, his Mother Newgniſe, and his Siſter Proud 


Beauty. 


XIV. The Royal Payage, or The Iriſh Expedition ; 2 
Tragi-Comcdy, 1690. 

XV. The Revolter; a Tragi-Comedy. 

XVI. The Royal Cuckold, or Great Baſtard; a Tra- 
gi-Comedy, tranſlated from the German, 1625. De- 
dicated to the Right Honourable the Lord Ruſſel, 
Lord High Admiral of England. This Play was 
tranſlated by Mr. Paul Pegerius. Never acted. It 


is taken from a' Book call'd, The Secret Hiſtory of 


Lewis XIV of France. 


— 


XVII. The Reſtauration, or Right will take Place; a I 


Tragi-Comedy. Injuriouſly father'd upon the Dake 
of Buckingham, Never acted. 

XVIII. The Rival Brothers; a Tragedy. 

XIX. The Royal Flight, or The Conquest of Ireland; 
a Farce, 1690. The Title Page of this Piece plainly 
ſhews the Subject of it and the Scene; and the Au- 
thor has drawn moſt of his Characters without any 
Diſguiſc or Modeſty. | 

XX. RINAI DO; an Opera, preſented at the 
Theatre in the Hay marbet. 


4 
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8. 
I QOrmioncard PERSE DAI a Tragedy, 1599. 
This Play lays open Love's Conſtancy, For- 
tune's Inconſtancy, and Death's Triumphs. Ir is 
not divided into Acts. 

II. SWETNA, the Woman= Hater, arraigu'd by 
Homen ; a Comedy, ated by the Queen's Servants 
at the Red Bull, 1620. The Plot from an old Spaniſh _ 
Book, calfd, Hiſtoria de Aurelia Iſabella Hija del Rey 
de Efcotia, Cc. | | 

III. 7 he Spaniſh Baud, or Catisto and M- 
L IB EA, repreſented in Celeſtina; a Tragi-Comedy, 
1638. This Play is very long, originally writ in 
Spaniſb, and done into Engliſh by Don Diego Puedeſer, 
a Spaniard, who dedicated it to Sir Thomas Richard- 
fon. Mr. Langbain tells us, it expoſes the Cunny- 


catching Bawds. | 
IV. SICELIDES; a Piſcatory Drama, or Paſto- 


ral, acted at King's College, Cambridge, 1631. For the 
Plot, ſee Quid's Metamorphoſis, lib. 4.and 13. Orlan- 
do Furioſo, lib. 11. Cc. 

V. The Sopluſter; a Comedy, 1638. This Play 
was acted at one of the Univerſities; and has a Pro- 
logue ſpoken by Mercury to the Academica Auditory. 

VI. SALMACIDA SPoLIa; a Maſque, pre- 
ſented by the King and Queen at Whitehall, 1639. 
Sir Miliam Davenant writ the Songs in this Maſque, 
Mr. IJnigo Jones contriv'd the Scenes, and Mr. Richards 
compos'd the Muſick. 

VII. The Strange Diſcovery ; a Tragi-Comedy, 1640. 
The Plot and great part of the Language is taken 


from Heliodgrus's Æthiopick Hiſt. 
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VIII. Sicily and Naples, or The Fatal Union; 4 


Tragedy, 1640. Before this Play are ſeveral Copies 


of Verſes writ by the Students of Oxford. The Au- 
thor was a Batchelor of Arts of Exeter-College, Oxon ; 
but he would not make himſelf known any farther 
than by the Letters S. H. 

XI. The Scotiſh Politick Preibyter, Slain by an Eng- 
gliſh Independent, or Tye Independents Victory over the 
Presbyterian Party, &c. a Tragi Comedy, 1647. 

X. The Shoemaker's Holyday, or The Geutle-Craft; 
with the Humorous Life of Simon Eyre, Shoemaker and 
Lord Mayor of London; a Comedy, 1657. Acted 
before the Queen by the Lord Admiral's Servants on 
New-Tear's-Day at Night. | 

XI. The Subjects Joy, or The King's Reſtoration ; a 
Maſque, 1660. Dedicated to General Monk. 

XII. The Step-Mother ; a Tragi-Comedy, acted at 
the Theatre in Lincolns-Jan-Fie!ds, with great Ap- 
plauſe, 1664. 


XIII. Saint Cecily, or The Converted Twins ; 4 | 


Tragi-Comedy, 1667. Dedicated to Queen Catha- 
rine. The Plot from Euſebius, Epiphanius, Baronius, 


c&c. This Play has prefix d to the Title Page the 


Letters E. M7. | 
XIV. Sir SOLOMON, or The Cantions Coxcomb ; a 


Comedy, acted at the Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1671. 


This Play met with ſome Enemies at firſt, but not- 
withſtanding, it had good Succeſs in the Action. It 
is moſtly a Tranſlation from Moliere, and is ſuppos'd 
to be done by Mr. Carlel. | 

XV. Hort upon Sport, 1673. This is only a Col- 
lection of Drolls taken from Plays by Mr. Kirkman, 
GV0. | : 


XVI. The Sieve of Conſtantinople ; a Tragedy, 


acted at the Duke of York's Theatre, 1675. For 
the Plot, ſee Heylms Coſmography, Laulus Jovius, 
Knolles s Hiſt. &C, | 

| XVII. The 
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XVII. The Siege and Surrender Mons; a Tragi- 
Comedy, 1681. This Play was never acted. 
9 XVIII. SuS ANNA Tears; a Play. : 
2 XIX. He Ventures, and He Wins; a Comedy, acted 
3 at the Theatre in Lincolns-Im-Fields, 1626. The 
J Plot is taken from The Fair Extravagant, or The Hu- 
3 morons Bride, a Novel, writ by Mr. Olds. | 
XX. The Stage Beau toſfd in a Blanket 5 a Co- 
medy. This is a Satyrical Piece againſt Mr. Collier. 
Never deſign'd for the Stage. Written by T. Brown.” 
XXI. The Siege of Troy; acted at the Theatre 
Royal. | | 
XXII. Socrates Triumphans ; a Tragedy. 


FOO OH DEED 
FT. 


J. Izzrivs Craupius NERO; a Tragedy, 
containing his Tragical Life and Death. 
For the Plot, ſee Suetonius, Dion, Tacitus, &c. 

II. TEMDE Reſtord; a Maſque, preſented at 
Whitehall by the Queen and her Ladies of Honour 
on Lee day, 1631. | 
III. The True Trojans, or Fuimus Trees ; an Hiſto- 
rical Play, 1633. This Play contains the Story of 
the Britains Valour at the Romans firſt Invaſion, and 
was acted by the Gentlemen Students of Magdalen- 

College, Oxon. The Plot is taken from Livy, lib. 5. 
Cæſar Comment. lib. 4 and 5. 

IV. TrRoaDEs; a Tragedy, 1660. This Play 
1s taken from Seneca, and was ſuppos'd to be done 
by Mr. S. Pordage, it having the Letters S. P. 


V. The 
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V. The Two Merry Milk-Maids, or The letz Words 
near the Garland; a Comedy, acted by the Compa- 
ny of Revels before the King, with great Applauſe 
1661. Part of this Play is taken from Boccace's No- 
vels. It was writ by one F. C. | | 

VI. Tunbridge- Heli, or A Day's Courthip ; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Duke of Jes Theatre, 1678. 
Mr. Rawlins was thought to be the Author of this 

Play. | 
| VII A Traytor to Himſelf, or Man's Heart is his 
greatef? Enemy; a Moral Interlude in Heroick Verſe, 
1678. It was acted by School-Boys, having no Wo- 
man's Parts, and is writ after the manner of Plautuss 


Captives. | 
VIII. TO AS; a Tragedy, tranſlated from Se- 


neca by J. T. | | | 
IX. TimoLtoN, or The Revolution; a Tragi- 
Comedy, 1697. The Comical Part is a Satire on 
mercenary Courtiers, who prefer Money to Merit. 
Story from Plutarch's Life of Timoleon, Cornelius Ne- 
Pos, &c. | 
f X. The Triumphs of Virtue; a Tragi-Comedy, 
acted at the Theatre Royal, 1697. Part of this 
Play ſeems to be borrow'd from Flercher's Mit without 


Money. 
XI. T HeRsSYTEs;. an Interlude. 


XII. Tom TYLER and his Nie; an Interlude. 
The Deſign of this Play is to Repreſent and Hum- 
ble a Shrew. The Plot reſembles Mr. Poiſſon's Loe 
Sot Venge. | | 

XIII. A Tryal of Treaſure ; a Play. 

XIV. A Tryal of Chivalry ; a Play. 

XV. Hrannical Government; a Traedy. 

XVI. The Three Ladies of London. By R. IT. 

XVII. Thorny-Alby, or The London Maid; a Tra- 
edy. Written by T. N. Dedicated to Milliam 


40d Eſq; Firſt printed 1613, reprinted 1662. 
XVIII. 


c 
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XVII TuourRIS Queen of Scythia; an O- 
pers | 1 

l XIX. Tarsus; an Opera. Both perform'd 
at the Theatre in the Haymarket. | 


EEEEE e 885 
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I. FFHE Valiant Scot, 163 7. Dedicated to James 
Marqueſs of Hamilton, by J. W. 

II. The Valiant Welch Man, or The Life and Vali- 
ant Deeds of Charadoc King of Cambria (now call'd 
Wales; ) a Tragi-Comedy, acted by the Prince's 
Servants, 1663. Plot from Tacitus s Annals, Milton s 
Hiſt. of England, &c. This Play is writ by R. A. 
Gent. ; 

III. The Unforrmate Uſurper; a Tragedy, 1663. 
Dedicated to Mr. Edward Umfreville. The Story is 
that of Andronicus Commenius in Leunclavins, Baronius, 
&c. 

IV. The Unfertunate Favourite; a Tragedy, writ 
by a Perſon of Honour, 1664. This Play was never 
ated. The Scene is laid in Naples; and for the 
Story, ſee Guicciardine, Pontanus, &c. 

V. The Unfortunate Mother; a Tragedy, acted at 
the Theatre in Lincoln Iun-Fields, 1698. This Play 
was writ by a young Lady; and the Scene of Ad ion 
is in the Kingdom of Siam. Some Incidents ar 
borrow'd from $&r:le's Princeſs of Perſia. 


97855 
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J. HE Wit of a Woman ; a Comedy, 1604. 

II. 4 Warning for Fair Women ; a Trage- 
dy, acted in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, by the 
Lord Chamberlain's Servants. It contains the Tra- 
gical Murther of Mr. George Saunders. 


III. The Weakes? goes to the Mall; a Comedy, acted 


by the Lord Chamberlain's Servants, 1618. 
IV. The World's Idol, or PTurus; a Comedy, 
tranſlated from Ariſtophanes, 1650, by H. B. 


V. Hine, Beer, Ale and Tobacco, contending for Supe- 


viority; an Interlude, 1658. 

VI. The Witty Combat, or The Female Victor; a 
Tragi-Comedy, 1663. This Play was acted by fe- 
veral Perſons of Quality. Plot from the German 
Princeſs, a Novel. 

VII. MWoman turn'd Bully; a Comedy, acted at 
the Duke of Tik's Theatre, 1675. 

VIII. Vin her and Take her, or. Old Fools will be 
Medling ; a Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, 
1691. Dedicated to the Earl of Danby by Mr.Underhill. 

IN. Lily Beguild; a Comedy. The chief Cha- 
racters are a poot Scholar, a rich Fool, and a Knave. 

X. I/ealth and Health ; a Comedy. 

XI. WeNncesLAUS; an Opera. 


MEESTER , 


8 


ZEruaxr, or The Corinthian Queen; a Tragedy» 


T8 b 
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Addenda & Corrigenda. 


Mr. JouN COREY. 


GENTLEMAN, deſcended from an an- 
| cient Family in Cornwall: He was born at 
Barnſtaple in Devonſhire, delign'd for the Law, and 
was ſome time of Neu-Inn. He is a good Play- 
er of about 18 Years ſtanding. The two following 
Plays appear under his Name, viz. 

I. The Metamorphoſis. This is an Alteration of 
an old Play call'd, Albumazar. 

II. A Cure for Fealouſy; a Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1705. It was not this Gentleman, 
but another of the ſame Name, who writ The Gene- 
rous Enemies, before mention'd. 


neee 
Omitted in Mr. DURFEY's Account. 
BATH, or The Hiſtern Laſs ; a Comedy. 


eee eee 
Omitted in my Lord LAN SDO WN Account. 


Err us aud Türris; a Maſque, perform'd 
in The Jew of Venice. 


Omitted in Mr. MIDDLETONV Account, 


| A Game at Cheſs 34 Comedy : 
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Omitted in Mr. Mor T E U X's 
Account. 


I. Cis and GALATEa; a Maſque. 
A II. Love Dragoon'd; a Farce. 


, hrs 
Omitted in the Duke of N E w- 
CasTLEsS Account. 

I HE Variety; a Tragedy. 


SS Sede NNE endo 50S & S 
AF. OZELL. 


T HIS Gentleman has lately Tranſlated a French 
Farce of Three Acts, written by Monſieur 
Bourſault, call'd, Le Foire de St. Germain : or, The Fair 
ef K. Germain, This Piece of Buffoonry was acted 
(by a Company of Strollers from Rohan) at the Thea- 
tre in Lincolns-Iun-Fields on Friday, Nov. 7, 1718. 


EEE CE CEE EEE 
Sir Joun VANBRUGH. 


HIS Gentleman alter'd the Pilgrim of Beau- 
mont and Fletcher, wherein is a Maſque, by 
Mr. Din den. 


The 
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The Interments of ſome AUTHORS 


mention'd in this WORK, were 
lately communicated to me by Mr. 
BoMAN, and are as follow, Viz. 


MI R. Foſeph Hayes, and Mr. Richard Eftcourt, 
lie Interred in the Pariſh Church of St. Paul 


Covent-Garden. 


Mr. Nathaniel Lee, Mr. William Moungfort, and 


Mrs. Mary Pix, lie Interred in the Pariſh Church of 


St. Clement Danes. 


Mr. George Farquhar was Interred at St. Martin's 
in the Fields. 


Mr. John Crows was Interred at St. Giles's in the 
Fields. 


Mr. 7ohn Banks was Interred at St. James's Welt- 


minſter. . 


Sir Robert Howard was Interred at Aſhted in Surrey. 


Mr. Thomas Jeron was Interred at Hampſtead, 
where, on a Tomb-Stone in the Church-Yard, is the 
following Inſcription - | 


Here lieth the Body of Mr. THOMAS Jtvon, 
Who died the 20th Day of December, 
In the Year of our Lord 1688. 
Aged 36 Tears. 
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Bdelazer 15 


Abdicated Prince 304 


Abraham's Sacrifice ibid. 


Abra-mule 259 
Achilles 282 
Acis and Galatea 433 
Acolaſtus - 199 
AF at Oxford 8 
AGeon and Diana 51 


Adelphi, from Ference 18 
Adraſta, or the Woman's Spleen 

154 
Adventures at Madrid 304 


Adventures of five Hours 261 


Adventures of half an Hour 285 


Aﬀeted Ladies 293 
Agamemnon 305 
Aglaura 253 
Agnes de Caſtro | 260 


Agrippa, King of Alba 56 


3 Prge 
Agrippina, Empreſs of Rome 
178 
Ajax of Sophocles — 
Alaham 127 
Alarbas 305 
Alarm for London 304 
Albertus Wallenſtine 417 
Albion 304 
Albion and Albianus 84 
Albion Queens 305 
Albion' Triumph 303 
Albovin, Xing of the Lombards 
Albumazer 5. 
Alchymiſt 148 
Alcibiades 195 
Alexander 198 
Alexander and Campaſpe 16 3 
Alexandrian Tragedy 
All Fools 35 
All for the Better 305 


All for Love $5 
Z All 
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. Page 
AII for Money 292 
All Miſtaken „ 
All's Loſt by Luft 214 
Alls well that ends well 230 
Almahide 395 
Almyna ibid. 
Alphonſus Emperor of Germany 
Alphonſus, Ring of e 

202 
Alphonſo, Xing ef Naples 205 
Altemira 305 
Amadis ibid. 
Amazon Queen 270 

Ambitions Slave 222 
Ambitions Stateſman 53 
Ambitious Stepmothev 213 
Amboyna | 7 
Amends for Ladies 100 
Anicrous Bigot 225 
Amorous Gallant 304 
Amorcus Mliſer N 305 
Amorous old Woman 304 
Amorous Orontes ibid. 
Amorous Phantaſy: 165 
Amorous Prince 15 
Amorous Quarrel 292 
Amorous Mar 167 
Amorous Widow 20 


Amphytrion, ſrom Plautus 287 
Amphytrion, or the two Soct 1's 


85, 294 

Amynt1 56, 303 
Amyntas 112, 197 
Amyntas, or the impoſſible Dowry 
| 208 

Anatomiſi, or the Sham Docter 
| 10 
Andrea, from Terence 18 
Andromache 52 


Andromana 
Andronicus 
Andronicus Commenius 274, 
Anthony and Cleopatra 232, 


Sir Anthony Love 246 
Antigone | 178 
Antiochus the Great 301 
Antipodes 24 
Antiquary = 
Antonius | 201 
Antonio and Melida 173 
Any thing for a Quiet Life 183 
Apoc rypbal Ladies 191 
Apollo and Daphne 305 
Apollo Shroving 303 
Apparition 305 
Appius and Virginia 68, 270 
Arcadia 245 
Arden of Feverſham 304 


Argalus and Parthenia 117 


Ariadne 304 


Ariſtippus, or the Fovial Phi- 


loſopher | 208 
Ariſtomenes 275 
Arminius an Opera 
Arraionment of Paris 301 
Arſinoe, Queen of Cyrus, ibid. 
Artſul Husband 257 
Artful Wife ibid. 
Arthur 300 
Arviragus and Philicia 2 
As you find it 305 
As you like it 225 


23 
Aſignaticu, or Love in a Nun- 


nery ü 81 
Aſtreu ä 271 
Atheiſt | 196 
Atheiſt's Tragedy 261 
Aurengzebe 19 


B. Ball 
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B. 


8 Pace 

All 239 
Band, Ruff and Cuff 306 
Band. tt | 90 
Baniſhd Duke 306 
Sir Barnaby Whig 89 
Bartholomew-Fair 149 
Brſbſul Lover 177 
Bajhful Lovers 306 
Baſſet- Table 33 
Baſtard 305 
Bath, or the Weſtern Laſs 333 
Bas. le of Alcatar 306 
Battle of Sedgmoor ibid. 
Beau Defeated 14 
Beau s Duel 32 
Bean Merchant 306 
Beau's Stratagem 99 
Beauty the Conqueror 242 
Beauty in Diſtreſs 186 
Beauty's Triumph $7 
Beggars Buſh 104 
Bell in Campo 191 
Bellamira 242 
zellamira' Dreams 155 
Belphegor 274 
Benefr:e 271 
Eickerſtiff's Burying 34 
Bird in a Cage 241 
Birth of Merlin 214 
Biter 3 
Black Prince #1 


Blazing World | 192 
Blind Beggar of Alexandria 37 
Blind Beggar of Bednal-Green 


64 
Blind Lady 143 
Bloody Banquet 306 
Bloody Brother 104 
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Blood; Duke 306 
Blurt, Mr. Conſtable 181 
Boadicia 141 
Bold Stroke for a Wife 34 
Bondman 176 
Bonduca 104 
Brageadocio 306 
Brazen Age 135 
Brenoralt 254 
Bridals 192 
Bride 188 
Britannicus 198 
Britannia Triumphans GL 
Britiſh Enchanters 124 
Broken Heart 110 
Brothers 245 
Brutus of Alba 255 
Brutus of Alba, or Auguſtus's 

Triumph 205 
Bury-Fair 225 
Buß- Body 33 
Buſſy D' Amboys 37 


Bully D' Amboys's Revenge 36 
Buſſy D' Amboys's Tragedy 90 
Byron's Conſpiraty and Trag. 35 
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Ccrlum Britannicum 27 

Cæſar Borgia 161 
Cæſar and Pompey 36 
Czlar's Revenge 308 
Caius Marius 196 
Caliſto 53 


Caligula, Emperor of Rome 55 
Calypſo and Telemachus 145 
Cambyſes, X. of Perſia 206,226 


Camilla 308 
e ee | 92 
Canterbury Gueſts 210 
Captain 104 
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Cardinal 241 
Cares of Love 308 
Careleſs Husband 39 
axeleſs Lovers 209 
Careleſs Shepherds 308 
Careleſs Shepherdeſs 118 
Carnival 205 
Caſe is alier d 148 
Caſſandra, an Opera 
Cataline's Conſpiracy 144 


Cato 3 
Cato of Utica 
Chabot, Admiral of France 


Challenge at Tilt ISI 
Challenge for Beauty 136 
Chances 104, 265 
Changes 238 
Chang lin 182 


Charles I. Xing of England 307 
Charles VIII. of France 53 
Chaſt Maid of Cheapſide 182 
Cheats 


Cheats of Scapi 5 
eats of Scapin 1 244 
Chriſt's Paſſion 5 = 
Chriſtmas Maſque 149 
Chriſtmas Ordinary 307 
Chriſtian turn'd Turk 63 
Cicilia and Clorinda 156 
Cid 198, 215 
Cinna's Conſpiracy 308 
Circe | 62 
City Brids 129 
City Dame 177 
City Heireſi 16 
City Lady 70 
City Madam 308 
City Hatch 167 
City Night-Cap 62 
City Politicks 54 
City Ranible 222 
City Wit 24 


Citizen turn d Gentleman 209 


Claracilla 157 
Cleomenes 85 
Cleopatra £7, 17%. 


Page 
Cloridia 150 
Clotilda 308 
Clouds | 259 


Sir Clymon, Knight of the 


Golden Shield 302 
Cobler of Preſton 153, 285 
Cobler's Prophecy 301 
Cola's Fury 25 
Combat of Caps 308 
Combat of Love 180 
Comedy of Errors 230 
Comical Gallant 68 
Comical Haſh 191 
Comical Lovers 39 
Comical Revenge 95 
Committee 142 
Committee Man Curried 236 
Commons Conditions 308 
Common-Wealth of Women 90 
Gonfederacy 264 
Confederates 298 
Conftict f Conſcience 274 
Conqueſt of China 221 
Conqueſt of Granada 81 
Conſpiracy "35, 155 


Conſpiracy, or the Change of Go- 


vernment 271 
Conſtant Couple 98 
Conſtant Maid 241 

. Conſtant Nymph 327 
Conſtantine the Great 162 
Contented Cuckold 25 


Contention between York and 


Lancaſter 308 
Contention for Honour and Rich- 
es | | 238 
Contention for Achilles's Armour 
241 

Contrivances 308 
Convent of Pleaſure 191 
Coquet 295 
Coriolanus 231 
Corniſh Comedy 307 
Coronation 104, 241 
Caroe 
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Page 

Coronation of Queen Elizabeth 
307 

Coſtly Whore ibid. 
Covent-Garden 187 
Covent-Garden Weeded 24 
Counierfeits 307 


Counterfeit Bridegroom ibid. 
Counteſs of Eſcarbaguas 295 


Conntry Captain 190 
Country Girl 22 
Country Hauſe 264 
Country Innocence 160 
Country Laſſes 153 
Country Wake 70 
Country Wife 280 
Country Wit 53 
Couraę ious Turk 118 
Couri-Begear 24 
Sir Courtly Nice 54 
Court Secret 240 
Courtſhip A-la- mode 52 
Coxcomb 104 


Crœſus 


5 
Cromwell's (Conſpiracy 308 


Cromwell's Life and Death 232 


Cruel Brother 59 
Cruel Debtor 308 
Cruel Gift | 33 
Cruelty of the Spaniards 308 
Cuckolds Haven 255 
Cunning Lovers | 23 
Cupid and Death 241 
_ Cupid's Revenge 104 
Cupid's Whirligig 327 
Cure for a Cuckold 270 
Cure for Fealouſy 333 


Cuſtom of the Country 104 
Cutter of Coleman- ſtreet 49 
Cymbeline's Tragedy 232 


Cynthia and Endymion 92 
Cynthia's Revels 147 
Cynthia's Revenge 249 
Cyrus the Great 10 


Page 
Cyrus King of Perſia 308 
Cytherea 299 
Czar of Muſcovy 204 
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Ame Dobſon 210 
Damoiſelle 24 
Damoiſelle A-la-mode 102 
Damon and Pythias 309 
Darius | 6, 309 
Darius, King of Perſia 54. 
David and Berſheba 204 


Death of Dido 399 
Debauchee ibid, 
Deceivey Deceiv'd 204 
Deorum Dona 12 
Deſerving Favourite 29 
De ſtruction of Jeruſalem 53 
Deſtruction of Troy 10 
Devil's an Aſs 149 
Devil's Charter 12 
Devil's Lam Caſe 269 
Devil of a Wife 145 
Dick Scorner 309 
Dido and Æneas 284, 
Dido, Queen of Carthage 188 
Different Widow 309 
Diſappointment 246 
Diſobedient Child 146 
Diſtracted State 256 
Diftreſs'd Innocence 222 
Diftreſs'd Mother 203 
Diftreſſes 61 
Divine Comedian 261 
Divine Maſque 309 
Doting Lovers ibid. 
Doctor Dodipole ibid. 
Doctor Fauſtus 172 


Dr. Fauſtus's Life and Death i8) 
Don 
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Page 
Don Carlos 195 
Don Garcia 294 


Don Quixote, in 3 Parts 91 


Don Sebaſtian, King of Portu- 
gal 84 
Double Dealer 43 
Double Diſtreſs 204 
Double Gallant 39 
Double Marriage 104 
Doubtful Heir 240 
Drummer | 309 
Duke of Guiſe 84 
Dube of Milan 176 
Duke and no Puke 255 
Duke's Miſtreſs _ 239 
Dumb Lady 159 
Dumb Knight 165 
Dutch Courtexan 174 
Dutch Lover 15 
Dutcheſs of Malfey 270 
Dutcheſs of Suttolk 135 


* 


{rl of Mar Marr'd 296 
Eaſtward Hoe 35 
Edgar, or the Engliſh Monarch 
216 
Edward I. 297 
Edward II. = 
Edward III. 310 
Edward III. «ith the Fall of 
Mortimer ibid. 
Edward IV. : 137 
Elder Brother 104 
Electra | 258, 310 
Elfred h 139 
Elvira 310 
Emilia 311 
Emperor of the Eaſt 176 
Emperor of the Noon 16 


Page 
Empreſs of Morocco 220, 313 
Endymion 162, 
Engliſh Fryar 54 
Engliſh Lawyer 210 
Engliſh Aden for Money 310 
Engliſh Monſieur 147 
Engliſh Moor 24 
Engliſh Princeſs 310 
Engliſh Rogue 1 
Engliſh Traveller 136 


Enough's as good as a Feaſt 311 


Entertainment atRutland- Houſe 


61 
Entertainment at King James 
the T/t's Coronation 150 


"ntertainment of Kine James]. 
and Queen Anne at Theo- 
balds 157 

Entertainment of the King and 
Queen at Highgate 149 

Entertainment of the King of 
England and King of Den- 
mark 148 


Entertainment of the Queen and 


Prince at Althorp ibid. 


Entertainment on the Prince's 


Birth-Day 188 
Epidicus 287 
Epſom-}Vells 23 
Erminia 102 
#ſop | 263 
Ernelinda 311 
Eſther, or Faith Triumphant 

283 
Etearco 3 i 
Ewenins Adventure ibid. 
Evening 's Love 79 


Every Man in his Humour 147 
Every Man out of his Humour 
2 ibid. 
EveryWoman in her Humour 10 
Enunuch 18, 132 
Europe's Revels for the Peace 
186 
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Example | 239 
Excommunicated Prince 14 
Exile | 190 
E xtravagant Shepherd 310 
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FATions Citizen 312 

Fair Em 311 
Fair Example 94 
Fair Favourite 59 


Fair of St. Germain, a Farce 
; 433 
Fair Maid of Briſtol 311 


Fair Maid of the Exchange 136 


Fair Maid of the Inn 105 
Fair Maid of the Weſt 135 
Fair Penitent 213 
Fair Quaker of Deal 226 
Fair Quarrel 182 
Fairy Queen 312 
Faithful Bride of Granada 257 
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